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Horsing Around: An Interview with 
Abagail Meyers
by Amy Mejia

It is always so interesting to learn what some of 
our parishioners are up to. OLA parishioner and 
OLA student, Abagail Meyers has been dedicated 

to competitively showing and riding horses for about 
10 years and has won awards at various levels. This 
has become a lifestyle for her and she is hoping to 
one day make a career of it. In the Q & A that follows, 
Abagail tells us about what she does and 
what it means to her:
      How did you get involved with horses 
and riding? What type of riding are you 
involved in? How long have you been 
doing it? What do you enjoy most? Are 
there any challenges?
      I have always been drawn to horses 
since I was little. I got involved in riding 
when I was 3 years old, taking lessons 
every other week. There are many types 
of riding disciplines that you can do. I ride 
with a Morgan Horse Barn, Stone Ledge 
Farms, and started out with Western, rode 
Saddle Seat for about 3 years and now I ride Hunt 
Seat. I have been riding for 10 years total, but 
consistently for 9 years. What I enjoy most is just 
being with horses. I really can’t pick just one thing. 
Whether it’s training them, grooming them, ground 
work, trail riding, lessons or competing: time with 
horses is so rewarding, challenging (in an 
inspirational way) and therapeutic. The challenges 
with horseback riding actually depend on what 
level you want to take it. I can say that with the 
competitive riding, you have to really educate 
yourself about horses in general. How they think, 
work, see and interpret things, learn and respond. You 

have to build a partnership with them. It is a 
commitment that requires training everyday even 
if you don’t feel like it.  
      There always is something to work on and 
improve upon to become better and stronger. I don’t 
think riders ever get to the point where it is not 
challenging. If they did, it may not be as fulfilling.
      What is your horse’s name? What do you like 
most about your horse? 
      The horse that I show right now is named 
Merriewold Diplomat “Mateo”. I do not actually 

own him, my parents lease him for me. 
Mateo is a Grand Champion. Having a 
show horse with that much experience when 
you start competing at a National level is 
very helpful. I have learned a lot from him. 
      What is your routine for caring for your 
horse and how often do you ride/practice 
for shows/competitions?
      Other than the given food, water, 
supplements and stall cleaning; he has 
to be groomed and worked every day. I ride 
6 days a week (1-3 hours a day). Two of 
those days are with Mateo and my trainers, 

Becky and Jamie Gruenberg from Stone Ledge Farm. 
The other four days are with other horses. If I am 
blessed enough to qualify for Nationals and World 
Championship, my training increases. The lessons 
are more intense and physically demanding. The 
philosophy I try to go by is ride like I have never won 
and show like I have never lost.
      Are you involved with certain organizations/
associations? Do you get to travel for this? Where is 
your favorite place to ride?
      I am a member of the US Equestrian Federation, 
which I have lettered in, and the American Morgan 
Horse Association. Being a member of these 

– Continued on Page 4
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

Prayer of Thanksgiving
for the Naming of Bishop 
Donald Hying
as Fifth Bishop of Madison

Risen and Radiant Lord,
your resurrection makes all things new
and renews our faith and hope in you.

We praise you with joyful Alleluias
during this Easter Season
and offer you our sincere gratitude 
for calling Bishop Donald Hying
to serve as the fifth Bishop of the 
Diocese of Madison.
May he lead us as a shepherd 
who cares for his flock
and seeks out the lost sheep.

Grant health, strength and wisdom 
      to Bishop Hying
      whose family roots lie deep in the  
      heart of our Diocese.
Strengthen the bonds of unity 
      in our Diocese
      so that we may serve you 
      as one body.
Purify us in your Sacred Heart 
      and sustain us in love of God 
      and neighbor, 
      for your love never fails.
Grant that the faithful of our Diocese
      boldly answer your call
      to proclaim your name to the ends
      of the earth
      so that we may sing your praises  
      for ever 
      around your altar in heaven
      where you live and reign 
      with the Father and the Holy 
      Spirit, one God for ever and ever.

Amen.

Prepared by the Diocese of Madison Office 
of Worship. The Office of Worship is funded 
through the generosity of the Annual Catholic 
Appeal.

Bishop Donald J. Hying Appointed the Fifth Bishop of Madison

It is with a grateful heart that I look forward to Bishop Donald Hying’s 
leadership and wisdom as we continue to build the kingdom of God 
through proclaiming the Good News in word and service as Bold 
Disciples.
     The youngest of six sons, Bishop Donald J. Hying was born in West 
Allis, Wisconsin, to parents Albert and Catherine Hying (both deceased) 
on August 18, 1963. He attended St. Aloysius and Immaculate Heart of 
Mary grade schools, and Brookfield Central High School. Bishop Hying 
received his bachelor’s degree from Marquette University and his 
master’s degree from St. Francis Seminary.
     On May 20, 1989, Bishop Hying was ordained a priest for the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee by Most Reverend Rembert Weakland, 
Archbishop of Milwaukee. His first priestly assignment was as a 
parochial vicar for St. Anthony Parish, Menomonee Falls, from 1989 to 
1994. Fr. Hying served as a Team Member for La Sagrada Familia 
Parroquia, Dominican Republic from 1994 to 1997. He returned to the 
United States and served as the parochial administrator of St. Peter 
Parish (1998), then as the parochial vicar of St. Anthony Parish, 
Milwaukee, from 1998 to 1999. He was then appointed the pastor 
of Our Lady of Good Hope Parish, Milwaukee from 1999 to 2005. In 2006, 
Fr. Hying served as the parochial administrator of St. Augustine Parish, 
Milwaukee in 2006. He became the Dean of Formation at Saint Francis de 
Sales Seminary from 2005 to 2007, and was appointed the rector of 
St. Francis de Sales Seminary by Most Reverend Timothy Michael Dolan, 
Archbishop of Milwaukee, and served from 2007 until 2011.
      On May 26, 2011, Pope Benedict XVI appointed Fr. Donald Hying the 
Titular Bishop of Regiae and the Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee. He was consecrated a bishop on July 20, 2011.
      On November 24, 2014, His Holiness, Pope Francis appointed Bishop 
Hying as the Fourth Bishop of Gary (Indiana), to succeed Most Reverend 
Dale Joseph Melczek, who had submitted his resignation as the Bishop 
of Gary, as required when he reached the age of 75. Bishop Hying’s 
installation in the Diocese of Gary took place on January 6, 2015. On 
April 25, 2019, Thursday within the Octave of Easter, His Holiness, Pope 
Francis, appointed Most Reverend Donald J. Hying the Fifth Bishop of 
Madison (Wisconsin), to succeed Most Reverend Robert C. Morlino, 
deceased, of happy memory.



Spring Fling
by Trevor Seivert, 
OLA School Principal

The award winning Beloit 
Memorial Jazz Band played 
music into the night and all 

169 guests had an amazing time      
at OLA’s 6th Annual Spring Fling 
on April 13!
      Once again, this event was 
bigger and better than ever! Each 
year, we’ve increased our ticket 
sales and our fundraising efforts 
from the previous year and this 
year was no exception.
      Our Spring Fling Committee, 
comprised of Chairperson Aron 
Bussan and members: Anji 
Gabriele, Nichole Ferrera, Kelly 
Kolpien, Nicole Boylan and Callie 
Christofferson did an amazing job; 
along with Fr. Mike Resop, the 
OLA Students, Teachers, Faculty 
& Staff, Room Parents, the La
Casa Grande staff as well as Rachel 
Shepherd and Laura Warzecha 

for providing free child care to 25 
children of attendees.   All of these 
volunteers were the reason the 
Spring Fling was so successful!
      This year, we had 169 guests 
including 5 tables purchased and 1 
table sponsor. As our largest school 
fundraiser, we raised over $23,900!  
      This is an increase of 15 people 
and an additional $7,400 from last 
year!
      Congratulations to Mr. & Mrs. 
Barajas who won the Disney raffle 
tickets. 
      Special thanks to Bob Johnson 
from Badger Auctions, who did a 
wonderful job as our auctioneer.  
Mr. Johnson even donated some of 
his own personal prints and sports 
memorabilia for the auction!
      Thank you to our Table 
Sponsors: The Gracyalny family 
(2), Bredenkamp family, Burns 
family, Robson family and First 
National Bank & Trust.
      Tulip Sponsors ($1,000+): First 
National Bank & Trust.

      Lily Sponsors ($500): Beloit 
Health Systems, Dan Kruse - 
Century 21 Affiliated and 
Christofferson Moving & Storage.
      Daffodil Sponsors ($250): 
John G. Onderak DDS, Delong 
Industrial Moving Inc., 
Bryan Theis - Edward Jones, 
JG Innovations Inc., Regal Beloit, 
Tim Lindau - Nowlan & Mouat 
LLP, Ryeco Inc., McGilvra Electric, 
Block Diesel Repair Inc., Dwight 
& Vicki Kruse, Melissa Justice 
and Dave & Rita Bonds.
      Lilac Sponsors ($100): Pelsue 
Orthodontics, Bud Weiser Motors 
Inc., Stanton Shoes, Land Title & 
Closing Services LLC, ABC Fire & 
Safety Inc., and Jim & Marianne 
Wilson.
      Mark your calendars for next 
year on April 4, 2020 as we have 
already booked next year’s Spring 
Fling.  n
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Fish Fry
by Randy Gracyalny

Another year of fish fries       
is in the books and it was 
a magnificent year from 

a social and financial standpoint.  
Before getting to that, however, I 
want to give a huge THANK YOU 
to everyone who helped at the fish 
fries this season. Some worked all 
or most of the fish fries and we 
appreciate all that you sacrificed 
to be there so often. The one thing 
that I wish for when we begin again 
in the fall is that more people will 
volunteer to assist with the fries so 
that some of our regular helpers 
do not need to do it so often if they 
do not wish. (And some of them 
would like an occasional week off!)  
I would also like to thank all those 
who regularly attended. We often 
hear that OLA has the best fish fry 
around and we are so happy that 
many of you feel this way and 

continue to show that through your 
participation.  
      We had typical numbers 
for the monthly fish fries but the 
attendance during Lent was out-
standing. Every Friday we served 
over 325 adults and set a new 
record one of the weeks serving 448 
adults. That is tremendous when 
you consider we are serving for 2 
hours. The fish fry continues to be 
a wonderful social gathering where 
some regularly attend with friends 
or family, but many others sit with 
someone they do not know, sharing 
meal and conversation. The work-
ers also share a great comradery, 
again meeting some new people 
and sharing friendship with those 
they have worked with for years.
      I also want to thank those 
who assisted in coordinating the 
volunteers: Cheryl McKee and 
Shirley Churchill with the dining 
room help; Karen Tinder, the Wed. 

night fish cutting & potato washing 
crew; Kevin Daskam, the kitchen 
help; Phil Karnes, the cashiers 
and I did the fish unpacking, slaw 
making and set-up volunteers.  If 
you are not presently helping and 
would like to be put on a list 
for next year, contact one of these 
coordinators and they will be 
happy to add you to their contact 
lists.
      The result of the work of all 
the volunteers and support of the 
parish and community in this 29th 
year of renewed fish fries, we 
realized a net profit of $16,127 
from our 10 fish fries. In addition, 
our pay what you can afford 
Good Friday Fish Dinner had a 
tremendously generous response 
in donations with $2,229.46 in 
net profit, which was split evenly 
between Family Promise and St. 
Vincent de Paul.  See you at the 
next fish fry, October 4!  n
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Horsing Around 
Continued from Page 1

organizations allows me to compete 
in Morgan Horse Competitions. In 
our area, they are held in Minnesota, 
Illinois, Ohio, Indiana and 
Oklahoma. My favorite competition 
site, other than Nationals/Worlds 
in Oklahoma, is the Indiana Spring 
Classic located in Shipshewana, 
Indiana – Amish country with 
AMAZING food and horse and 
buggies everywhere. Something you 
don’t experience every day.
      What is the official name of your 
recent competition and award? 
What was involved in getting to the 
national level of competing? Where 
was the competition? How are 
winners determined – rounds for 
competition, etc.
      My most recent win was in 
Oklahoma, winning the 2018 
Morgan Horse Grand National 
Championship. This was my 
second consecutive year winning 
that Championship. I started off 
showing in barn shows for a couple 
years, went into Academy Showing 
and two years ago starting 
competing at the national level. At 
the National level you have to have 
you own show horse (own or leased) 
and a personal trainer(s). Mateo 
and I show in the Hunter Pleasure 
class. In this class the horse must be 

a Morgan Pleasure horse shown in 
Hunter attire and equipment. 
The horse is judged on the Morgan 
standards. The rider is judged on 
riding him with a light rein and 
only light contact on the bit. The 
presentation should be soft, flexible 
control that is easily maintained in 
both regular and extended gaits. 
The ride should have the appearance 
of being able to sustain his gaits 
comfortably over extended periods 
of time. His movements should be 
balanced and elliptical, with the 
appropriate lengths of stride. 
The rider must have hands, seat, 
and legs in precise positions to 
perform any gait or test the judge 
may require. Each gait and/or test 
must be as close to perfect as 
possible as well as the rider’s 
performance and presentation.  
      Are there certain things that you 
have learned while riding, caring for 
your horse or competing that help 
you as a person or help you in other 
areas of life?
      It is very important to learn 
to communicate with your horse, 
which can be very challenging.  
Riding helps me forget about 
the things that are going on in my 
life or challenges that I may have 
going on. It is great therapy.
      What advice would you give 
to someone interested in horses, 

riding, or competing?
      The advice I would give would be 
“What are you waiting for?” Riding 
horses is a feeling you can’t explain. 
It has so many benefits for so many 
people. It helps develop thinking 
skills, balance and timing, not 
to mention physical fitness and 
flexibility. If competing is something 
you think you may be interested in, I 
would say take lessons for about 
3 years then decide if it is something 
you would like to do. The commit-
ment, dedication and hard work can 
be stressful. This is not a sport that is 
“seasonal,” it is year round and you 
practice year round. So you really need 
to be committed. 
      Anything else that you would like 
people to know?
      Competing with horses is not just 
a sport, it turns into a lifestyle and 
you have to have to be fully 
committed. Have the desire, dream 
and vision if you want to be 
successful. I have been blessed to be 
able to experience this sport and have 
learned that this, along with training 
horses and training riders is something 
I want to make a career of. I have my 
college picked out and my business 
plan already started. So we will see if 
this is the path God will continue 
to lead me down.     n

2019 OLA First Communicants

2019 OLA Confirmands

2019 OLA School Graduates
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Vacation Bible School
by Rob Olsen, Director of Faith Formation

This year our annual Vacation 
Bible School (VBS) is entitled 
Discovering God in Creation. 

Each day the children will explore 
the creation story of Genesis and how 
God saw that all he created was good! 
with crafts, music, snacks, games and 
more! The dates are Monday-Friday, 
June 17-21, from 9:00am-noon each 
day. We celebrate our week with a 
Mass and lunch on Friday. Age 4K to 
grade 5 can enroll as participants and 
grades 6 and up can be helpers! Adult 
helpers are also needed. Registrations 
are available on the website, contact 
the FF office, or see Rob after Masses. 
      A special adult session on Tuesday, 
June 18 at 6:30pm will explore Pope 
Francis’ encyclical on creation and the 
environment Laudato Si. Any adults 
are welcome to attend the session.  
We are sure to have some fun with the 

the diocese. If you remember several 
years back we were one of the host 
sites and it is a great boost to a parish 
for the young people to spread their 
joy, energy, and enthusiasm. Mary 
Kate and other adult chaperones will 
accompany the kids for these fun 
weeks of service and prayer. Please 
keep all the young missionaries in 
your prayers as they travel and serve. 

      Registrations for next season’s 
Faith Formation programs will go out 
in mid-summer and we encourage 
everyone to be an evangelizer. That 
is: spread the good news about how 
our parish seeks to build life-long 
disciples. Prayerfully consider how 
you might become involved! Last year 
we had some wonderful success with 
catechist teams who job-shared. Talk 
to Rob Olsen or Jean Nosek about the 
details!  n

kids and adults, but our hope is 
to enrich our faith with a deeper
appreciation of God’s ongoing plan 
of salvation. Whether or not your 
children or you attend VBS, the theme 
of exploring creation can raise some 
very interesting questions for re-
flection. They can be a very relevant 
springboard into faith in our time. 
Summertime is a great time for 
reflection. How you reflect on 
questions about God and creation 
allowing the Holy Spirit to guide 
your imagination and prayer could 
be a valuable spiritual exercise. Just 
considering the questions could reveal 
a lot about your relationship with our 
Lord and also point the way for future 
lifelong learning and prayer. Who says 
VBS is just for kids?  
      Young Missionary Disciples
Over the summer three small groups 
of young people from OLA are 
attending LOVE BEGINS HERE, 
(LBH) youth mission events around 

The Future of the Local 
Church: Hispanic 
Ministry and Missionary 
Discipleship.
by Ellen Joyce 
Chair, Social Justice Commission

Last January, our cluster parish 
mission focused on the theme 
of missionary discipleship, 

and one theme that emerged from the 
mission was the importance of 
building relationships as the first 
step in evangelization. Telling stories 
and listening to the stories of others 
is how Jesus spread the Good News 
in his own day, and it is an essential 
part of how we can share that Gospel 
with others today. As we continue the 
work of becoming missionary disciples 
ourselves, we all need to become better 
listeners.
      On May 14 more than 30 people 
gathered to hear Lorianne Aubut and 
Jenny Ludtke from St Thomas Aquinas 
Parish in Madison describe and reflect 
on the adventure in listening to the 
Hispanic community that their parish 
embarked on several years ago. 
Their parish was one of more than a 
dozen parishes in the diocese that 
participated in the national 
V Encuentro (Fifth Encounter) 
movement. Lorianne Aubut, the 
Hispanic minister at St Thomas guided 
the parish through that process, whose 
goal was to help the church attend to 
the needs of the Hispanic community 
and to grow the leadership of Latinos 

so that they could discover and 
develop their own gifts for leadership 
in the church. 
      Lorianne described to our gathering 
how small groups of Latinos were 
invited to meet for refreshments, 
prayer, and reflection on Scripture and 
then to embark on missionary action 
– listening to the stories and the needs 
of their neighbors. This process helped 
the parish identify the needs of the local 
Hispanic community and to respond to 
the specific needs they learned about 
including anxieties about immigration 
status, a lack of connection to the 
Catholic church, and the problems 
of drugs and incarceration that 
disrupt family life. Lorianne spoke 
frankly about the challenges they 

encountered – the process is 
demanding and time-consuming – but 
also the rewards of building up a sense 
of community in the parish and the 
growth of Latino membership.
      Jenny Ludtke, St Thomas’s 
Director of Evangelization 
and Outreach, followed Lorianne’s 

presentation with her own 
reflections on how the V Encuentro 
process strengthened the parish as 
a whole, not only by raising up new 
leaders and creating new faith 
formation opportunities, but also 
highlighting the importance of 
outreach and listening to the needs 
of those outside the parish. She noted 
that some bilingual activities are great 
ways to bring Latinos and Anglos 
together –  especially events involving 
food! – but that others have proved 
less successful.
      The evening ended with discussion 
of what is already happening with 
Hispanic ministry in our own 
parishes. There is an 11:00 Sunday 
Mass in Spanish at St Jude’s twice 
a month as well as other bilingual 
services; for more than fifteen years 
Araceli Montoya has ministered to 
the needs of Hispanics in Beloit’s three 
parishes and reaching out to people 
she meets in the grocery store and 
everywhere she goes. 
      Lorianne and Jenny’s presentation 
posed two related challenges to us as 
we continue this journey of missionary 
discipleship: first, to consider how we 
might learn from the V Encuentro how 
we might discover and develop every-
one’s unique gifts of leadership in the 
church, and, second, how we might 
continue to foster unity between 
Latinos and Anglos as we work 
together to build up the Body of Christ 
in our community.  n
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OLA Scrip Products –
A smart and easy way to raise 
funds for OLA School – with 
Scrip Cards and/or Online Scrip 
Shopping
by Tom Sennett and Randy Gracyalny

It really Is Smart and Easy

With Scrip Cards you    
simply buy them from 
OLA in specific face   

value amounts, and then spend it 
like you would a gift card. It’s just 
a dollar exchange of your money 
for an equal amount of Scrip 
dollars. It doesn’t cost you 
anything, and OLA School gets a 
rebate portion of all Scrip monies 
spent. And here’s the good part. 
The rebates in total can add up to a 
substantial dollar amount that can 
make a REAL difference to OLA 
school, and the families of the 
students who attend OLA School.
Support OLA School by using 
Scrip Cards

      You can spend the Scrip dollars 
just about everywhere. Dozens of 
local places that you probably shop 
at now. Everyday stores like 
Woodman’s, Walmart, 
Piggly Wiggly, Menards, 
Ace Hardware, Farm & Fleet, 
Home Depot, Kohl’s, Culver’s, 
Applebee’s, Pizza Hut, Bagels & 
More, The Rock, CVS Pharmacy, 
Walgreens and Starbucks, to name 
just a few of approximately 100 
local retail stores. In total there are 
over 780 local and national brand 
retail stores that can be accessed 
when you shop with Scrip. An 
order form listing many local and 
national retail stores is enclosed 
in this newsletter. This also shows 

the specific rebate percentages they 
offer, as well as the face value 
of the Scrip cards that can be 
purchased. 
Where & When Can You Buy 
Scrip Cards
n After Saturday & Sunday Mass 
in the gathering space
n At OLA School office from 8:30 
to 2:30 everyday the school is open
n Before and after school on Friday
Online Shopping with Scrip
You can create an account for 
Online Shopping by first visiting 
OLA Church website 
www.olabeloit.com. If the 
Shopwithscrip link is not on the 
homepage, click on the school tab 
and then fundraising where you 
will find this link containing all 
the details to begin shopping with 
Scrip. You will also learn features 
that will enhance your overall 
capability to shop online for local 
and national retail stores. 
n Scrip Now – Electronic cards 
that can be ordered and printed 
right from your account
n MyScripWallet – a way to keep 
Scrip cards on your mobile device
n Reload card – instead of tossing 
the card once it is used, you can 
now reload it.
n PrestoPay – A convenient way 
to pay online.
       And yes, you can shop 
at Amazon.com.
The Benefits
n Potential to raise significant 
additional funds for OLA School. 
Present Scrip fund profits are 
approximately $5000.00 per year.
      n But what could it be? Here 
are some small, achievable 

examples of what could happen 
if just 10 more people used Scrip 
each week from the following:
      n  Menards: 10 people using
      $50 would be $780 more raised
      per year.
      n Woodman’s: 10 people using
      $50 – $1,300 more raised 
      per year.
      n Kwik Trip: 10 people using
      $25 – $520 more raised per year.
      n Walmart: 10 people using 
      $25 – $390 more raised per year.
      If these small additions were 
made by 40 people regularly using 
Scrip, we would raise $2,990 more 
per year. Think what would 
happen if those 40 people (or more) 
would use Scrip for even more of 
their purchases!
n OLA families/students can 
reduce their own tuition costs 
shopping with Scrip
n Potential for other OLA 
parishioners, relatives & friends 
to participate in the OLA Scrip 
fund program
n Potential to increase OLA School 
enrollment with additional rebate 
monies
n The rebate monies are used only 
for OLA School tuition credits and 
the OLA Technology Fund
Learn More
      Visit OLA website 
www.olabeloit.com for additional 
information about the OLA Scrip 
program.
      Contact Hilary Nee 
(coordinator) by email at 
hilary.nee@gmail.com
      Contact Trevor Seivert, OLA 
School Principal (608) 365-4014 or 
email tseivert@olaschool.ws
PLEASE CONSIDER SHOPPING 
WITH SCRIP!   n
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It is an advisory group whose 
relationship with the pastor is 
one of advising, support and 
cooperation. Canon Law states the 
pastor is ultimately responsible 
and has the necessary authority 
to administer the temporal goods 
of the parish.
    Kemman summarized the main 
duties of our Parish Finance 
Council: It oversees the main 
budget process; manages parish 
investments, while always 
considering good Catholic 
principles; manages restricted 
funds (such as Education 
Endowment, Technology, 
McMorran Fund, Tuition 
Assistance, grants.)  That includes 
our school, the various ministries, 
managing major capital upkeep 
of our campus, and anything 
Father Mike needs assistance with. 
We also report to the parish vital 
financial information.
    He mentioned the monthly 
Super Thursdays when all the 
commissions and councils meet. 
After we open our meetings with 
prayer, Father Mike presents his 
report. We can continue if Father 
needs to participate in one of the 
other groups. We review minutes, 
discuss current financials, we 
look at each department 
including school, religious 
education, liturgy, childcare, 
overall administration. We can 
suggest cuts or review shifts or 
changes in our investments 
results said Kemman.
    Present council members all 
have expertise and a different 
vision to bring to the group, said 
Kemman. Finance Council 
members include: Father Mike 
Resop, Pastor; Roger Kemman, 
chairperson; Dennis Ezdon, vice 
chairperson; Merlin Bussan, 
secretary; Bill Flanagan; Ann 
Jordan; Jerry Klobucar; Tim 
McKevett; as well as Tim Kriegler 
and Casey Christofferson, 
Pastoral Council representatives 

– Continued on Page 8

Roger Kemman/
Finance Council
by Pat Casucci

Chairperson of the OLA      
Parish Finance Council, 
Roger Kemman, likes a          

challenge. I’m all about results and 
making your efforts worthwhile, 
he stated.
     Thus, he believes our parish 
continues to need active 
volunteers. If we want our 
parish to continue to be a 
wonderful place, people have to 
volunteer to do the work needed 
to keep it so. I have that 
responsibility, he said. 
    Kemman stated, As a 
Finance Council we need 
to support Father Mike 
so he can focus on his 
pastoral duties.
     He often points out, 
OLA is our parish, not 
the Bishop’s parish nor 
Father Mike’s parish and 
it is our responsibility to 
be good stewards. Our 
parish community has 
contributed to and supported OLA 
with time, treasure and talent 
successfully for many years. We 
need to make sacrifices just as 
parishioners did before us for its 
continuing success.
     Kemman stressed, We can be 
good stewards and responsible 
persons in order to pass our success 
on to the next generation. When I 
joined the Finance Council, that 
was my purpose.  
    Kemman is president of Ryeco, 
Inc. He attended St.Thomas Grade 
School, noting that his class was 
the first graduating class from the 
then newly built school. He’s a 
graduate from Beloit Catholic High 
School and from UW-Whitewater. 
After college, he sold Besley Bendix 
products and eventually came back 
to Beloit to work with his father, 
Rye Kemman, at Ryeco, Inc.
     I treasure the years I worked 
with my father, said Kemman.  
Now his wife, Susie, and two 
children Daniele and Robert join 

him as they carry on the family 
business.
     Roger and Susie, have six 
children who have also attended 
our Catholic schools. Time spent 
with his family is vitally important 
to him. He said returning to Beloit 
was an opportunity for all his 
family to be together. 
    He feels stewardship is 
important in the parish as well as 
in the business world. In 1993, he 
was a member of the OLA School 
Board, and continued volunteering 
during the years when our new 
church was planned and 
constructed. It was one of my 

greatest honors to be a 
member of the Jubilee 
Committee, during our 
remodeling and 
building our church.
    Father Mike shared 
a compliment. Roger 
Kemman has been a 
true blessing to OLA 
in his role on the 
Finance Council. He 
is a man of integrity 

and knowledge whose leadership 
is so valuable with financial issues 
and concerns, as well as long range 
planning for the parish. I enjoy 
Roger’s friendship and his 
wisdom.
     Kemman recently took time 
to discuss some of the Finance 
Council’s duties.  He explained 
that the finance council 
objectives in each parish in the 
Diocese is mandated under the 
Code of Canon Law and diocesan 
policy. That includes structure 
– the way we operate and how 
members are selected. We follow 
those bylaws. Also, he added, Each 
parish in the diocese uses the same 
accounting software which, from a 
structural standpoint, allows 
consistency for reports to the 
diocese as well as transparency for 
pastors and parish administrators.  
    According to the diocesan 
policies, the pastor of each parish 
appoints finance council members. 



Baptisms “You Are God’s Work of Art”

Marcos Henri Reyes, III (Marcos & Jennifer)
Finley Quinn Ervin (Bradley & Rochelle)
Isabella Maria Griffeth (Matthew & Araceli)
Ava Victoria Arellano (Javier & Nicole)
Emilia Diana Medina (Christopher & Helen)
Ben Lawrence Christofferson (Sean & Jessica)

Deaths   “I Have Called You Each by Name”

Shelly Marie Lawver (3-8-2019)
Judith M. Draeving (3-6-2019)
Mary C. Matuska (3-27-2019)
Dorothy Serotini (4-1-2019)
David W. Larson (4-9-2019)

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.8

Finance Council
Continued from Page 7

and Laurie Seehafer, Parish 
business manager. 
      Our Finance Council is 
abundantly blessed with talent, 
said Kemman. They take their 
work seriously and have many 
tough decisions to make. We are 

staff considered it part of their 
stewardship to work here. Say 
thank you to them because they are 
here to make a difference. They are 
called to do this. They often have 
to do the ‘heavy lifting’ for us, so 
we must support them.   n
 

stewards of the parishioners’ gifts, 
money that is given in God’s name. 
We must use these gifts responsibly 
and be respectful of this steward-
ship. We need support from all our 
parishioners. Thankfully we have 
at OLA many generous people, 
Kemman concluded. 
      He added his appreciation to 
our parish staff. I believe all our 

A Piece of History
by Pat Hemenway

On the 26th day of May, 1953, 
The Most Rev. William F. 
O’Connor, Bishop of the 

Diocese of Madison, issued a 
decree establishing Our Lady of 
the Assumption Parish on the 
northeast side of the City of Beloit. 
In late summer on August 10th, 
1953 a drawing of the proposed 
construction project appeared 
in the Beloit Daily News. It was 
announced that the new building 
would incorporate a Church-
School-Convent combination. The 
center section of the building was 
designed with 10 rooms comprised 
of six classrooms for students and a 
four-room unit of living 

quarters for the Sisters of Mercy 
of the Chicago Province to occupy 
while staffing the school until the 
convent (current Child Care) 
was built. 
      Two years later, OLA School 
opened on October 18, 1955 with 
90 students enrolled in Grades 6-8.  
Grades 4 & 5 were added in fall 
of 1956. The primary grades were 
added following the completion of 
the project including the convent. 
      The newly formed OLA Parish 
consisted of approximately 325 
families with Fr. Robert J. O’Hara 
serving as Pastor. The first Mass in 
the original (but temporary church) 
was celebrated on Christmas Eve, 
1955. The cornerstone (located 
just outside the main school 

entrance) was laid at a brief, but 
impressive, ceremony late 
Christmas morning. Names of the 
founding parishioners and records 
of the new construction were 
placed in a copper container and 
sealed within the cornerstone 
by Fr. Robert J. O’Hara.
      As we strive to live our Mission 
Statement, let us not forget the 
priests, sisters and charter 
members, some of who are still 
members today. Through their 
vision, dedication and willingness 
to work and sacrifice, they laid the 
groundwork for OLA Parish and 
created a wonderful parish spirit 
which grew and continues 66 years 
later.  n


