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Volunteer F. Patrick La Salle
by Pat Casucci

On a recent afternoon, when parishioner 
F. Patrick La Salle (Pat) answered his phone 
in a call to plan this interview, he was at a 

Rockford facility donating blood. I give blood three 
or four times a year. I have a rare type of blood and 
it’s always needed, he explained.
     This generous deed is an example of La Salle’s 
many achievements. 
     La Salle is one of the many dedicated volunteers 
who serve OLA in numerous ministries. He’s been a 
cantor and member of the OLA Choir since 2003.
He works to produce the layout/design for Vox 

PoPuli. It’s a job he’s done 
for the past 12 years. Parishioner 
Don Francis handed over 
the production to me on 
November 5, 2009.
      Vox is a fun project, and I 
enjoy working with all the people 
involved. Our writers send us 
their articles and we edit and 
eventually produce the newsletter. 
I certainly learn so much more 
about our parish, too, he said 

with a chuckle.
      Stating, I’ll volunteer and do as much as I can, 
La Salle cheerfully added, I love to do this for our 
church. I appreciate the welcoming OLA congregation 
where I find friendliness and openness, he added.
     Father Mike observed, I appreciate Pat’s 
stewardship of time and talent, helping with the 
Newsletter and sharing his joy of music as cantor 
and in the Adult Choir. He always seems to have a 
positive attitude and a sense of joy.
     A creative man with a multitude of interests, La 
Salle energetically said he allows time for his four 
favorites – cooking, singing, dancing and traveling. 

He takes pride in cooking several Italian specialties, 
noting, I’m one hundred per cent Italian – our family 
name is LaSalandra.     
    He’s traveled in every continent except Antarctica, 
and in the Far East. Most memorable was an African 
safari. He shared, I would recommend this to every-
one. I was surrounded by beauty...all God’s work.                   
     He’s active in numerous activities in Rockford 
where he resides. He presently serves as a docent for 
The Laurent House, Frank Lloyd Wright’s only house 
designed for a client in a wheelchair. He enjoys yoga, 
aerial yoga (hanging in a silk suspended from the 
ceiling), swing dancing and Italian Folk Dancing 
with the Amici Italiani Adult Dance Troupe.
     La Salle, now retired, is the founder and owner 
of Design/Graphics, his multi-disciplined design 
studio. Since its founding in 1975, his agency has 
employed more than 85 designers. 
     He received a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Graphic 
Design from the University of Illinois in 1969, 
then worked as art director at several Rockford ad 
agencies before opening his own business. While in 
high school, my intention was to be an art educator. 
However, my Art teacher suggested I study graphic 
design, he said.        
     La Salle is father to a son, Ryan, married 
to Melissa, and daughter, Jordan, and has two 
grandchildren. They all reside and work in 
Washington, D. C. His wife, Barbara, former 
Hononegah English teacher, died six years ago.        
     He joined OLA after former Pastor Father Gary 
Krahenbuhl extended an invitation to him while he 
was in a faith crisis. 
      La Salle uses the following motto for his design 
business: Give the Client What They Want – Plus 
Something Better.
     That seems to aptly describe his generosity to OLA 
and his zeal for so many interests and organizations, 
past years and present.  n
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

Go Make Disciples

Last call to take the parish 
survey! As we move forward 
in the Go Make Disciples 

initiative, each parish of the 

Diocese have been asked to invite 
their parishioners to take a 
survey entitled Called for More. 
This survey, (Disciple Maker Index) 
is a parish tool to assess how you 
are doing both in your discipleship 
of Christ as well as in your spiri-
tual growth. By taking this survey, 
it will give those in leadership at 
OLA Parish valuable insights into 
discovering ways that we can 
become better Christian disciples. 
This in turn, can assist you 
in finding the joy of being a 
Catholic-Christian, which may help 
others to discover or deepen their 
faith in God. The survey is live 

from October 14 until November 
22, with paper copies available 
at the parish office. All your 
responses are completely 
confidential, and no one in 
leadership at the parish will ever 
have access to your individual 
answers. The survey will take 15 
minutes. Survey information is on 
our website www.olabeloit.com
or in Flocknotes, the weekly online 
information from the parish office.
      Thanks so much for your 
support.   n

Fr. Mike 

Faith Formation Station
by Amy Mejia, Director of Faith Formation/
Adult Education

Greetings, everyone! Before 
anything else, I just want to 
thank the many people from 

the parish who have been 
tremendously supportive of the 
Faith Formation department during 
our time of transition in staff over 
the past few months. I would also 
like to give a special thank you 
to the wonderful people who give 
so generously of their time as 
catechists and office helpers! The 
support and encouragement of 
everyone has been so appreciated!  
It is our goal to provide a quality 
and enriching faith formation 
program for all ages.
      Here’s a little peek at what is 
coming up:
n ADVENT-ure Activity Bags will 
be offered for children grades K-5. 
These will be available for pick-up 
between Nov. 28 to Dec. 5. They 
will include fun activities and items 
to help get children in the Advent 
and Christmas spirit. These will be 
offered at no cost, however we 
will graciously accept free-will 
donations of any size. There will be 
a limited number of bags available, 
so we do recommend pre-ordering 
bags for children to be sure your 
children each get one. Pre-order 
forms will be available at Masses 
prior to Nov. 28.

n Praise & Worship night for 
middle school and high school 
students on Dec. 3 beginning 
at 7:00pm in the church. Parents 
are also welcome! This will be a 
faith-filled evening with music and 
community!
n We will be having a retreat 
for children who are preparing 
for 1st Reconciliation to attend 
with their parents on Saturday, 
December 4th. The retreat will 
begin at 8:30am that morning with 
the celebration of the Sacrament 
at 10:30am.  
n After Masses during Advent,  
and as part of the Go Make 
Disciples evangelization project 
within the Diocese, we will show 
short videos in the chapel 
for adults followed by group 
discussion. We hope that you will 
join us and that you will find this 
spiritually enriching!
n Frassati Fest is a retreat that is 
offered for high school students in 
the Diocese each year. The retreat 
takes place at the Kalahari Resort 
in Wisconsin Dells. It is scheduled 
for February 11-13, 2022. High 
schoolers attending come together 
from around the Diocese to pray, 
celebrate Masses together, listen 
to talks on a variety of topics, 
participate in community 
building activities, and have 

plenty of time for recreation. To 
help off-set some of the costs and 
to ensure that cost does not 
discourage any high schooler from 
attending this retreat, we will ask 
for some support from parishioners 
after some of the Masses in 
January. We will be grateful for any 
amount that anyone gives to help 
with funding for this great 
opportunity for our young people.
n If any adults are interested 
in forming or joining a Small 
Christian Community/Bible study 
group, please get in touch with me.  
Adults are encouraged to invite 
others to form or join a group 
with them. I will assist with topic 
suggestions (if needed), obtaining 
materials for groups, and helping 
groups to get going. These are 
typically led by a couple of people 
in the group and the group decides 
where and how often they will 
meet.
      I think that is all for now. If 
you ever have any suggestions 
or questions for Faith Formation, 
please let me know! Again, we 
want to provide programs that are 
of interest and enriching for the 
people of the parish.
      You can contact me at: 
amym@olabeloit.com or 
(608) 362-1231 ext. 115  n



3

Ready or Not, Here 
We Go
by Laura Warzecha,
Director of Pastoral Ministries

In all of my six years on staff 
here at OLA, I have never been 
more enthusiastic about the 

direction of this parish as a whole. 
      It all began two years ago.
      A tiny fire was lit underneath 
us. (I am speaking in general of the 
parish, as a whole.)
      At the time I can remember 
thinking: Oh no, not another thing 
to do! But Bishop Hying assured 
us, It is not another program. I 
have come to learn that is true. 
      For two years the embers of 
change have been smoldering 
underneath pandemic woes. 
      We were not even able to feel it.
      But we can feel it now. Can you 
feel it? Even just a tiny spark? 
      Soon flames will burst forth. As 
only the Holy Spirit can inspire.
      Keep your eyes (and your 
heart) open.
      Continue to pay attention. 
Here are only a few signs:
n Fr Mike’s homilies (count the 
number of times he says witness, 
disciple, evangelize)
n Challenges to deepen personal 
prayer, Mass participation, 
confession attendance and 
service to one another
n New energy from Time and 
Talent commitments
n Parish survey outcomes 
n Social media outreach to the 
young  n

Giving Tree

Each Advent, for the past 15+ 
years, we have had Giving 
Trees with gift suggestions 

for those who otherwise may not 
receive any. The gifts support 3 
organizations: Beloit Community 
Support Program (BCSP), which 
provides mental health counseling 
to those with limited resources; 
Project 16:49, which provides 
support to homeless high school age 
teens; and Green Knolls at Beloit 
(formerly Beloit Health and Rehab), 
which provides care to the elderly 

and those needing rehabilitation 
services.
      The deadline for returning the 
wrapped gifts, with tag attached 
on the outside, is Sunday, 
December 19, to allow ample time 
to distribute the gifts. The parish 
has always responded generously 
to the Giving Tree and we know you 
will be as generous as possible again 
this year. If you have any questions, 
please contact Randy or Laura at 
608-362-9066. Thank you in advance 
for your support! n



4

      If you are interested in trying 
these tacos, and supporting OLA 
students, come to Taco Sundays in 
the OLA School cafeteria. The food 
is available for dine in or carry out, 
though Reza suggests eating as soon 
as possible for the best experience.
      Here’s a tip: make sure you eat 
the tacos right away. It makes a big 
difference, he said.
      These delicious fundraisers will 
be held every month, usually on the 
third Sunday, from 11:30am-2:00pm. 
Watch for exact dates as the church 
calendar or other events may affect 
scheduling. Tacos are only $3 each.
      Upcoming dates are: November 
21, December 19, January 16, 
February 20, and March 20.  n

successful than anticipated. The 
volunteers had to get more meat 
several times, and they raised $1,700 
for the school by selling authentic 
Mexican tacos. Diners could choose 
between asada (steak) and pastor 
(marinated pork) tacos. Also served 
were horchata (a sweet drink made 
with rice and cinnamon), other 
beverages, and chicharrones 
(pinwheel chips).
      We were hoping to have enough 
meat for everyone, said Martin Reza, 
an OLA parent and one of the 
volunteers. It was hard to figure out 
how much to order for supplies for 
the first time. It was great. We sold 
a lot.
      The volunteers have experience 
with this sort of fundraiser, as they 
organize a similar monthly event 
at St. Peter Catholic Church in South 
Beloit. There, and now at OLA, the 
tacos consistently receive positive 
reviews. 
      This is like grandma’s recipe, 
said Reza. We have also been 
working together for a few years, 
so that may be why the tacos are so 
successful.

Tacos With a Purpose
by Jon Nelson,
Director of Marketing

What’s better than eating 
tacos? Eating tacos and 
supporting Our Lady of the 

Assumption Catholic School at the 
same time!
      Several dedicated, talented, 
and generous school families have 
begun making and selling tacos as 
a monthly fundraiser for the OLA 
School Tuition Assistance Fund. The 
fund helps families with financial 
need afford OLA tuition.
      The first Taco Sunday was 
October 24, and it was more 

STAR Tests for OLA
by Trevor Seivert
OLA School Principal

During the month of 
September, OLA took our 
STAR 360 Standardized Tests 

for all students in K-8. The STAR test 
is a computerized test that takes 30 
minutes for students to complete. 
There are two tests: Reading and 
Math. (Kindergarten students take 
the Early Literacy Reading Test.)
      The STAR is a sliding test, which 
means the more questions a student 
answers correctly, the harder the 
questions become. The more 
questions a student answers 
incorrectly, the easier the questions 
become. This helps it become a valid 
test as by the end of the test, students 
should be receiving questions at their 
appropriate level. No two tests are 
the same. Results are available for 
teachers within 5 minutes of taking 
the tests.
      We take the STAR three times a 
year: September, January and April.  
This helps us measure students’ 

academic growth and check 
students’ progress. During P-T 
Conference, teachers are welcome 
to show students’ progress.
      During our first staff meeting 
in October, we spent the entire meet-
ing reviewing our STAR data.  
Teachers were able to log in and see 
the results of their classes, along 
with each individual student.  
      The STAR data is important, 
but it’s not the end-all-and-be-all 
of tests. It’s one data point. It’s just 
one test.
      Teachers are encouraged to see 
the STAR test as one more 
observation point for each of their 
students.  
      The best standardized test 
validates what the teacher sees 
daily in the classroom and 
accurately matches up with the work 
each student does. So while we 
understand the importance 
of standardized testing, we view 
it within the context that it’s 
another opportunity to gauge 
students’ academic progress.

      As parents, it’s important to know 
this. Especially in our current world 
where test scores seem to be the most 
important thing. Yes, they are 
important, but certainly not the most 
important.
      As for the test itself, our school 
data showed that generally speaking, 
our students performed very well. 
Our averages were similar to years 
past and we now have a baseline for 
the rest of the year. All classes were at 
or above grade level! This means that 
our students’ averages are where they 
were pre-pandemic!
      One thing however, we also 
noticed that the gap between students 
was much wider this year. The 
differences between students were 
larger than we’ve seen in the past.  
      Truthfully, we expected a large 
gap this year. With e-learning last 
year, new teachers and all the 
changes, we anticipated this gap.
      However, it makes it more 
challenging for teachers who have 
students who read 3-5 grade 

– Continued on Page 8
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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Let us go rejoicing is our focus for these seasons. The readings and Mass prayers of Advent and Christmas reflect joy, 

eagerness and anticipation – a hopeful waiting, not a passive one. We invite you to immerse yourself, as much as possible, 
into the opportunities given by your parish.

After each Mass through Advent, there will be a short video shown in the chapel, for adult formation,  
followed by a brief discussion. Please join as often as you are able.

 
 Sunday Nov. 28  First Sunday of Advent – Masses at 8:00 & 10:30am 
        Please take a dove from the Giving Tree to provide gifts to those without.
        Pick up your at-home ADVENT-ure Activity Bags 
 Wednesday Dec. 1 Adoration 9:00-11:00am and 5:00-7:00pm in the chapel
 Thursday Dec. 2 Cluster Communal Penance Service 6:00pm at St. Jude
 Friday Dec. 3 Fish Fry 5:00-7:00pm in Assumption Hall
 Saturday Dec. 4   Private Reconciliation at 9:00am

        First Reconciliation Retreat and Sacrament 8:30-11:30am

        5:00pm Mass (2nd Sunday of Advent)  
 Sunday Dec. 5 Second Sunday of Advent – Masses at 8:00 & 10:30am

        Pick up your at-home ADVENT-ure Activity Bags 
 Tuesday Dec. 7 OLA School Christmas Program 1:00 & 6:00pm

        Private Reconciliation 4:00-4:45pm

        5:00pm Mass Vigil of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
 Wednesday Dec. 8 Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (Holy Day of Obligation)
        8:15am Mass with the school children
        6:30pm Mass with the Faith Formation children
 Saturday Dec. 11 Cluster Communal Penance Service 9:00am at OLA
        5:00pm Mass (3rd Sunday of Advent)
 Sunday Dec. 12 Third Sunday of Advent – Masses at 8:00 & 10:30am

        Cluster Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass with our Hispanic Community 11:00am at St. Jude 
 Wednesday Dec. 15 Private Reconciliation 11:00-11:45am

        Cluster Communal Penance Service 6:30pm St. Stephen’s
 Thursday Dec. 16 Child Care/Early Childhood Baby Jesus Birthday Party – 9:00am Assumption Hall
 Saturday Dec. 18   Private Reconciliation 9:00am

        5:00 Mass (Joyful Noise)
 Sunday Dec. 19  Fourth Sunday of Advent – Masses at 8:00 & 10:30am (Joyful Noise)
        Giving Tree gifts due!
        Decorate for Christmas following 10:30am Mass
 Tuesday Dec. 21 Private Reconciliation 4:00-4:45pm

        Christmas Pageant rehearsal with Children’s Choir 6:30-7:45pm in the church.
 Friday Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Children’s Mass with pageant at 5:00pm (Carols at 4:30)
        Christmas Mass at 9:00pm (Carols at 8:30)
 Saturday Dec. 25  Christmas Masses 8:00 & 10:30am (No 5:00pm Mass today)
 Sunday Dec. 26 Feast of the Holy Family – Masses at 8:00 & 10:30am

 Monday Dec. 27 Parish Office and Child Care closed.
 Saturday Jan. 1  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Not a Day of Obligation this year) Mass at 9:00am

        5:00pm Mass Epiphany (Holy Day of Obligation)  
 Sunday Jan. 2  Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord – Masses at 8:00 & 10:30am

 Friday Jan. 7 No Fish Fry
 Saturday Jan. 8 Private Reconciliation at 9:00am

        5:00pm Mass
 Sunday Jan. 12 Feast of the Baptism of the Lord – Masses at 8:00 & 10:30am

         Take down Christmas decorations following 10:30am Mass. 
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OLA School and Child Care Annual Fund 

We are pleased to announce that the 2021-2022 OLA School and Child Care Annual Fund drive is 
currently underway.  We have set a goal of $35,000 for this year that will run unEl June 30, 2022.  A total 
of $3,191 has been pledged so far, and we will need your generous support to help meet our goal. 

The Annual Fund established in 2016 to provide support for the financial needs of our School and Child 
Care programs, has realized a very generous response from parishioners over the past four years.  This 
past year’s pledges totaled $32,493, surpassing our goal of $30,000.  Because of this success, 
improvements and upgrades included: 

1.  The Purchase of new Chromebooks for every student K-8th grade due to increased enrollment and  
      the desire to provide a top quality learning experience for our students. 
2.  The purchase of new Chromecasts that can connect any internet device to Smartboards via Wi-Fi.     

The Chromebooks also benefit Faith FormaEon as teachers can project lessons from their phones, 
tablets and computers. 

3.  The purchase of GoGuardian safe internet soZware. 
4.  Replaced old and outdated carpet with new floor Ele in three classrooms. 
5.  New flooring and painEng in the Child Care building, the purchase of a new laptop for the Director,  
     and provided a children’s entertainer to perform during the Week of the Young Child.   
6.  Expanded the amount of money allocated for tuiEon assistance for families that demonstrate a need. 
   
More informaEon will be provided in the coming months regarding the Annual Fund’s progress.  Should 
you wish to contribute now, your monthly envelope packet contains a specific envelope for our School 
and Child Care programs.  You can also give by visiEng the OLA web page, clicking on the “School” tab at 
the top and choosing “Annual Fund” in the drop down box. 

We want to thank all those who supported and contributed to the annual fund in past years and remain 
confident that the support of all of you will help us make our goal achievable. 

 

Pastor    Principal   Child Care Director 
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Baptisms “You Are God’s Work of Art”

Amelia Ryan Judd (Timothy & Allison)
Gianna Alicia Ramos (Austin & Jasmin)
Frank Patrick Maggio (David & Nicole)
Maevery Ann Northrop (Thomas & Danielle)
Faith Annabelle Roe (Russell & Anne)

Deaths   “I Have Called You Each by Name”

Thomas J. Haffey (6-2-2021)
Raymond W. Matteson (7-22-2021)
Daniel G. Bergeson (8-16-2021)
June Hart (8-23-2021)
Mary M. Nickolette (9-4-2021)
Ferne T. Stovlbeck (9-11-2021)
Marjorie “Sue” Farina (9-16-2021)
Gardner P. Grubb (9-16-2021)
Lois Cornford (9-19-2021)
Phyllis V. Garner (9-20-2021)
Margaret K. Howe (9-29-2021)
Rita M. Costa (10-2-2021)
Theresa L. Carrino (10-23-2021)
Diane M. Kutz (10-25-2021)
Timothy F. McKearn (10-29-2021)

A Piece of History
by Pat Hemenway

Fall 2021: Upon entering our 
parish grounds, we see the 
beautiful landscaping and 

well-maintained church, school, 
childcare center and administration 
center buildings that make up the 
OLA Parish campus for which we 
are very grateful.

Now imagine this in June 1956:  
According to archives five acres 
of the parish grounds became a 
tented circus city under the 
sponsorship of Our Lady of the 
Assumption. Imagine the 
anticipation and excitement when 

the Hagen Brothers Circus convoy 
arrived in Beloit transporting circus 
workers, a traveling zoo, trained 
horses, animals, clowns and 
high-wire artists and jugglers. Part 
of the one-day spectacular event 
and main feature under the three-
ring big top right here at OLA was 
a herd of elephants, headed by 
Dixie, America’s oldest and largest 
elephant at that time. Two 
performances were held providing 
fun and entertainment for children 
and families of the Beloit 
Community and the circus 
moved on to the next city.
      What a sight that must have 
been and a unique Piece of 
History.  n 

STAR Tests 
Continued from Page 4
levels above and also 2-3 grade levels 
below.  
      So while our class averages 
stayed relatively the same, the gap 
between students certainly increased.
      We are also seeing greater needs 
for social-emotional education. We 
have more students who need access 
to Title I Reading/Math help, and 
our counselor always has a 
full schedule when working 
with students.
      OLA has taken steps to mitigate 
this. Beloit Public Schools has given 
us a Title I teacher who is now 
specific to OLA. Previously, we 

shared our Title I teachers with 
St. Peter’s, Rock Co. Christian, 
St. John’s Lutheran, etc. We no longer 
have to share our Title I teacher with 
these schools. This will help as they 
are more specific to OLA and our 
students.
      OLA has also hired an additional
aide and changed another aide’s 
schedule to assist students who aren’t 
performing at grade level.  
      Last year, Mrs. Williams, OLA’s 
aide, stayed in 2nd grade, the 
largest class. Instead, this year, Mrs. 
Williams is going into all grades to 
help students who may need extra 
support. Mrs. Williams still helps out 
with PK3s on Tuesday & Thursday 

mornings, but all other times she’s 
assisting teachers and students.
      Our school counselor is also 
coming twice a week (previously, 
only at OLA only once a week). By 
being here twice during the week, 
it helps to consistently see students 
and be available when needed.
      Overall, the standardized tests 
came back to us as expected, but 
fortunately, with our new aide, 
rearranging the schedules, and 
having a counselor, we have been 
able to give students the necessary 
support they need so we can 
continue OLA’s tradition of 
academic excellence!  n

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.


