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Into the Deep

In the past months, the Diocese of Madison 
along with PartnersEdge, LLC have been working 
hard gathering and analyzing various data; 

demographic, parish & school, financial and giving 
data, sacramental, priest and historical data. This
professional, comprehensive and thorough effort has 
led to the Current Reality Report pointing to some 
significant challenges. Over the past weeks, I have 
been presenting this information at the weekend 
Masses. I am filled with hope and encouragement 
that, at this precise moment in history, God is inviting 
us to courageously put into the deep to re-imagine 
what a parish can and needs to be in our secular
culture. 
      You will have an opportunity to provide feedback 
during the month of November on the Into the Deep 
Strategic Plan. Please join me as we take time to pray 
and reflect on this Plan so we can courageously put 
out into the deep. 
      A summary of the information is included after 
this message for your prayer and consideration.  n

May God bless and guide us.
Fr. Mike

An Initial Outline of the Diocese of 
Madison’s Bold Response and Solution 
to Our Current Reality

The Current Reality Report identified 
8 principal takeaways:

n The total population across the Diocese is growing.
n We are losing Catholic people, especially our 
      younger people; and we are aging.
n Fewer and fewer people are attending Mass.
n Significantly fewer people are receiving 
      Sacraments.
n Faith Formation enrollment is in a free fall, while
      School enrollment is holding relatively steady.
n We have significantly fewer priests than in the past, 
      but we project to be relatively stable into the 
      future.
n People who give donate about 2% of their income; 
      with fewer older people giving more these days.
n At present, we are facing financial challenges 
      impacting our mission and our employees.
      To summarize: the Current Reality Report reveals 
with great clarity that we face significant challenges, 
which require a significant and bold solution – 
especially if we are going to better fulfill the Lord 
Jesus’ universal mandate to go make disciples 
and hand on the faith that we have received and 
treasure to our children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren.
      To that end, as the next step of the Into the Deep 
strategic planning process, we are working on 
re-imagining and developing a new diocesan-wide 
model of how our parishes are organized and operate. 
We hope and believe that by joining forces and
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parishes within each of the ~30 
pastorates will merge into a single 
canonical parish (which is like a 
marriage where previously 
separate entities become one with 
a shared life together), giving us 
~30 parishes with 135 churches + 
school buildings, rectories, other 
buildings, etc. by sometime in 
2024.
*Note: how this will affect our 
Catholic schools is still to be 
determined. Presently, the focus 
of initial modeling has been on 
developing a draft of the ~30 
pastorates. Once school-related 
questions about how to strengthen 
Catholic education within the diocese 
come into play appropriate 
stakeholders will be consulted.
n Following these mergers and 
the formation of ~30 new canoni-
cal parishes, each will have to 
prayerfully and prudently discern 
at the local level which of their 
church buildings and/or other 
facilities are needed and/or 
helpful in their proclaiming and 
living out the Gospel and the 
mission of the Church.
n If it is determined at a particular 
parish (i.e., by the pastor in 
consultation with his parish 
leadership and after considering 
available options) that one or more 
of their buildings would be a grave 
burden and should no longer be 
used (without causing harm to 
the good of souls), then they will 

receive guidance from the diocese 
about how to properly close/sell 
the respective building(s). 
Following church law, any money 
received from the sale of a 
building will remain locally 
with the parish to be used at their 
discretion and in the service 
of evangelization, ministry, and 
mission.
*Note: despite what people often 
think, the diocese does not receive this 
money, but it remains at the parish 
for local needs.
      Overall, then, this new model 
(which is still being developed and 
which will be refined following 
the public feedback period over 
the next few months) is about 
reorganizing and realigning our 
parishes and other resources so 
that all of us in the Diocese of 
Madison are better positioned to go 
make disciples and contribute to 
the building up of God’s
kingdom. Furthermore, we are 
embarking upon this bold journey 
together with gratitude for the 
past but with an eye towards the 
present and the future. After a 
period of public feedback and 
refinement, these ~30 pastorates/
groupings of parishes will be 
finalized and approved by Bishop 
Hying sometime in January or 
February (2023). Parishes will 
officially start working together as 
pastorates in July (2023).  n 

Into the Deep
Continued from Page 1
coming together in new ways we 
will be better positioned to more 
fruitfully and effectively: 
1) follow Jesus; 2) reclaim Sunday; 
3) evangelize others; 4) engage 
youth; 5) equip leaders; and 6) 
serve neighbors across the entire 
diocese both now and into the 
future.
      An initial outline or sketch of 
this new model is as follows:
n Our current 102 parishes 
(and their 135 churches + school 
buildings, rectories, other 
buildings, etc.) will be reorganized/
reconfigured into approximately 30 
“pastorates” or groupings of 
parishes – each under the leader-
ship of a single Pastor and other 
priests collaborating with him and 
serving as Parochial Vicars (or 
priests in residence, if retired). 
Our proposed pastorate would 
include the current cluster parishes 
of OLA, St. Jude, St. Thomas and 
St. Stephen.
*Note: The number “~30” is driven by 
our data and projects to provide for a 
stable and sustainable model into the 
future.
*Note: public feedback will be sought 
about these proposed groupings some-
time in November, after which the 
model will be refined. 
n Starting in July (2023) and over 
the course of a year or so the 

It’s Happy Hour at OLA
by Amy Mejia, Director of Faith 
Formation/Adult Education

With so much going on in the 
world and so many things 
pulling at us for time and 

energy, it isn’t difficult to be left 
wondering if there is such a thing as 
happiness…but even more if there is 
such a thing as lasting happiness. We 
hunger for happiness, and so many 
things in the world tell us where and 
how to find it, yet satisfaction so often 
feels very fleeting and leaves us 
looking for more.  
     Come and join us Wednesday, 
November 30th from 6:00 to 7:30pm at 
OLA in Assumption Hall for Happy 
Hour: Seek, Encounter, and Share 
Lasting Happiness.  

      This is a talk for all adults in the 
parish, but especially for those ages 
18-40. Let’s kick off the Advent season 
on a HAPPY note!! And because it is 
Happy Hour, there will be enough 
snacks and beverages to go around!!
    Our guest speakers for Happy Hour 
will be John and Cecilia Jelinek. John 
is the Director of Religious Education, 
Youth Ministry, and Adult Formation 
for the Diocese of Rockford. He has a 

Masters Degree in Theology and has 
worked in ministry for the past six-
teen years leading young people and 

families closer to Christ. John also has 
a great sense of humor! Cecilia also has 
Masters in Theology and has served 
in Hispanic Ministry and as a high 
school theology teacher for more than 
ten years. She grew up in Texas and is 
still getting used to Wisconsin winters. 
John and Cecilia have six children and 
live on a small farm just outside of 
Beloit. They certainly understand what 
it is like to be busy working adults 
who are also raising kids in today’s 
society! Their talk will be English & 
Spanish friendly. John and Cecilia also 
occasionally join us for Mass with their 
family, so they are familiar with OLA.
     Here is a link to a short video clip 
from John and Cecilia: 
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1fl4kkhep77ixqGEBB6aM3
In2LsLlaZJ8/view?usp=sharing   n
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Jean Nosek Retires
by Pat Casucci

Twenty six years ago, Jean 
Nosek responded to an ad 
in our parish bulletin seeking 

a part time assistant secretary in the 
religious education office, now faith 
formation office.
     Nosek explained, I had just 
spent a year as caregiver to my 
mother. I thought the job appeared 
to be interesting and our youngest 
son, Andrew, was in seventh grade 
at OLA School. I’ll give it a try. 
     Because she gave the job a try, 
not only the Faith Formation 
office but the entire Parish 
Administration Team has benefited 
from Nosek’s gracious work ethic.  
     Since 1996, Nosek has brought 
continuity, organization and her 
special skills to the faith formation 
office. My duties have always been 
to assist the director, she said. 
Chris Scallon hired me and since 
then I’ve worked for about 
11 directors and youth directors, 
as well as four Pastors – Father 
Tom Monahan, Father Gary 
Krahenbuhl, Father Paul Arinze, 
and now Father Mike, said Nosek.
     She retired from what she calls 
the perfect job for me in September, 
2022.
     Father Mike expressed his 
appreciation for Nosek’s work. 
In those 26 years of ministry in 
the faith formation office, Jean has 
assisted a number of Directors 
in that office. She’s made those 
transitions very smooth because 
of her gift of organization, and she 
has great people skills.
      He continued, Jean has a deep 
spirituality that guides her as she 
shares her faith with others as 
a bold disciple of Christ. She is 
missed already as a member of the 
OLA team.    
      During the past 26 years, Nosek 
said her job evolved with each new 
director. The first years, I had a 
little desk in a corner in the 
Rectory basement, using a word 
processor. I did whatever Chris 
(Scallon) asked me to do such 
as Religious Ed attendance and 
making copies for the classes. 

When Father Gary became Pastor, 
he moved our office to two rooms 
at one end of the present day Child 
Care Center. Then after the parish 
purchased a house for our pastor’s 
residence, the former rectory 
became the OLA Administration 
Center and we moved back there.
      Along with office moves, Nosek 
added, I was delighted to graduate 
from that word processor to the 
computer.   
   Her work has included 
keeping records, registration and 
attendance charts, recording 
sacraments received in the parish, 
preparing banners for First 
Communion, and making 
certificates. Pausing a moment, 
Nosek stressed the importance 
of accurate record-keeping. I don’t 
think most people realize the 
importance and amount of 
record-keeping that’s required. 
Other parishes often request 
information. Records are kept for 
all the Sacraments. She said these 
records are now also entered into a 
Diocesan-wide computer program.     
     Her work could be tedious, 
but Nosek said, I rolled with the 
punches so to speak. I did what-
ever I was asked to do. I even got 
involved in cooking, she chuckled, 
when food was served at some of 
the Faith Formation activities.
     As she spoke their names, 
Nosek expressed fond memories 
of working with each director and 
youth director. They include: 
Chris Scallon, Sandy Blevens, 
Dominic Meyer, Gino Finn, 
Adam Gracyalny, Rob Olsen, 
Mary Kate Van Wagner, 
Marianne Giovingo, Sela Mejia, 
Callie Christofferson, and the 
present director, Amy Mejia. 
      Nosek stated, I’m very fortunate 
to have worked in a happy place, to 
have done a variety of things. All 
my co-workers were wonderful!
     In the cold months when her 
work slowed down, Nosek said, 
My husband and I could take a 
short break from winter and enjoy 
a warmer climate. Dr. Dennis and 
Jean Nosek have been married for 

56 years. The couple has four sons. 
And four wonderful daughters-in-
law, as well as eight grandchildren, 
she happily stated.      
     Nosek has volunteered for 
numerous parish and school 

activities, and was a member of the 
OLA School Board. She continues 
her membership in the Rockford 
Council of Diocesan Women. 
Her creative skills extend to 
knitting and crocheting. She’s 
handcrafted an afghan for each 
of her grandchildren. For several 
years, she organized a group 
to handcraft caps for children 
attending the Caritas Santa 
Christmas party. She’s well known 
for baking a delicious bread 
pudding. Her chocolate chip 
cookies have been a special treat at 
weekly Parish staff meetings.
     Reflecting on the years since 
1996, Nosek said the saddest time 
was when Rob Olsen died in 2019. 
Rob was so generous to everyone, 
such a caring man, she said.
     We’ve had wonderful pastors at 
OLA, all are good administrators. 
It has made it much easier to work 
here, she said.      
     Also, she stated, There’s been 
a lot of laughter along with the 
very serious work done at the 
Administrative Center. 
     With a tinge of sadness in her 
kind, soft voice, Nosek said, I 
retired from a job I love. And I’m 
willing to help out if needed.   n    
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schools certainly put a stress on 
the staff, the teachers, myself and 
Fr. Mike – it seemed like we were 
all Martha’s from the familiar 
Gospel story at one point or 
another.
      But once Mass started, we were 
very intentional about trying to 

stay 
present 
within 
the Mass. 
I tried 
being 
Mary from that same story 
by participating in Mass and 
listening intently to the Gospel 
and homily. Trying to listen and 
recognize WHY we put all this 
work into this day.
      There were moments where 
you could really feel the presence 
of God. Moments like hearing 

the whole church sing, Mrs. 
McCawley playing the piano and 
all the priests on the altar.  
      It was a great and wonderful 
day. 
      Lastly, I’d be remiss if I didn’t 
thank some amazing people who 
helped out. Thank you to Bishop 
Hying, Fr. Mike and our Deanery 
Priests. Thank you to the teachers, 
faculty and parish staff at OLA, our 
maintenance crew, parishioners 
Doug & Joan. To my fellow 
principal friends and colleagues 
along with their teachers and 

staff. Thank you 
to Mrs. Sonia, 
Anytime Catering 
and her lunch room 
helpers: Mrs. Molas,
Mrs. DeLuna, Mrs. 
McKillips, Mrs. 
Linder, and Mrs. 

Zuniga. Thank 
you to Mrs. 
Olver, Mrs. 
Zagal, and Mr. 
Brewer for 
assisting during 
Mass; passing 
out prayer 
guides, super-
vising kids and 
jumping in to 
help even 
without being 

asked! Also, 
especially our 
middle school 
students. They 
helped set up 
tables and chairs all 
around the campus 
for our guests. None 
of this could have 
happened as 

smoothly without you.
     But let us not forget WHY we 
all gathered. As Bishop explained:
To know we’re loved by God, to 
show that love to others so we can 
one day get to heaven!  n

Hello Saints Family
by Trevor Seivert
OLA School Principal

On October 25th, OLA’s 
school children had an 
absolutely wonderful 

experience as we welcomed 
our Deanery schools, students, 
faculty, staff, and priests along 
with Bishop Hying for Mass 
and lunch. OLA welcomed 
St. John Vianney, St. Mary’s, and 
St. William’s from Janesville and 
St. Victor’s, Monroe to celebrate as 
a faith community!
      We had over 785 people 
at Mass, and catered food for 
everyone. Each 
school came 
wearing their 
school colors and 
it was great to see 
each section of the 
church a different 
color. We had 
nine priests in 
attendance from 
each of the schools 
including Bishop Hying.
      Bishop Hying talked to 
the students before Mass, and 
his message was wonderful. 
He explained to the students 
three key points:
n 1. We are all created 
and loved by God for this 
very moment in our history. 
That God loved them 
before creation and wanted 
them here.
n 2. We were created to love others 
as disciples and to share that love 
with all around us.
n 3. Our destiny is to one day be 
in paradise with him in heaven.
      Bishop’s message was that we 
all are loved, important members of 
His family, and our response is to 
share that love with others. 
Nowhere is that more important 
than at Mass; where we come 
together, at table, to share in the 
Eucharist.
      As you can imagine, getting 
ready for Bishop, 9 priests, 785 
students and staff from other 
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What Does Evangeliza-
tion Have To Do with 
Our Lady (and the Advent 
Season in Particular)?
by Laura Warzecha
Director of Pastoral Ministries

Everything.
Who is the first and best 
disciple of Christ? His 

mother. Who can best help us bring 
others to the Faith? His mother, 
who is also our mother. Jesus’ 
words behold your mother (John 
19:28) are for all of us. He did not 
say, John, behold your mother as 
he died on the cross. Those three 
words were said with a divine 
purpose. With the Advent season 
upon us, what better time 
to awaken and deepen our 
relationship with Mary? Thus, 
always leading to her Son, which 
is what evangelization, or making 
disciples, is all about. 
      I am reminded of the wonder-
ful, relatively new movie called 
Mary of Nazareth. If you haven’t 
seen it, please do. One way to view 
this masterpiece is on a website 
called Formed.org, which our 

parish subscribes to each year and 
is for every parishioner to use for 
free! Formed has been likened to a 
Catholic Netflix, but it is so much 
more. If you watch nothing else 
this Advent, this glimpse of Jesus’ 
life as seen through the eyes of our 
Blessed Mother and His, is worth 
every single minute. 
      I say this to bring up one of 
my favorite scenes in the movie to 
illustrate my point. It is a moving 
scene, but I warn you, it may bring 
tears of joy and sorrow, and every 
beautiful, sleeping emotion in-
between. The scene itself only lasts 
three minutes (minutes 52-55), but 
the impression of the trust of Mary 
first, and then Joseph, as they begin 
the first steps of relinquishing their 
newborn babe into the arms of the 
shepherds.   
      I don’t want to give away any 
more of the scene, but it illustrates 
what we, as adopted children 
of God (and Mary), are all called 
to do: Renew our baptismal 
commitment to give the gift 
of Jesus to others. 
      How do we do this? FIRST and 
foremost, simply ask our Blessed 

Mother, What can I do? Then wait. 
It might take all Advent, because 
we are busy and might not have a 
minute to listen to her answer, but 
she will find a way to let you know 
she is there. She will not let you 
down. Maybe she will put a name 
on your heart. Pray for that person. 
Call that person or knock on their 
door. Give the alms gift of your 
soothing words. How are you? – 
What can I do for you? – I’m sorry. 
– Thank you. Simple ways 
of being Jesus to others. Go to 
someone who no longer attends 
Mass and say, Can you tell me why 
you don’t attend Church anymore? 
Just listen. Encourage. Find the 
common thread and affirm it. 
Nothing more. It has been said that 
we can bring a soul to life simply 
by listening well. 
      Don’t stop there, continue to 
hold that person, or persons, in 
your heart. And keep asking every 
now and then, as my own young 
children were instructed to do
 on chore day, as each task was 
complete, What next Mom?  n
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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
We invite you to take an Advent Little Book from the gathering space for your daily reflection.

Visit signup.formed.org for a variety of Advent talks and videos.
 Sunday Nov. 27  First Sunday of Advent – Masses at 8:00 & 10:30am 
     Please take a dove from the Giving Tree, if any, to provide gifts to those without.
     Pick up your at-home Family Advent materials 
 Wednesday Nov. 30  Happy Hour: Seek, Encounter and Share Lasting Happiness 6:30-7:30pm 
     in Assumption Hall – Fellowship at 6:00
 Thursday Dec. 1 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 9:00am-11:00am

     Cluster Communal Penance Service 6:00pm at St. Jude
 Friday Dec. 2 No Fish Fry
 Saturday Dec. 3   Private Reconciliation at 9:00am

     First Reconciliation Retreat and Sacrament 8:30-11:30am

     5:00pm Mass (2nd Sunday of Advent)  
 Sunday Dec. 4 Second Sunday of Advent – Masses at 8:00am & 10:30am

 Tuesday Dec. 6 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 4:00pm-5:00pm

        Private Reconciliation 6:30-7:30pm

 Wednesday Dec. 7 6:30pm Mass Vigil of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
 Thursday Dec. 8 Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (Holy Day of Obligation)
     8:15am Mass with the school children
     NO EVENING MASS
 Saturday Dec. 10 Cluster Communal Penance Service 9:00am at OLA
     5:00pm Mass (3rd Sunday of Advent)
 Sunday Dec. 11 Third Sunday of Advent – Masses at 8:00am & 10:30am

     Cluster Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass with our Hispanic Community 4:00pm at OLA
 Tuesday Dec. 13 OLA School Christmas Program 1:00pm & 6:00pm

 Wednesday Dec. 14 Cluster Communal Penance Service 6:30pm St. Stephen’s
 Thursday Dec. 15 Child Care/Early Childhood Baby Jesus Birthday Party  9:30am Assumption Hall
 Saturday Dec. 17   Private Reconciliation 9:00am

     5:00pm Mass 
 Sunday Dec. 18  Fourth Sunday of Advent – Masses at 8:00am & 10:30am 
     Giving Tree gifts due!
     Decorate for Christmas following 10:30am Mass
     Taco Sunday 11:00am-2:30pm. in the school cafeteria
 Wednesday Dec. 21 Private Reconciliation 4:00-5:00pm

 Thursday Dec. 22 Christmas Pageant rehearsal 6:30-7:45pm in the church.
 Saturday Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Children’s Mass with pageant at 5:00pm (Carols at 4:30pm)
     Christmas Mass at 9:00pm (Carols at 8:30pm)
 Sunday Dec. 25  Christmas Masses 8:00am & 10:30am 
 Monday Dec. 26 All Campus buildings and offices closed.
 Saturday Dec 31 Private Reconciliation 9:00am

     5:00pm Mass 
 Sunday Jan. 1  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God – Masses at 8:00am & 10:30am 
 Friday Jan. 6 No Fish Fry
 Saturday Jan. 7 Private Reconciliation at 9:00am

     5:00pm Mass
 Sunday Jan 8 Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord – Masses at 8:00am & 10:30am

     Take down Christmas decorations following 10:30am Mass. 
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Baptisms “You Are God’s Work of Art”

Izel Jesus Perez Martinez (Moises and Karina)
Rhett Jameson Rutledge (Craig and Kathryn)
Mateo Esteban Garcia (Esteban and Guadalupe) 
Beau Francis Clayton (Seth and Erin)
Scarlett Jane McNamara (Evan and Rachel)
Emmett Ray Thompson (Joshua and Jaymee)
Leno James Baroni  (Jake and Ashley)

Deaths   “I Have Called You Each by Name”

Alan P. Bliss (8/5/22)
William B. Boyce (9/11/22)
Stephen Selgren (10/24/22)

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.


