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Fun With a Purpose During Catholic 
Schools Week at OLA
by Jon Nelson,
Director of Marketing

Catholic Schools Week is one of the most 
enjoyable times of the year at Our Lady 
of the Assumption Catholic School, and the 

2022 edition was no exception. 
     CSW, which was January 30 to February 5, was an 
opportunity for OLA students and staff to enjoy being 
together and honor all that is good about the school. 
They dressed up, attended assemblies, played games, 

went bowling, and 
celebrated what makes 
an OLA education 
exceptional.
      Catholic Schools Week 
is about what it means 

to be a Catholic School, said OLA Principal Trevor 
Seivert. Catholic schools are different from other 
schools. We don’t just teach academic subjects. 
We teach to the whole person; body, soul, and mind. 
We teach respect, dignity, the value of human life, 
and that each person comes from God and is unique, 
loved, and special. CSW celebrates our school, 
teachers, faculty, parents, students, and the entire 
parish as we all are part of it. We’re all part of God’s 
kingdom.
      CSW is such a fun, and 
important, time that even a 
second consecutive year of 
COVID-19 couldn’t put a 
damper on it. The mornings 
were spent learning, and the 
afternoons featured a fun 
activity. 
      The week began with a kick-
off Mass on Sunday, in addition 

to the school being promoted at parishes around the 
area all weekend. Students’ artwork adorned the 
sanctuaries of these churches. A school open house 
was held so that interested families could see the 
school, in addition to generous benefactors being able 
to view what they support. 
      On Monday, a geography bee was held: Genevieve 
Sparrgrove-Christofferson won 1st Place, Claire-Marie 
Mulenga won 2nd Place, and students wore green as 
it was Celebrate Our Environment Day.

       The highlight on 
Tuesday was an 8th grade 
vs. staff volleyball match, 

as it was a day celebrating faculty and staff. The staff 
took two of three sets in the match, though the entire 
contest was close and 
hard-fought. Younger 
students made a raucous 
cheering section and the 
dress-up theme was 
clash day.
      Middle school 
students also heard from 
alumni about how an 
OLA education makes a difference. Aron Bussan and 
Mandi Franks spoke about how OLA prepared them 
for the future. Bussan is Vice President/Commercial 
Banking Officer at First National Bank and Trust, and 
Franks is a senior at Beloit Memorial High School.  
      Bussan stressed that his OLA education set him up 
for success, and as VP of a Bank, he is always thankful 

– Continued on Page 4
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

Season of Lent

Lent is an excellent time 
to come back to celebrating 
Mass with the community; 

to reclaim Sunday as a day that 
we gather to worship. What is so 
important about gathering for 
worship? Bishop Robert Barron 
writes: To worship is to order the 
whole of one’s life toward the 

living God, and in doing so, to 
become interiorly and exteriorly 
rightly ordered. To worship is 
to signal to oneself what one’s 
life is finally about. It’s nothing 
that God needs, but it is very 
much something that we need. 
I would like to add that our faith 
community is not complete 
without you. You are missed!
      The season of Lent begins 
on Ash Wednesday March 2, 
and continues for six weeks in 
preparation to celebrate Holy 
Week and Easter Sunday, April 17. 
It is a time for metanoia: a change 
of heart through prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving. There will be an 
opportunity given at Mass for you 
to choose a commitment that will 

help you deepen your love for God 
and each other. In our ongoing 
process to “Go Make Disciples”, 
there are four pillars of evangeliza-
tion that we ask you reflect upon as 
you make your commitment:  
n Keep Sunday Holy 
by coming to Mass
n To pray daily
n To sacrifice and do penance 
weekly
n Go to confession on a 
regular basis. 
      May God grant us his grace and 
mercy in this Season of Lent, so 
that we may rejoice in the new life 
of the Easter Season!   n
 
God Bless & Stay Well
Fr. Mike 

Some Ideas for a 
Meaningful Lenten 
Season
by Laura Warzecha,
Director of Pastoral Ministries

n Add an extra Mass to your week.
n Substitute toxic media or 
addictive games for a good book.
n Pick up trash on public property.
n Watch a spiritual program.
n Use OLA paid subscription 
for movies on formed.org. 
n Read one entire Gospel.
n Cut back or give up caffeine.
n Give of your time to a new 
service activity.
n Call or send a card to someone 
sick or homebound.
n Go to Confession.
n Cut back or give up a 
favorite food.
n Make a daily or weekly 
holy hour.
n Get involved in a Rice Bowl 
project.
n Pray Liturgy of the Hours on a 
smart device.
n Cut back or give up alcohol.
n Do one good act a day for others 
anonymously.

n Choose a quiet time each day, 
ask God a question and listen with 
your whole heart.
n Give a gift card for meal to a 
person in need.
n Pray a full or partial rosary 
daily.
n Reduce or eliminate meat.
n Research a different point 
of view.
n Listen to someone with a 
different view.
n Cut back or give up working 
too hard.
n Pray a new prayer or try a new 
prayer form. 
n Cut back or give up smoking. 
n Pray and support all life issues.
n Make a consecration to Jesus 
through Mary.
n Try sleeping on the floor 
for one night.
n Add one new way to reduce, 
reuse or recycle.
n Discover more about a Saint.

Additional Prayer 
Opportunities for Lent
• Little Black Reflection Books
• Weekday Mass: 5:00pm Tuesdays; 
8:15am Wednesday-Friday
• A Moment With the Bishop – 
Bishop Hying’s daily reflection 
Visit link on parish website: 
olabeloit.com
• Daily reflections and a variety of 
Lenten videos, presentations and 
more on FORMED. If not already 
signed up go to www.formed.org 
Parish Code G68FXG
• Praying Lent from Creighton 
University http://onlineministries.
creighton.edu/Collaborative
Ministry/Lent/
• Living Lent Daily from Loyola 
Press https://www.loyolapress.
com/our-catholic-faith/liturgi-
cal-year/lent/living-lent-daily
• Lent Reflections 
with Bishop Robert Barron 
(Word on Fire Ministries) 
http://www.lentreflections.com
• Best Lent Ever from Dynamic 
Catholic (Matthew Kelly) 
https://dynamiccatholic.com/
bestlentever/
• CRS Rice Bowl: a variety 
of reflections and activities 
to supplement your Rice Bowl 
donations. crsricebowl.org    n

It is by the PRESENCE, WITNESS, 
and ACTION of Gospel-driven 
individuals and communities that 
the seeds of the Word are sown in the 
hearts of all.          – Michael Casey, OCSO
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     She soon realized how helpful 
it would be to reach out to other 
grieving parents. Meeting in 
person, she learned, allows 
grieving parents to take time off 
to focus on their own personal 
spiritual grief journey. Working 
with a committee, she set out 
to plan hosting a local retreat.
     The retreat schedule includes 
prayer, scripture, music, and 
speakers. Lunch is served and a 
dinner follows the 5:00pm Mass at 
OLA. All activities are optional. A 
free will donation is appreciated.   
     The goal of each retreat is to 
offer peace, comfort, and hope 
in Our Risen Lord, said Janna. 
She kindly added, I hope many 
grieving parents will join us with 
others who know their pain. The 
retreat has been referred to as a 
place where you can release some 
of the hurt without being put under 
any pressure to talk. You realize 
there are people there who’ve had 
the similar experiences – knowing 
that helps us not to get over our 
own loss, but to get through it.
     The Emmaus Ministry for 
Grieving Parents one-day spiritual 
retreat will be held at Our Lady 
of the Assumption Parish on 
Saturday, May 14, 2022, from 
9:30am until 7:30 pm. All grieving 
parents are welcome to attend 
regardless of situation or religion.
     For additional information or to 
register for the retreat, please go to:  
www.emfgp.org. or contact: Janna, 
Sydney’s Mom, 810.304.2484, or 
Laurie, Chris’ Mom, 608.751.8879.  

What past participants 
have said:
      Until I surrounded myself with 
parents who have suffered the same 
loss and received spiritual guidance 
(that) I needed ... I was floundering.
      We had been so isolated in our 
grief and have not had any help with 
the spirituality of grieving  – we are 
grateful for this ministry.
      This was life transforming. It 
had a profound effect and helped us 
heal as a couple.   n

Emmaus Ministry 
Retreat at OLA
by Pat Casucci

The Diocese of Madison 
has recently become one 
of several dioceses to adopt 

the Emmaus Ministry for 
Grieving Parents. It’s a unique 
Catholic bereavement ministry 
serving the spiritual needs of 
grieving parents whose children 
of any age have died by any cause - 
no matter how long ago. 
     Losing a child for any reason or 
under any circumstance is tragic 
and is, according to various 
sources, the deepest, most horrible 
grief. A parent’s life changes drasti-
cally and dramatically forever.
     As explained in an Emmaus 
Ministry brochure, there is a rich 
symbolism in the Emmaus story as 
told in the gospels of Mark and of 
Luke. As Jesus joined his distraught 
disciples on the road to Emmaus 
after his crucifixion, parents are 
invited to ask him to join them as 
they struggle through this journey 
of grief every day.      
     Founders of the Emmaus 
Ministry, Charlie and Diane 
Monaghan, are the scheduled 
facilitators for the retreat at OLA.
     The Monaghans, whose son, 
Paul, took his life on Thanksgiving 
Day in 2002, began Emmaus in 
Boston in 2009 with a mission 
to serve the spiritual needs 
of grieving parents. They also 
wanted to assist those interested 
in bringing this ministry to their 
own parish or region. This caring 
ministry has spread to 26 states, 
Canada and Ireland.   
     With the endorsement and 
support of Bishop Donald Hying 
and the Diocese, Our Lady of the 
Assumption Parish, will become 
the first in Wisconsin and 
surrounding states to host an 
Emmaus Ministry Retreat. The 
hope is for many parishes in the 
Diocese to host additional Emmaus 
Retreats for Grieving Parents.
     Father Mike stated, As pastor, 
I am humbled and honored to host 

the first grief retreat for parents 
who have dealt with the death of 
a child. And, I cannot say enough 
for the grief ministry team, led by 
Laura Warzecha. Laura, as OLA’s 
Pastoral Minister, brings such love 
and caring to those dealing with 
grief. ... Grief ministry is vital to 
heal the unbelievable brokenness 
caused by death, and for God’s 
grace to bring hope and comfort.

     Janna Seefeldt, parishioner and 
coordinator of this retreat effort at 
OLA, adds, This ministry serves 
the needs of grieving parents 
for their own spiritual journeys. 
Emmaus Ministry focuses 
on where you are with your 
relationship with God right now.
     Janna’s daughter, Sydney, died 
of cancer 22 years ago. Sydney’s 
death changed me forever; her 
death changed my life in every 
aspect – understanding people, 
accepting. And, it’s taught me to 
not fear death, Janna somberly 
said. She also has a son. 
     According to Janna, the retreat 
will focus on the spirituality of the 
grieving process. It is not a 
workshop or seminar, or even a 
support group. She stressed, We 
don’t force people to share their 
spiritual journeys or tell their 
stories. Parents are invited to 
share as much or as little as they 
would like. These retreats focus on 
the fact that our deceased children 
are eternal beings. They are still 
very much alive.
     Janna first assisted with 
Seasons of Hope in our parish, 
but knew she needed more help. 
I also wanted to help other 
people because this loss is a 
difficult road, she said. Eventual-
ly, Laura Warzecha suggested the 
Emmaus Ministry as a resource 
for Janna. Laura thought the group 
support for parents would be good 
for me, said Janna.
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Catholic Schools Week 
– Continued from Page 1

for his Catholic Education. He also 
noted that many of the business 
owners hire students from OLA 
because they know of the solid 
foundation, respect, morals, 
punctuality, and work ethic that 

OLA 
instills in 
students.
    Franks 
told the 
students 
that her 

education at OLA has helped her 
succeed, and she was prepared 
for her classes because of the 
foundation she received at OLA. 
In high school, she is a straight A 
student athlete.  
               

      Wednesday was Celebrate Our 
Community Day. Students wore 
their favorite team clothes or jersey 
and began the day with all-school 
Mass before traveling to Janesville 
for bowling in the afternoon. 

      
      By Thursday, rest was needed, 
and the schedule was accommo-
dating. PK-5th grade students were 
able to relax and watch a movie 
while the middle schoolers went 
to see the play, Little Women. Kids 
celebrated their talents and dressed 
up as their favorite characters. 
Although there was much variety, 
Harry Potter costumes were 
dominant.

      The week ended with Student 
Appreciation Day, which meant 
no homework! Pajamas were the 
uniform, and a prayer service was 
held. The celebration ended with 
OLA Fest, where students enjoyed 

snacks and games while 
trying to win prizes. OLA 
Fest was organized by the 
8th grade 
students, 
who used the 
event as a 

fundraiser for their 
spring class trip.
           CSW is fun 
with a purpose. 
Seivert said that it’s 
one of the most tiring times of the 
year, but that it’s worth it to create 
special memories for the students, 
and to have a unique way to pro-
mote the school.
           Catholic Schools Week 2022 
at OLA served as another way 
to remind students how they are 
made to enjoy life for Christ while 
living out the Gospels. 
      Learn more about the school, 
and enroll now, at www.olabeloit.
com/school/.   n

      Trusting God comes in the 
form of ‘act’, not ‘action’. Meg’s  
(Aspinwall) speech really spoke to 
me because I tend to take action in 
stead of to “act” for God and what 
He would do through me. – Abby 
      During these three days, it was 
fun being able to meet new people 
and go to confession – getting all 
that weight off my shoulders.  I 
also enjoyed going to the water-
park and hanging out with friends.  
I especially enjoyed the dance party 
and letting loose with friends and 

      – Continued on Page 5

Frassati Fest 2022
by Amy Mejia, Director of Faith 
Formation/Adult Education

Frassati Fest is an annual 
retreat for high school age 
students that is hosted by the 

Madison Diocese. Over 200 teens 
joined together this year from 
February 11th-13th for Frassati Fest 
2022 at the Kalahari Resort in 
Wisconsin Dells for a weekend 
filled with faith, community and 
tons of fun. The theme this year 
was BEHOLD. The teens heard 
talks about beholding God’s love 
for them no matter where they 

are in their lives – in the spirit of 
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, living 
their lives VERSO L’ALTO (to the 
heights). Eight teens from OLA 
attended this year, and here is what 
they had to say about their Frassati 
Fest experiences:
      I enjoyed hearing Bishop Hying 
speak about how you never know 
when you will hear God’s call.
– Nolan 
      This weekend let me see God! 
It was my first time, and they 
treated us like we were one of them. 
– Imelda “Mimi” 
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OLA School and Child 
Care Annual Fund
by Aron Bussan

Late last year, our OLA parish 
family experienced the loss 
of Tim McKearn, a long time 

parishioner and strong supporter 
of catholic education. In 2016, 
Tim, along with members of the 
McKearn Family proposed the 
creation of the OLA School and 
Child Care Annual Fund to broaden 
the financial base of support for our 
school – building a long-term, 
renewable funding source that 
serves as an investment in our 
school’s future.
      Catholic schools are typically 
funded through tuition, parish 
support, endowment income, 
and fundraising. In the future, 
fundraising efforts will need to 
substantially grow in order to keep 
tuition at an affordable level for 
young families, and to reduce 
pressure on the parish budget. 
For 70 years, thousands of alumni 
from our school have benefitted 
personally, academically, and 
professionally, thriving as stewards 
of the school’s mission.
      Since fundraising currently 
represents a small portion of the 
school’s budget, a compelling case 
can be made for supporting our 
school. The Annual Fund 
Committee has focused primarily 
on parishioners, however a greater 
initiative to reach out to the 
greater Beloit community and 
school alumni living around the 
country is underway. Over $150,000 
has been gifted over the past 5 
years and support for the Fund 
continues to grow. For the current 
fiscal year (July 1, 2021 – June 30, 
2022) total pledges have surpassed 
$18,000 and there is still time to 
meet our new goal of $35,000.           
      Financial supporters of the 
fund can help build a robust and 
sustainable Annual Fund for OLA 
School and Child Care that will 
provide recurring revenue into the 

future. Gifts can be designated to 
any of three areas of support, and 
can also be made in honor of or in 
memory of someone special like 
a parent, grandparent, respected 
teacher, coach, or other loved ones:
Where the Need is Greatest
Gifts designated for this category 
allow OLA School and Child Care 
maximum flexibility in using your 
donation. Funds may be used 
for teacher training, religious 
instruction materials, or other 
critical needs.
Tuition Assistance 
(The McMorran Fund)
This fund helps make a catholic 
school education more readily 
available to interested families.  
The McMorran Fund is a spendable 
fund created to honor the career 
and dedication of long serving 
principal, Arlene McMorran, 
and provides tuition assistance 
to demonstrated needs.
Curriculum Enhancements
Through Annual Fund support, we 
have been able to strengthen the 
foreign language programming, 
provide technology upgrades to 
ensure students have a competitive 
advantage in an ever-changing 
technology landscape and 
classroom and Child Care building 
improvements. 
      Annual Fund gifts are made 
immediately available when 
needed, providing a level of 
flexibility for the school to 
maximize opportunities as they 
arise. Donations to the fund should 
be above and beyond annual 
stewardship support for the parish.  
Anyone wishing to make a 
donation can contact Marianne 
Stanton at the parish office (608-
362-9066) or visit the school 
website at www.olabeloit.com. 
Click on ‘School’, select ‘Annual 
Fund’ and click on ‘Give Now’.  
Any questions can be directed 
to Aron Bussan at 608-290-7170 or 
abussan@fnbmail.com  n

Frassati Fest 2022 
 – Continued from Page 4
people I don’t know too. I enjoyed 
learning about trusting in God and 
what it means to fully lay your life 
down for him. – Chiamanda 
      Frassati Fest helped me grow 
deeper in my relationship with 
God in a way that I didn’t even 
know it could be deepened. Bishop 
Hying’s focus on the servants at the 
wedding feast at Cana was very 
inspiring. – Katie 
      In these three days, we learned 
how to pray constantly throughout 
the day. – Helen 

     Something I took away from 
the weekend was the reading from 
the Bishop since they were very 
interactive and attention-grabbing.  
Fr. Enan (Zelinski) also talked 
about the reading of the [Prodigal] 
Son wanting his inheritance and 
wasting it but then how the father 
forgave him after he came back.
– Chidiuto  
      Frassati Fest was so much fun 
because I got to see a bunch of my 
friends that I met at LBH (Love 
Begins Here) over the summer. 
Also, Bishop Hying talked about 
listening to God and watching for 
what He’s trying to show or tell us. 
– Allie 
      Frassati Fest was inspiring to 
hear the stories of faith and see so 
many young people be open and 
filled with joy. – Ms. Blevins 
      We are grateful for the 
opportunity to attend Frassati Fest 
and to all of the people who put so 
much of their time and energy into 
making it happen. We are especially 
grateful for those from OLA who 
supported our group financially 
to make it more affordable for our 
teens to attend!!  n

 L to R: Allie, Ms. Blevins, Katie, Mimi, 
Nolan, Helen, Chiamanda, Ms. Mejia, 
Chidiuto  Missing: Abby



LENTEN SCHEDULE
Encountering the Word video series and discussion after all weekend Masses in the chapel. 

Drive-thru Fish Fry every Friday from 4:30-6:30pm Enter front parking lot.

 Wednesday March 2  Ash Wednesday Mass with the distribution of ashes at 8:15am & 6:30pm

 Friday March 4  School Stations of the Cross 2:15pm in the church
 Saturday March 5  Private Reconciliation 9:00am

 Sunday March 6 RCIA Rite of Sending at 10:30am Mass
  RCIA Rite of Election at 3:00pm, St. John the Baptist in Waunakee
 Tuesday March 8  Seasons of Hope Grief Support Group 6:00-7:30pm in the Administration Center
 Wednesday March 9 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 9:00am-2:00pm in the chapel 
  Stations of the Cross at 6:30pm

 Thursday March 10  Parish Commissions meet at 6:00pm in Assumption Hall – Pastoral Council 7:30pm

 Friday March 11 School Stations of the Cross 2:15pm in the church
  Praise & Worship Night for middle school-young adults 7:00pm in the church
 Saturday March 12 Private Reconciliation 9:00am 
  Set clocks ahead 1 hour tonight
 Sunday March 13 Second Sunday of Lent 
 Tuesday March 15 Private Reconciliation 4:00-4:45pm

  Seasons of Hope Grief Support Group 6:00-7:30pm in the Administration Center
 Wednesday March 16 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 6:00-8:00pm 
  Stations of the Cross at 6:30pm

 Thursday March 17  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 9:00am-1:00pm 
 Friday March 18  School Stations 2:15pm in the church
 Saturday March 19  Private Reconciliation 9:00am

 Sunday March 20  RCIA 1st Scrutiny at 10:30am Mass
 Tuesday March 22 Seasons of Hope Grief Support Group 6:00-7:30pm in the Administration Center
 Wednesday March 23  Stations of the Cross at 6:30pm

 Thursday March 24 Cluster Communal Penance Service 6:00pm at St. Thomas 
 Saturday March 26  Private Reconciliation at 9:00am

 Sunday March 27  RCIA 2nd Scrutiny at 10:30am Mass
 Tuesday March 29  Seasons of Hope Grief Support Group 6:00-7:30pm in the Administration Center
 Wednesday March 30  Stations of the Cross at 6:30pm

 Friday April 1 School Stations of the Cross 2:15pm in the church
 Saturday April 2 Private Reconciliation 9:00am

 Sunday April 3  RCIA 3rd Scrutiny at 10:30am Mass
 Tuesday April 5 Private Reconciliation 4:00-4:45pm

  Seasons of Hope Grief Support Group 6:00-7:30pm in the Administration Center
 Wednesday April 6  Cluster Communal Penance Service 6:30pm at St. Stephen’s
  Stations of the Cross at 6:30pm

 Thursday April 7 Parish Commissions at scheduled times – Pastoral Council 7:30pm

 Friday April 8 School Stations of the Cross 2:15pm in the church
  Praise & Worship Night for middle school-young adults 7:00pm in the church
 Saturday April 9 Cluster Communal Penance Service 11:00am at OLA
 Sunday April 10 Palm Sunday

Join us in celebrating the most sacred days of the Church Year, the Sacred Triduum:
 Holy Thursday April 14 Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:30pm – Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament til 10:00 pm

 Good Friday April 15 Service at 1:00pm

  Tenebrae or Stations of the Cross at 7:00pm

 Holy Saturday April 16  Easter Vigil at 8:00pm (No 5:00pm Mass) 
 Easter Sunday April 17 Masses at 8:00am & 10:30am

6
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A Piece of History
by Pat Hemenway
Remembering Sister Veronica 
Dobson, CSB

From the inception of OLA 
School in 1955, the students 
in attendance and their 

families have been blessed with 
dedicated principals.
      Sister Veronica Dobson was 
among the former principals of our 
school. She was born in Ireland the 
oldest of six children and entered 
the Congregation of the Sisters of 
St. Brigid making her profession 
of vows in 1944. After attending 
college and teaching in Dublin, 
she was one of the six pioneer 
Brigidine Sisters who arrived in 
San Antonio, TX in 1953, in answer 
to a call, because of a great need 
for staffing new schools being built 
in the rapidly growing San 
Antonio area. Eventually, another 

call brought her 
to the Diocese 
of Madison where 
she continued 
as a classroom 
teacher and 
administrator 
for many years.  

OLA School benefited from her 
leadership, dedication and focus 
on education in faith when she 
served as principal from 1974-1978.
      Along with her commitment 
to serve as an educator wherever 
she was called, her love for Ireland 
and her Irish traditions remained 
within her. On special occasions 
such as St. Patrick’s Day, she could 
be persuaded to entertain parents 
and the OLA school children 
dancing the “Irish jig”, never 
missing a step. 
      Following her principalship at 
OLA, Sr. Veronica participated in a 
sabbatical year of study and then 

relocated to the Boston area where 
she ministered to the immigrant 
community as the Director of the 
Irish Pastoral Center for many 
years. Later she returned to the 
Brigidine Congregation in San 
Antonio and continued as a 
volunteer for the immigrant and 
refugee community through her 
involvement with Catholic 
Charities Refugee Resettlement 
Program.
      Sister Veronica entered eternal 
life on December 20, 2021 at the 
age of 98. For those of us who had 
the privilege of knowing her, we 
will remember her welcoming 
smile, quiet presence, gentleness 
and deep faith as she blessed us 
with her service and ministry of 
education here at OLA. May she 
rest in God’s peace.   n 
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Baptisms “You Are God’s Work of Art”

Madison Joan Marie Bernier (Steven & Brittney)
Ryder Steven Colt Bernier (Steven & Brittney)
Tucker James Bernier (Steven & Brittney)
Santiago Mauritzio De Leon (Enrique & Nicole)
William He Schroer (John & Katherine)
Owen John McWilliams (Brett & Stefanie)

Deaths   “I Have Called You Each by Name”

Virginia C. Vanark (11-15-2021)
Daniel J. Daly (11-15-2021)
Paul J. Milatzo (11-27-2021)
Shirley M. Slaymaker (11-25-2021)
Bernice A. Muth (12-3-2021)
Kenneth L. Watson (12-24-2021)
Suzanne Stocker (12-28-2021)
Marian Ennocenti (1-2-2022)
Janet K. Gregory (1-9-2022) 
Joshua J. Snudden (1-14-2022)
Edward T. Burns (1-31-2022)
Barbara J. Finnegan (2-6-2022)
Frank M. DeSarbo (2-6-2022)

A Journey of Faith
by Amy Mejia, Director of Faith 
Formation/Adult Education

There are so many roads and 
paths that connect us to dif-
ferent places and people.  

In most cases, there are several 
routes that can take us to the same 
destination. Our journey of faith 
is a lot like that. We are all at 
different places on this journey, 
but we are all called to the same 
destination – holiness through 
Christ. As we journey, there are 
twists, hills and valleys, wrong 
turns, bumps in the road…we may 
sit at a red light, or hit the giant 
pothole in the middle of the road…
we may even just plain spin out 
into the ditch. But there are also so 
many beautiful sights and amazing 
people that we meet along the way, 
and we get a taste of where we are  
headed. The point is that we are all 
on a journey! 
      Since September 2021, eight 
adults from our cluster parishes 
have been journeying together 
through the RCIA process, 
preparing to celebrate the 
Sacraments and be fully initiated 
into the Catholic faith on Holy 
Saturday, April 16th at our local 
parishes. Although the paths that 
brought them to RCIA may be 
different, they have been 
journeying together to grow in faith 
and holiness.
      After the death of a loved one, 

Patricia Renteria really began to 
have questions about life and what 
happens when a person passes 
away. She initially felt drawn to 
the Catholic Church by the art and 
symbolism. Through the invitation 
of her cousin, Angelica, Patricia 
decided to start coming 
to RCIA to learn more about the 
Catholic faith. She desires to be 
baptized and to strengthen her 
relationship with God.    
     Angelica Renteria attended 
Brother Dutton School as a child 
and said, I am excited to finally 
receive the sacrament of 
Confirmation and to welcome 
Patricia into the Catholic Church 
at her Baptism. Angelica also looks 
forward to helping her children, 
who attend OLA School, grow 
in their faith as well.  
     After having experienced many 
hardships, Jocelinn Portillo (of St. 
Thomas Parish) says she is thankful 
for friends in her life who helped 
her make the decision to go to 
Mass. She is finding peace and is 
feeling more at ease, as she grows 
in her faith. She states, I know that 
God is with me.
     Nicole De Leon decided to seek 
full initiation into the Church for 
herself after bringing her son to be 
baptized in the Church. She began 
attending the RCIA sessions and 
is finding a sense of belonging and 
peace.  
     While preparing for her 

daughter’s baptism, Shelby 
Collins (St. Stephen’s Parish) was 
also moved to ask more questions 
about the faith and started going 
to Mass. After being baptized and 
receiving first Eucharist and 
Confirmation on Holy Saturday, 
Shelby is planning to continue to be 
involved in her parish and inspire 
other young families in their faith.
     Others who are journeying 
with us through the RCIA program 
this year at OLA are: Austin 
Ramos, Jasmin Martinez, and 
James Sandvig. Each of them are 
looking forward to celebrating the 
sacraments and continuing to grow 
in their faith.  
     Be sure to find out more 
about faith stories of the RCIA 
catechumen and candidates in the 
Gathering Space during Lent.   n 

Drive-Thru Fish Fries 
will resume
Friday, March 4 and 
every Friday during 
Lent   4:30 –6:30 p.m. 

n 2 pc. fish dinner including baked 
or fried cod, baked potato or fries, 
slaw and bread.
n Enter the front parking lot to 
order. Pick up instructions will be 
given after ordering.
n Signup to help with any of the 
fish fries https://www.olabeloit.
com/parish/fishfrysignup.cfm or
contact Randy: 608-362-9066 ex111

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.


