
Disciple Makers 
Index Results
We are pleased to share 
with the parish a brief 

overview of the survey which some of you 
participated in this past fall. See pages 4 and 5 
for these results and watch future newsletters 
and the bulletins for ongoing work of the 
Evangelization Team and parish, determined 
from this survey.
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Jeanne Berner, Longtime Welcoming 
Presence at OLA to Retire
by Sarah Gracyalny

Jeanne Berner, OLA’s Parish Secretary and 
Bulletin Editor, is retiring after twenty and 
a half years of service. Jeanne said that the day 

she was hired was quite memorable. I had a 1:00 
Adoration Chapel hour that morning and I had asked 
God to lead me to a job I would enjoy. Eight hours 
later, Fr. Gary asked me if I wanted to help Pat by 
taking over the bulletin, and I was pretty much hired 
on the spot. I thought, ‘Wow! Thank you, God! That 
was fast!’
      When asked what was her favorite part about 
working at OLA, she answered, I enjoyed learning 
Microsoft Office and other computer programs 
and then sharing what I learned with other staff 
members. She was often called in to help when staff 
had computer-related issues, learning more about 
computers from her son, John, who also used to work 
at OLA. She particularly enjoyed working on special 
projects when needed. Some of those projects 
included designing Triduum booklets, Fish Fry order 
cards, creating a map of the campus or Silent Auction 
gift certificates. Using my computer experience to 

create something that filled 
a need was fun and 
rewarding, especially when it 
was used to save money, time 
and energy! 
      Jeanne’s best memories 
of working for the parish 
included the fun times she 
had with the staff. There was 
always wonderful humor and 
great camaraderie, and that 

makes for a pleasant work environment. 
      When asked if she would like to say anything to 
the parish, Jeanne stated, I would like to say thank 
you to all the wonderful volunteers who responded 
so graciously whenever called upon. Thank you, as 
well, for your prayers, kind words and sentiments. 
I’ve enjoyed serving the parish and it’s nice to feel 
appreciated. You will be in my thoughts and prayers.
      Thank you, Jeanne, for your many years of 
service to the parish and community. You will be 
greatly missed!  n

      OLA welcomes Berta Eddy who has been hired 
for Jeanne’s position. We will learn more about her
in the next issue.
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Spring Fling 2022
See more photo highlights 
taken by Jon Nelson, 
Director of Marketing on 
Page 8.
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

Into the Deep

The Diocese of Madison has 
launched Into the Deep 
which is a comprehensive 

data-driven, consultative process 
of strategic planning, to study 
every aspect of the Diocese; its 
parishes, schools and personnel, 
to determine how best to align 
our resources most effectively 
to spread the Gospel. In this effort, 
we will continue to move from 
maintenance to mission, a vision 
that staff and leaders of our parish 
have been involved in for the past 5 
years. As Bishop Hying has stated, 
In every age the Church is called to 
trust in the Lord, to ‘Put out into 
the deep’, with absolute confidence, 
as we go make disciples. 
      The clear goals set forth by Into 
the Deep are to:
n Assist our many parishes and 
schools in becoming ever-more 
healthy and vibrant centers of 

missionary discipleship, 
formation, and community.
n Ensure the long-term health and 
well-being of our priests.
n Attract and be able to retain 
competent, qualified, and faithful 
lay employees, to assist in this 
mission.
n To free up time, energy, and 
resources for our ongoing 
evangelization efforts.
      We all know that the church of 
today is not the same that it was 
50, 100 or 150+ years ago, and yet 
we are still functioning in many 
ways out of the same mode. We 
have inherited a great treasure 
of Catholic institutions from 
previous generations, but as 
Catholic population and society 
have shifted over the past several 
decades, they are no longer as 
effective or sustainable as they 
once were. May God bless and 
guide us in this process.

Farewell to Jeanne Berner
In addition to the article in 
this newsletter, I would like to 
express my sincere gratitude and 
appreciation for the dedicated and 
faith-filled ministry of Jeanne Ber-
ner for 20+ years in the parish of-
fice. Jeanne has been a happy and 
understanding voice when you 

call in, a smiling and helpful pres-
ence when you come to the door 
and a wonderful asset to our Parish 
Staff. We wish her the best in her 
retirement and pray that she will 
be blessed by God as she continues 
to live as his devoted disciple.

Farewell to 
Fr. John Hedrick & 
Fr. Andrew Showers
May 7-8, the priest appointments 
were announced in the Diocese. 
Fr. John has been granted his 
request for retirement. Fr. Andrew 
will be leaving St. Stephen’s in 
Clinton to be in residence at All 
Saints Parish in Berlin, and assist 
in the Hispanic ministry in 
Waunakee. Both of these priests 
will be truly missed, and our love 
and support go with them in this 
new journey of priesthood. We 
welcome Fr. Bala Kasipogu and 
Fr. Prabhakar Reddy who both 
come from the Diocese of Nellore, 
India. Fr. Bala will be parochial 
administrator of St. Jude & St. 
Thomas. Fr. Prabhakar Reddy will 
be parochial administrator of St. 
Stephens. This transition will be 
effective on July 16th.   n
  
God Bless
Fr. Mike

Smile for the Camera
It has already been 5 years since 
our last Parish Pictorial Directory 
and it is time for us to see how 
everyone has changed and put 
names with the new faces. 
Photography will take place toward 
the end of July and the last week 
of September. All those who have 
their pictures taken will receive a 

directory at no charge and have 
the opportunity to purchase 
portraits, which will be available 
in time for Christmas. Watch the 
bulletin and Flocknotes for online 
sign-up instructions, as well as 
opportunities for you to help with 
contacting parishioners to sched-
ule photo times or photo check-in 
on the days of photography.  n

First Communion and
May Crowning
Photo highlights on Page 8.
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Greetings from the OLA Parish Office!

The parish fiscal year closes at the end of June and the Finance Council has provided an update on our 
current financial status through the end of April. The star of this year’s financial performance is once 
again all of you as faithful and considerate stewards of our parish.

Weekly envelopes and offertory collections are at 82% of budget through the end of April. We had a little 
fall off in April but hope to finish with a strong May and June.

The unflinching flow of parishioner offertory collections was due in part to many of you having signed 
up for on-line giving. This program allows you to give on your predetermined schedule, using ACH, 
debit or credit cards, or a bank bill pay program. This program has been a tremendous benefit to us by 
helping us forecast our cash flow. We now have over 395 families taking advantage of this program and 
would like to continue adding families. If you would like to begin the process of scheduled offertory 
giving, please register on-line at the parish website: www.olabeloit.com, or contact your bank regarding 
bill pay services. Please call the parish office with questions at (608) 362-9066.

The current year’s budget (2021/2022) was set at a deficit knowing that we have the reserves in place 
and amounts set aside for the overall maintenance of the campus and other necessities. The Covid-19 
crisis has added to that deficit as expected and are anticipating meeting our planned budget at year end 
June 30, 2022.

The Finance Council would also like to provide additional financial information as follows:

The OLA Catholic School and Child Care Annual Fund has raised $28,005 compared to this year’s goal 
of $35,000. Over the last 2 years we have collected over $65,191. This important cause helps supplement 
the budget of OLA School and Child Care. Contributions may still be made to help reach our goal 
by the end of our fiscal year  June 30, 2022.

The Annual Catholic Appeal goal for our parish is $81,640.00. To date we have received $76,3837 in 
pledges which represents 94% of our goal. Please consider contributing to help us meet our parish goal. 
Please make your check payable to the Diocese of Madison and return it to OLA in an envelope 
marked ACA.

Once again, our deepest gratitude, especially during this pandemic, for your sacrifice, dedication, 
and love.

Rev. Michael A. Resop, Pastor
OLA Finance Council
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A Piece of History
by Pat Hemenway

Over the years when new 
pastors and associates 
began their assignments 

at OLA, they usually arrived 
with their personal belongings 
and possibly a few pieces of 
furniture, pictures & memorabilia 
to personalize their new home and 
private living space.
      However, a few arrived with 
their beloved pets. One of our 
former pastors, Fr. John Urban, 
arrived in December 1974 with a 
large, friendly, well-groomed 
husky named Tarcisius. Tarcisius 
could be seen riding in the back 
of Father’s pick-up truck as well as 
playing with the school children 
at recess with Fr. John handling his 
leash. Tars, as Fr. Urban called him, 
would also keep vigil every 
evening for the sisters to come 
across the parking lot from the 
convent for dinner, greeting them 
excitedly at the front door.

      Following Fr. Urban’s 
departure, Fr. Donald Murray 
was the assigned pastor arriving 
in 1978 along with Arin, a golden 
retriever – gentle, obedient and 
very friendly. Fr. Don could be seen 
walking Arin around the property 
in the evening or sometimes 
visiting the playground when 
school was in session which 
delighted the children. Arin in 
return loved the attention. Often 
after school, one of the neighboring 
students would ring the doorbell 
and ask: Can Arin come out and 
play? Arin was a welcome pet 
resident at the rectory, quiet and 
docile, but very frightened of 
thunderstorms and would look for 
reassurance hiding under Fr. Don’s 
desk as he worked.
      And then there was Deacon – 
a totally black Halloween cat who 
Fr. Mark Lins acquired while 
serving as an associate here in the 
early 1980’s. Deacon was a frisky 

overgrown kitten who loved to 
play and would often get into 
mischief. He was always seeking 
new hiding places and would 
pounce if you happened to 
intrude. One morning he decided 
to crawl up above the suspended 
office ceiling to explore and hide. 
Unfortunately, the hanging ceiling 
collapsed and left quite a mess of 
panels, strips, dust & plaster all 
over the desk and room which 
happened to be the secretary’s 
office! Deacon also made frequent 
visits to the kitchen counter. The 
priests learned quickly that it was 
not a good idea to leave the butter 
dish out or any other food items 
that Deacon might enjoy for a 
meal.
      Tarcisius, Arin and Deacon 
were welcome pets here at OLA 
and offered companionship for 
their masters and entertainment 
for visitors and parish staff leaving 
them with smiles and a few more 
memories.  n 

Memory Garden Bricks

Our Lady of the Assumption 
is again offering engraved  
bricks. Order an engraved 

brick to be placed in the Memory 
Garden area between the front 
entrance of the church and main 
entrance of the school. 
      You can have your name, your 
family name, names of your 
children, in memory or in honor 

of someone engraved on a Gift 
Brick, and all money raised will go 

toward flowers and upkeep of the 
Memory Garden area.
      To order, go to the parish 
tab on our website or call the 
Administration Center (608)
362-9066. Orders must be in by 
Friday, June 24. All bricks will be 
shipped to OLA and installed in 
time for the Blessing of the New 
Bricks on August 15, our Parish 
Feast Day.  n
 

Commandments for the 
World in a Child’s Eyes 
by Mrs. Deb McCann

In First Grade Faith Formation 
prior to learning about the 
10 Commandments, we talk 

about home rules, school rules 
and community rules. Then each 
child thinks of what they would 
say if they were to write their 
own commandments for the 

n Do not do mean things.
n Do not shout out when the 
teacher is talking.
n Do not punch people or 
hit your sister.
n Do not play video games 
the whole day.
n Do not act disrepectful.

(There were many more good 
ones. Pretty good advice!)  n

world. Here are just a few 
favorites from this year: 

n Do be kind and friendly 
to others.
n Do listen to and respect 
your parents.
n Do only safe stuff.
n Do the stuff that you have 
to do.
n Do look before you go 
in the road. 
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Baptisms “You Are God’s Work of Art”

Isaiah Aaron Marcus Johnson (Jeremiah & Olivia)
Sawyer Marie Zielinski (Steven & Courtney)
Beau Christopher Jacobs (Michael & Cathryn)
Isla June Brickson (Alexander & Adriana)
Harlow Leina Bennie (Joseph & Maiya)

Deaths   “I Have Called You Each by Name”

Henry W. Bocian (2-26-2022)
Thomas D. Francik (3-5-2022)
Susan A. Wiskerchen (3-12-2022)
Joan V. Nichols (3-18-2022)
Elizabeth A. Wagner (3-28-2022)
Charles D. Bowling, Jr. (4-14-2022)
James F. Haight (4-20-2022)
Michael J. Selgren (5-9-2022)

Spring Fling 2022

May Crowning

First Communion 

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.


