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Meet the New OLA School Teachers
by Amy Mejia

Have you heard? OLA School will have three 
new teachers this coming school year.
Here’s some brief information that will help 

you identify with them if you have children at OLA, 
or if you have occasion to interact with them at school 
or some other worthy OLA activity.

Mrs. Val Craig – 
3rd Grade Teacher
Mrs. Craig comes to OLA 
having over 13 years            
experience as a teacher. She for-
merly taught at Brother 
Dutton School before it closed 
and has been teaching in the 
public schools ever since. She 
had a strong desire to return to a 

Catholic School and we are pleased to have her as our 
new 3rd grade teacher. She especially likes to teach 
this level, indicating 3rd graders are so eager and 
happy to learn something new.
      Mrs. Craig is originally from St. Louis, MO. 
She is married, has two children and one grand-
daughter and lives in Janesville. She earned her 
Bachelors Degree at Southern Illinois College in 
Carbondale, IL, and a Masters Degree from National 
Louis College in Milwaukee. In her spare time, she 
likes to read and participate in the growing sport 
of curling.

Mrs. Juliet Larson – 
Tech/Math Teacher
Mrs. Larson comes to OLA with 
11 years experience as a Catholic 
School Teacher. She will teach 
Technology to the K-5 students, 
and regular 7th & 8th grade math. 
Previously, she was a classroom 
teacher at St. Leonard School in 
Muskego, and most recently, the 

technology teacher at St. Andrew Parish School in 
Delavan. She has told us, I am pleased to be joining 
the OLA Community and I look forward to guiding 
young 21st Century Learners on their technology 
journey.
      Mrs. Larson received a Bachelor of Science Degree 
in General Science from Loras College in Dubuque, 
Iowa, and a Master of Arts in Teaching from George 
Williams College in Williams Bay. She lives on a farm 
in Delavan with her husband, enjoys gardening and 
they have four grown sons. 

Mrs. Shanae Woodward – 
Counselor
OLA is pleased to have Mrs. 
Woodward as our new counselor. 
She comes to OLA having worked 
last year at Clinton High School as 
their counselor, and prior to that 
worked for Catholic Charities in 
Madison. Mrs. Woodward will 
work at OLA on Thursdays.

      As proud parishioners of a fine school and parish, 
it will be noticeable and very much appreciated 
by them if we take the time to offer a big hello 
and welcome them to OLA.  n
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

As I begin my 4th year here 
at Our Lady of Assumption, 
my heart is filled with   

gratitude and appreciation for the 
spirit of God is truly alive, guiding 
us as we respond to being 

missionary disciples, living out 
the gospel in Word and service 
to those in need. How often people 
comment to me and other staff 
members that they feel so 
welcomed and loved in our 
Child Care, School, Faith 
Formation and the weekend 
liturgies.
      What a good time to look 
at our Parish Mission Statement 
and re-commit ourselves to the 
mission of OLA and the hundreds 
of people that we embrace by our 
love and compassion.
      We, the family of Our Lady 
of Assumption Parish, guided 

by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
respond to the call of Jesus 
through worship, prayer, and 
sacramental celebrations; share 
the faith through education and 
evangelization; and serve the 
community by working for peace 
and justice.
      Poet Mary Oliver offers 
Instructions for Living Life:
• Pay attention
• Be astonished
• Tell about it

God Bless, 
Fr. Mike  n

Grief Support Group 
at OLA

Beginning this fall, OLA will 
be sponsoring Seasons of 
Hope – a Catholic-based grief 

support group that is open to all 
who may be interested of any faith. 
The first 6 week session begins 
Thursday, October 10, from 6:30 – 
8:00pm in the Administration 
Center. Sessions continue October 
17 & 24, November 14 & 21 and 
December 19. You can join anytime 
and do not need to attend all of the 
sessions. There is no cost but 
donations are appreciated to help 
cover the cost of program materials. 
For more information, contact 
Janna Seefeldt at 810-304-2484 or 
j67seef@yahoo.com.  n 

Welcome Marianne 
Stanton, New Business 
Manager
by Lori Sennent

The new Business Manager 
at Our Lady of the 
Assumption Parish is 

Marianne Stanton. Marianne will 
be responsible for all financial, 
human resources, and day-to-day 

operations of the parish. She 
has many years of experience 
in multi-unit management and was 
most recently General Manager 
at Sur La Table in Madison.
      Marianne is a graduate of 
Arizona State University. She 
completed hospice training at 
Beloit Regional Hospice last May.  
Marianne and her husband John 
joined OLA 15 years ago when they 
were married. She is a Proclaimer 
of the Word and Eucharistic 
Minister.
      In her spare time Marianne 
enjoys watching her niece perform 
on stage, visiting vineyards or 
trying out and creating new 
recipes in her kitchen. She is a 
sports fan rooting for the 
Milwaukee Brewers, Bucks and 
especially the Green Bay Packers. 
      Welcome to our Parish Staff,
Marianne!  n

The OLA Fish Fry returns
 Friday, October 4, and 

continues every first Friday 
of the month up to Lent. 

ALL ARE WELCOME: if you have not been in church for a while, 
please know that you are always welcome to come back so don’t 
put it off … join us to celebrate God’s love!  Masses are Saturday 

at 5:00pm, Sunday at 8:00am and 10:30am.



OLA School
by Trevor Seivert, 
OLA School Principal

Well, we’re off and          
running! School has   
started once again at 

OLA and we’re looking forward             
to another amazing year.
      Now that the Self-Study 
Accreditation Process is over, we 
can begin working on our goals.  
This is the action phase of the 
accreditation process. The goals we 
write will be worked on for the next 
seven years.
      As a school, we performed 
extremely well on our self-study.  
We met and exceeded all of the 
state standards and benchmarks.  
It is a blessing  because the new 
accreditation process focuses 
on continual improvement.  
Because we met/exceeded all of 

the benchmarks, we get to focus 
on areas that we want to improve, 
rather than what we need 
to improve.
      The one main area that we are 
going to be focused on for the next 
seven years  is improving our 
Hispanic Outreach.
      Did you know that according 
to national statistics, 70% of 
Catholic’s today are Hispanic, 
yet only 2-3% send their students 
to Catholic schools? There are 
many reasons for this, but as a 
Catholic school, we need to do a 
better job reaching out to our 
Hispanic brothers and sisters. So 
far, we are seeing positive results 
from our efforts.
n Over the past three years, OLA 
has increased our Hispanic 
enrollment each year, with
special thanks to the collaborative 
efforts of our pastor, Fr. Mike and 
Fr. John of St. Thomas & St. Jude’s.

n For the past three years ,
St. Thomas & St. Jude’s has had 
representatives on OLA’s 
Education Commission.
n During the 2018-19 school year, 
OLA included a Spanish class for 
K-8 students.
n During the summer of 2019, we 
held our first Cluster Mass with the 
four area parishes.
n For the 2019-20 school year, we 
have translated all enrollment 
forms into Spanish.
n For the 2019-20 school year, we 
are celebrating several Hispanic 
holidays during the school year.
      As we continue to grow our 
Spanish outreach, our hope is that 
we can continue to pass along the 
faith here at OLA!  n
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New Child Care Director
by Hilary Nee

We are pleased                    
to announce the          
promotion of Cassandra 

Letcher to Child Care Director 
here at Our Lady of the 
Assumption. Cassandra has a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Social 
Work from the University of 
Wisconsin/Whitewater and more 
than 20 years of professional child 
care experience. Before joining OLA 
Child Care, Cassandra worked at 
Kiddie Ranch in Beloit and Kids 
Club in Belleville, WI.  After joining 
OLA Child Care in 2010, Cassandra 
was instrumental in expanding 
the child care program to 
accommodate infants, known 
as the Angels program. Prior to 
Cassandra, child care at OLA 
was only available to children 
over the age of two, leaving a 

highly sought-after need unmet. But 
through Cassandra’s continued 
dedication, leadership and passion 
for child development, the Angels 
program has grown to serve a critical 
need in the parish and community.  
OLA is able to offer unmatched child 
care, development and education 
from infancy to high school. 

      One of our parents stated, All 
three of our children attend OLA 
Child Care, and now OLA School, 
and have since they were babies. 
And, although they are no longer 
in Cassandra’s room, they still 
love to stop and chat with her 
about their day. This is such a 
testament to me about the 
connection she builds with 
each child. 
      Cassandra will miss working 
exclusively with OLA’s youngest 
attendees, but is excited to get 
started in her new role as 
Director and work with all the 
children at OLA Child Care. 
Chances are, though, if she is not 
in her new office, she may have 
just sneaked across the hall to the 
Angels room to check on the babies 
again!  n



Ed Ballou: A New Face 
in Maintenance
by Lori Sennent

Ed Ballou was recently hired 
to do maintenance at Our 
Lady of the Assumption 

Parish. Ed was born and raised in 
Beloit. He likes to go camping and 
fishing in his spare time as well as 
doing projects. He has 15 years 
experience in engineering as a 
CADD operator as well as 15 years 
as a licensed contractor. Ed also 
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Everyone is invited to attend 
and volunteer for our Fall 
Festival the weekend of 

September 28-29. This is our 
parish’s largest fundraiser and we 
look for involvement of the entire 
parish to make it successful.  
      The weekend begins Saturday 
at 6:00pm with a cookout featuring 
brats, hot dogs and pulled pork 
sandwiches in the beer tent as well 
as a bouncy house and children’s 
games and activities outside the 
tent. Frank and Co. Band takes the 
stage in the tent from 7-10pm. From 
the Beatles to the Troggs, these four 
long-time local musicians play your 
favorite oldies with some country 
and newer tunes thrown in. This 
will be an evening for the whole 
family you won’t want to miss!  
      Bidding at the Silent Auction 
(partial list of items at olabeloit.
com) will also be open in the gym, 
Saturday, from 6:00-9:00pm.  
      On Sunday, join us for a 

delicious, all-you-can eat Pancake 
Breakfast in Assumption Hall 
from 8-noon. Adults $6.00, 
children 6-12 $2.00 and 5 & under 
are free. Breakfast tickets will be 
on sale at the weekend Masses 
beginning September 7-8. Silent 
Auction bidding continues from 
9:00am to 1:15pm.  
      Raffle tickets with a grand 
prize of the use of a 2019 Chevy 
Silverado or Equinox for 3 years 
or $10,000 CASH will be available 
throughout the weekend until the 
drawing at 1:00pm Sunday in the 
gym.  
      If you would like to volunteer 
for any of these activities, contact 
Randy at the Adm. Center, 
608-362-9066 ext. 111 or 
randyg@olabeloit.com and he will 
get you in touch with the proper 
chairperson. Invite family, friends 
and plan now on attending both 
days of the 2019 Fall Festival.  n

Hmmm…Should I join 
the Choir?...Sure!!!
by Randy Gracyalny

OLA Choir is looking for 
more voices and would 
like you to join!  No formal 

choral experience is needed. If you 
like to sing, we would like you to 
sing with us as we pray, through 
our song, at the 10:30 Mass most 
Sundays. Really busy? No problem.  
Just about everyone in the choir is!  
We will work the best we can with 
your schedule so that you are able 
to join us as much as possible.  
Rehearsals are Wednesday nights 
from 7:00-8:30pm beginning 
September 4. (If you receive 
this after that date, come the 1st 
Wednesday you are able.) We have 
members of all ages from high 
school-80’s. Still not sure? Come for 
a few weeks and give us a try. If 
you like it, stick around; if not there 
are many other opportunities at 
Mass and in the parish for your 
interests. If you have other 
questions or would like more 
information, contact Randy at the 
Adm. Center, 608-362-9066, ext. 111 
or randyg@olabeloit.com.  n 

worked doing inspections for HUD 
Associated Properties. At OLA, Ed 
will be responsible for maintenance 
of the buildings as well as mowing 
and snow removal.  
      When asked about his 
impressions of OLA so far, Ed said 
that he liked a number of things, 
but the one thing that stood out for 
him is the friendly and pleasant 
people that he has met during these 
first weeks. 
      We are happy to have someone 
with lots of experience taking 
care of the OLA buildings and 
grounds!  n
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Sela Mejia
Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry 
by Pat Casucci

Sela Mejia, OLA’s new 
Director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry, is intent 

on creating community while 
strengthening the faith of our 
youth.
      She’s looking 
forward to sharing her 
own deep faith as she 
extends a warm, happy 
welcome to young 
people at OLA.
     In addition to 
learning about their 
faith, Mejia plans to 
guide youth in ways to 
express and live faith. 
I want to help guide 
youth to formulate 
(form) their faith on 
their life journey, to 
understand what 
they’re called to do 
and why we do this, 
she explained. 
      Mejia isn’t new to OLA. She 
graduated from OLA Grade School 
and appreciates the high school 
faith formation program that our 
parish offered. As an OLA student, 
Mejia said faith was a meaningful 
structure in my daily life. My faith 
helped me greatly when I attended 
Beloit Memorial High School and I 
feel it prepared me for college. 
With faith to fall back on, I felt 
safe to ask questions with people 
who believe the same as I do. 
     Mejia graduated from 
Edgewood College in May, 2019, 
earning her BA in Elementary 
Education and a minor in English 
as a Second Language. In her 
gracious manner, she said, I’m 
happy to be back at OLA. It’s nice 
to see familiar people. This is a nice 
transition for me.

      Mejia plans to share several 
goals with OLA youth. I want to 
stress that we need to make time for 
God in our everyday life. I’ll urge 
our youth to talk to God as they 
would to a friend, she said.
     Questions about faith are good 
for young people to ask. I hope to 
let our young people know it’s okay 
to ask questions about our faith, 
and find answers together. I believe 

it’s okay to 
have those 
questions, 
and 
continue to 
question, 
she stressed.
      During 
high school 
years, 
Mejia said 
two OLA 
youth 
ministers, 
Dom Meyers 
and Adam 
Gracyalny, 
were both 

exuberant as they explained and 
led faith discussions. We discussed 
faith formation and these things 
helped me become more confident 
in my own faith, said Mejia. She 
expressed appreciation for the 
opportunity to discuss faith easily 
in these classes. It’s not always 
possible to talk about faith with 
many people, she said.  
      Mejia promised to listen 
to suggestions, ideas or feedback 
for the OLA youth and young adult 
program. I want to offer that 
opportunity. I’m totally like a 
sponge, she added with a bit 
of humor in her voice. 
      Making faith formation an 
interesting and enjoyable program, 
she looks forward to offering youth 
what she called fun events, things 
we can do together; like hanging out 
at youth night. 

      Presently, Mejia is planning to 
form a Young Adult Group at OLA 
for post-Confirmation students and 
people in their twenties. Plans call 
for the group to meet once a month 
to talk, share, connect and reflect 
on their spiritual journeys as well 
as their faith. Anyone with ideas 
or needing information can contact 
Mejia:  selam@olabeloit.com; or 
(608) 362-1231, Ext. 102.      
      During all four high school 
years, Mejia participated in musical 
theater and said the highlight was 
the trip to Scotland that the BMHS 
group earned. It was an amazing 
experience. The people were so 
kind. I found the culture so 
fascinating and of course the 
scenery was great, she said. While 
in high school, she also worked 
at a local nursing home.
      I enjoy playing volleyball and 
find painting very relaxing. I love 
painting for fun. The subject is 
whatever I’m called to paint. It 
helps me to be calm after a busy 
day. She enjoyed an art class at a 
Dominican Catholic Retreat a few 
years ago. The Sister who led the 
class suggested we begin painting 
‘with nothing in mind.’ I liked that, 
said Mejia.   
      Graciously, Mejia thanks 
everyone in the parish for the 
warm welcome back they gave me. 
Now I want to give back for the 
many opportunities I had. She 
also is grateful for the support 
of her family. 
      She stressed her main goal is 
to have a strong group of young 
people to talk about faith. We need 
to allow time for that.  n
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Discovering God 
in Creation.
Beloit & Clinton 
Parishes Vacation Bible 
School 2019
 by Rob Olsen
Director of Faith Formation

This summer over 60 kids and 
18 helpers from our area par-
ishes participated in our VBS 

with the theme Discovering God in 
Creation. All creation gives glory 
to God, nature is a sign of God’s 
goodness and love, Sacraments are 
a sign of God’s goodness and love, 
all people are to be signs of God’s 
goodness and love!

      Each day of the week with 
many crafts, story time, games, 
snacks, music, prayer, and more we 

explored the wonder of creation. 
Assumption Hall was decorated 
with help from the book of 
Genesis; with stars and planets, 
water, land, and sky. It “evolved” 
with trees and plants, fish, birds, 
and animals, and of course 
people. And God saw that it was 
good! The favorite snack of the 
week were dirt cups made 

with chocolate pudding, 
Oreos, Gummi Worms, and 
strawberries, too. A bouncy house 
was the favorite game time. Each 
day kids took home their crafts 
in reusable bags to help the 
environment. Some of the favorite 
crafts were a sea diorama, eagle 
gliders, planting seeds, and 
kaleidoscopes. We learned about 
holy people who help us 
discover God in Creation: 
Copernicus, Gregor Mendel, St. 

Francis of Assisi, Sts. Isidore and 
Maria, and Pope Francis. Virtues 
of wonder, patience, beauty, care 
for creation, and love help us give 
glory to God. We closed our week 
with a Mass recalling that our 
offering is fruit of the earth, work 

of human hands. Several baskets 
of food were collected for our area 
pantry.  One evening we also had 
a special Adult VBS in which we 
had fun seeing what the kids were 
doing but highlighted Pope Francis 
encyclical on the environment 
Laudato Si’: On Care for Our 
Common Home. 
      We know how successful it was 
by the number of kids who wanted 
to come back the next week and 
how joyful and tired our adult and 
middle school helpers were. We 
are already planning for June 2020 
discovering more of God’s plan of 
Salvation!    n
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planned the event, provided 
food, and helped with all the 
arrangements. Among the 
volunteers were:  Food – Jo Ellen 
and Richard Smith and Beatrize 
and Alex of Los Peques Tacos, 
from St. Thomas; Clark Gracyalny 

from OLA. From our 
parish, John Breiten 
and Kathy Schmidt 
coordinated all the 
volunteers. Randy 
Gracyalny organized 
liturgy preparation. 
Adam Gracyalny set 
up and ran the sound 
system.
     In her caring 

manner, 
Kathy 
Schmidt 
summarized 
the event. 
Basically, 
I was so 
grateful 
to all our 
Cluster 
volunteers 
who 
assisted 
in setting 
up and 

taking down all the chairs 
and moving the tables, 
especially those heavy 
picnic tables. More 
volunteers rotated in and 
out to serve all the food. 

And the overwhelming donation 
of desserts by so many people – 
they satisfied everyone’s tastes.
     When Mass began, and I had a 
chance to just sit and reflect on all 
of this generosity, and observe the 
diverse assemblage, I was literally 
moved to tears. I know it sounds 
corny, but I truly felt the presence 
of the Holy Spirit.   n
    

Beloit/Clinton Cluster 
Mass and Picnic
by Pat Casucci

The first Beloit/Clinton    
Cluster Mass and Picnic, 
held at the Edwards Arena in 

Telfer Park, was indeed a success!
      Several hundred parishioners 
from the four-parish Cluster 
attended Mass and had the 
opportunity to share 
their faith and friendship 
during the picnic that 
featured a delectable array 
of food. 
Several 
people 
stated they 
appreci-
ated that 
the arena 
allowed 
easy access 
for every-
one.
     The liturgy included the 
pastors of the four parishes 
that form the Cluster: 
Father John Hedrick, St. 
Jude and St. Thomas, 
Beloit, was the 
main celebrant; Msgr. Dan 
Ganshert, St. Stephen, Clinton, 
con-celebrated and Father Mike 
Resop, OLA Pastor was there in 
spirit as he was suffering from heat 
exhaustion that weekend.   
     Readings and music during the 
Mass were in both English and 
Spanish. The Even Start Dancers 
from the School District of Beloit 
performed traditional Mexican 
music and dance. 
      Laura Warzecha, our Director 
of Pastoral Ministries, energetically 
stated, The Mass and picnic are 
wonderful because building 
community is so important. This 
is an excellent venue for us with 
breezes making everyone 
comfortable. It works! 
     Randy Gracyalny planned 
the Mass which included:  
Proclaimers – Carlos and Teresa 
Zagal, St. Thomas, and 
Arlene McMorran, OLA.

Musicians – Bill Cunningham, 
Fernando Lara, Bobbi Pann and 
Teresa Zagal, St. Thomas; Randy, 
Linda and Teresa Gracyalny, OLA; 
Nancy Graham, St. Jude. 
Sound System – Adam Gracyalny.
     Numerous volunteers from 
each parish cooperated 
to make this first Cluster 
event possible. Father 
Mike expressed his 

appreciation 
to parishioner 
Roger Kemman 
who served as 
overall chair 
of the event 
and venue 
arrangements. 
He also thanked 
Dennis Conerton, St. Thomas 
parishioner/Beloit Snappers 
official, who provided discount 
tickets for the Snappers game 
played later in the afternoon. 
     Father Mike also added his 
thanks to all the volunteers who 



Baptisms “You Are God’s Work of Art”

Sumalee Brewer (at the Easter Vigil)
Tyler Johnson (at the Easter Vigil)
Ben Lawrence Christofferson (Sean & Jessica)
Ada Marie Lathrop (Tyler & Paige)
Joseph Sanchez (Rutilio & Diana)
Cru Alan Miller (Michael & Lauren)
Andres Salazar (Dagoberto & Olga)
Ronan Michael Ziemba (Kyle & Meaghan)

Deaths   “I Have Called You Each by Name”

Mary Ann Huggins (6-3-2019)
Donna M. Carey (6-6-2019)
Thomas E. Brogan (6-19-2019)
Stephen C. Werner, Sr. (6-23-2019)
Ray Summers (8-12-2019) 
Lorraine Pulaski (8-18-2019)

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.8

A Piece of History
by Pat Hemenway

Currently, OLA Parishioners 
are busy planning and 
working on the upcoming 

Fall Festival scheduled for the 
weekend of September 28-29.  
According to parish archives, 
holding similar fund raisers date 
back to the beginning years of 
our parish. In fact, labeled as the 
Second Annual Harvest Festival 
sponsored by OLA Parish, that 
particular event was held at the 
South Beloit Business Men’s 
Grounds (no longer there) on the 
corner of South Park & Gardner 

Streets on August 11-15, 1955. 
The festival offered four nights 
of fun and prizes consisting 
of Bingo, games of skill, carnival 
rides, refreshments and a raffle.  
Grand Prizes included a 1955 
Oldsmobile “88” Hard Top Coupe 
and a building lot in the City of 
Beloit! Surprisingly, the Olds 
contained a 202 HP rocket motor 
with hydramatic drive, power 
steering, radio, & white side wall 
tires!! The building lot, with shade 
and fruit trees, was located on the 
corner of Shopiere Road & Crane 
Avenue. In comparison, raffle 
tickets were 50 cents each or 

3/$1.00. That particular year, 
proceeds from the festival were 
designated for the building fund 
for the new church. As was then 
and now, parish festivals require 
many dedicated volunteers 
offering their time and talent 
to provide a weekend of 
entertainment for parishioners and 
the local community to enjoy.  
      Perhaps you might consider 
spending a few hours on 
September 28-29 to continue our 
long tradition of successful 
fundraising through our parish 
festival.  n

Respite Team Launching 
at OLA
by Linda Dhom
Respite Team Leader

The newest pastoral ministry 
at Our Lady of Assumption 
Parish is moving closer to 

serving OLA parishioners caring 
for homebound loved ones.
      We are truly appreciative to 
Lynda Koivunen, from Catholic 
Charities, for the time spent 
reworking the Respite Handbook 
to fit our parish needs and training 
all our volunteers.  
      Respite ministry is a faith-

centered, parish-sponsored, 
intergenerational program helping 
individuals and families cope with 
non-medical needs.
      All Respite Team members 
and leaders have been trained 
on a nationally accredited 
curriculum. Each member signs 
a Code of Ethics adhering 
to confidentiality, compassionate 
care, and services offered without 
discrimination.
      Team members also have 
background checks to assure the 
safety of our parishioners.  
      An initial visit to the care 
receiver’s home will be completed.  

This visit will determine services 
needed and appropriateness for 
team services. A team member will 
be assigned to the care receiver and 
a schedule developed for visits.
      Our Respite Team is very 
excited to launch this ministry 
and offer support to our 
parishioners and their loved ones.  
For more information contact me 
at 815-871-4873, Ann Schroeder at 
608-346-8774 or Laura at the Adm. 
Center, 608-362-9066 ext. 114.  n


