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Seasons Of Hope: New Grief Support 
Group Delivers Balm, Then Joy 
to the Soul
by Jim Andrews, Dominican Associate of Sinsinawa

Let’s face it. It’s a rough thing to lose your mom.
My mom passed on July 18th last year.             
My mom had so much impact on so many    

people, that I chose to celebrate her at her visitation 
and funeral, not mourn her.
      I celebrated her perseverance and work ethic. The 

Soroka family arrived 
in hot sticky New 
Orleans in 1949, my 
Mom with no shoes, 
after a 3-week 
sojourn on the deck 
of a freightliner 
traveling from 
Poland. They toiled 
picking cotton in 
Osceola, Arkansas as 
their first job, so they 
could pay off their 
boat fare. 
      I celebrated her 
faith. My mom’s 
family were founders 
of Christ the Savior 

Orthodox Church in Rockford, literally building the 
church from the ground up. She sang in the choir 
for 62 years, served three terms as president of the 
Sisterhood and cleaned her church home with her 
sisters and childhood friends, on their hands and 
knees, as they did in the old country.
      I celebrated her love of food. It wasn’t just the 
pierogis, kolaczki and cabbage rolls she concocted, 

but how she connected with those with whom she 
shared her food and, therefore, her love.
      Three months later it hit me. Grief – that keen 
mental suffering and distress – it was a deep 
emotional response to a great loss.
      I felt like I was flailing. I lacked the black-and-
white answers I was used to in most aspects of my 
life. The uncertainty was overwhelming. I felt ill 
equipped, without healthy ways to cope with the 
grief, with no idea on how to begin to heal.
      Then I fell upon Seasons of Hope, the new support 
group just starting at Our Lady of the Assumption. 
And I began to learn to share the sorrow, to impart 
memories of my mom and to talk about my feelings 
of loss.
      Each session was filled with tips and insights that 
helped me learn and helped me start to heal: To act 
meek in my grief and endure loss with patience and 
without resentment (just like God would); That tears 
contain chemical byproducts of stress that can help 
release emotions; That when darkness enters my 
thoughts, the spirit of wisdom ultimately shines 
on my path; That compassion is a gift that unites us; 
That we can appreciate our grief as God uses it to 
transform us. 
      I learned that Jesus wants me to find joy again. 
That joy abounds, it’s all around me and I need to 
embrace it. So I am. I can honestly say that because of 
this grief journey I have never felt closer to God. And 
that’s simply amazing.   n
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Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

Lent calls us first, to recapture 
holy simplicity; to put aside 
the many things that 

complicate our lives and to focus 
and embrace the fullness of God...
with the virtues of love, joy, 
compassion, forgiveness, charity 
and justice. 

      During the Season of Lent, Our 
Lady of the Assumption Parish 
will have many opportunities 
to immerse yourself in God’s 
fullness. (Look for the Lenten 
schedule in this newsletter, the 
bulletin or on the parish web-
page.) The way of holy simplicity 
is to turn to the Lord with fast-
ing, prayer and works of charity, 
putting aside whatever distracts us 
from God’s grace. 
      May we slow down this Lent 
to see that fullness of God working 
in our life and the lives of those 
around us.

Fr. Mike   n

Catholic Schools Week
by Trevor Seivert, 
OLA School Principal

We had the best Catholic 
Schools Week ever! said a 
4th grade student.

OLA, along with the whole 
nation’s Catholic Schools, 
celebrated Catholic Schools Week 
January 26 - February 1. This year 
was pretty special, compared 
to other years. We started the week 
with our best Open House in the 
past 5 years. We gave out 29 
enrollment packets, ran out of 
donuts, coffee and juice, and even 
enrolled a few families. This was 
more than double our previous two 
years combined!
      A special “Thanks” to Fr. Mike, 
the Marketing Committee, our 
Marketer Chris Aderhold, our 
teachers and staff, secretary Mrs. 
Boylan and Mrs. Sheridan for the 
PK Meet-n-Greet. Together, we had 
a successful Catholic Schools Week.
      The week began with Katie 
Breiten winning our annual 
Geography Bee!  Katie now gets 
to compete in the regional National 
Geography Bee!
      OLA was again invited to 
Rockford Boylan High School, to 
celebrate Mass with the high school 
students and the Rockford Area 
Catholic Schools. The teachers won 
the staff vs. 8th grade volleyball 

game on Tuesday. On Wednesday, 
we served pancakes to our families 
for breakfast and enjoyed a talent 
show. The two big events were the 
most successful. On Thursday, we 
took the whole school bowling!  
Then on Friday, we had our 
family fun festival and played 
games in the gym and each of the 
classes decorated their classroom 
into a mini-putt hole!
      Taken as a whole, it was one 
of the best Catholic School’s Week 
we’ve ever had!
      At Catholic Schools, we Learn, 
Serve, Lead and Succeed!  n

Abagail Meyer – 
Champion!
Last June we had an article on 
Abagail, presently an 8th grader at 
our school, and her success 
in competitive Morgan Horse 
riding. This past October, Abagail 
won the Morgan Grand National 
Championship, for the third year 
in a row, and took 3rd in the 
World Championship against 26 
competitors. Congratulations, 
Abagail, and continued success!

The OLA Fish Fry 
continues every Friday during 

Lent starting February 28.



OLA School and Child 
Care Annual Fund
by Aron Bussan 

In the fall of 2016, the OLA 
School and Child Care Annual 
Fund was established to 

broaden the financial base of 
support for our school, building 
a long-term, renewable funding 
source, and serving as an 
investment in our school’s future.
      Catholic schools are typically 
funded through tuition, parish 
support, endowment income, 
and fundraising. In the future, 
fundraising efforts will need 
to substantially grow in order to 
keep tuition at an affordable level 
for young families, and to reduce 
pressure on the parish budget.  
For sixty five years, thousands 
of alumni from our school have 
benefited personally, academical-
ly, and professionally, thriving as 
stewards of the school’s mission.
      Since fundraising currently 
represents just 6% of the school’s 
budget, a compelling case can be 
made for supporting our Catholic 
school. The Annual Fund 
committee has focused primarily 
on parishioners, however a greater 
initiative to reach out to the 
greater Beloit community and 
school alumni living around the 
country is underway. In the first 
three years (11/30/16 - 6/30/19) 
a total of $92,539 was gifted. For 
the current fiscal year (7/1/19 - 
6/30/20) a total of $16,411 has been 
gifted to date.       
      Gifts can be designated to any 
of three areas of support, and can 
also be made in honor of or in 
memory of someone special like 
a parent, grandparent, respected 
teacher, coach, or other loved ones:

Where the Need is Greatest
Gifts designated for this category 
allow the school and child care 
maximum flexibility in using your 
donation. Funds may be used for 
teacher training, religious 
instruction materials, or other 
critical needs.

Tuition Assistance 
(The McMorran Fund)
This fund helps make a Catholic 
school education more readily 
available to interested families.  
The McMorran Fund is a   
spendable fund created to honor 
the career and dedication of long 
serving principal, Arlene 
McMorran, and provides tuition 
assistance to demonstrated needs.

Curriculum Enhancements
Through Annual Fund support, we 
have been able to strengthen the 
foreign language programming, 
provide technology upgrades to 
ensure students have a competitive 
advantage in an ever-changing 
technology landscape, as well as 
increase school counseling support. 

      Annual Fund gifts are made 
immediately available when 
needed, providing a level of 
flexibility for the school to 
maximize opportunities as they 
arise. Donations to the fund should 
be above and beyond annual 
stewardship support for the parish.  
Anyone wishing to make a 
donation can contact Marianne 
Stanton at the parish office 
(608-362-9066) or by visiting the 
school website at www.olabeloit.
com. Click on the School, select 
Annual Fund and click on Give 
Now. Any questions can be 
directed to Aron Bussan at 608-
290-7170 or abussan@fnbmail.com  
n

Cluster Evening 
of Reflection
by Pat Casucci

Fellowship, the beauty of a 
Mass, food, and a significant 
spiritual message are offered 

to all our Parish women who 
participate in the Evening of 
Reflection on Tuesday, April 21 
at OLA. It is sponsored by the 
Beloit/Clinton Cluster Catholic 
Women. 
      The evening begins with 5:00 
Mass followed by a catered dinner, 
featuring stuffed pork chops, by 
Knute’s of Orfordville.
      Deborah Del Ciello, a RCIA and 
Adult Spirituality Consultant from 
Madison, will present the program 
beginning at 7:00. 
      Representatives from each 
parish welcome everyone and 
also participate in the Mass. 
Reservation information will be 
printed in future Parish Bulletins.  
      This is the 12th year the 
Cluster has sponsored the 
Evening of Reflection. Our Parish 
representative, Ann Schroeder, 
said the Beloit/Clinton Cluster 
offers the opportunity for each 
parish to work together to offer 
special events. The group has 
sponsored teas, dinner theater 
trips and bus trips to the Basilica of 
Holy Hill and Sinsinawa Mound. 
      According to Schroeder, funds 
earned from these events have 
made it possible for the Beloit/
Clinton Catholic Women’s 
Cluster to donate more than $8,000 
to several Stateline Area non-profit 
groups.  n
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n Individuals who pose a danger 
to the U.S. should not be granted entry 
and individuals who have harmed the 
U.S. should be deported.
n Individuals should not be denied 
entry solely because of their race, 
religion, color, national origin, sex or 
other immutable characteristics.
      She then gave a brief overview 
of the history of immigration to the 
United States and how laws have 
changed over time, often in order 
to limit the numbers of specific ethnic 
groups – including Italians, Greeks, 
and Chinese. She also described the 
history of the prejudice that groups 
like the Irish and Germans experienced 
as new immigrants.
      Dady’s explanation of current 
immigration policy was illustrated 
by charts, figures, and examples that 
clarified laws that are daunting and 
complicated even for experienced law-
yers in the field (much less 

Sara Dady, Immigration 
Attorney from Rockford, 
Speaks at St. Thomas
by Ellen Joyce

On Monday, January 27, 
Attorney Sara Dady gave 
a presentation about 

immigration history and policies 
to an audience of about 50 people at St. 
Thomas Church. She began by listing 
points we can all agree on, which 
included the following:
n The U.S. has an absolute right 
to control who crosses its borders.
n There should be a lawful process 
for all non-citizens to seek entry to the 
U.S. for either temporary stays or 
permanent residency.
n Annual visa numbers should be 
based on actual U.S. economic need, 
family needs and humanitarian 
responsibilities.
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Prayer Opportunities 
for Lent
n Little Black Reflection Books
n Weekday Mass: 5:00pm Tuesdays; 
8:15am Wednesday-Friday
n A Moment With the Bishop – Bishop 
Hying’s daily reflection (https://www.
youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2bjxQbqE8m-
2Bavdf5PiB7sAy5q6jph-y)
n Daily reflections and a variety 
of Lenten videos, presentations and 
more on FORMED (If not already signed 
up go to www.formed.org 
Parish Code G68FXG)
n City-wide Ecumenical Service –
each Wednesday, at 7:00pm. See web 
site for location.
n Praying Lent Creighton University 
(http://onlineministries creighton.edu/
CollaborativeMinistry/Lent/)
n Living Lent Daily from Loyola Press 
(https://www.loyolapress.com/our-
catholic-faith/liturgical-year/lent/
living-lent-daily)
n Lent Reflections with Bishop 
Robert Barron (Word on Fire Ministries) 
http://www.lentreflections.com
n Best Lent Ever from Dynamic 
Catholic (Matthew Kelly) (https://
dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever/)
n CRS Rice Bowl Daily Reflections 
Download on the App Store - Android App 
on Google Play

non-experts!). She suggested some 
solutions for our current immigration 
issues such as increasing the number 
of temporary work visas available 
for specific jobs, an increase in the 
number of visas that serve to reunite 
families (the backlog in processing 
family members who wish to come 
to the U.S. can be more than twenty 
years), and hiring more immigration 
judges to hear existing cases. Finally, 
she urged the audience to contact our 
U.S. representatives and ask them 
to advocate for comprehensive 
immigration reform that includes broad 
legalization, a real work visa program, 
immigration court reform and honors 
our humanitarian obligations. It is 
worth noting that such measures are 
consistent with the policies that the U.S.
Catholic bishops have repeatedly called 
for over the last several decades.  n

A Piece of History
by Pat Hemenway

Take a look around…As you 
enter and observe the parish 
grounds, you will see three 

significant religious statues.  
      In front of the Education Center 
(Child Care – first building on your 
right of the circular driveway) you 
will find the statue of Mother 
Catherine McAuley, Foundress 
of the Sisters of Mercy in Dublin, 
Ireland in 1831. The first Sisters of 
Mercy arrived in the U.S. in 1843 
eventually establishing a convent 
in Chicago IL. It was from the 
Chicago Province that the Sisters 
of Mercy came to OLA School at 
its very beginning in 1955. While 
teaching in the school, the sisters 
lived in the east end (the present 
5th-8th grade classrooms) until the 
convent was completed in 1960.  
Their teaching and administration 
continued until 1974 at which time 
the Brigidine Sisters began a ten-
year ministry at OLA.
      At the farthest end of the 
circular driveway, outside the

Administration Center (previous-
ly the Parish Rectory – where our 
parish priests resided beginning 
in March, 1956 until 2002) is the 
statue of St. John Vianney, a French 
priest venerated in the Catholic 
Church as the patron saint of 
parish priests. Internationally 
known for his priestly and pastoral 
work in his parish in France, 
St. John Vianney was canonized 
in 1925 in Rome.     
      Originally, the OLA Parish 
Rectory could accommodate four 
priests with bedroom suites, offices 
and meeting rooms. In 2002, after 
a private residence in a nearby 
neighborhood was purchased for 
the pastor, a portion of the rectory 
was converted to offices for the 
parish staff – pastor, secretaries, 
bookkeeper, faith formation 
directors, pastoral minister,
music & liturgy director – 
consequently becoming the 
Administration Center.   
      To be continued…The 
prominent statue of Our Lady of 
the Assumption will be featured 
in a future “A Piece of History” 
article.  n



Spring Fling
by Pat Casucci

The seventh annual Spring 
Fling to benefit OLA 
Grade School takes place 

Saturday, April 4, from 5:30 to 
10:00pm at La Casa Grande 
Banquet Room, 618 Fourth 
Street in downtown Beloit. 
Parishioners, school parents, 
school alumni and the public are 
invited and welcome to enjoy an 
evening featuring a potpourri of 
entertainment, according to 
Chairperson Aron Bussan who 
is an alumnus of the school. 
      School Principal Trevor 
Seivert stated, This is our 
school’s largest fundraiser 
and we look forward to 
continuing its growth. Last year 
the Spring Fling raised more 
than $25,000.00. At the Spring 
Fling, we offer a wonderful 
opportunity for people to 
provide financial support for 
our school in several different 
ways while having a fun-filled 
evening, being rewarded with 
exceptional entertainment.
      Tickets for the Spring Fling 
cost $45 per person, or $80 per 
couple. A table for eight people 
costs $300. Tickets can be 
purchased until April 3 at the 
OLA School office OR by call-
ing the school at:  608-365-4014. 
Tickets will also be sold after 
weekend Masses in late March. 
      The evening’s theme will 
celebrate our grade school’s 
65th anniversary. To honor the 
school’s history, table decor 
will feature enlarged photos 
selected from yearbooks. In 
addition, school yearbooks, 
memorabilia, and memoirs 
from alumni will be displayed, 
according to Bussan.

      The award-winning Beloit 
Memorial High School Jazz 
Band will entertain during the 
evening as people mingle among 
friends and have fun, 
said Bussan. 
      Delectable hors d’ oeuvres, 
a cash bar featuring signature 
drinks, wine pull, and a buffet 
dinner begin the evening’s 
festivities.
      Bussan said the winning 
ticket for the special raffle – four 
one-day Orlando Disney World 
Park Hopper passes that can 
be used anytime through the 
end of the year 2021 – will be 
drawn at the Spring Fling. The 
committee will be selling
the raffle tickets during the 
evening. The value of the passes 
is $770.00 and only 200 tickets 
will be sold, allowing everyone 
an excellent chance to win, said 
Bussan. Tickets for this raffle 
are $10 each, or 12 for $100. 
The winner does not need to be 
present. The raffle tickets can 
be purchased at the OLA School 
office and after select weekend 
Masses at OLA. As he 
emphasized that only 200 tickets 
will be sold, Bussan said, This is 
a marvelous deal.
      The live auction will be 
presented by Bob Johnson from 
Badger State Auction in Milton. 
Intriguing gift baskets and an 
interesting selection of items are 
offered for the new on-line Silent 
Auction, said Bussan.  
      One of the Silent Auction 
features is a dinner with Father 
Mike and Bishop Donald 
Hying for eight people at The 
Butterfly Club, donated by 
owner Mike Sala and the Sala 
family.    

       Among Silent Auction 
items will be attractive class-
room projects put together 
especially for the fundraiser by 
OLA School students, teachers 
and classroom representatives.
      Bussan happily said, I have 
the opportunity to be part of a 
dedicated and enthusiastic 
committee. Everyone is 
fantastic!” Committee members 
include:  Anji Gabriele, 
Callie Christofferson, Kelly 
Kolpien, Nicole Boylan, 
Nichole Ferrara, and School 
Principal Seivert. Bussan added, 
We have tremendous support 
from the school administration, 
staff, parents, parishioners and 
the Beloit business community. 
It takes an incredible amount 
of effort and planning to create 
such a wonderful evening. 
      Bussan spoke about his own 
OLA education. As an OLA 
student, I received the strong 
academic curriculum, learned 
the need for service to others, 
and experienced the strong value 
system based on high standards 
for achievement and success. I 
want our present students to 
experience this similar safe and 
welcoming environment so they 
can become productive citizens 
and future leaders.
      He stressed that financial 
support for the school is 
essential. Like all the other 
diocesan schools, OLA Grade 
School relies on the success 
of individual fundraisers to 
supplement its budget. Funds 
raised at the Spring Fling will 
assist with keeping tuition 
at affordable levels, and help 
strengthen the school’s financial 
position, he said.  n
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RCIA
by Marianne Giovingo
Director of Faith Formation

It is with great joy that our 
team hopes for you to 
encounter those who have 

been walking through the Rite 
of Christian Initiation for 
Adults. Please pray for these 
individuals, because each have 
said YES to the Lord to continue 
to give Him permission to speak 
in their lives, and He is!

Hello, my name is 
Elizabeth Larsen, 
Lisa for short. I’m 
originally from the 
very south side 
of Chicago, closer 
to the Indiana 

border and now in Beloit WI. 
      I was drawn to Catholicism 
from an early age, I think 
because I had a wonderful aunt 
who took my sister and I to see 
just about every Catholic movie 
made in the late 1950’s, early 
‘60s, but it wasn’t until I was 
18 that I made the decision to 
become Catholic. I took classes 
and was baptized. Eventually 
I was confirmed and although 
my name was on the roll, I had 
no clue what it meant to live out 
my faith. 
      Life goes on and here I am 
in Beloit WI where I longed 
to be a part of community. Since 
I live just next door to OLA, I 
called the office and spoke to 

Father Mike who encouraged 
me to join RCIA. I love it! 
We are a group of men and 
women, the young and the 
older, the learners and the 
instructors all growing together 
– brothers and sisters in Christ – 
committed to a relationship 
with Jesus Christ according 
to the Apostolic traditions, 
Holy Scripture, and building 
relationships with each other. 
      I ask you to pray for wisdom 
for me and all of us going 
through RCIA, to know God’s 
plan and purpose for us in being 
a blessing here at OLA, in our 
families and communities.

My name is Alex 
Simplot. I was 
born and raised 
in Beloit, attended 
F.J.Turner High 
School and later 
Beloit College. 

I am a Funeral Director with 
Daley-Murphy-Wisch, where 
I have been working for a few 
years now as a licensed Funeral 
Director. I live in town with my 
wife Kassandra Simplot who 
was raised and confirmed 
Catholic and our three dogs 
Abby, Hank, and Calvin. 
      I was raised going to Sunday 
school every weekend here in 
town at another church, which 
is where I was baptized in my 
late teens. Faith has always been 
present in my life but it wasn’t 
until I started to go to Mass 
regularly for funerals and on the 
weekends with my wife that I 
realized the Catholic faith was 
meant for me. 
      While attending RCIA, this 

fact has become more solidified 
with each session I attend. The 
more knowledge I am given 
each week the more in touch 
with God I feel. I’ve learned 
through this journey so far that 
no matter what may be going 
on in your life or outside of 
the church, God is with you, 
and once you walk through the 
church doors his companionship 
becomes even more concrete 
each time. His faith in you is 
ever present, it is just up to you 
to give faith in return. I know 
that no matter which parish I am 
at, here or anywhere, one thing 
is certain;  God will be with me 
and those around me. Everyone 
I have met through the church 
has welcomed me and my 
family with open arms and it is a 
great feeling to have. So I thank 
everyone who has shown us 
support while on this journey. 

Hello! My name 
is Jonathan Soto 
and I am from 
Beloit, WI. I come 
from a family that 
originated from 
poverty and came 

to America for a better life. I am 
19 years old and I love to play 
guitar. I am joining the Air Force 
and I will be getting my 
bachelor’s degree with the help 
of the Lord while I am in the 
service. 
      My faith has always been 
strong thanks to my family. I 
have learned quite a bit from 
this journey and it is mainly 
because of the community I am 
surrounded by in RCIA. In order 
to learn, you kind of have to be 
in a welcoming environment, 
and OLA does best at that. God 
presented this opportunity for 6



me to get closer to him, and it 
really has been working. Any 
chance I get to be a better 
person, I take it:  Love one 
another, the way God loves us, 
and reach out to the less 
fortunate.

 
My name is 
Sandra Tello 
Xique, I was born 
in 1991 in Puebla, 
a small and 
beautiful town 
in Mexico. When I 

was 11 years old my sister 
and I moved to Beloit with my 
parents. I was raised by my 
older sister Antonia because 
my parents had to come to the 
United States to work to support 
my eight siblings. I attended 
school in Beloit and the 
University of Wisconsin Rock 
County for two years and 
received my Associate Degree 
in Education. 
      Even though I was in a 
different country, I continued 
with my faith. As a Catholic, 
we are to attend Mass every 
Sunday, but with school and 
work, I stopped attending Mass. 
My grandmother used to take 
me to church every Sunday and 
teach me about our religion. 
Now that she is no longer with 
us, I wanted to continue to teach 
my daughter our religion. That 
is when I started to attend Mass 
again. Now that my daughter 
is growing up, I decided to do 
my confirmation before she does 
her first communion. Since I 
started to attend the RCIA, it has 
brought me close to God and 
feeling close to my grandma.

Hello Everyone!  
My name is Jared 
A. Zane. I am a 49 
year old who was 
born and raised 
right in Beloit 
Wisconsin. I grad-

uated from 
Beloit Turner and have worked 
for twenty-three years for 
Frito-Lay here in Beloit. I love 
hunting and fishing, shooting 
firearms, and going out on my 
pontoon.  I am happily married 
to my wife Heidi, and have two 
daughters, Carson and Alyssa.      
      When my grandmother died 
in 1997, she asked my father to 
join the Church. I still have hope 
for him, but until then, I feel it 
incumbent upon me to do the 
same. I am also currently 
fighting colon cancer and I feel it 
is my calling to be close to God.
      I have learned the love of 
God and how He is there during 
our everyday life. He is with me 
on this journey and I truly trust 
in His will.
      I only ask two things: pray 
for my recovery and two, pray 
for all the children who suffer 
from cancer and that someday a 
painless cure can be found.

My name is Heidi 
Zane and I have 
lived in the Beloit 
area for most of 
my life. I was 
raised Lutheran 
but I grew up 

being forced into a faith that I 
didn’t see my parents following 
themselves most of the time.    
      I have been through a lot 

growing up that made me 
question my faith, but for the 
past 10 years, I have been 
attending the Catholic Church, 
which has helped me through 
some of my struggles. I felt I had 
to learn it on my own and not be 
pressured into something with 
no proper understanding.
      Talking to God has helped 
me through things, taught me 
numerous lessons, and I feel the 
Catholic Church has welcomed 
my husband and me. While we 
have been going through some 
rough times, faith has helped us 
understand how God is always 
guiding us through this journey. 

Join us in celebrating 
the most sacred days 
of the Church Year, 

the Sacred Triduum:

 Holy Thursday April 9 
Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper, 7:30pm 
followed by Adoration 

of the Blessed Sacrament 
until 10:00pm

 Good Friday April 10
Service at 1:00pm

 Tenebrae at 7:00pm

 Holy Saturday April 11
Easter Vigil at 8:00pm  

(No 5:00pm Mass)

 Easter Sunday April 12 
Masses at 8:00am & 10:30am
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Coming Soon – New 
OLA Signage
by Roger Kemman,
Finance Council Chair

In January of 2018, the 
Finance Council studied 
the possibility of placing 

an electronic sign along the 
Shopiere roadside. The proposal 
was to have a two-sided sign 
that would be highly visible 
to traffic traveling in both 
directions both day and night.  
The sign would also allow for 
displaying multiple slides with 
different messages and the abil-
ity to easily create and change 
the messages.
      A study was conducted 
in which other churches and 
organizations where contacted 
asking about the benefits they 
have seen with the installation 
of electronic signage. The size 
and type signage were also part 
of the survey of the other users.  
Based on the positive feedback 
received we proceeded to 
requesting quotes and 
signage options. 
      As positive as the project 
was received, the Finance 
Council determined that the 
project should be delayed until 
some other capital items could 
be addressed and that funds for 
this project could be set aside.  
      Since that time, we have 
received a total of $28,000 in 
memorial gifts for the project, 
of which Eben and June 
Hanson generously gave 
$25,000. Plus, we have set aside 

$20,000 of exceptional earnings 
from our restricted investment 
funds to complete the project.  
      Now after reviewing an 
updated quotation and design, 
with the approval of the Pastoral 
Council, Finance Council and 
Fr. Mike, we are contracting 
FBN Sign Company to install 
the signage. The total cost of the 
project will not exceed $45,000 
and is scheduled to be 
completed in approximately 
14 weeks.
      The sign is an investment 
in our parish’s future and part 
of our effort to attract new 
visitors and members to OLA. 
It will also be a tool of 
evangelization, following the 
call of Pope Francis and Bishop 
Hying to proclaim and share the 
gospel and our faith by going 

to the people... taking it to the 
street, by reaching  hundreds 
that pass by each day. The 
signage allows us to reach out 
beyond our parish by engaging 
directly with our community.  
Presently, we cannot promote 
with more than 2 signs at a time. 
This sign’s flexibility of the 
messaging will allow our parish 
to promote the many functions, 
activities and opportunities 
our parish offers: spiritual 
enrichment, school, faith 
formation, child care, adult 
educational programs, invitation 
to worship, and other parish 
ministries and events 
simultaneously.   n
                 

          -     
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Saints Among Us
by Christopher C. Aderhold

On the east side of Beloit, 
just off of Shopiere Road, a 
simple school building sits 

next to a large Catholic Church. 
Since the mid-1950s, Our Lady of 
the Assumption Catholic School 
has provided high quality Catholic 
education for both Catholic and 
non-Catholic families alike. 
      While the school building itself   
is rather simple, when you step 
inside, there’s a profound spirit and 
joy found inside the walls of OLA. 
      During a visit to OLA you’ll 
notice a few things right away; 
teachers are kind and passionate, 
uniformed students are well 
behaved and courteous, and there 
are statues of saints lining the 
hallway. Lots of them. 
      As I chat with nearby students, I 
ask them about the saints. 
      Who is that? I asked a sixth 
grade student as she was passing 
by. 
      That’s Saint Juan Diego, she 
replied confidently. 
      Why are there so many saints? I 
asked another student as I pointed 
at the statues. 
      Because we’re the Saints, he 
said matter of factly. 
      Maybe he was merely referring 
to the school mascot, the Saints. Or 
perhaps he was making the claim 
that each of them are striving to be 
saints. Or maybe he meant both. 
      Regardless, I wasn’t at OLA 
that day to talk about the saints 
(or so I thought). I was there to 
write a story about Ms. Michele 
Twardowski. Ms. T. – you learn 
pretty quickly that nobody calls         
her Ms. Twardowski – has been 
teaching at Our Lady of the 
Assumption Catholic School for 
nearly 40 years.
      As I sit with Ms. T. in the small 
conference room in the school 
office, it’s apparent why she’s so 
beloved. 

      

What’s your favorite part about 
teaching at OLA? I ask her.  
      I love sharing my love of God 
with the students, came the 
reply that was so full of joy she 
punctuated the response with a 
chuckle.  
      Something else that became 
apparent as we spoke is her desire 
to talk about others far more readily 
than herself. 
      More than a dozen times, she’s 
taught students whose mom or dad 
she once taught – talk about a 
family atmosphere! 
      But while she’d rather talk about 
others, when I spoke to OLA alums, 
she’s the one that gets brought up 
first. 
      One alum I spoke to, 
P.J. Connelly, was a student 
at OLA back in the 1990s. Currently, 

he is serving as the mayor of 
Greenville, NC. A town of nearly 
100,000 people, Greenville has been 
led by Mayor Connelly since 2017.
      Baseball is what initially took 
P.J. to Greenville. He was a left 
handed pitcher for East Carolina 
University before being drafted 
by the Los Angeles Angels 
organization. He loved his time 
in Greenville, so after his career in 
baseball, he decided to settle 
in North Carolina. 
      But, he told me with a laugh, 
my baseball days began on the 
fields behind OLA. 
      As we chatted about his time 
at OLA, and about Ms. T., he 
shared a few funny stories, but 
mostly he spoke about his 
education. 
      I’m very appreciative that I 
had the opportunity to grow up 
with a Catholic education. I take 
that education with me on a daily 
basis as I serve as a public servant 
in the city of Greenville. I have to 
make lots of informed decisions 
that affect the citizens that elected 
me. Ms. T, and all of the teachers, 
provided a strong foundation to do 
just that. 
      As we wrapped up our phone 
call, I asked him if he had any 
other thoughts about attending 
OLA. 
      I’m very happy and grateful 
that my parents saw the 
importance in investing in a 
Catholic education at an early age, 
he shared, and I can tell you that 
Ms. T. is the first teacher I think 
of when I think back on my time 
at OLA.
      Ms. T.’s current students speak 
with the same love when I asked 
them about the popular teacher.
      She makes learning fun, said 
one seventh grade student. 
      She cares about us, said 
another. 
      Because of Ms. T., I know where 
Croatia is, joked a third about the 
longtime social studies teacher.
      In addition to middle school 
social studies, Ms. T. also teaches

– Continued on Page 10
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Totus Tuus
by Marianne Giovingo
Director of Faith Formation

Totus Tuus is a Latin phrase 
for ‘totally yours’ and was 
a mantra Pope St. John Paul 

II used, especially to describe 
his relationship to Jesus through 

Mary.  This year’s 
summer program 
(formerly named 
Vacation Bible 
School) will        
include bringing 
in a team of four 

young people to lead the children 
to both an encounter with the 
Person of Jesus Christ as well as 
growing intellectually in their 
knowledge of faith. The team will 
do this through daily activities, 
prayer and exposure to the 
Sacraments that will form them 
in choosing to be bold disciples. 

Our Lady of the Assumption 
Parish will host the Totus Tuus 
Team the week of June 14-19.
      Totus Tuus offers a day 
program Monday-Friday for 
children entering 1st grade through 
6th grade from 9:00am to 3:00pm 
and an evening program 
Sunday-Thursday for children 
entering 7th grade through 12th 
grade from 7:00 to 9:00pm.
      Please be on the lookout in the 
bulletin for ways to register in the 
coming months. For any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
Marianne Giovingo 
at 608.362.1231 x115 or 
mgiovingo@olabeloit.com  n

Lenten Formation 
for Adults!

 
Look to the 
Bulletin for a 
schedule
of chapters and 
topic questions
as we dialogue 
together the fruits 
of this text.  
Come learn from 

the vast array of Saints how 
we can grow in holiness, truth, 
goodness, and beauty.
We will gather during the weeks 
of March 1st-29th: 
Mondays at 12:30pm and 
Tuesdays at 5:30pm.

More to come…be the Saint 
that is you!   n

 Saints Among Us
– Continued from page 9

middle school religion class. She 
loves to teach about the lives of 
the saints, about the stories of the 
Bible, and about virtue. 
      Teaching our students about 
virtue might be the most important 
thing I do, she told me. 
      On a chilly afternoon in 
mid-December, if you happened 
to be at the Beloit Wal-Mart, you 
might have noticed dozens and 
dozens of middle school students 
roaming around the store. One 
of Ms. T.’s favorite pastimes is the 
annual shopping trip to Wal-Mart. 
Throughout the fall, students are 
encouraged to earn money 
by doing chores around their 
homes. The money is then used 
to purchase Christmas gifts for 
families that are receiving support 

from the Beloit Domestic Violence 
Center. The students pick out the 
gifts, with the help of Ms. T. and 
a few other teachers, during the 
memorable afternoon at Wal-Mart. 
      It’s an event that kids will 
remember for the rest of their lives, 
Mr. Trevor Seivert, the principal 
of OLA, told me. And it’s an event 
that is championed most by Ms. T.
      Mr. Seivert has been the 
principal at OLA for four years, 
and he’s been in Catholic 
education for more than a 
dozen. When asked about Ms. T., 
he gushed, Ms. T is an exemplary 
teacher. She is the standard 
bearer for all of us in terms of what 
it means to provide high quality 
Catholic education to our students. 
We’re very blessed to have Ms. T. 
teaching here at OLA, and 
hopefully she’s here for many 
more years.” 

      After all the saint talk earlier 
in the day, as I wrapped up my 
conversation with Ms. T., I asked 
her if she had a favorite saint. 
      Oh without a doubt, St. Joseph, 
she replied. 
      She paused to collect her 
thoughts before she continued. 
      The image of the Holy Family is 
just so wonderful. St. Joseph was 
there for Jesus, and he was there 
for Mary, and I feel that he’s been 
there for me, too, she said, and his 
example teaches me a lot.  
      Since 1981, Ms. T. has walked 
among the Saints at Our Lady of 
the Assumption Catholic School, 
both the students, and the statues. 
She’s taught thousands of young 
people various subjects, but 
maybe most importantly, she’s 
taught them to live virtuous lives – 
virtuous lives that are modeled 
by the lives of the Saints.    n
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LENTEN SCHEDULE
Rediscovering the Saints book discussion: Mondays at 12:30pm or Tuesdays at 5:30pm

Fish Fry every Friday from 5:00-7:00pm in Assumption Hall during Lent

 Ash Wednesday Feb. 26   Mass with the distribution of ashes at 8:15am & 6:30pm
 Friday Feb. 28  School Stations of the Cross 2:15pm in the church.
 Saturday Feb. 29  Private Reconciliation 9:00am
  Liturgy of the Word for Children at 5:00pm Mass
 Sunday March 1  Liturgy of the Word for Children at both Masses
  RCIA Rite of Sending at 10:30am Mass.
  RCIA Rite of Election at 3:00pm, St. John the Baptist in Waunakee
 Tuesday March 3  Men’s Faith Sharing Group at 6:30pm in the Administration Center
 Wednesday March 4  Cluster Communal Penance Service 5:30pm at St. Jude
  Stations of the Cross at 6:30pm
 Thursday March 5  Parish Commissions at scheduled times Pastoral Council 7:30pm
 Friday March 6  School Stations of the Cross 2:15pm in the church.
 Saturday March 7  Private Reconciliation 9:00am
  Set clocks ahead 1 hour tonight
 Sunday March 8  Second Sunday of Lent
 Wednesday March 11  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 9:00am-Noon in the chapel
  Stations of the Cross at 6:30pm in the chapel
 Friday March 13  School Stations 2:15pm in the church
 Saturday March 14  Private Reconciliation 9:00am
  Liturgy of the Word for Children at 5:00pm Mass
 Sunday March 15  Hospitality after all weekend Masses
  RCIA 1st Scrutiny at 10:30pm Mass
  Liturgy of the Word for Children at both Masses
  Family Promise at OLA this week
 Wednesday March 18  City-wide Ecumenical Service 7:00pm at OLA
 Saturday March 21  Private Reconciliation at 9:00am
 Sunday March 22  RCIA 2nd Scrutiny at 10:30am Mass
 Tuesday March 24  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 4:00-4:45pm in the chapel
 Wednesday March 25  Private Reconciliation Noon-1:00 PM
  Cluster Communal Penance Service 6:30pm at St. Stephen’s
  Stations of the Cross at 6:30pm in the church
 Friday March 27  School Stations of the Cross 2:00pm in the church (shadow)
 Saturday March 28  Private Reconciliation 9:00am
  Liturgy of the Word for Children at 5:00pm Mass
 Sunday March 29  Liturgy of the Word for Children at both Masses
  RCIA 3rd Scrutiny at 10:30pm Mass
 Wednesday April 1  Stations of the Cross at 6:30pm in the church
 Thursday April 2  Parish Commissions at scheduled times Pastoral Council 7:30pm
 Friday April 3  School Stations of the Cross 2:15pm in the church.
 Saturday April 4  Cluster Communal Penance Service 9:00am at OLA
  Liturgy of the Word for Children at 5:00pm Mass
  Spring Fling 5:30pm at La Casa Grande
 Sunday April 5  Palm Sunday
  Liturgy of the Word for Children at both Masses
 Wednesday April 8  Private Reconciliation 4:30-5:30pm

Join us in celebrating the most sacred days of the Church Year, the Sacred Triduum:
 Holy Thursday April 9  Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:30pm followed by Adoration of the Blessed
  Sacrament until 10:00pm
 Good Friday April 10  Service at 1:00pm
   Tenebrae at 7:00pm
 Holy Saturday April 11  Easter Vigil at 8:00pm  (No 5:00pm Mass)
 Easter Sunday April 12  Masses at 8:00am & 10:30am



Baptisms “You Are God’s Work of Art”
Royce David Bergman (Joshua & Cammie)
Elijah Quaid Zingre (Eric & Mary)
Audrey Mary Ballou (Patrick & Chelsea)
Ava Elizabeth Ballou (Patrick & Chelsea)
John Patrick Ballou (Patrick & Chelsea)
Brandon Cruz (Jose & Santa)
Taylor Renee Flores (Yoshua & Barbara)
Olivia Jean Ostrander (Tasha)
Sam Sangdaat Brewer (Andrew & Sumalee)
Jose Adan Rodriguez (Jose & Diana)
Charles Wallace Kuecker (Kathryn)
Emmett Harrison Lankford (Joshua & Sarah)

Deaths   “I Have Called You Each by Name”
Helen M. Byrnes  (11-16-2019)
Irene D. Petrych  (11-16-2019)
Joseph J. Pantaleo  (12-1-2019)
Louise “Gerry” Stocker  (12-7-2019)
Dorothy Dowling  (12-12-2019)
Duane A. Nelson  (12-19-2019)
George W. Love  (12-26-2019)
Robert H. Harrer  (1-13-2020)
Marie Wolownik (02-08-2020)
James J. Kane (02 10-2020)
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Thank You OLA
by Laura Warzecha
Director of Pastoral Ministries

Because of our Giving Tree 
Gifts, OLA has made a 
difference in the lives of 

over 250 people in the Beloit 
Community this Christmas 
Season…But don’t just take my 
word for it. Here are a few straight 
from the organizations or people 
we served:

Once again your Congregation’s 
generosity brightened so many 
lives!  

You are a true representation of the 
spirit of the holidays. 

Your thoughtfulness makes a huge 
difference.     

Thank you for making…Christmas 
extra special!
…every year gives us and our folks 
so much joy!
…for always taking such great care 
of our youth each Christmas.
…Love and Kisses.
…Hoping a prosperous year for 
you all.

Your kindness to our clients is 
appreciated so much more than 
you know.

      The organizations we sponsor:
• Youth who are unaccompanied 
or homeless in the 16:49 Program
• Residents of Green Knolls at 
Beloit (formerly Beloit Health and 
Rehab) 
• Clients in need of outpatient 
treatment for mental illness with 
the Beloit Community Support 
Program   n

Frassati Fest
by Joe M., Junior, Beloit Memorial

On February 1-2, myself 
and four others from 
OLA went to Frassati 

Fest. Frassati Fest is a once a 
year, weekend long retreat to the 
Wisconsin Dells, all about hav-
ing fun, making friends, 
and, most importantly, getting 
closer to God and Jesus. 
Everyone who attends Frassati 
is put into a small group. You 
are with these small groups the 
whole weekend, playing games, 
getting to know each other and 
expanding your faith. You also 

get plenty of swim time, which I 
always look forward to.
      We did not just play some 
games, go swimming and call 
it a weekend. There were also 
many talks throughout the 
weekend, separate talks for the 
guys and girls were held, and 
we heard multiple testimonies 
from high school students about 

their faith journey. Confession 
and Adoration was held on 
Saturday with about a dozen 
priests in attendance to aid in 
the confessions. We had Mass 
also on Saturday, with the 
bishop leading the service, 
which was a blessing to have 
him there. Then we had one last 
talk and it was time to leave.   
      Many hugs, handshakes, 
and pictures later, I was on my 
way home. Frassati Fest was an 
amazing experience, filled with 
new friends, tons of fun, and 
my faith. I am already waiting 
for next year and I hope you are 
too.  n


