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Behind the Scene – The Weekly Mass 
Recorded for Parishioners 
by Pat Casucci

What more can we say about the upheaval   
the pandemic of 2020 has wrought upon   
the world? Our usual daily routine is 

vastly altered and often changed. And in no way 
more so than how it has affected our church             
celebrations – from the weekly Masses, Sunday Mass 
and almost every aspect of our faith lives.
      We at OLA are fortunate to view the weekly 
Sunday Mass online when the church could not be 
open, and also at present when a number of at-risk 
people are urged to stay safe at home due to the 
pandemic. As we see the beautiful altar setting, 
the Crucifix, hear the music, and see our own 
local Pastors celebrating Mass, we can realize the 
significant opportunity to remain connected to our 
parish. (And how wondrous it is for parishioners who 
are able to again attend Mass in person.)    
      Father Mike stated, I believe the online Mass each 
week is a way to connect people with their home 
parish and church. We’ve received calls, letters and 
emails stating how appreciative people are to cel-
ebrate with their priest, and the people in different 
liturgical ministries during the Mass.
     Continuing to build and reinforce our faith 
community, despite the cautions and regulations 
forced by the pandemic, is essential. In the words 
of Randy Gracyalny, Director of Music and Liturgy, 
It’s important to us that OLA parishioners keep 
connected to the parish and to the Mass. As an 
experience of faith at home, I feel it’s important to 
have human connection as a lifeline for our faith. 
     Initially, Father Mike celebrated the Mass for our 
parishioners. After a few weeks, the Pastors of the 
Beloit/Clinton Cluster were invited to participate 
and they willingly agreed, said Gracyalny. St. Jude 

and St. Thomas Pastor, Father John Hedrick, and St. 
Stephen’s (then) Pastor, Msgr. Dan Ganshert, both 
joined Father Mike for celebration of the Mass each 
week. After Msgr. Ganshert was transferred to 
another parish, Father Andrew Showers was 
assigned St. Stephen’s Pastor and has joined in 
celebrating the Masses.   
     Father Mike admits that recording the online Mass 
has been a real change for me as I celebrate Mass 
with no one in the pews celebrating with me. 
However, these changes are a part of dealing with the 
pandemic, so I’m adjusting to them. I know that 
people are, at times, struggling with the new normal 
and the changes that occur almost every other day.
     Father Mike sympathizes with the fact of not being 
able to be with family and friends. I haven’t been with 
any of my family members since December, but I do 
call every week - to check in with them, he said while 
again stressing the importance of the online Masses.
     Though he is new to the project, Father Andrew 
said he’s proud to continue what Msgr. Ganshert 
started for St. Stephen’s. He added, At this unique 
time in our world, it’s wonderful to provide the 
opportunity for people to hear the gospel message and 
nourish their spiritual life. This can be particularly 
helpful.  
     Well known in our community, Father John is 
grateful to OLA for coordinating the effort to have the 
three pastors celebrate Mass together. It’s nice to

– Continued on Page 3
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Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

“Slow & Steady”

This is a familiar phrase that 
I am sure you have used or 
at least heard many times 

in your life. It is a phrase that I 
have been reflecting on and using 
during these past months during 

the pandemic of COVID-19 when 
people ask how things are going. 
Daily Masses and weekend Masses 
are going well with approximately 
15-20 people for daily Mass and 
anywhere from 65-95 for the week-
end Masses. We enter into another 
new season for School/Child Care 
/Faith Formation classes and Adult 
Faith Programs, with the greatest 
of precaution with regard to all 
the safety protocols that we have 
put into practice on the campus. 
As staff, we are embracing this 
uncertain time with sound hope, 
encouragement and trust in God’s 
providential care. 

      We are planning to continue 
with the on-line Masses as long as 
it is necessary, and a big shout out 
to Randy Gracyalny and all those 
who are involved. 
      Most importantly, I want to 
offer my sincere appreciation again 
for your tremendous support and 
sacrifice given financially to the 
parish, as well as all your prayers 
and words of encouragement 
during this time of pandemic. 
      Stay Well and Stay Safe!  n

God Bless
Fr. Mike

      Then in the late 1990s, 
something drew me to church 
shopping, but I stubbornly stayed 
away from the Catholic Church. 
Although I felt a sense of 
community at these various 
churches, something was 
missing. During this time, my 
mother passed away, and I 
decided to attend a Catholic Mass 
to honor her. I entered the doors 
of Our Lady of the Assumption, 
was greeted by some wonderful 
hospitality ministers, one a woman 
whom I would later learn was 
Sister Judy, received the Eucharist 
for the first time in so many years, 
and knew that the Holy Spirit had 
been pushing me home all this 
time. 
      Over the past years, I have 
served as a member both of the 
Education and Social Justice 
Committees as well as the Pastoral 
Council with Father Gary, Father 
Paul, and now as a trustee with 
Father Mike. My faith journey 
continues. I still have questions and 
am always being renewed in my 
faith, but I have been so fortunate 
to meet new friends in our parish 
with whom I can share my faith 
as they share theirs. This is what I 
hope we can all do as we go 
forward as disciples.   n

Go Make Disciples 
Initiative
by Kathy Schmidt
Evangelization Team Chair

Bishop Hying and our diocese 
have launched a four phase 
evangelizing initiative. As 

part of the first phase, each parish 
has been directed to form an 
Evangelization Team. In June, 
Father Mike approached me and 
asked if I would be interested in 
leading this team. 

      After many 
weeks of prayer 
and reflection, 
I agreed. One 
of the reasons 
I decided to 
tackle this is 
my own back-
ground in my 
faith journey 
as one who left 

the Catholic Church for almost 20 
years. I feel that I can relate to those 
Catholics who left the Church 
for various reasons yet never 
abandoned their belief in Christ. 
For many years, I didn’t attend 
church at all, believing I didn’t 
need an organized religion 
to love God. 

Fish Fries
Many volunteers and attendees 
were disappointed when we had 
to cancel the fish fries after the 2nd 
week of Lent. We are hoping to 
have fish dinners available with 
curbside delivery the 1st week of 
October. There are a number of 
things that still need to be put in 
place so it is not certain this will 
happen. Watch your Flocknote 
notifications from the parish and 
the parish website for more 
information as we get closer 
to that date.  n



Recorded Mass
Continued from Page 1

work with them. I continue to hear 
words of gratitude from people 
who are watching the Mass. I’ll 
keep doing all I can to serve God at 
this time though there are a lot of 
unknowns and uncertainties, stated 
Father John who has been a priest 
for 50 years.
     In order to provide the liturgy 
we view each week, several 
volunteers share their time and 
technical skills for recording each 
Mass. Also, musicians and 
Proclaimers of the Word take 
turns representing each parish.
     There is considerable planning 
required so that these meaningful 
Masses can be celebrated in our 
beautiful church. Gracyalny is the 
main coordinator of the weekly 
Masses, a task that takes at least 
five hours. He plans most of the 
details for each Mass, and contacts 
the proclaimers and musicians 
from the Cluster Parishes, 
including Hispanic members. 
During the Mass, text for readings 
is shown in the English or Spanish 
language, depending on the 
language spoken by the proclaimer. 
     Faithfully sharing their gifts 
are our OLA musicians:  Linda 
Gracyalny, piano; Joseph Kriz, 
bass; Sarah Gracyalny, flute; and 
Teresa Gracyalny cantor. Other 
cantors frequently helping have 
been Dennis Conerton and Karen 
Bach from St. Jude/Thomas and 

Erin Munro-Krull from OLA. 
     Linda Gracyalny said, When I 
was asked, I was very pleased to 
be able to play for parishioners 
who cannot attend Mass in person, 
but this certainly is different. I’m 
not used to playing for an 
empty church, she said in her 
cheery manner. However, I got 
used to doing this but I don’t want 
it to be normal. Playing at a 
recorded Mass is different than 
playing with group singing at a 
Mass.      

Set Up
     Volunteers John Berner and 
Adam Gracyalny, assisted by 
Teresa Gracyalny, tackle the 
technical aspects of recording the 
Mass. Berner has done audio and 
video work for years. I was 
available when this pandemic 
hit the world and when asked, 
I said it was feasible to do this 
recording. There’s a lot of team 
effort involved. I like the 
opportunity to share my talents 
with our parish. 
     Adam Gracyalny said, I have 
a technical background and am 
pretty much self taught. This is an 
important project for me because 
we can offer the Mass for all our 
parishioners. I’m happy that I 
can help facilitate the recording. 
It’s worked out pretty well with a 
good quality recording using what 
we have. It’s a team effort. We use 
everyone’s gifts.   
     Two IPhones, each sitting on a 

tri-pod, are 
used for 
the video 
recording of 
each Mass. 
One sits in 
front of the 
altar, the 
other is in 
front of the 
ambo 

(pulpit). During the editing 
process, we can change from one 
phone to the other, said Adam. 
The audio from the Mass runs 
through the church sound 
system and feeds into a computer.
      After the Mass is recorded, 
Randy said it takes two hours or 
more for technical editing of the 
recording, including being sure the 
sound is as clear as possible and 
well balanced between instruments 
and voices.
      He explained, Due to the 
pandemic, we’ve tried to minimize 
as much as possible the number 
of musicians and people from 
different households who 
participate. We keep this project 
simple. Our Masses are recorded 
each week at a time prior to 4:00pm 
on Saturday, when they become 
available online. The Masses are 
not offered for live streaming so we 
can more easily provide music 
for the songs.   
     He said the Masses will 
continue to be recorded each 
week until such time when all 
worshippers are able to again 
gather for Mass in the churches – 
until the Mass obligation is 
reinstated.
     Father Mike stated, My prayer is 
that God will give us the strength 
and wisdom to endure this time of 
pandemic. And, as well, that we 
will make it through the pandemic, 
be stronger in our faith, and have a 
deeper commitment to each other 
as disciples.
     After concluding his sincere 
wishes, Father Mike added a 
typical humorous aside. I always 
ask when people thank us for doing 
the online Masses if they 
are tempted to fast forward 
the homily!   n
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Plans for the parish social/
fundraising events have been 
impacted by the pandemic just as 
everything else.
      As you should know from 
other parish communications, 
the Entertainment Tent and 
Pancake Breakfast, normally held 
as part of the Fall Festival, have 
been cancelled. We are continuing 
with the Car Raffle which features 
the use of a Chevy Silverado pick-
up or Trailblazer compact SUV for 2 
years, or $10,000 cash as the grand 
prize. There are $3,300 in additional 
cash prizes and the drawing will 
be held in the gym on Sunday, 
September 30, at 1:00pm. Be sure 
your tickets are turned in through 
the collection or to the

Administration Center before then! 
      We will also have the Silent 
Auction, but, this year, nothing will 
be displayed in the gym. All the 
viewing and bidding will be 
online. The items from OLA 
School’s Spring Fling Auction will 
also be included since that Spring 
date was cancelled due to the 
pandemic. There will be hundreds 
of fabulous items which we hope 
to have available to view, as items 
arrive, in early September and open 
bidding around September 20. Here 
are the bidding instructions:

Online Bidding Instructions

For Cell Phone: 
n Text “ola2020” to 243725. 
Click on the link, and you are set 
to browse! 
n Click on the head icon in the 
right corner to complete your 
registration to bid.

For ComPuter or tablet: 
n Go to: bidpal.net/ola
n Click “sign in” to register 
to bid. 
n Fill in your email 
n Create password (8 characters in 
length: 1 uppercase, 
1 lowercase, 1 number, and 
1 special character)
n Fill in cell phone number 
to complete sign in. 
n You can choose to add a credit 
card number, if you wish, for easy 
checkout.
n You are now able to browse all 
items, or browse by category. 

      If you have something to donate 
or questions about the Silent 
Auction please call Linda 
Gracyalny at 608-751-3446 or 
Tracey Goethe 608-359-3388.  n
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Discalced Carmelite 
Missionaries
Kenya Mission Appeal 2020

Typically, in the fall of each 
year we have a diocesan 
sponsored Mission Appeal 

in our parish. This year the 
Discalced Carmelite Friars (OCD) 
from Milwaukee were scheduled to 
be here the weekend of November 
7-8 but, due to the pandemic, they 
are not sending anyone out for 
mission talks.
      They have graciously provided 
some information on themselves and 
their mission work, and an envelope 
is enclosed with this newsletter, if 
you would be willing to share a gift 
to continue their good work.  
Envelopes can be returned through 
the Sunday collection, to the 
Administration Center or mail 
to the parish. Thank you in advance 
for your generosity.

      The order of Discalced Carmelite 
Friars was founded by St. Teresa 
of Avila and St. John of the Cross 
in the 16th century. They are present 
in missions around the world.
      The mission in Kenya began in 
1902. The appeal collection is used 
to help our 60+ missionary priests 
and brothers share the Good News 
of Jesus Christ through prayer, 
presence and projects of love. 
Although Kenya is considered to be 
one of the more advanced and stable 

of the African nations, 
large numbers of its 
population suffer 
greatly from disease, 
poverty and lack of 
basic necessities of 
life. This is aggravated 

by corruption in the government.  
Were it not for the help of the many 
missionary congregations in Kenya, 
there would be very little hope for 
the many who suffer. Kenyans are 
a gentle and peace-loving people.  
Their deeply religious nature finds 
expression in exuberant liturgies, 

abundant in song, dance and colorful 
vestments and attire.  
      The primary work of the OCD 
in Nairobi, the capital of Kenya, 
consists of educating native African 
friars from several English-speak-
ing countries in East Africa for the 
priesthood. In addition, we operate 
parishes, outstations and retreat 
facilities for the diocesan clergy, 
religious congregations and laity. 
Finally, we offer whatever assistance 
we can to the poor who knock on our 
church door each day.
      Your gift, great or small, will be 
deeply appreciated and will allow 
our missionaries to fulfill the 
baptismal commitment that we all 
share – to bring the Good News to 
all corners of the earth. In addition, 
we ask that you pray daily for 
our mission and missionaries 
everywhere.  
      If you would like more infor-
mation about us, visit our website: 
www.ocdwashprov.com.    n
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Child Care Re-Opens
by Cassandra Letcher, 
Director of Child Care

Our Lady of the Assumption 
Child Care re-opened May 
26th, 2020, and 

embraced the changes that we’ve 
had to make to ensure the safety 
and well-being of our students and 
staff to the best of our ability.  
      We have implemented: 
n Curbside pick-up and drop-offs, 
n Temperature checks for both 
students and staff, 
n Switching home shoes to day-
care shoes (students and staff)
n Hand sanitizer: whether it’s the 
first time entering the building or 
returning from outdoor/
playground student’s have come 
to expect getting a squirt of it on 
their hands.
n Handwashing: We also wash 
once in the classroom even after 
sanitizer as handwashing is best 
practice.  

n Social Distancing as much as can 
be expected with littles.
n TOH: Top of the hour cleaning 
throughout center on the 
high-touch spots
n Contactless parent/student 
check-in/out via Brightwheel.  
Parents scan QR code with their 
phone, answer some health 
questions, and do digital signature 
all from their phone!  
n Teachers and children 5 years 
old and up are wearing masks 
at all times.  
      The students and staff have 
adjusted well, and we have had 
no COVID cases, and almost slim 
to no illnesses at the center. God is 
Good. Our program is play-based 
and we have weekly themes for 
the summer and also added daily 
themes to help change it up and 
keep the kids occupied mentally.  
Our most recent weekly theme was 
Animals at the Fair (lesson shown).  
We made daily themes: Mystery 
Monday, Traveling Tuesday, Wet 
n’ Wild Wednesday, Thoughtful 

Thursday, Friendship Friday.       
      From our family to yours we 
pray your family stays healthy and 
happy through these most 
challenging times.    n

Love Begins Here 2020



Welcome New OLA 
School Faculty

OLA School has a long 
history of Catholic religious 
formation and academic 

excellence. Continuing that 
tradition we are proud to welcome 
the following teachers to the OLA 
School Family.

Lynn Rafferty 
Hello! I am 
happy to be 
joining the Our 
Lady of the 
Assumption 
school family! 
I have been 
Catholic all my 
life, and I love 
being able 

to share my faith with others, 
especially students. I have been 
happily married to my husband, 
Tony, for 33 years. We have 2 sons, 
Jacob who is 25 years old and Jonah 
who is 21 years old. Charlie is my 
11 year old cocker spaniel that fills 
my life with joy, and according 
to my boys, he is my favorite son. 
I enjoy reading and baseball, 
especially if it involves the Chicago 
Cubs. 
      I have a Bachelor of Education 
degree from Rockford University. 
I had been a teacher at St. Peter 
Catholic School in South Beloit for 
27 years until it closed permanently 
this past spring. During that time 
I have taught a variety of subjects 
and grade levels. I began my career 
at St. Peter as the 7th grade home-
room teacher and 5th-8th grade 
science teacher. After that I taught 
pre-kindergarten and kindergarten 
for several years until I moved to a 
self-contained 4th grade classroom. 
When St. Peter started to combine 
classrooms, I taught a combined 
3rd and 4th grade which turned 
into a combined 4th and 5th grade. 
Over the last several years I have 
been teaching a 5th and 6th grade 
homeroom and religion to 1st, 2nd, 
and 4th-8th grade. 

      It has always been my purpose 
to reach and teach every child and I 
will do my best to continue in that 
mission in the 8th grade homeroom 
at Our Lady of the Assumption 
school. 
God’s blessing be with you all.  n

Ellen 
LaBianco
Hello! I am 
very excited 
to join the 
Our Lady of 
Assumption 
family 
as the 4th 
grade 

teacher. I am a parishioner of St. 
James in Belvidere, IL in which I 
taught Religious Education for 15 
years. I was born and raised in the 
suburbs of Chicago where I 
attended St. Pius X Elementary 
School and Montini Catholic High 
School. I participated in many 
sports during high school and 
college. After high school, I stayed 
close to home and graduated from 
Dominican University (Rosary 
College) in River Forest, IL.
      I worked for over 10 years 
with the fundraising company, 
Market Day. I helped schools in the 
Boone County area raise money 
for their organizations. Working 
in the schools piqued my interest 
in teaching. I decided to substitute 
teach to see if I like it. I loved it!  
I substituted for 3 years. One day 
I received a phone call from 
St. James School asking if I would 
be interested in teaching pre-
kindergarten. I was honored they 
asked me to join their staff and 
I did!
      I currently live in the Belvid-
ere area. I have three children. My 
daughter Allison, my son Darren, 
and my daughter Emily. Allison 
was born with developmental 
disabilities and completed her time 
at Belvidere High School. She now 
resides in Rockford with a group of 
friends. My son, Darren is working 

full-time and working on his 
apprenticeship in construction 
and architecture. My youngest, 
Emily just graduated from 
Belvidere North High School. 
She kept me very busy being a 
chauffeur and a fan for varsity 
poms, dance, and high school 
softball. Emily plans to attend Rock 
Valley College in the fall studying 
graphic and interior design.
      Now, that games and 
performances are over, I look 
forward to spending more time 
crafting, gardening, painting, 
especially religious statues, and 
learning Italian. One day I will go 
to Italy and have a wonderful 
conversation with the Pope, or at 
least be able to order some good 
Italian food!  n

Linda Lund
I have been in 
the education 
field since 
high school. 
I started as a 
tutor, and have 
worked about 
every age and 
grade; from 
4 year olds at 

Creative Learning Center 
to my last assignment as district 
Talented and Gifted Coordinator 
for the Clinton Community 
Schools. I love teaching kids and 
watching them get past the 
struggle of learning to finally 
master concepts. I’m excited to be 
at OLA to help guide our 5th 
graders onward!
      I moved around a lot when I 
was younger, but call home Taipei, 
Taiwan. I have been in Beloit since 
coming here for college, where I 
earned my degree in Psychology. I 
earned my Masters in Elementary 
Education from Grand Canyon 
University. I am married and have 
2 daughters, a Junior in college and 
sophomore in High School. We 
live on a farm here in Beloit, and I 
enjoy playing with our goats, and 
playing cribbage.  n
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A Piece of History
by Pat Hemenway

With the celebration of 
our parish feast day on       
August 15th, it seems 

most fitting that the origin of the 
statue of Our Lady of the Assump-
tion, the patroness of our parish be 
featured.
      As a response to the plea of 
Pope Pius XII during the Marian 
Holy Year of 1954 that statues 
and images of the Blessed Virgin 
be erected and publicly displayed, 
the founders of Our Lady of the 
Assumption Parish at the request 
of then Pastor, Robert J. O’Hara, 
wholeheartedly responded. It 
was decided that a simple, but 
beautiful, shrine of the Blessed 
Mother be placed in the heart 
of our parish grounds and would 
represent the devotion and trust 
in Our Lady. On a four foot 
pedestal stands a replica made 
of white Italian marble of the world 
famous Madonna of Murillo which 
arrived from Italy in late 1957. All 

passersby on Shopiere Road and 
all those entering our parking lot 
continue to be edified and inspired 
by this image of our patroness, Our 
Lady of the Assumption, as was the 
intention 66 years ago.  
      A special plaque permanently 
affixed to the pedestal contains 
the names of the families who 
made this possible through their 
contributions at that time. It was 

suggested that a minimum 
donation of $25 be given towards 
the shrine which would include an 
inscription of the donor’s name on 
the plaque.  
     In his letter to OLA Parishioners 
in 1954, Fr. Robert J. O’Hara, Pastor, 
suggested: for all generations to 
come as they kneel before the statue 
will read these warm and inviting 
words written in bold print above 
your inscribed names this heart-
felt message:  ‘Dear Friend, in your 
charity won’t you say a prayer for 
us today?’
      When you have a moment, you 
might consider stopping by to view 
the names inscribed on the base 
of the statue. You may find an 
ancestor, family member, neighbor 
or friend to remember in prayer 
and gratitude for their sacrifice and 
generosity in providing this 
permanent shrine to Our Lady 
of the Assumption.    n

7

Totus Tuus
Summer 2020 Program 
Online
by Marianne Giovingo, 
Director of Faith Formation

Totus Tuus is Latin for            
Totally Yours. This phrase 
was popularized by Pope 

St. John Paul II, in which he 
expressed his devotion to our 
Blessed Mother, and Her guidance 
of us to Jesus. Typically, young 
adults would come to the Parishes 
after being trained by the Diocese to 
teach the youth of the Church 
for a week about essential Truths 
of our faith with a Sacramental 
presence emphasized. The 
pandemic invited us to become 
creative and to provide this 
program online. We are excited and 
hopeful to invite the Parish to 
partake in this journey of Totus 
Tuus live in Summer 2021. n

The Flanagan family takes a prayer walk together 
as part of Totus Tuus.



Hope
by Laura Warzecha
Director of Pastoral Ministries

For those asking: When will 
this be over?, struggling (all 
of us), frustrated by going to 

the same three places over and over 
or stuck only at home, weary of the 
sanitize-mask-distance mantra. Not 
able to attend Mass in person or 
receive Holy Communion. Not able 
to visit face-to-face. Not able to hug 
or be hugged. Etc, etc, etc. I bring 
you words of inspiration.
      When you’re exasperated … and 
when you keep your heart serene 
… then indeed, the pattern of the 
carpet for Our Lady’s feet becomes 
so dazzling, so beautiful, that 
the angels come from all sides of 
heaven to gaze on it in admiration. 
Even the Christ Child gets down 
from his Mother’s knees and wants 
to play on it. Is this not worth it 
all, to make our sad, forgotten, 
neglected, persecuted Christ smile 
and want to play?

      When people, things, and events 
seem to pass you by, when no one 
confides in you, when you stand 
cold and forlorn, on the outside 
looking in, and the feeling of 
neglect and loneliness becomes 
more than you can bear, and a sense 
of wrong and injustice rises in your 
tired mind and heart, poisoning 
your soul so much that you 
cannot even pray … when all 
this happens and you resolutely 
shut your mind, heart and soul to 
the poison that it generates, and 
silently, quietly—without a word, 
a glance, or a gesture that reveals 
your hurt—go about your little 
way, then heaven stands still 
and even angels envy you the 
opportunity of giving gifts to the 
giver of all things—God. For you 
tread then in the path of the saints, 
which is just another name for 
lovers of Christ.
 – from Catherine Doherty, 

staff letter, “Grace in Every Season”, 
August 14th.

      

Without regular Eucharist it is 
even more important to stay in 
touch with the Divine within and 
to nurture your relationship with 
God. Try not to put prayer on hold 
as there is always something to 
distract. Make it a habit to offer a 
period each day to feed your 
relationship so that it grows and 
so too does the journey. It isn’t the 
amount of time that God counts as 
much as the quality of the time we 
spend in prayer.    n

Let God: shine on those who 
sit in darkness and the shadow 
of death,
To guide our feet into the way of 
peace.

– Luke 1: 78,79
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Wild Goose – Adult 
Faith Formation
by Marianne Giovingo, 
Director of Faith Formation

In our Baptism, we are graced 
with the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit. In life, we are called to 

enter into a deeper relationship with 
Him in our daily lives.
      Every Tuesday until October 
20th, a small group will continue to 

meet over zoom to discuss an 
episode from the Wild Goose series 
on FORMED. FORMED.org 
is a free program through 
the parish that invites you 
to a variety of movies, 
documentaries, books, and so 
many other programs that 
emphasize the Catholic Faith 
to come alive for all people 
in the family.  
      Please email Marianne at 
mgiovingo@olabeloit.com to join 
the discussion (required to send the 
zoom link each week). You are free 
to watch the series without joining 
in the small group, but I would 
encourage you to sign up even 
if you’re not available every 
Tuesday; we are called to walk 
in community.   n

Registration—
Faith Formation
It’s Not Too Late!

Religious Education for 
grades 1-8 will begin on 
Wednesday, Sept. 9th 

at 6:15-7:30pm.  
      High School Faith Formation 
and preparation for Confirmation 
will begin on Sunday, September 
13th. All are highly encouraged 
to attend with their families the 
10:30am Mass and then will 
proceed downstairs to Assumption 
Hall until 1:00pm.  
      In both cases, all guidelines 
according to the CDC are being 
implemented to ensure the safe 
return of all!   n



1st Communion

We had the opportunity 
to celebrate the 
Sacrament of First Holy 

Communion with our 2nd graders 
in school and faith formation and 
other older children who had been 
preparing for the Sacraments. It 
was beautiful to walk with them 
throughout the time of ‘safer-at-
home’ virtually and then welcome 
them back at the Altar once public 
Masses resumed.
      Additional restrictions did 
not eliminate their zeal for the 
Eucharist, ultimately, for Jesus!  
Let us take courage from their 
example and keep our eyes 
focused on Jesus no matter the 
storm. May we approach Him even 
in our weakness and cry out 
to Him for help, to be our Savior!

RCIA

Some of our RCIA 
candidates were received 
into full Communion in the 

Catholic Church with their 
sponsors and families present.  
There are other candidates still 
awaiting to be received due 
to circumstances out of their 
control. God’s timing is perfect, 
but I beg you to continue to pray 
for them. All of these candidates 
have witnessed such great faith 
and we rejoice with them, for 
them! Let us continue to seek 
Truth in our daily lives and be 
inspired by their journey 
of faith!
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Families gather together for one 
of the First Communion Masses.

Jonathan Soto 
receiving 

Confirmation.

Sandra 
Tello-Xique 
receiving 
Confirmation.



OLA School Athletics
by Tom Sennett

T he COVID-19 pandemic has 
taken its toll on athletics 
nationwide, and while it 

is still too early to tell how it will 
affect the 2020/2021 OLA School 
sports programs, it presents an 
opportunity to take a different tack 
with this sports article, mainly to 
reminisce about several of the long 
time coaches and their teams’ 
accomplishments
      OLA’s sports program offers 
both boys and girls basketball, 
volleyball, track and field, and cross 
country sports. And we would be 
remiss if we didn’t include cheer-
leaders and pom pom girls. In most 
instances, each of these sports has a 
head coach and an assistant or two, 
and sometimes additional helpers, 
depending on specific events. 
All, of course, are unpaid 
volunteers, dedicated to the school, 
and teaching the students sports-
manship and the right way to play 
the game. 
      Sports history is a subject 
almost every fan enjoys, and this is 
especially the case with OLA fans 
who have had children or grand-
children, or a child of their friends 
participating in one of the sports 
the program offers. Basketball is the 
sport at OLA that gets the most fan 
support, and it was not uncommon 
to have standing room only for 
the games at the school gym. This 
was the case when John Onderak 
coached the A boys basketball team 
in the years from 1984 to 2019 – an 

amazing record 32 seasons during 
this time period.
      The 32 years of coaching 
produced a total of 496 wins and 
only 147 losses, with 12 Southern 
Wisconsin Catholic Conference 
Titles: a very favorable record for 
any basketball coach, to say the 
least. John did have help, though, 
with some very good assistant 
coaches, and most importantly, a 
lot of very talented team players. 
Together, as a team, they were able 
to accomplish such a record.
      Of the notable assistant 
coaches during those years, Don 
Whalen spent approximately 30 
years as an assistant, and a head 
coach. Other coaches that helped 
John during that time were 
Merlin Bussan, Barney Conway, 
Ron Mauthe, Elliot Mauel 
and Mike Donnelly. All of the 
assistants contributed immensely 
to the overall success of the 
teams as a whole, as well as 
the individual players.
      The players, of course, are the 
ones that play the game, and put 
the ball through the hoop enough 
to win games. In the 32 years that 
John was the head coach, he had 
a lot of very good players. It 
would be impossible to name 
them all, but fair to list some of the 
outstanding ones. An outstanding 

player might be a scorer, a point 
guard, an excellent rebounder or 
really good defensively. And there 
were many in the coaches’ minds, 
other than the few listed here:
Matthias Onderak – OLA All Time 
Leading Scorer (513 points in one 
season/career 1146 points), Matt 
Mauthe – #9 All Time 
Leading Scorer, Adrian Yancey – 
#10 All Time Leading Scorer, Sal 
Crivello – #13 All Time Leading 
Scorer, Dennis Ruedinger – #26 
All Time Leading Scorer.
      A number of them continued to 
play basketball in high school and 
college, a testament to their talent 
and the coaching they received 
at OLA.

      There are a number of 
other OLA coaches, who have 
volunteered in a variety of sports 
for many years, that may warrant 
additional sports history content 
in a forthcoming issue of this 
newsletter.  n
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Pastoral Care 
During a Pandemic
by Laura Warzecha
Director of Pastoral Ministries

As the saying goes, more or 
less: The Work of the Holy 
Spirit is unstoppable. The 

activities at Our Lady of the 
Assumption under the Director of 
Pastoral Ministries are no exception 
during these pandemic times. I 
would like to offer a few examples 
of how Pastoral and Social Justice 
Ministries have not only continued, 
but have flourished in these months 
of seeming chaos. 
      For parishioners unable to 
leave their home or long-term care 
facility, window, phone, and video 
visits have become the norm. 
In addition, we have increased 
greetings by mail and personal 
drop-offs of spiritual resources: 
rosaries, Missalettes, bulletins, 
prayer aids and specifically: bibles 
and homilies to those incarcerated. 
Only very recently have we been 
able to resume some form of safe 
in-person visits by our Respite Care 
Team to a few residents at long-
term care facilities on outdoor 
patios, masked, distanced and 
timed. We are hoping this visiting 
policy expands as COVID-19 
infections diminish.
      OLA Seasons of Hope, 
Catholic Grief Ministry has not 
missed a beat since Pandemic Day 
One! Our weekly meetings went 
online through video or video 
calling (for those without Internet 
access) so that no one grieving the 

11

loss of a loved one would suffer 
alone. Also for those in the group 
needing a little extra chat time each 
week, a masked-face-to-masked-
face gathering is available outdoors 
on parish grounds. 
      Two ministries that remain 
unaffected and especially needed 
at this time are our Greeting Card 
Ministry and Prayer Ministry. 
Support continues by post, email, 
phone calls and of course, airwaves, 
keeping parishioners spiritually 
connected. 
      Family Promise, a community- 
wide traveling ministry for 
families in need of transitional 
housing, is now providing families 
a temporary home in area motels 
instead of in parish facilities. We are 
still able to safely host families by 
providing delicious home-cooked 
hot meals, smiles, words of 
encouragement and other items 
of need, right to their door. 
      Unbelievably, other ministries 
not only survive, but also thrive 
during this time. Four such 

works of service that our parish 
is involved in are Immigrant Out-
reach, Racial Injustice Education & 
Response, Effort to End Homeless-
ness and Respect Life Ministry. It 
helped that even before the virus 
outbreak, OLA, area churches and 
Beloit civic members represented a 
strong base of committed 
leadership; however, forced video 
meetings expanded our ability 
to dialogue with and include a 
more diverse and far-reaching 
community alliance. 
      Further, parishioners for 
non-violence participating in safe, 
peaceful and respectful in-person 
demonstrations for social change 
is not something new. The recent 
gatherings have remained 
peaceful, at least in part, because 
of the foundation of unity and 
relationship established well before 
the current challenging social 
climate. Evangelization and 
Christ’s work at its best.  n

Winnie Jentz, Judy Tallman and 
Pat Kothe window-visit their 

long-time friend on her birthday 
at a care facility in town.



Vincent de Paul (608) 362-6775 
or mail checks (made out to the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul) to 
614 Fourth St, Beloit, WI 53511.

      ECHO is a 
social service 
agency with a 
mission to meet 
basic human 
needs such as 

food and housing. ECHO receives 
grants and donations to assist any 
Rock County residents with 
housing payments. Residents 
in need must demonstrate how 
they got behind and the need 
for assistance. This program can 
pay up to one to three months 
of housing assistance. ECHO does 
not discriminate if someone is 
undocumented. ECHO accepts 
restricted donations for immigrant 
residents in need of housing 
assistance. Contributions should be 
made to ECHO and marked for the 
Immigrant Family Aid. For further 
information, contact ECHO Client 
Advocate, Rejeana De Viana at 
(608) 754-5333.  n

*The Beloit and Janesville Immigrant Task 
Forces organized early in 2020. We are a 
group of concerned citizens from a variety 
of faith-based communities and walks 
of life. We seek understanding of our
immigrant neighbors and ways to support 
them. We welcome you to join us! 
Contact Ellen Joyce for more information: 
eejoyce66@gmail.com

Relief Funds for 
Immigrants Suffering 
from Covid-19
by Ellen Joyce, 
Update from the Social Justice Commission

As we process the multiple 
effects of Covid-19 on our 
community, it is important 

to recognize that the economic 
hardship created by this pandemic 
is, for some of our neighbors, 
almost entirely without relief. 
Many who have lost their jobs due 
to the pandemic are receiving 
support through extended 
unemployment insurance, paid 
sick leave and one-time direct 
payments. One group among us, 
however, will not be helped 
by these efforts: undocumented 
immigrants. 
      Although they have lived in our 
community for years, are taxpayers 
and may even own their own 
businesses, undocumented 
immigrants are not eligible to 
receive federal and state benefits. 
Even if they or their children are 
eligible for some benefits, they may 
be afraid to apply.
      As people of faith, we believe 
it is our responsibility to ensure 
that our neighbors have their basic 
needs met. The Beloit and Janesville 
Immigrant Task Forces*  are 
working with local established 
agencies to support those who have 
nowhere else to go.
      We can help members of these 
communities who are struggling 
to pay their bills and care for their 

families by contributing to any 
of the following organizations:
      An Immigrant Relief Fund has 
been established at St. Thomas 
Catholic Church in Beloit for 
monetary donations. These will be 
used to purchase Woodman’s gift 
cards (for groceries and gas) 
or assist with other needs; all 
immigrants affected by Covid-19 
are eligible – they do not need to 
be members of St. Thomas Church 
or other Catholic churches. Mail 
checks written to St. Thomas 
Church to 822 East Grand (memo 
line: Immigrant Relief Fund). 
Contact Ruth Kolpack: 608-362-
7356 with any questions. 

      The Rock 
County YWCA 
has set up an 
Immigrant 
Relief fund for 

any needs associated with the 
pandemic. There is a GoFundMe 
page at https://charity.gofundme.
com/o/en/campaign/immigrant-
covid-19-relief-fund1. Donations 
may also be sent directly to YWCA 
Rock County (1735. S. Washington 
St., Janesville, WI 53546). Checks 
should be noted for “Immigrant 
Relief Fund.” For further questions, 
or media inquiries, please contact 
Ginna Isunza, Immigrant Outreach 
Program Director, at gisunza@yw-
carockco.com or (608) 752-5445.

      St Vincent de Paul 
in Beloit is able to 
help immigrants (and 
others) with housing 
costs, grocery cards, 

and clothing needs. Contact St. 
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Baptisms “You Are God’s Work of Art”
Angela Elena Perez  (Diego & Gladys)
Betalia Nicole Torres  (Juan & Yesenia)
Aasher Jay Lewis  (Natasha)
Madison Raine Radant (Natasha)
Maci Lynn Martinez (Rhonda)
Tenlee Flora Miller (Mitchell & Hannah)
Greyson Joseph Bennie  (Joseph & Maiya)
Juliet Leilani Lopez  (Luis & Karina)
Juliana Davette Lopez (Jose & Daisy)
Annabelle Lynn, Isabella Rose & 
   Seth Alexander Ferra Jr. (Seth Sr. & Caroline)

Deaths   “I Have Called You Each by Name”
Keith M. Weigelt (3-20-2020)
Gary L. Pergolski (3-28-2020)
Norma I. Makovec (5-22-2020)
Robert F. Darling  (6-8-2020)
David R. Greenlee (6-24-2020)
Jewel E. Ennis (7-26-2020)
Edward L. McMahon (8-6-2020)


