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New Parish Secretary
Berta Ingham Eddy  
by Pat Casucci

Berta Ingham Eddy, who has been our Parish 
Secretary since May 23, brings her natural 
humor, energy and enthusiasm to her work. 

The people at OLA and those I work with are 
enjoyable and supportive, said Berta who has 
extensive experience in broadcast radio. When she 
was a student at Beloit College, she started on-the-
air work, and also worked for a time at Beloit radio 
stations WBEL and WGEZ. After a 23 year career, she 
retired from radio in 2007 and now does church office 
work and animal rescue. 
      I’m very focused; I work best because I have 
specific deadlines here at OLA, she said. Chuckling, 
she added, Besides, I live within easy walking 
distance from OLA and my grand-nephew will be a 
student at OLA School this fall.  
     Enthusiastic about her job, Berta said, I really 
like that the Diocese has integrated technology. It’s 
fantastic and is a smarter way to work, a way to be 
connected to parishes. She enjoys being able to in-
ject creativity into each project, stating, I have a ‘fun 
time’ with our OLA outdoor sign and the slides in the 
Gathering Space.  
     Berta explained that although she was Catholic
and attended Brother Dutton Grade School and Beloit 
Catholic High School, I am now LCMS (Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod.) My husband, Rev. Dan 
Eddy, is the pastor at Messiah Lutheran Church in 
Beloit. Though as children they lived about six blocks 
from each other, they didn’t meet until both were 
working at a Rockford radio station. 
     Berta happily added, Anyone who knew me 
growing up always laughs when they find out I’m a 
pastor’s wife. 
     Noting that there are differences between the tenets 
of the LCMS and the Catholic Church, Berta said they 
also are compatible in their viewpoint. My perspective 
and moral base are the same as beliefs held by the 

Catholic Church, she candidly stated.
     After being away from Beloit for about 30 years, 
Berta and her husband returned in 2016 from 
Abington, MA. I’m happy to have moved back 
to Beloit as my family is here, as is a portion of my 

husband’s family. I value 
time with my two sisters 
and brother and their 
families she explained.
     Berta’s parents were 
members of OLA. Also, 
my niece, her husband, 
and their son, (my 
grand-nephew) are 
all members here, she said.
     Berta has almost always 
had more than one job at 
a time. While working in 

radio, I also spent a few years teaching public 
speaking to middle schoolers, and I had an Internet 
blog for 14 years that covered TV, mostly soap operas 
and reality TV shows, she said. 
     Berta is a pet lover, and has a dog and a few cats. 
Her eyes light up as she shared, I’ve always had pets. 
As a kid, I brought home strays. I think strays find 
me, she gleefully said. Then she explained with a 
knowing laugh, My father believed in helping
everybody.
     Her love for animals led to her avocation. One that 
gives her great pleasure. In her off-hours Berta is part 
of a chain of individuals who rescue animals that
are in various kinds of distress, with injuries or are 
abandoned. Primarily local workers, they assist with 
animal authorities such as the DNR. Berta described 
this work. I trap and transport the animals. I do not 
treat them, she stressed. I assist with local animal 
rescues, mostly Hope’s Legacy and Trust. I’ve
done this formally and informally for decades, and 
along the way have trapped large snapping turtles, 
an injured goose, a lovely tiny skunk, innumerable 

– Continued on Page 21
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

It’s That Time Again

When I was younger, I 
cannot count all the times 
I was told, the older you 

get, time goes much quicker…it 
flies by. How true that wisdom is. 
So here we go again, summer is 
over, a new school year has begun, 
and parish programs and ministries 
are starting up again. The exciting 
news is that more and more 
people are coming back and it looks 
like we are finally getting back to a 
pre-COVID normal.  
      I invite all of you to make a 
commitment to prioritize your faith 
life, and I realize how difficult it 
may be after the past 2 ½ years of 
the pandemic protocols. However, 
if you have been practicing your 
faith from a distance, now is the 
time to return. A special invitation 
to families, to worship together at 
Mass and get involved in the many 
activities, programs and ministries. 
We are a church that gathers. 
We are not simply individuals 
on a spiritual journey; we are a 

community of faith. For when 
we gather at Mass, the Word and 
Eucharist feeds us. We cannot do 
that unless we come together. As 
pastor, I really miss celebrating 
with you!
      Plans for the parish Fall 
Festival are in full swing and I 
appreciate all the hard work and 
dedication for this parish event 
by so many of you. (Please see the 
whole article on the festival in this 
newsletter for all the details). The 
two most important things would 
be: sell those tickets and come and 
enjoy the day.
      If you do not have your 
children enrolled in OLA School, 
have you registered them for Faith 
Formation? We are looking 
forward to new activities and 
service opportunities for our High 
School students. For Adult 
Formation, the Rite of Christian 
Initiation (RCIA) will begin soon. 
If you or someone else is interested 
in becoming Catholic, call the 
parish office and ask for Amy. 
Hospitality after the weekend 
Masses will resume on September 
10 & 11. I can taste those donuts 
already. Speaking about food, the 
first Fish fry of the season is 
October 7, put it on your calendar. 
There are many things happening 
but we need you! It’s time to come 
back and be a part of the faith 
community of OLA ! Now is 
the time!

Welcome 
Fr. Bala Kasipogu and 
Fr. Prabhakar Reddy as they begin 
their ministry here at St. Thomas 
& St. Jude, Beloit and St. Stephen, 
Clinton. Please keep them in your 
prayers as they begin their 
ministry. 

INTO THE DEEP
The diocese continues to 
evaluate statistics from INTO THE 
DEEP interviews and surveys, 
with the following goals guiding 
their work:
n Assist our many parishes and 
schools in becoming ever-more 
healthy and vibrant centers of 
missionary discipleship, 
formation, and community.
n Ensure the long-term health and 
well-being of our priests.
n Attract and be able to retain 
competent, qualified, and faithful 
lay employees, to assist in this 
mission.
n To free up time, energy, and 
resources for our ongoing 
evangelization efforts.
      May God bless and guide us in 
this process.  n
  
God Bless
Fr. Mike
 

New Parish Secretary 
Continued from Page 1

raccoons, baby squirrels, and an 
assortment of cats and kittens 
(which is what I’m best at 
handling.)  
     She keeps equipment for 
rescuing animals in her car trunk 
including gloves, towels, first aid 
for animals, and more. For several 
years, she’s also helped at an 
animal shelter, giving meds to 
animals and cleaning. In a straight-
forward manner, she said, This is 
my calling. This is what I do.

     Besides her work at OLA, 
Berta said she is an active member 
of Messiah Church and its
congregation. I support my 
husband in his church and in our 
home. I’m blessed that he is as 
supportive of me, she said.
      When she’s not working, Berta 
likes to cook and bake, read, play 
guitar and sing - mainly folk and 
church songs, she said. She 
confesses to binge-watching 
various TV series because she 
admits to not being patient enough 

to wait for a new episode 
each week. And, smiling she 
proclaimed, I am an avid - some 
would say rabid - life-long Green 
Bay Packers fan.
     Father Mike observed, Though 
Berta has only been working here 
a short time, what I’ve noticed is 
her creativity and energy that she 
brings to her position. She’s a hard 
worker and fits in very well with 
the Parish Staff Team.  
     Welcome, Berta!  n
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Changes Coming to 
Fall Festival
by Randy Gracyalny

There are a number of exciting 
changes and new additions 
to the Fall Festival which will 

take place on Sunday, September 
25. The biggest change is that all 
of the events will take place on 
Sunday!  
      After many years offering the 
pancake breakfast, with attendance 
steadily decreasing over the past 
number of years, we decided to try 
something new: Egg Casserole and 
an Oatmeal Bar from 8 – 10:30am
in the gym. The menu will consist 
of: egg/cheese; egg/veggie; and 
egg/sausage casseroles, toast and a 
variety of toppings on the oatmeal 
bar. Adults $10; Children 6-10 $5; 
5 & under FREE. Advance tickets 
will go on sale Sept. 10-11.
      Another brand-new offering is 
the Artisans’ Emporium. Come to 
peruse and purchase a wide variety 
of locally made crafts and other of-
ferings from 8am – 3pm in the grassy 
area in front of the Administration 
Center. There are still openings for 
vendors. If you or someone you 
know is interested, contact Berta 
at the Administration Center.

      Our popular online Silent 
Auction returns with hundreds of 
items up for bid. Items can 
be viewed Saturday, Sept. 24 

following the 5:00 Mass and 
Sunday from 9am – 3pm. Online 
bidding begins Friday, Sept. 23 at 
Noon and closes at 3pm on Sunday. 
Bidding instructions follow. If you 
have something to donate or 
questions about the Auction please 
call Linda Gracyalny 608-751-3446 
or Tracy Goethe 608-359-3388.
      Clark’s delicious pulled pork 
as well as brat and 
hot dog meals will 
be available from 
11:30am – 3pm in the 
gym. Dance to the 
Mike Schneider Band 
(a member of the WI 
Polka Hall of Fame) 
from Noon – 3 pm 
while enjoying a beer 
or soda. 
      Children’s Games New for the 
kids this year are a variety of games 
to entertain and challenge them 
from noon – 3pm in the back lot. 
Come win a prize at these FREE 
offerings: Pop Shot, Plinko, 
Fishbowl, Ring Toss, Knockdown, 
Dice Game and Grand Prize Game.
      The Car or Cash Raffle is the 
largest fundraiser of the Festival 
and of the parish. If you did not 
pick up your envelope with tickets 
from church, they should be 
delivered to you in the next week 
or so. Please do your best to sell or 
purchase all your tickets. The prizes 
are exceptional with a grand prize 
of the use of a 2023 Chevy Equinox 
for 2 years or $10,000 CASH or a 
$12,000 Bud Weiser 
Motors vehicle 
voucher. Additional 
tickets are available 
after Mass or at the 

Administration Center. You do not 
need to be present to win.
      Come an enjoy a day of food, 
fun and friends. If you have 
any questions, call Randy (608) 
362-9066  or visit the parish 
website, olabeloit.com. n

Online Bidding Instructions
If you have bid in the past, you 
should not need to set up another 
bidder registration. After texting or 
signing in you will be directed to 
the auction site.

For cell phone: 
n Text “ola2022” to 243725. 
Click on the link, and you are set 
to browse! 
n To bid, Click on the head icon in 
the right corner to complete your 
registration.

For computer or tablet: 
n Go to: bidpal.net/ola2022
n Click “sign in” to register to bid. 
n Fill in your email 
n Create password (8 characters in 
length: 1 uppercase, 1 lowercase, 
1 number, and 1 special character)
n Fill in cell phone number 
to complete sign in. 
n You can choose to add a credit 
card number, if you wish, for easy 
checkout.
n You are now able to browse all 
items, or by item category. 

Sunday, September 25
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Welcome to Our New 
Staff at OLA
by Trevor Seivert
OLA School Principal

With the national teacher 
shortage, I am pleased to 
share that we have filled all 

of the open positions for the school 
year and proud to introduce all of 
them to the parish. We are all looking 
forward to a great year!

Angelina 
McIntosh 
I am fresh out of 
College as of May 
2022. I graduated 
with a bachelor’s 
degree in elementary 
education and a 
bachelor’s degree 
in biblical studies. 

A week after I finished my student 
teaching in North Dakota, I got 
married and moved from Colorado 
to Wisconsin. 
      I enjoy drawing, reading, and 
playing games. My husband and I play 
games together five out of seven days 
a week. My personal library is 
constantly growing, and my drawings 
are improving. I do not have any kids 
and do not plan to have any for at least 
two years.
      I have visited Bolivia, France, 
Thailand, and Nepal. While I do not 
enjoy international plane rides, I have 
enjoyed my experiences in these 
countries and look forward to visiting 
other countries.
      I am super excited to start my 
teaching career at OLA, as I hope to 
pass my love of math and curiosity for 
science onto the students in my classes. 
Being given the opportunity to teach 
math and science in the middle school 
grades is a blessing, as it is exactly 
what I want to teach. 

Ashley Karenke 
I am the new 3rd 
grade teacher at OLA. 
I have taught for 
several years and look 
forward to this school 
year! I went to school 
at Northern Illinois 
University and 

majored in Elementary Education. 
      I am very close with my family, we 
have family dinner every Friday night 
at my parent’s house. My older brother 
and his wife have one son who just 
turned 9. My younger sister and her 
husband have a son who just turned 3. 

My nephews are my little princes and I 
absolutely adore them. 
      In my spare time I like to sing, 
dance, bake, travel, and play video 
games. I really enjoy music and 
especially K-pop. I am planning a trip 
to Korea for next summer and I am 
currently learning Korean to become 
more fluent. 
      Learning, growing, and exploring 
are my passions. I love guiding 
students into a lifelong quest for 
knowledge. 

Karen Hall
I am the 
new School 
Counselor here 
at OLA and St. John 
Vianney in Janesville. 
I have been married 
to my husband, Cliff, 
for almost 26 years. 

We have five adopted children, ages 19, 
14, 12, 9, and 8. 
      I was a Social Worker in the State 
of Wisconsin, retiring about 5 years 
ago. I have extensive knowledge in 
working with a diverse population. 
I am skilled in crisis intervention, 
Evidence-Based Practice (EBP), Trauma 
Informed Care, communication, case 
management, and conflict resolution. 
I also have extensive knowledge in 
neuro-diversity in children. I have a 
BS in Sociology and Psychology with 
emphasis in social control and 
deviance and childhood and 
adolescence. My family was also 
involved in the foster care system 
for about 9 years. 
      In my free time I enjoy reading, 
traveling, cooking/baking, and 
crafting. I am looking forward to 
meeting and getting to know the 
children and their families of OLA. 

Sue Johnson 
Hello, I am the new 
Pre-k 4 teacher. This is 
my first year at OLA, 
but I’m a veteran 
teacher and seasoned 
in many fields. I’ve 
taught Pre-k 3 and 
4, kindergarten and 

K-12 physical education as well as 
adapted P.E for students with special 
needs. 
      Besides loving teaching, I’m 
involved in the American Legion 
Auxiliary, holding department 
positions. Veterans and their families 
also have part of my love. 

      When I’m not doing any of the 
above, I have 3 loving grandsons that 
I help take care of and run them to 
various activities. In my spare time, I 
love crafts, floral arranging and sports, 
especially  golf.

Trina Grabriel 
I have spent my life in 
Catholic education: 
as a child, as a parent, 
and as a teacher. I 
have been married 
for 27 years and we 
have two wonderful 
adult children. I have 

been a teacher for 27 years. Most 
of my teaching years were with Holy 
Family Catholic School in Rockford. 
While at Holy Family, I taught Junior 
High Literature, Junior High Social 
Studies, 5th grade, and Advanced 
Reading and Math for Grades K-5. 
      I enjoy spending time with my 
family and friends, reading, crocheting, 
and scrap booking. I look forward to 
new experiences, love learning from 
others and am excited to join the OLA 
family and share my knowledge and 
experiences. Thank you for the warm 
welcome!

Allison McCawley 
and her husband, 
Tom, have been 
members of OLA 
Church since moving 
to Beloit 8 years ago, 
where she also 
accompanies the 8am 
Sunday Mass. She 

was the Director of Music and Liturgy 
at Sacred Heart Parish in Sterling, IL 
for 14 years. She worked with staff in 
planning the execution of the music 
program and liturgy for this worship 
community of some 500 families.  
      She is a graduate of Lackawanna 
College in Scranton, PA and holds 
a Ministry Formation and 
Evangelization Certificate from the 
Diocese of Rockford. 
      For the upcoming year, Mrs. 
McCawley will be teaching music 
at both St. Mary School in Janesville 
and OLA.
      Tom and Allison have 4 adult 
daughters and are blessed with 2 
grandchildren and another on 
the way.  n
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Faith Formation News
by Amy Mejia, Director of Faith 
Formation/Adult Education

Hello, OLA families!!  
Preparations for 2022-2023 
Faith Formation and Youth 

Ministry are in full swing in the 
Faith Formation office. Here is how 
we will be getting started:
n Sunday, September 11:
High School Formation begins with 
a Parent & Teen meeting @ 11:45am 
in Assumption Hall
n Tuesday, September 13:
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults) Come & See Night @ 6:15pm 
in Assumption Hall
n Wednesday, September 14: 
Grades 1-8 Prayer Service with 
Parents & Children, Parent 
Meeting, and Introduction to 
Catechists @ 6:15pm in the Church
      We want to share some of the 
fresh things happening in Faith 
Formation! We are excited to 
welcome Shelley Locke as our 3rd 
grade catechist and Jody McKillips 
as an addition to our high school 
catechist team. Jen Murray is 
moving into the 5th grade class 
this year as catechist. Tara and 
Josh Vanden Branden will lead 
our middle school students. We 

welcome the following catechists 
back: Debbie McCann (1st grade), 
Andrea Cleland and Jennifer Klatt 
(2nd grade), Amanda Bennett (4th 
grade), Rob Hendrickson and 
Bill Beck (High School). We also 
welcome back the many office/
parking lot helpers that continue 
to be supportive of the program 
as well. Jean Nosek and Gisela 
Delgado are working hard behind 
the scenes to process registrations 
and prepare things for many of our 
classes. THANK YOU to everyone 
who supports and helps with our 
OLA Faith Formation programs!!!  
      Some other exciting things that 
are happening this year include 
transitioning to the Word of Life 
catechetical series for grades 1-5.  
There will be service opportunities, 
faith sharing, and retreats 
integrated into high school 
formation this year. Information 
about Frasatti Fest for 8th-12th 
graders will be coming out later 
this fall, and information for Love 
Begins Here coming out after the 
holidays. Events offered for 
middle and high schoolers tend to 
be amazing growing experiences 
for this age group – we ask parents 
to strongly encourage their teens 

to take part in these events. 

      We invite ALL 6th-12th 
graders to join us on Saturday, 
October 1st for John Bosco 
Youth Day: Fire on the Hill 
“The Summit”. This is an all-day 
experience, packed with prayer, 
fellowship, dynamic talks, 
Eucharistic Adoration, Mass 
(with Bishop Hying), music, a 
bonfire, and more! The event is 
free to attend and, to build 
community, we will leave as a 
group from the OLA parking lot. 
To register, visit: olabeloit.com/
religious-ed/or contact Amy at 
the OLA Faith Formation Office at: 
(608) 362-1231 or 
amym@olabeloit.com 
      We eagerly look forward 
to seeing all of the children, 
teens, volunteers, and parents 
this year for our Faith Formation 
Programs!!  n

2022 Father’s Day 
Collection
Sponsored by OLA Respect Life Committee 
and Social Justice Commission

This year OLA Parish 
provided 45 GAS CARDS 
totaling $1,125.00 for fathers 

and families in the Fatherhood 2 
the Rescue Program directed by 
LaMar Pulliam. Following are some 
of this year’s accomplishments and 
highlights from that program:
n Eight participants in the program 
found housing. One of these homes 
was furnished by some beautiful 
items from one of the OLA fathers. 
n 15 additional properties (handy-
man specials) in a mobile home 
park were purchased, repaired, and 
remodeled by participants along 
with three professionals. Every 
home was furnished and 15 
families moved in. The monthly 

rent is helping to replenish upfront 
costs. To date, five of the families 
have purchased the homes from the 
program, an absolutely beautiful 
feeling.
n St. John’s Lutheran Church’s 
former school property was cleared 
to make way for Family Promise 
to move into, which was a big 
undertaking. 
n Unfortunately we lost a 
participant to COVID...that was 
hard as he has been a big part of 
the program. He worked his way 
up to supervisor and was mentor-
ing participants at his jobsite. The 
company has since put another one 
of our participants in his position 
and continues to employ others. 
n Seven participants graduated. 
Five are in full time employment. 
Two are working on getting their 
license back and transportation so 

that can get back and forth to work. 
n As the court system just came 
back up since the Pandemic, we 
took in five new participants. 
n OLA members have donated 
awesome and useful items all year 
long and a few members have even 
hired us for jobs, absolutely 
wonderful! 
      LaMar concludes: From the 
bottom of my heart, I so appreciate 

this long-standing 
beautiful support, 
love and outright 
blessings to myself, 
this program and our 
participants. God is 
absolutely good and 
we feel that goodness 
every time I receive 
a call, email, work 

or gift from OLA and all of your 
members! God bless and thank you 
so much!   n
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Now, More Than Ever, 
The Church Needs 
Your Voice
by Laura Warzecha
Director of Pastoral Ministries

Questions are good. Honest 
diverse dialogue is good. 
The parish is abuzz 

concerning the Bishop’s Evange-
lization Initiative, which began 
two years ago. Am I going to have 
to stand out on the street corner 
professing my faith? Why are we 
focusing on our personal spiritual 
life and NOT doing more outreach 
yet? When are more of us going to 
be involved in the planning? 
      The hope is that by looking 
at some differences between 
evangelization and proselytizing 
(or evangelism), as well as 
updating where we are, clarity 
may emerge. 
      Let us start with Catholic 
author, Chris Sparks:
n Evangelization goes out to others 
and listens to them; proselytization 
excludes others and simply talks 
at them.
n Evangelization is a proclamation 
of Jesus, allowing people to have 
an encounter with Christ; 
proselytization is proud and 
convinced that it has all the 
answers.
n Evangelization trusts in the 
Holy Spirit as the true evangelist, 
as the one who makes converts; 
proselytization believes it’s up to 
us, to the force of our arguments 
and persuasive power.
      Briefly, evangelization 
is motivated in trust, while 

proselytization/evangelism has 
its roots in fear.
      The goal is to work toward 
evangelization that happens 
naturally. Eventually, we become 
so transparent that others see Jesus 
Christ through us – a living 
proclamation of the Gospel. As our 
authentic relationship with Christ 
becomes stronger, our natural 
ability to draw others to Him also 
grows. One set of guidelines for 
doing this, proposed in these last 
two years, are FOUR BASIC 
habits: Daily prayer, weekend 
Mass, monthly Confession, and 
small, yet powerful, sacrifices. 
Returning again and again to 
balanced healthy habits is essential.
      Conversely, proselytization 
(or evangelism such as that 
disrespectfully shouted on the 
street corner) can be spiritual 
bullying motivated by the fear of 
God, the fear of others and the fear 
of failure. We believe that success 
depends on us, rather than on 
teamwork with the Holy Spirit. 
      How do we know we are 
accomplishing this mission of 
evangelization and not proselytiz-
ing? We will experience an increase 
in the fruits of the Holy Spirit all 
around and within us: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control (Gal 5:22-23). 
      We do not need to be saints or 
scholars to evangelize; we simply 
need to love Jesus and be 
prepared to share that love with 
other people. At the same time, 
we are to present Jesus as clearly 
and as accurately as we can. 

For example, like playing any game 
or sport on a non-professional level: 
players do not have to be ready 
for the big leagues, but we do have 
to be ready for the upcoming game. 
We do not have to be experts to 
have fun, but we do have to be 
familiar and fit enough to play the 
game at all.
      Thus far, the OLA evangeliza-
tion of about a dozen parishioners 
has identified three priorities 
from our parish surveys: 
1) sharing our faith 
2) engaging our next generation 
3) deepening our relationship 
with God. 
      This brings us, as parish, to 
PHASE THREE in the Go Make 
Disciples formation. How we will 
incorporate more parishioners in 
the specific planning process for 
these priorities is yet to come.  
Stay tuned.
      We are to draw people to us 
with the power of the Holy Spirit, 
not any sort of earthly power or 
force. We are to prepare ourselves 
to the best of our abilities to be 
good and faithful witnesses to one 
who is infinitely better than we are, 
allowing grace to build on prepared 
nature. Let us ask the saints and 
angels for their intercession, that 
we may take up the mantle of 
evangelization in the present day 
and be a light to the nations in 
a dark time. Let us trust in Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit to evangelize 
through us, if only we say yes to 
God, if only we act from love of 
God and neighbor.   n
– Chris Sparks 

Our Peace Garden



 

The Tim McKearn OLA School and Child Care Annual Fund 
The 2021-2022 Tim McKearn OLA School and Child Care Annual Fund Drive successfully concluded June 
30th, the end of our parish’s fiscal year. A total of $33,232 was raised, falling just short of the $35,000 goal. 
However, this amount is the largest raised to date. We want to thank all those who supported and 
contributed to the fund this past year. 
 

Annual financial supporters of the fund help provide trusted recurring revenue assistance for our school and 
child care programs. Below is a list of those who generously provided financial gifts for our 2021-2022 
Annual Fund Drive:  

Frank Aboujaoude 
Grace Accardi 
Sylvia Arner 
Robert Atkinson 
Stacy and Robert Baden 
Patrick & Chelsea Ballou 
Don Beck 
Gerald Belke 
Denise Bethe 
Les & John Blumreich 
Dave & Rita Bonds  
Andy & Sumalee Brewer 
Larry & Terry Brown 
Tom Buffum 
Michael & Erin Burke 
Merlin & Merla Bussan  
Aron Bussan 
Michael & Helen Byron 
Kay Carl 
Peter & Colleen Casagranda 
Deborah Casper 
Pierre & Pam Charles 
Casey & Nancy Christofferson   
Martin & Lisa Christofferson   
Scott & Jo Christofferson 
Shirley and David Churchill 
David & Becky Costello 
Matthew Cress 
Linda Dalton 
Joan Davisson 
Carol Dazey 
Gary & Vicky Dencker  
Rich and Nancy DeSchepper 
Karen Dittmar 
Janeen Drog-Glenny 
Joan Donovan  
Jim & Blue Feist 
Seth & Caroline Ferra 
Sharon Ferwerda 
Jack & Sue Finlen 
David & Kay Fisher 
Jeff and Beth Fischer 
Bill & Pam Fitzgerald   
Barney & Nancy Flynn 
Thomas & Trudi Francik 
Jon & Kathleen Franzen 
Teresa & Jeff Freitag 
Colleen Gebhard 
Trish Gifford 
Tracy Goethe 
Anthony & Noreen Gracyalny 
Randy & Linda Gracyalny 
David & Diane Greenlee 
Susan Griffin 
Lynn Grover 
John and Pat Grzenia 

Mathew & Le Cress  
Cleo Hall 
Joanne Hansen 
Prudence Harker 
John Heidt 
John Heineke 
Catherine Heyerdahl 
Kelly Heyerdahl 
Rick  Heyerdahl 
Jeremy and Kelly Heynen 
Gayle & Rick Hotchkiss 
Cliff and Amy Jacobson 
Lisa & Joe Jolly 
Harold Jr. & Ann Joyce 
Chester & Joanne Kaminski 
Phil Karnes 
Debra Kelsey 
Roger & Suzanne Kemman  
Catherine Kinast 
Paul & Kathleen Klespis-Wick 
Jerry Klobucar  
Nancy Kressin 
Ed and Carol Kriegler 
Joseph & Jean Kriz 
Polly Leahy  
Mike Leahy 
Rita Llorca 
Douglas & Joan Lownik 
Mark & Mary Madaus 
Gerald Magnanenzi 
June Malizio 
Ed & Barb Mantei 
Francis Marko 
Ruth Mauel  
Ron & Julie Mauthe 
Terry & Deb McCann 
John and Roberta McConnel 
Steve & Sheree Mc Dowell 
Debbie McKearn 
Frank McKearn 
Jody McKillips 
Michael & Mary Lea McMahon 
Frank & Beverly McNamara 
Phyllis Meyer 
Norman & Judy Montgomery 
Jim and Nancy Mowers 
Mwila and Charity Mulenga 
Joseph Murray 
Wayne & Mary Nelson 
Dennis and Jean Nosek 
John & Tamara Onderak 
Kenneth & Lois O'Tool 
Linda & Jeff (K) Perrigo 
Christopher and Tippy Phillips 
Bill & Evalyn Pratt 
Suzanne Prochazka 

Art Purvis 
Jerome Pyzynski 
William & Ann Redmer 
Fr. Mike Resop 
John & Sue Riege 
Judy Robson 
Juan & Kasey Rocha 
Marcos Rodriguez 
Tisha Rollette 
John & Barbara Sabaka 
Joan Salzberg 
Kathleen Schmidt 
Dick & Kay Schneider 
John & Ann Schroeder  
John & Nancy Schroer 
Christopher Seivert 
Nancy Senger 
Steven & Lori Sennett 
Elaine Smith 
Bob Stanbrough 
John & M Stanton 
Joan Stuessy 
Judy & Thomas Stogsdill 
Laura Stoller 
Theresa Stone 
Catherine & Edward Szudarski 
Judy Tallman 
Penny Thomas 
Ronald & Janet Tilley 
Rita Total 
Steven & Alice Townshend 
Peg Wall 
Mary Wallace 
Jennifer Walsh 
Tom & Laura Warzecha 
Don & Pat Whalen 
Wes Wieland 
Mike & Corrina Williams 
Bill and Joann Williams 
William Windgassen 
Burry & Beth Wolf 
Evelyn Wrick 
Joseph & Bekki Zammuto 
Jared Zane 
Jose & Marta Zavala 
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Baptisms “You Are God’s Work of Art”

Leo Peter Minh Bui (Bang & Loan)
Ethan Michael Cepeda (Miguel & Holly)
Christopher Neal Gordon (Jarrett & Elsy)
Wallace Robert Lathrop (Tyler & Paige)

Deaths   “I Have Called You Each by Name”

Noah D. Mendino (5-20-2022)
Rosaline “Linda” Poineal (1-27-22)
Margie F. B. Fornecker (2-4-2022)
Marcella A. “Babe” Weber (5-7-2022)
Frank S. McNamara (5-25-2022)
Shirley A. Faidley (6-7-2022)
Ida M. Kolak (6-1-2022)
Jared A. Zane (5-29-2022)
Jerri E. Wightman (7-6-2022)

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.

Seasons of Hope
by Laura Warzecha
Director of Pastoral Ministries

Set in the context of the faith 
community, Seasons of Hope 
is a prayerful, reverent, and 

Christ-Centered approach to 
assist persons through the pain of 
mourning. Sharing with others who 
have experienced loss, it is a place 
of hospitality and comfort for the 

bereaved. This fall, OLA will offer 
two 6 week sessions of Seasons 
of Hope on Tuesdays at 6pm in the 
Administrative Center. The dates 
for Season 1 are Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27 
and Oct. 4, 11. Season 2 is Oct. 18, 

25, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 29 and Dec. 6. 
The group is open to members 
of OLA as well as others in the 
community who would like to 
participate. 
      To join or help the planning 
team prepare, please call and leave 
a message with Gayle Hotchkiss 
@ 608-289-9341 or Laura Warzecha 
@ 608-362-9066, Ext.114.  n

Evangelization: A Call 
to All Ages
by Sarah Gracyalny

Our Lady of the Assumption 
Parish just celebrated 
its 69th anniversary. In 

recognition of this celebration, we 
would like to highlight a couple 
long-time parishioners of OLA. 
      Although she was a previous 
member of St. 
Jude’s Parish, 
Mary Wallace 
decided to help 
build the new 
parish and 
became a charter 
member of OLA. 
Monsignor 
O’Hara moved 
over to OLA, and we followed him 
there, Mary stated. She also said 
that she loves OLA: It’s home 

to me. I know so many people there 
and have many friends in the 
parish. I love the music and 
singing, and Fr. Mike is great! Mary 
said that she is comfortable at OLA 
and enjoys attending Mass. Over 
the years, Mary has volunteered 
in many ways with the parish. For 
years, I helped with the funeral 
lunches and the altar society. When 
my children were in school, I was 
an officer in the Home and School 
Organization. Mary is also an 
active member of the prayer chain.
      Another long-time member of 
OLA is Frank Wywialowski. When 
Frank began work at Beloit Iron 
Works, he mortgaged a house on 
the east side of Beloit, close to OLA. 
He said that OLA was the closest 
parish, so he started attending 
Masses here. Most of the priests 
over the years were very good. It’s 

a great church 
and I enjoy seeing 
friends at Mass. 
Frank is a veteran 
volunteer at the 
Friday Fish Fries, 
stating, I love to 
meet different 
people. It’s like 
my social hour. 

Frank has also enjoyed being an 
usher at Mass, welcoming people 
to the parish.
      We thank Mary, Frank and 
all other long-time parishioners 
of OLA. Without you, we would 
not be the amazing parish we are 
today. Thank you for inspiring 
generations of Catholics over the 
years!   n


