
 

 

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, August 12, 2021  

Assumption Hall  
Additions/corrections are in red 

 

Attendance: 

Present: Gayle Hotchkiss, Nichole Ferrera, Debbie Leach, Deb Burns, Roger Kemman, Kathy 
Schmidt, George Riesselmann, David Costello, Mike Cepeda 

Staff:  Father Mike, Randy Gracyalny, Cassandra Letcher, Trevor Seivert, Laura Warzecha,  
Amy Mejia 

Evangelization Chair: Kathy Schmidt 

Excused:  Callie Christofferson, Lori Sennett, Kelly Jenkins 
 

Opening Prayer / Evangelization 

           Evening prayer was in church with all commissions and councils   
Kathy recapped evangelization efforts over the last year. 

         

Introduction/Welcome New Members : David Costello, Mike Cepeda, Kelly Jenkins 

 

Agenda Approved 
 

May Meeting Minutes Approved 
                                       

Commission Reports 
  

• Pastoral Care 

o Homebound Sunday Eucharistic visits were cautiously reinstated on June 27. 

o Staff Pastoral visits continue to facilities and homes via Fr Mike and Laura.  

o Respite Ministry visits and calls continue weekly with a committed crew of 13. 

o OLA Women’s Exercise/Support group has resumed every Monday and 
Wednesday morning at 9:00 am since June 21 in Assumption Hall. There are 
more than a dozen attendees. 

o Blood Pressure Screening might resume November 6-7, depending on COVID 
19 infection trends. 

o Prayer Chain ministry has a new chairperson: Rita Bonds. Joycelyn Ramsden af-
ter 27 years of service stepped down, but continues as an active member.  

o Eucharistic ministers needed for the homebound. 

o Emmaus Ministry (retreat for parents who are grieving a death of a child) intro-
duced to council.  Flyer in Bulletin. 
 

 

• Liturgy Commission 

o Joyful Noise resumed music ministry last weekend.  They will continue once a 
month after September (did not have a weekend that month where they were all 
available.) 



 

 

o Parish Feast Day Sunday, August 15.  Blessing of bricks in the memory garden 
and ice cream treats to celebrate the day and thank all our volunteers after all 
Masses 

o Mass attendance has been around 175 for all Masses.  About 80% of pre-pan-
demic attendance 
 

• Education Commission 

o Faith Formation 

▪ Introduction of new staff members 

 Amy Mejia is the new Director of Faith Formation (full-time)  

 Callie Christofferson is the new Youth Minister (part-time) 

o Child Care 

▪ Gearing up for the school year 

▪ New parent policies changes begin 9.1.21 

▪ Daycare closed 8.19 & 8.20, carpet cleaning and staff training.  

o OLA School 

▪ COVID Procedures for Opening School 

 Trevor discussed school considerations based on COVID status 

 Students will wear masks to start the school year 

▪ Enrollment 

 161 students enrolled.  Similar to last year. Over the summer, we lost 
and gained almost exactly the same number of students. 

▪ Staffing Update 

 School still looking for 4th grade and 6-8 English/Lit Teachers. 

▪ 8/25--First Day of School 

 Mrs. T's 40th Anniversary Year of teaching at OLA School 
 

• Parish Life/Stewardship Commission 

o Festival letters and raffle tickets available for pick-up through this weekend.  Re-
maining envelopes will be had delivered by volunteers. 

o North Park Rental is liquidating.  This is where we got the tent, tables, chairs, etc. 
and they were very generous in their discount.  In a meeting ono July 15 we de-
cided to have the entertainment and pancake breakfast in the gym.  Silent Auction 
will be in Assumption Hall.  This will save considerable $ and we feel can be suc-
cessful in those location. 

o An advertising volunteer is needed for festival. 

o A Co-Chair for the pancake breakfast is needed. 

o The Silent Auction needs a computer savvy volunteer. 

o Also decided at that meeting was that the fish fry will be resuming in Assumption 
Hall in October but we will do a 2 pc. fish dinner instead of all-you-can-eat be-
cause of rising costs.  Extra pieces of fish will be available for purchase. 
 

 

• Social Justice Commission 



 

 

o Social Justice Commission chairperson of 8 years, Ellen Joyce, is stepping 

down from leadership. Ellen will continue as an active participant.  

o Respect Life collected $775 for Fatherhood 2 the Rescue in June! Best amount 

ever! 

o Family Promise hosted June 6-13, is currently hosting this week and will host its 

final week of 2021 on October 3-9 at Holiday Inn Express, Beloit. 

o Dismas Jail Ministry met on July 10, in person. We are still unable to visit in the 

jail, but are sending some materials and bibles. Our meeting centered on regroup-

ing (we lost 2 members in the last year) and streamlining. 

o St. Joan of Arc is no longer a sister parish.  Searching for a closer parish. 

o Bishop Hying sent a letter of thanks and awarded two $550 grants from the Catho-
lic Foundation for: 

▪ Stateline works of Mercy (ministry for the homeless)  

▪ Dismas (Jail Ministry)  
 

• Finance Council 

o new members were welcomed 

o Still closing the books on the year ending June 30th  2021 

o Balance sheet looking strong 

o Budget for 2021-2022 was finalized and approved by Pastoral Council 
 

 

New Business 
 

 

On-Going Business 
 

              

Good of the Parish  
- Father Mike thanked Kelly, Mike and David for becoming new members. 

- Roger complimented the school and staff for a great job over the course of the last 
year dealing with the pandemic.  

- Nichole commented it is good to see more families attending Mass. 

- Laura said it is great, and more effective, to meet with people in person after the isola-
tion caused by the pandemic 

- Trevor commented on the power of prayer.  He received a new teacher applicant after 
praying in the eucharistic chapel. 

          
 
Next Meeting:  September 9 at 7:30 PM 
    

Closing Prayer                                 


