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New Staff for Faith Formation
by Pat Casucci

As new staff join our parish team, they bring an 
enthusiasm and strength to their ministry.
Recently hired for Religious Education are 

Amy Mejia, Director of Faith Formation/Adult 
Education, and Callie Christofferson, Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry. Both are members of our 
parish.
      Our Pastor Father Mike stated, Both Amy and 
Callie know our (parish) history and membership. 
They are very faithful and have been involved in the 
parish and school ministries and activities over the 
past years. 

Amy Mejia
Smiling, Mejia said, I’m ready 
to tackle this ministry and I 
look forward to working with 
our parish staff to discern our 
spiritual needs. I hope to help 
build a strong base for Faith 
Formation, especially offering 
resources people may not 
easily connect with on their 
own. 
     Mejia’s work will include 

the following: the religious education program 
for grades one through five, including preparing 
second graders for the sacraments; RCIA; Baptism 
preparation; and adult enrichment programs.
     Having lived among Spanish-speaking people, 
Mejia has handy knowledge of the Spanish language. 
She’s been a RCIA sponsor and has helped with 
parish faith formation. 
     Mejia has two adult children, Gisela and Javi. 
In her spare time, she enjoys reading and knitting. 
Most of my reading is faith and spiritual works. I 
especially recommend the author Fr. Ronald Rolheiser 
for his books on spiritual growth and prayer.

      She added, I knit socks, sweaters, hats and 
shawls. Basically, people who are knit-worthy, I knit 
for, she said revealing her humorous slant with the 
play on words.
     Friends agree Mejia is deeply religious. It’s 
touching and rewarding to me to see others grow 
in their faith, she said. 
      Mejia admits the most challenging part of her 
ministry is speaking in public. I’m not a natural 
public speaker, but I’ll make an effort, she said in her 
clear, kind voice.
     For about 20 years, she has worked as a social 
worker in the health field. She said it has been most 
rewarding to work with older people. It’s been good 
to work with older people. In our society today, many 
people don’t know nor recognize that older people 
have so much knowledge to share with society.
     Especially during this transition of staff, please 
pray for us, she kindly asked.  
     Mejia said parishioners are very welcome to reach 
out to the Faith Formation office with any suggestions 
or questions, particularly for adult education.               

Callie Christofferson
Grateful for the opportunity 
to teach and guide middle 
school and young adult 
parishioners, Callie brings 
faith formation experience, a 
dynamic enthusiasm and lots 
of smiles to the position of 
Coordinator of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry.
      Middle school years are a 

hard, tough age for many students, but they are one 
of my favorite ages to interact with. I’m ready for it! 
said Christofferson.
      She added it was “ironic” as her daughter, 
Genevieve, is a sixth grader at OLA School.

– Continued on Page 21
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

It’s Time.

Iwrite this article for one simple 
reason, to welcome each one of 
you back to regular attendance 

at weekend Mass. I speak not only 
for myself but also for those who 
gather every weekend: we miss 
you!
      As summer fades and we begin 
the season of autumn and a new 
school year, it’s the right time to 
make a commitment to prioritize 
your faith life. Perhaps you are 
one of the many that depended 
on livestream or recorded Masses. 
This was a wonderful opportunity 
when we could sit at home to 
watch Mass on a screen but, 
watching Mass is not the same 
as attending and participating in 

Mass. However, I know because 
of many different situations, you 
may not be able to attend, so the 
livestream Mass will continue
at 5:00pm Saturdays.
      From the beginning, we have 
been a church that gathers. We 
are not simply individuals on a 
spiritual journey; we’re a 
community of faith, a family that 
must gather. For when we gather, 
the Body and Blood of Christ feed 
us. We cannot do that unless we 
come together. 
      Now that all those who wish 
to be vaccinated have had the 
opportunity (and I urge all of you 
to do so), I hope the worst of the 
pandemic is mostly behind us 
and life feels somewhat normal 
again. It is very good to see people 
gathering with family, at summer 
sporting events, shopping and 
being able to go out to a restaurant.
      For those who have been 
gathering for the past months, 
thank you, and for those who 
maybe haven’t been in church for 
quite some time, now is the time 
to start anew, you are always 
welcome.  I encourage you to 
return and when you attend Mass 

invite other family and friends 
to join you in the spirit of 
evangelization.
      Know that, in dealing with 
this ever-changing pandemic, 
when we gather at church, school 
or faith formation, we will follow 
Diocesan, Rock County and CDC 
recommendations protocols. 
      I am looking forward to seeing 
more and more people gather, 
for there is no substitute, no 
alternative in life that can equal 
gathering with fellow believers, 
to celebrate Mass and receive the 
Body of Christ. 
      It’s time to come back home 
where your story began.

God Bless & Stay Well 

Fr. Mike  n

will be her guide. I’m outgoing 
and I like to help people, to make 
young people feel comfortable. We 
need to laugh, also, she said.
     She wants students to enjoy 
religious education, not to be 
hesitant. Her advice: Just attend 
classes, be present to hear what 
we say. That is so important, she 
stressed. No one is beyond help. 
I’m always glad a hesitant student 
will attend classes because I’ll en-
courage all kids to enjoy it. That’s 
half the battle, she explained. 
     She welcomes young adults in 
the parish to contact her with ideas 
for their religious activities.

 New Staff    
Continued from Page 1

      Christofferson graduated 
from Edgewood College with a 
degree in Religious Studies with 
emphasis in Christian Ministry. 
For the past eight years, she’s 
assisted the Director of Faith 
Formation at St. Thomas/St. Jude 
Parishes with classes.
     Stating she had been a lifetime 
member of St. Thomas Parish, I 
made the move to OLA because my 
daughter attends school here.
    As she plans the youth 
ministry program, Christofferson 
said her experience the past years 

      Ever friendly to people, Callie 
said in her experience, customer 
service and ministry blend with 
each other. She works part time 
as health and beauty manager at 
Basics in Janesville, stating, I love 
working with people.
     She enjoys outdoor activities, 
biking, Brewer’s games, and also 
raises ducks and guinea fowl at her 
home she shares with her parents. 
      Father Mike said, I’m looking 
forward to having Amy and Callie 
on staff as they share their gifts 
and talents in faith formation with 
the parish.  n
 
 



3



4

switching classes. We find that a 
good, balanced approach is helpful.
      We also had a lot of movement 
this summer. Like many businesses 
and schools, staffing was a 
challenge and we were in great 
need of teachers. It wasn’t until 5 
days before school started that we 
had a full staff. However, I truly 
think our teachers are going to be 
excellent fits for OLA. We also had 
a lot of teachers move to different 
grade levels. Overall, I’m happy 
with the teachers we’ve hired and 
looking forward to a great year. 
      Take a few minutes to read 
the bios of all our new teachers 
beginning below!  n

masks, social distancing, hand 
washing and in-person instruction.  
However, we do believe we won’t 
be in masks all year. We will be 
closely monitoring cases, positivity 
rates and hospitalizations. If cases 
decline and a children’s vaccine 
is offered, we will certainly make 
masks optional.
      However, even though we’re 
masking up, we have also opened 
up some things to give the students 
a more normal experience. All of 
our classrooms switched back to 
their original locations. Lunches 
will be back in the school cafeteria, 
we’re going to be doing sports, the 
middle schoolers are going to be 

School Is Starting!
by Trevor Seivert
OLA School Principal

After a much needed summer 
break, school has started!  
We are thrilled to have the 

kids back again.  
      We were really hoping to be 
done with COVID this year, but it 
doesn’t appear that we’re going to 
be that lucky. Half way through the 
summer cases were declining and 
we had hoped that we could get 
back to normal.   
      We are starting school the same 
way we finished last year, with 

My name is 
Kathryn 
Gorzek, and 
I am excited 
to take on 
instructing 
Middle School 
English/
Language Arts 
at Our Lady 

of the Assumption. 
      I grew up in Rockford, IL, and 
attended Religious Education at 
St. Bernadette throughout my 
youth; here I was baptized, 
received First Communion, and 
confirmed. I graduated from 
Augustana College in 2018, where I 
obtained my Bachelor of Arts with 
majors in English and Art History, 
as well as a minor in Studio Art. 
Immediately following college, I 
took on a job at Montessori Private 
Academy in Rockford. There I 
spent three years working part-
time as an assistant teacher in 
elementary and middle school 
programs, and concurrently 
developed and implemented an 
art curriculum for students in 
kindergarten through ninth grade. 
      I currently reside in Rockford. 
In addition to teaching, I like 
to spend my time engaging in 
artistic creation and communing 
with nature. I enjoy painting 
with watercolors, drawing with 

pens, and a number of projects 
revolving around fiber arts. A lot of 
my time is devoted to growing and 
cooking food, too! Outside is my 
favorite place to be. From going 
on hikes, to reading under a tree, 
I will seize just about any 
opportunity to spend time 
outdoors. As one would expect 
of an English teacher, I do, of 
course, love to read! My favorite 
authors are Toni Morrison and 
J.R.R. Tolkien. 
      I feel that teaching is my 
vocation, and I am blessed to share 
my enthusiasm for language 
with young people. Reading and 
communicating are important gifts 
that I look forward to helping 
students develop and celebrate, 
not just in the classroom, but 
throughout their lives. I am eager 
to forge close relationships with 
the community in my new role at 
OLA!  n

Hi, my name is 
Cindy Morey.  
I was born and 
raised in Fort 
Madison, Iowa. 
I lived with 
my parents 
and 7 siblings 
who all still 

live there. I graduated from the 
Catholic school system and attend-
ed Marycrest Catholic College in 
Davenport. Armed with a teaching 
degree, I headed out to change the 
world, one child at a time. I taught 
in Davenport, Sterling, Rockford 
and South Beloit, all in Catholic 
schools. My classes ranged from 4th 
to Preschool.
      I fell in love with the 
kindergarten and preschool 
children and so far, have stayed 
there for 26 years! And now, more!
I love reading stories to the little 
ones, then making crafts, lessons 
and snacks to go with it. My 
favorite subject to teach is bible 
stories and the life lessons we can 
learn from them.
      In my free time, I spend family 
time with my 2 grown children, 
Aaron and Emily, and my grand-
babies, all 5 of them! I also cheer 
on the St. Louis Cardinals, read 
children’s books, visit art museums, 
and enjoy life on my patio!
      I can’t wait to get to know the 
children, staff and parents here at 
OLA. God bless all of you!  n    



(7 years old), and Adalee Timoteo 
(3 years old). We have been 
members of St. Peter Catholic 
Church for more than 8 years. 
      In my years as a young 
Catholic, I started to serve as a 
youth minister in Youth Encounter 
the Savior at St. Agatha Catholic 
Church in Chicago, IL. I have taken 
part and served in ECOS Youth 
Retreat. On Sundays, I currently 
serve as a lector during Spanish 
Masses by proclaiming the word 
from Scripture. I am also part of 
spiritual enrichment in Missionary 
Communities in Alliance (MCA), 
Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults (RCIA), and the 
Adoration Chapel. These programs 
are provided by my parish, to 
continue growing my faith. I am 
also a member of St. Thomas’ 
Women of Emmaus program that 
helps women grow closer to Jesus!
      I graduated from Hononegah 
High School in 2013, and attended 
education classes at Rock Valley 
College. For over three years 
I worked in the South Beloit 
school district as a Bilingual 
Paraprofessional at the high school 
level. I was responsible for 
teaching English to newcomers 
from several countries and 
different grade levels. This 
experience ultimately motivated 
me to pursue a degree in 
education. My role at OLA will 
be quite an experience to learn 
from every student and put 
passion into teaching Spanish!
      In my spare time I like to spend 
time with my family. We love to 
travel, visit museums, and explore 
nature! I enjoy reading, biking, 
dancing, and drawing. The best 
of all is spending quality time 
with the ones I love, my family.
      Teaching made me understand 
how important it is to enrich 
children’s lives.  I have been truly 
blessed to have the opportunity to 
be part of the team at Our Lady of 
Assumption!  n

Hello! 
My name 
is Cindy 
Oldenburg. 
I am one of 
the newest 
members of the 
OLA staff. 
I have the 
pleasure of 
teaching the 

first-grade class this year! I am 
excited to be with OLA and can’t 
wait to see what wonderful things 
will be heading our way for the 
new year.
      I am from Janesville and have 
been in Catholic Education for 20 
years. I live with my husband and 
our herd of pets (Three cats and 
two dogs). I graduated from 
Whitewater with a degree in 
Early Childhood Education 
through Eighth grade but have 
spent most of my career teaching 
with the lower grades.
      In my free time, I like spending 
time with my family, reading, 
gardening and hiking. I would 
never turn down a piece of 
chocolate and enjoy the company 
of animals.  n

My name 
is Charles 
Slaughter, 
just call me 
Chuck. I am 
originally from 
Dunbar, WV, a 
country suburb 
of Charleston, 
the state 
capital. I lived 

a very simple life, loved life but 
did not love school. I held a solid 
2.0 GPA. I played guitar and sang 
in a garage band from age 14-18. I 
played football, baseball and ran 
track in high school. Because I did 
not take my education seriously; 
I flunked out of college. When I 
landed, I found myself perfectly 
in line for the military draft. My 
lottery number was 7, so I went 

ahead and joined the U.S.M.C.
      The Marines instilled some 
discipline and after two years I 
left the U.S.M.C. a better man. I 
re-enrolled in college and did much 
better. I graduated from Anderson 
University with a Bachelor of Arts 
in Religion Studies (Religion, 
Christian Education and Theology). 
I was then ordained and entered 
the ministry. I served in WV, OH, 
IL, and TN for 30 years.
      During this time, I felt the 
desire to work with teenagers. I 
began preparation for working in 
my Master’s in Education. In 2006, 
I graduated from Grand Canyon 
University with a 3.85 GPA. I began 
teaching in the public school 
system and served in Freeport and 
Rockford for 15 years. My search 
for knowledge continued to 
challenge me so I enrolled in the 
EdD Program at GCU and 
graduated in 2010.
      I have five children (two 
biological and three adopted). 
My two biological sons live in WI, 
and my three adopted children live 
in California. My oldest adopted 
daughter is beginning her 
doctoral work at Oxford University 
in London.
      I am happy to be working with 
middle school science and math at 
OLA and excited to get started. I 
may have lost a few brain cells in 
my journey but my passion toward 
students remains high.  n

Hello,
My name is 
Juana 
Guadalupe 
Timoteo. 
I was born 
in San Luis 
Potosi, 
Mexico, and 
raised in 
South Beloit. I 

am married to my husband Nicolas 
Timoteo Mendoza. We have two 
lovely children, Jacqueline Timoteo 

5
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conversation, support and 
fellowship, with a Scripture focus.
      For more information contact 
Gayle Hotchkiss 608-289-9341 
or simply attend at any time (dates 
posted in the bulletin or online).

2. Emmaus Ministry for 
Grieving Parents One-Day 
Spiritual Retreat 
Saturday, October 9, 2021
9:30am – 7:30pm
Assumption Hall
      For parent(s) who have 
experienced the death of their 
child: pre-born, stillborn, adult or 
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Two Bereavement 
Opportunities at OLA 
for You or Someone 
You Know
by Laura Warzecha
Director of Pastoral Ministries

Please reach out with a 
personal invitation to those 
who may be grieving a loss.

1. Seasons of Hope
Meets Tuesday evenings from 6:00-
7:15pm beginning September 14th
at OLA Administration Center. 
      A small group for those 
who have lost a loved one and 
would like to share in informal 

any age, of any cause, no matter 
how recent or long ago.
      This day away promises 
freedom to simply be.
      No pressure to introduce 
yourself or to share. A day just for 
you. All are welcome!
      Confidential registration and 
more information online at 
emfgp.org or call/text Janna 
Seefeldt, Sydney’s Mom, 
810-304-2484

      Or for more information on 
either program contact Laura 
Warzecha at the parish office 
608-362-9066.  n

Fish Fry Change

To maintain our high-quality 
food standards at a 
reasonable price for 

individuals and families, and after 
thorough discussion with the 
Parish Life/Stewardship 
Commission and staff we have 
decided to offer fish dinners going 
forward, instead of the all-you-can-
eat fish fry.  
      Beginning with our first fish 
dinner on Friday, October 1 you 
will receive the same 2 piece cod 

loin that we 
used for the 
drive-thru last year. 
Additional pieces 
will be available 
for $3 each for those 
who wish to have 
more. We will 
again be serv-
ing and eating in 

Assumption Hall with carry-out 
available.  
      We will not have a drive-thru 
option.  
      You have the option of baked 

or fried cod (or one of each), fries, 
baked potato, slaw, apple sauce, 
bread and beverage; all for only 
$10. Children 6-12 will be $5 (1 
piece fish) and 5 & under free.  
      The 8th grade class will have 
desserts and soda available, as in 
past years, with those proceeds 
supporting their class trip.   
      Watch the bulletin and 
Flocknote to sign-up to help as we 
get closer to the date.  
      We hope you will come and 
enjoy the delicious dinner with 
family and friends!  n

Faith Formation 
Update:
 

We are excited to begin a 
new year of Faith 
Formation here at OLA.  

We have an amazing group of 
catechists and office assistants who 
are dedicated to forming our young 
people. We are so appreciative 
of everything they do!  
      Faith Formation will begin 
on Wednesday, September 8th at 
6:15pm for grades 1-8 beginning 
with prayer with parents and 
introduction to catechists. Our 
office assistants will also be present 
to assist with additional

registrations, etc. Thanks to all 
of the dedicated people involved 
in the program, we know this is 
going to be a great year!
      High School Formation will be-
gin on Sunday, September 12th at 
11:45am with prayer and a meeting 
with the teens and their parents.  
This is a beautiful time in their 
lives when they discern their faith, 
and with God’s grace, claim it as 
their own.  
      Our RCIA team will be holding 
a Come & See session for adults 
who want to know more about the 
Catholic Faith or who are seeking 
sacraments on Tuesday, September 
7th at 6:00pm. We have a great team 

coming together to assist with 
coordinating this, and we are all 
looking forward to this season 
of RCIA.
      Please pray for all of our young 
people and those who are searc
hing through the RCIA program, 
as well as all who are involved 
in forming their faith! 
      If you have questions or 
would like more information on 
any of this, please call the Faith 
Formation Office at 608-362-1231 
or email amym@olabeloit.com or 
calliec@olabeloit.com.  n
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Baptisms “You Are God’s Work of Art”

Xavier Cooper Baker (Alexander & Kelsey)
James Jeffrey Knoble (Austin & Boni)
Nolan Steven Sennett (Addison & Ashley)
Easton Lee Mikkelsen (Adam & Hailee)
Emilia James Arnold (Brian & Pamela)
Lilianna Kathleen Rocha (Juan & Kasey)
Esmeralda Juliet Gutierrez (Jose & Alisha)
Ricardo Alejandro Gutierrez (Jose & Alisha)

Deaths   “I Have Called You Each by Name”

Joseph E. Bremel (3-15-2021)
Joyce L. Howard (4-22-2021)
David A. Ferwerda (6-27-2021)
James A. Shea  (6-27-2021)
Edwin L. Mantei  (7-11-2021)
Matthew J. Hull  (7-14-2021)
James J. Franz  (7-19-2021)

A Piece of History
by Pat Hemenway

At this time of year, 
parishes around the Diocese 
are planning their annual 

festivals. A variety of activities is 
always planned which may include 
a chicken and/or ham dinner, 
raffle, auction, car show and 
musical entertainment. 
      Looking back at OLA 
archives, in 1963 the all-parish 
picnic was held at 
Leeson Park 
featuring 
children’s events

including sack races, obstacle 
races and pony rides along with 
Bingo for adults. Prizes were 
awarded to the winners. All were 
asked to bring their own lunch. 
However, hot dogs costing 15 cents 
and bratwurst for 20 cents 
             were available to purchase. 
              Coffee, pop and ice cream
    were provided. 
      In the late 70’s and early 80’s
         celebrating Mass outdoors
                followed by a potluck     
                               dinner, music 
                                    and a softball     
                                     game with 
                                 moms, dads 

& children participating became 
popular.
      These gatherings, with simple 
to extensive activities, offer an 
opportunity for families to come 
together to create fellowship in a 
relaxed and fun atmosphere. 
      This year OLA’s Fall Festival 
will take place on the weekend of 
September 25-26. Please consider 
volunteering and attending this 
annual special event.   n 

Coming to a Gathering 
Space Near You
by Kathy Schmidt

After a year of planning, 
the Go Make Disciples 
Evangelization Team is 

inviting all Our Lady of Assumption 
parishioners to join the diocesan 
evangelization initiative as we 
move into Phase 2. In The Joy of the 
Gospel, Pope Francis writes: 
I invite all Christians, everywhere, 
at this very moment, to a renewed 
personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 
or at least an openness to letting him 

encounter them; I ask all of you 
to do this unfailingly each day. 
Opportunities for enriching our own 
faith formation and for instilling us 
with the confidence to become bold 

disciples will be shared in future 
bulletins as well as in the Gathering 
Space after weekend Masses. How 
will each of us respond to the call to 
share our faith?  n


