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Volunteer Profile -
Joan and Doug Lownik
by Pat Casucci

With the winter season upon us, our parish 
campus continues to look attractive and 
well groomed. It’s a visual emphasis of 

parish pride, offering a welcoming invitation not 
only to parishioners, but also to the Greater Beloit 
Community.   
      Yet, it takes continuous care and work 
to maintain this beautiful landscape.
      Spending hours weekly, as they 
enjoy working together in the outdoors, 
volunteers Joan and Doug Lownik have 
pulled a lot of weeds and have planted 
dozens of flowers. Also, they pitch in 
to help with numerous outdoor work 
duties as needed. They maintain the 
garden areas around the Child Care 
building and Doug helps with mowing 
the parish grounds. 
      Joan said when the couple began 
to volunteer for the parish grounds, 
it was supposed to be a cleanup project in a small 
garden. That garden just needed a little TLC, she 
recalled, but as we got more involved the areas 
of work expanded.
      We never realized how many beautiful areas there 
are on the parish grounds, she said.
      Our pastor, Father Mike, who is well known for 
his own enjoyment of gardening, said, Though Doug 
and Joan prefer to be private about their unselfish 
spirit of giving, they have effected all of the OLA 
campus with their generosity. In their retirement, 
they’ve given endless hours of hard work to share 
their creative talents to provide an environment that 
highlights God’s creation. 
      Les Blumreich, building and grounds staff,
greatly appreciates the Lownik’s dedication to help 

on the campus. Joan and Doug help greatly, not only 
to make our grounds beautiful, but they also step 
in and do many extra jobs – whether working in the 
garden areas, planting, weed whacking, clearing 
debris, and more. And now the Lowniks are already 
talking about ideas for spring!
      Blumreich related one formidable obstacle the 
couple encountered. While helping clear debris 
between the Child Care building and school gym, 
they unearthed a bumble bee nest. After a scary time, 
we did save the bees, got them to leave the area, and 
now have a lovely garden. We call it our ‘Bee Garden’ 

and Joan painted bee decorations 
on rocks that surround the garden. 
      The Lowniks joined OLA Parish 
11 years ago after moving here from 
Wisconsin Rapids. They both retired 
within the past couple years. Joan 
worked at Kerry Ingredients and 
Doug was owner of a manufacturing 
business in Janesville. Doug works 
at the polls during elections.     
      They’ve been married for 37 
years, are the parents of two sons 

and have two granddaughters. They enjoy traveling, 
especially to visit their sons. One son is a teacher and, 
with his family, lives in New Orleans. One son will be 
graduating from medical school in Richmond, VA.
      They keep active with outdoor activities such as 
gardening, biking, golf, and kayaking. 
      Doug said they were very involved in their home 
parish and schools in Wisconsin Rapids. He admitted, 
When we moved to Beloit, it took us awhile to step 
up at OLA. But now we’ve gotten to know more 
people, and feel much more a part of the OLA 
Community. They volunteer at OLA Fish Fries, the 
annual Fall Festival, Family Promise and other 
projects such as the Advent Giving Tree.

– Continued on Page 2
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

O What a Year This 
Has Been!

Soon we will begin the Season 
of Advent, a season to prepare 
our hearts and spirit for the 

birth of the Christ Child at 
Christmas. What will this season 
look like as we continue in this 
worldwide pandemic, which has 
changed our lives so dramatically? 
During this pandemic, we have 
shrunk our social groups to only 
our closest friends and family 
members. At Mass, with our masks 
on and distancing, there is so much 
that has changed to keep people 
safe from the virus. Most of all, it’s 
missing all of you who have not 
been able to return to Mass. Even 
if our daily lives are upended, one 

thing remains a constant, and does 
not change; the love of God.
      Jeff Smith offered a reflection in 
the Word among us that states, one 
who places their faith and trust in 
God would have their life built on 
a firm foundation. They can stand 
firm in the midst of storms and 
witness to other people of how to 
find strength in the midst of a trial, 
which this year certainly has been. 
The Seasons of Advent/Christmas 
remind us of how close our God 
is to us: Emmanuel means, God is 
with us.
      I want to encourage you 
to embrace Advent/Christmas as 
a time to stay connected to God’s 
presence and deepen your faith by 
coming to weekday or weekend 
Masses, if you can. Otherwise, go 
to the parish website to watch, 
pray and sing along with the 
recorded Masses. Set some time 
aside each day to pray and reflect 
on how God is speaking to you and 
giving you strength during this 
COVID time. Use the Advent 
material found in the weekend 
parish bulletin, or on Flocknote or 
the parish website.

      Looking forward to when we 
all can come together safely. 
      Please stay healthy this 
upcoming season.
      You are missed! Have a Blessed 
Advent and Christmas Season!

Fr. Mike.  n

a pleasure. With a smile and a bit of 
wit, Doug shared his observation:  

Father Mike has never met a weed 
that he hasn’t wanted to pull, 
or hasn’t asked someone else 
to pull it.
      Doug continued, Father Mike 
has a great sense of humor, and is 
very good at ‘encouraging us to 
expand our horizons.’
      The couple said they are
committed fully to continue to help 
make our parish campus attractive. 
      A well-maintained campus 
brings a sense of accomplishment, 
stated Doug. 
      The Lowniks encourage 
parishioners to join them and lend 
a helping hand so more can be 
done to beautify the landscape. We 

 Lowniks
– Continued from Page 1

      The couple stresses they prefer 
to remain anonymous about their 
philanthropic and parish volunteer 
activities. All our lives we’ve shared 
our gifts, but we don’t seek credit, 
Doug sincerely stated.
      Sharing the satisfaction gained 
from volunteering, Doug said, We 
feel it helps make the campus look 
good for both parishioners and 
visitors. We know this is important 
to Father Mike, and to Les whom 
we work with.  
      Joan stated, Father Mike’s sense 
of pride in the OLA campus is 
contagious, and has been a big 
influence on us.
      The couple emphasizes that 
working with Father Mike has been 

can always use more help, 
said Doug.
      The couple wrote the following 
statement. With COVID-19 
limiting other activities, the 
volunteering we do has given us 
the opportunity to be outside, stay 
active, and especially meet a lot 
of really good people while 
beautifying the OLA campus.
      If there are others who enjoy 
being outdoors, there are lots more 
weeds to pull and flowers 
to plant!  
      In his gracious manner, Father 
Mike stated, I am so appreciative 
of Joan’s and Doug’s work and the 
joy I get from working with them. 
      They are wonderful co-workers 
in the vineyard!  n

Christmas Decorating
Sunday, Dec. 20 after 10:30 Mass



Christmas Mass 
Schedule
by Randy Gracyalny, 
Director of Music & Liturgy

We have been talking for a 
number of weeks about 
how to celebrate our 

Christmas Liturgies, given our 
limited capacity in church due 
to social distancing requirements. 
These Christmas Masses will be like 
no other with no congregational 
singing, no Children’s Christmas 
Pageant and not being able to 
gather with friends and family as 
we normally do. Randy, Linda, 
Teresa, Adam & Sarah Gracyalny 
have graciously agreed to share 
their musical talents at the Masses 
to give some festiveness to the 
celebrations.
      In order to accommodate all 
those who want and are able to 
attend, we have decided to add 
additional Masses to the Christmas 
schedule. We encourage you to 
arrive early for whatever Mass you 
attend so we can seat everyone as 
efficiently and safely as possible.  
We also encourage you to come 
to the later Vigil Mass or 
Christmas Day as these are 
typically less crowded than the 1st 
Masses of Christmas Eve.  
      We will do our best to get 
everyone seated but please be 
understanding if we run out of 
room in the church and need to seat 
you in the gathering space and, as 
sad as this would be, perhaps even turn 
people away if we reach capacity.  
      The Mass times are:
Christmas Eve, Thursday, Dec. 24: 
4:00pm, 5:30pm & 9:00pm
Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25: 
8:00Am & 10:30Am

Giving Tree

Each Advent, for the past 15+ 
years, we have had Giving 
Trees with gift suggestions 

for those who otherwise may not 
receive any. The gifts support 3 
organizations: Beloit Community 
Support Program (BCSP), which 
provides mental health counseling 
to those with limited resources; 
Project 16:49, which provides 
support to homeless high school 
age teens; 
and Green 
Knolls 
at Beloit 
(formerly 
Beloit Health 
and Rehab), 
which 
provides care 
to the elderly 
and those 
needing 
rehabilitation 
services.
      This year 
our wish is 
to continue 
to provide 
assistance 
to these organizations but, due 
to the pandemic, the Giving Tree 
will be done a little differently. We 
will have doves on the tree for the 
residents of Green Knolls as has 
been done in the past. They will be 
available the 1st Sunday of Advent, 
Nov. 28-29 and need to be returned 
wrapped, with the dove attached to 
the outside, by Sunday, Dec. 20.   
      For the clients of BCSP and 
Project 16:49, we will provide $25 
Walmart Gift Cards. The cards 
will then be given to the clients to 
purchase gifts. We chose Walmart 
cards because many of those being 

helped have limited transportation 
options.  
      We will need approximately 
170 gift cards. You can donate any 
amount toward the purchase of gift 
cards. Simply put your donation 
into an envelope labeled Giving 
Tree and drop it into the collection, 
or return it to the Administration 
Center, school or child care. All 
donations will be used to purchase 
the gift cards through Scrip, which 
also benefits OLA School and the 

parish 
technology 
fund. You 
can also 
purchase 
the $25 gift 
card(s) 
yourself, and 
return the 
card(s) in an 
envelope as 
explained 
earlier.  
      The 
deadline for 
the gift card 
donations 
is Sunday, 
December 13, 

to allow ample time to order and 
distribute the cards. The parish 
has always responded generously 
to the Giving Tree and we know 
you will be as generous as possible 
again this year. If you have any 
questions, please contact Randy or 
Laura at 608-362-9066. Thank you 
in advance for your support!
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Advent Reconciliation Schedule
Tuesdays, Dec. 1 & Dec. 15 at 4:00pm      Saturdays, Dec. 5, Dec. 12 & Dec. 19 at 9:00am

Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 6:30pm      Wednesday, Dec. 23 at 1:00pm
Note that there will not be any cluster Communal Penance Services due to the pandemic.
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c. From Scripture (The Gospel 
reading for Sunday) – Lectio  
[https://bible.usccb.org/]
d. In the car on the way 
to school/work
e. Novenas  [https://catholicnove-
naapp.com/list-of-all-novenas/#]
n Offer a sacrifice every Friday
a. Come to daily Mass 
b. Not eating meat
c. Not having a second dessert
d. Drinking only water
n Write a letter 
a. To the priest/deacon who Baptized 
you
b. To the Bishop who confirmed you 
(make an intentional commitment 
to pray for them if they have passed 
away) – or to our current Bishop
c. To a godparent, parent, child, friend
n Eat together as a family
a. Prayer before and after meals
n Evening Prayer During Advent
a. Join us in the Church at 4:30pm 
[before the 5:00pm Mass] 
December 1st
December 15th 
December 22nd
      Be creative with how God is 
inviting you to encounter Him in the 
ordinary of your day! He is speaking.  
Let your ears attune to the sound of his 
Gentle Voice calling out to you, His 
beloved son and daughter!  n

Suggestions to Pray 
Advent 2020

At OLA, we are to live as 
missionary disciples; 
desiring to serve and follow 

God wherever He leads. To help us 
make this practical for you during 
Advent, we have compiled a list 
of options you can choose 
according to the needs and desires 
of you and your family. We hope 
you are able to encounter Jesus 
anew as your prepare your hearts 
(and home) to welcome our Jesus!
Our desire is to invite you into an 
intimate relationship with Jesus 
Christ. How do we come to know 
another but by communing with 
them, speaking to them, listening 
to them, loving them, and allowing 
them to love you. This is the 
relationship God longs to have 
with each of us. May this Advent be 
blessed in communion with Him!
n Watch FORMED  
[www.formed.org]
a. A Sunday night Tradition 
for the Family – different lives 
of the Saints movies
b. Children’s episode connected 
to the Sacraments
c. Pick a book and read during part 
of a family meal
n Pray daily for 15 minutes 
a. Rosary
b. Adoration

RCIA 2020-2021
by Marianne Giovingo, 
Director of Faith Formation

RCIA stands for the Rite 
of Christian Initiation 
for Adults. It is a formation 

in the Church for adults who have 
encountered God and want 
to enter into full communion with 
the Catholic Church by receiving 
the Sacraments of Initiation they 
have not yet celebrated: Baptism, 
Holy Eucharist, and Confirmation.  
I invite you to pray with me for 
these individuals who have made 
a courageous step to say YES to 
God for TODAY. Faith is a journey:  
Faith is a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Our brothers and sisters 
desire to join our Church Family; 
may we welcome them with the 
same open arms of Jesus Christ, 
who offers His life in love for us!

Alejandra Cervantes –
St. Thomas/St. Jude

Angelica Cervantes –
St. Thomas/St. Jude

Jacqueline Cervantes –
St. Thomas/St. Jude

Erica Dominick – OLA
Ryan Hunt – St. Stephens

Stephanie Hunt – St. Stephens
Julie Punzel – OLA

 n

Advent Prayer
Lord Jesus,
Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.
We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day,
We who are anxious over many things look forward to your coming among us.
We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete joy of your kingdom.
We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence.
We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light.
To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus!’
Amen.
- Henri J.M. Nouwen



those who come into/out of the 
school, but many have been 
understanding that we’re just 
trying to keep the students 
and staff safe. She’s also been 
amazing whenever we have a sick 
student come into the office. She 
has to put on a full medical gown, 
gloves, mask and face shield for 
every student. She does all of this 
while still juggling incoming phone 
calls, answering the doors, 
making copies, giving teachers a 
quick break, watching the security 
cameras, bloody noses and bumps 
and bruises from falling at the 
playground.  
      Taken together, the hard work 
and dedication from the teachers, 
parents and Mrs. Boylan have 
been the foundation on how we’re 
able to learn in a global pandemic.  
Words cannot describe how 
appreciative I am of their efforts, 
their success and ultimately their 
love of our students.
      At the end of the year, we will 
come out of this pandemic, and I 
feel that at the end of this year, it 
will be one of our greatest 
triumphs and accomplishments.
      Thank you teachers, staff and 
families!  n

We Made It Through the 
First Trimester!
by Trevor Seivert, 
OLA School Principal

If you would have told me 
in August that we would have 
made it this far with in-person 

instruction, I probably wouldn’t 
have believed you.
      So far, we have been able 
to manage the COVID pandemic 
by putting policy and procedures 
in place to keep our staff and 
students safe. We have only had 
a few bumps in the road, but for 
the most part, have been able to 
successfully provide in-person 
learning for all grade levels since 
August. Social distancing desks in 
classrooms, walking 6 ft. apart 
in the hallways, updated arrival/
dismissal procedures and routine 
hand washing have all helped to 
keep us safe and school in session.
      All of the success and 
accolades should go to the teachers, 
families and school secretary, Mrs. 
Boylan.
      The teachers have been 
extremely flexible and understand-
ing. If a class needs to pivot to 
e-learning, they are ready at a 

moment’s notice. They have 
taken professional development 
on different e-learning platforms 
and are now becoming quite good 
at recording videos, uploading 
them and sending them to students.  
Many of them use Google 
Classrooms or SeeSaw for online 
learning and turning in 
assignments digitally.
      The parents have also been 
wonderful! Their patience, under-
standing and flexibility needs to 
be commended! They have been 
supportive, acknowledging the 
difficulties that we have to 
navigate this year. They have been 
so kind and reassuring in 
recognizing that we’re doing our 
best to help kids grow and learn.  
They have been doing a good job 
keeping their child home, if sick, 
and alerting us if there are any 
concerns.
      Mrs. Boylan has also been 
wonderful as she is the frontline 
person when coming into the 
school. Her wonderful personality, 
and smile (under her face mask) 
helps make uncertain times 
easier. It’s been a challenge because, 
unfortunately, we have to limit 
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New Staff at OLA
by Sarah Gracyalny

OLA would like to extend 
a warm welcome to Don 
Dewey, the new Director 

of Maintenance. Don is happily 
married to his wife, who works 
for Beloit Health System. They 
have two children, a 4-year-old 
boy and a 5-month-old girl. Don 
is originally from the Rockford 
area, but moved to Beloit about 5 
years ago. He has been working 
in the construction field since 2007. 
For the last six years, Don worked 
for Raynor Door Authority out 
of Rockford. 
      Don is now excited to be 
working at OLA. He said that he 
is still getting used to how things 
work at the parish, but Les 
Blumreich has been very helpful 

in showing him the ropes. Don is 
responsible for the maintenance 
of the parish buildings, school and 
childcare. He stated that he could 
be working on electrical, HVAC, 
carpentry, and even some 
plumbing. He is looking 
forward to the variety of 
tasks on which he will be 
able to work in the future. 
He says that his biggest 
challenge so far is 
remembering everyone’s 
names. Everyone knows 
me, but I’m still having 
trouble with their names. 
I’m still working on that. 
He is happy that OLA has a very 
laid-back attitude and that 
everyone is super nice. I’m used 
to working at construction sites 

with a bunch of guys who bicker 
and argue all the time, so I’m not 
used to everyone being so nice all 
the time.
      In his spare time, Don loves 
playing with his kids and is a 

self-proclaimed car guy. 
He loves working on 
anything with a motor, 
and especially enjoys 
working on his Hot Rods. 
When asked if he likes the 
Packers or the Bears, Don 
says that he would have 
to admit that he supports 
the Bears. Well, nobody’s 
perfect, but we wish Don 

the best of luck in his new position 
and hope he learns everyone’s 
names quickly. Welcome to the 
OLA family, Don!  n
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OLA School and Child Care Annual Fund 

We are pleased to announce that the 2020-2021 OLA School and Child Care Annual Fund drive is   
currently underway.  We have set a goal of $30,000 for this year that will run until June 30, 2021.      
A total of $2,211 has been pledged so far, but we will need your generous support to help meet our 
goal. 

The Annual Fund, established in 2016 to provide support for the financial needs of our School and 
Child Care programs, has realized a very generous response from parishioners over the past four 
years.  This past year’s pledges totaled $32,472, surpassing our goal of $30,000.  Because of this    
success, improvements and upgrades included: 

1. Assisted with the purchase of 96 new Chromebooks due to increased enrollment and desire 
 to provide a top quality learning experience for our students. 

2. Installation of a comprehensive security system throughout our campus. 

3. Ongoing technology upgrades, new science and health text books, counseling support and an 
 improved communication system and storage shed for the Child Care Program. 

4. We were able to expand the amount of money allocated for tuition assistance for families 
 that demonstrate a need. 

   
More information will be provided in the coming months regarding the Annual Fund’s progress.  
Should you wish to contribute now, your monthly envelope packet contains a specific envelope for 
our School and Child Care programs.  You can also give by visiting the OLA web page, clicking on the 
“School” tab at the top and choosing “Annual Fund” in the drop down box. 

We want to thank all those who supported and contributed to the annual fund in past years.  We 
know that the pandemic will make this coming year challenging, but remain confident that the     
support of all of you will help us make our goal achievable. 

See the back of this letter for a complete listing of our generous donors from this past year. 

 

 
     Pastor    Principal   Child Care Director 
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Now What?
by Laura Warzecha
Director of Pastoral Ministries

Early in the pandemic, we, as 
staff and helpers, made phone 
calls to the home of most 

every parishioner asking what we 
could do to help. This number 
of phone calls was well over one 
thousand. As an outcome, there 
have been wonderful, heartfelt 
stories to tell.
      Since then, most of us have 
done a great job keeping connected 
and reaching out to others. We hear 

testimonies to this every day. It is 
extremely gratifying.  
      However, what concerns me 
now are those we do not know 
about or those we might have 
missed. Those of any age or 
situation, who find themselves 
housebound for the first time, are 
quietly suffering from caregiver 
burn out, unemployment or 
under-employment, feeling alone 
or dejected for many reasons. 
      The stress of this time is real 
and may be long-lasting. Could 
you use a simple check-in phone 
call from time to time? A bulletin, 
prayer book or rosary delivered to 

your door? A special prayer? It is 
difficult to let others help us, but 
that is exactly what we are called 
to do...be merciful to others – and 
ourselves. 
      If you or someone you know 
would like an occasional phone call 
from a parishioner or if you would 
like to make a call to one or two 
parishioners on a regular basis 
please contact us.
      Laura Warzecha at 
Lauraw@olabeloit.com or 
608-362-9066 (After office hours: 
confidential voicemail at x114 or the 
general parish voicemail).  n
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Baptisms “You Are God’s Work of Art”

Israel Starlin Pemberton Flores (Jayson & Karol)
Sebastian Antonio Aguilar (Marco & Jessica)
Annabelle Reagan Champeny (Matthew & Torie)

Deaths   “I Have Called You Each by Name”

Terrence T. Monahan (9-12-2020)
Trees L. Tjoa (9-18-2020)
Paul T. Cole (10-25-2020)
Sally E. Cole (11-10-2020)

Go Make Disciples 
Team

The diocesan Go Make 
Disciples initiative requires 
each parish to form an 

Evangelization Team chosen by the 
priest and his staff. The members 
will consult with the parish priest 
to develop and implement an 
individualized parish plan for 
evangelization. Members of the 

Our Lady of the Assumption Parish 
Team are as follows: Father Mike, 
Laura Warzecha (staff member), 
Kathy Schmidt (team lead person), 
Adam Gracyalny, John Heidt, 
Sonia Loera, Diana Montes, and 
Andreina Patilliet. The team began 
meeting monthly in August 
to begin formation of parish 
leadership through reading and 
reflecting on the Go Make Disciples 
monthly newsletter as well as other 

sources of evangelization. This 
phase, Forming Leadership, will 
culminate in a plan for the parish 
for Advent 2021 entitled Seeking 
Holiness. During this phase 2 of the 
initiative, the Evangelization Team 
should oversee implementation 
of the plan.   n
 

The Simplest and 
Smallest Can Be the 
Best Evangelizers!
by Cassandra Letcher, 
Director of Child Care

These are the little stories 
that make all the crazy 
worthwhile.

      n Yesterday as I was with the 
littles outside on the playground 

one of my little 3 year olds (Lizzie) 
walks up to me Ms. Cassie where 
is Jesus? My reply: way way up 
there in the sky, in heaven. Her 
sweet reply: and he’s hugging us! 
To which I can only reply yes he is, 
he loves you!
     n Today, one of our parents 
surprised us with a box filled with 
delicious looking Dunkin Donuts!  
Ms. Brooke was doing curbside 
and said Aww, what is  this for...? 

Mom (Caroline Ferra) replies This 
is for all of you ladies, cause you’re 
awesome and my son Seth loves it 
here and is learning so much, and 
that he made mom stop prayer 
at the dinner table last night and 
made her say prayer like we do here 
at daycare. :)  
     Love these kiddos!  n 

“...with a little child to guide 
them...”

– Isaiah 11:6 NAB


