
Guidelines for 
Resumption of Public 
Masses
As provided by the Diocese of Madison and 
adapted for use by OLA following current 
attendance restrictions

Guiding Assumptions 
v  Sacramental life is essential 
for Catholics, and churches can 
operate as safely as other 
essential services.
v  Catholics must be guided 
at all times by faith and reason, 
especially in times of crisis. 
v  Safest practices will be 
created with input from 
medical experts. These practices 
will likely evolve as the 
pandemic unfolds, and will vary 
based on ongoing local, regional, 
and national risk assessments.

      Following are some of the 
steps and protocols being put in 
place to allow coming together 
again for Mass beginning the 
weekend of May 30-31. Daily 
Mass will resume in the church, 
with the 5:00pm Mass, Tuesday, 
June 2.

Church Set-Up & Overall 
Guidelines 
n  The dispensation from the 
obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass will remain in effect until 
further notice. 
n  Everyone should wear a mask 
as you enter the church, while at 
Mass and returning to your cars. 
n  Hand sanitizer will be 
available at the doors. 

n  People will need to be 
separated by 6 feet or more.  
Every other pew will be marked 
off to help with this. Members of 
the same household do not need 
to practice physical distancing 
with each other and so may sit 
together in the same row.
n  All hymnals will be removed 
from the pews. 
n  Hospitality Ministers will not 
be greeting people at the doors.
n  During this time of pandemic, 
there will be no congregational 
singing as this can be a super 
spreader of the virus. 
n  Everyone is encouraged to 
keep social distance before and 
after Mass and ask that you 
maintain it in the parking lot.  
n  People will be dismissed 
pew-by-pew at the conclusion 
of Mass to maintain social 
distancing. Please be patient.

The Mass & Holy Communion
n  Those who are in 
vulnerable categories (persons 
over 65 years of age or with 
underlying health issues, etc.) 
are strongly encouraged to 
remain at home and not attend 
Mass due to health risk. The 
faithful who have COVID-19, 
show symptons consistent 
with it, or have had contact 
with a person with a confirmed 
diagnosis of COVID-19, should 
self-quarantine and remain 
home until cleared by medical 
professionals.
n  We will not use altar servers 
until it is safe to do so.

n  Sacristans who put hosts into 
the communion bowls before 
Mass will wear a mask and wash 
their hands before beginning 
their work and after their work 
is complete.
n  The Offertory Procession 
of the Gifts will be omitted.
n  Long-handled baskets will 
be used for the collection.  
Hospitality Ministers will wear 
a mask during the collection and 
wash their hands immediately 
afterwards. 
n  The sign of peace will be 
omitted.
n  Anyone distributing Holy 
Communion will sanitize their 
hands immediately before 
distributing Communion.
n  Holy Communion will only 
be distributed under the form 
of bread until further notice.
n  Lower your mask just 
before receiving and put back 
on after receiving.
n  A small table with hand 
sanitizer will be available 
at each Communion station and 
used by the one distributing 
Communion if they touch 
the hand or mouth of a 
Communicant. They will need 
to wait a short time for that to 
dry before resuming 
distribution. Once again, please 
be patient.

      Remember, our best defense 
against spreading the virus is: 
SOCIAL DISTANCE  
WEAR A MASK  
SANITIZE/WASH YOUR 
HANDS.  n


