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Marianne Giovingo
Director of Faith Formation
by Pat Casucci

With a smile and a cheerful tone in her voice, 
Marianne Giovingo is thankful for the 
welcome, prayers and assistance she’s 

received from parishioners since she joined the OLA 
staff as Director of Faith Formation/Adult Education.
     Writing in a past Parish Bulletin, Giovingo noted 
her joy, humility and honor to come here. She sincere-

ly wrote, My prayers 
first and foremost are 
for the eternal rest of 
Rob and continued 
peace and strength 
for his family and 
friends.
     Father Mike 
stated, As Rob’s 
health declined after 
his cancer surgery, 
resulting in his 
unexpected death, 
Marianne, by the 
grace of God, was 
available to take 
the position of Faith 
Formation Director. 

As the staff and people of OLA deal with the grief of 
Rob’s death, Marianne’s spirit, energy and sensitivity 
has been a blessing and gift. As well, I look forward 
to her wisdom and knowledge in maintaining and 
expanding faith programs and experiences for our 
children and adults of the parish.
    Giovingo stresses to all of us that I am here to 
serve you. She hopes to bring opportunities for all 

parishioners not only to know God intellectually but, 
in her words, to know God personally, prayerfully 
and uniquely. She asks all OLA members to reach out 
to her with concerns. She reminds us that besides her 
gifts from God, He has also blessed you with gifts 
and talents to serve His people. As a family, we 
support one another.
     This Advent season, she plans to offer an
opportunity for parishioners to break open the 
scripture passages, the themes and characters, as we 
approach the Christmas season.
     Giovingo’s variety of experiences underline her 
desire to bring God’s love to everyone. Rockford 
is her home town where she attended Holy Family 
School and Boylan High School. She gradated from 
Loras College, Dubuque, IA. She taught Theology 
at St. Edward’s in Elgin, IL, and at Messmer High 
School in Milwaukee. Her mother teaches math to six 
through eighth grade students at Holy Family School 
in Rockford. 
     She recently taught at Boylan High School and 
worked in its Alumni Relations office, and served as a 
substitute teacher. 
     In one of those  small world occasions, Giovingo 
and OLA Grade School Principal Trevor Seivert were 
classmates in grade and high school.
     Giovingo asks for prayers as she settles into her 
work at OLA, promising to live in and through Rob 
Olsen’s spirit. Likewise, her daily prayers will include 
OLA parishioners. 
     Anticipating a joyful journey, Giovingo 
encouraged OLA Parishioners, Together let us grow 
as Bold Missionary Disciples of His Word.  n
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

Preparing for the season of 
Advent & Christmas
It is a season of preparation, 

prayer, discernment and joy. We are 
called to be watchful and to 
prepare for the way of the Lord. 
I encourage you to participate 
in daily Mass, confession, 

communal penance service 
on Saturday, December 14 and the 
Aadult prayer & reflection on the 
scripture of the season to be held 
on Tuesday mornings and evenings 
during December, and Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament. Please 
check the bulletin and the calendar 
in this newsletter for all times and 
locations.
     As we celebrate this season, 
may we be transformed into 
people of light, not darkness; joy, 
not sadness; and peace, not anxiety.
     May our journey this season be 
holy and blessed.

Fr. Mike   n

Rob’s Final Catechesis
by Laura Warzecha,
Director of Pastoral Ministries
 

About a week or two 
before Rob’s death, I 
entered his room for a visit 

and sat down. He, in his hospital 
bed propped at a 45 degree angle, 
barely able to speak in more than a 
whisper, had something important 
to share. However, the last thing I 
expected was a faith-lesson.
      The subject: the importance of 
the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
He began with an example using 
his brother Bill. He relayed a time 
he quizzed Bill, asking him to recite 
all seven gifts. (His brother would 
later add that Rob subjected him 
to this exercise more often than 
once.) Rob’s eyes widened as he 
continued, speaking in that oft-
used, childlike tone filled with awe 
and wonder whenever he shared a 
depth of God.
      Laura, he looked at me 
intently, I received all seven gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. The look on my 
face must have been: Yea, so? … 
Haven’t we all? It’s called, 
Confirmation. I kept quiet.
      With much more animation and 
energy, he repeated: I received … 
ALL SEVEN gifts of the Holy Spirit 
… AT ONCE!  He had my full 
attention. 

      His hands and arms wildly 
entered the conversation. He 
gestured toward his head showing 
me how the seven gifts poured 
into him from above, Pentecost 
style. He continued, I FELT them 
all! They soaked into my being. I 
am experiencing all of them, right 
now, fully. They were a living part 
of him, every one of them at the 
same time. He rattled each gift, 
one by one, very quickly.

      I was pretty much 
dumb-founded. Speechless. Trying 
to imagine what he was saying.
      He went on.

      If I knew I had to go through 
all of this, he gave me the eye-roll, 
shook his head and pointed to the 
tubes, bags, meds … He allowed 
the sentence to remain unfinished.
      His lesson was over.
      Below are the seven Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit with my 
favorite short explanations of each 
in parentheses:
 
n Wisdom 
(desire FOR God)
n Understanding 
(grasp Truth LIKE God)
n Counsel 
(IMITATE God in our actions, 
almost by intuition)
n Fortitude 
(follow-through – DO the things 
of God till death)
n Knowledge 
(ability to SEE like God)
n Piety 
(desire to GENUINELY worship 
and serve God)
n Fear of the Lord 
(out of LOVE and in awe, 
desire not to offend God)

      Isn’t this the goal of all of us as 
we reach the end of life?
      Rob’s last words to me, meant 
for all of us, said very often 
throughout his illness… THANK 
YOU!
      And thank YOU, Rob!  n

The monthly OLA Fish Fry is
 Friday, December 6, 

NONE in January, and returns 
February 7, and continues every 

Friday during Lent starting 
February 28.



OLA School and Parish 
Welcome Bishop 
Donald Hying!
by Trevor Seivert, 
OLA School Principal

Not only was October 31st 
Halloween, but OLA 
School had the pleasure 

of welcoming Bishop Donald 
Hying for a visit!
     Bishop Hying came to OLA 
to celebrate Dia De Los Muertos 
(The Day of the Dead)! Dia De Los 
Muertos is the Spanish tradition 
that celebrates all those who have 
passed away and gone before us 
in the light of Christ.
     I had the pleasure of meeting 
Bishop Hying back in August at our 
first principal meeting for the year, 
and I was extremely impressed!
     Bishop Hying is very 
personable, passionate, funny, 
caring, energetic, outgoing, pastoral 
and service-minded.
      Back in August, Bishop Hying 
spoke with all diocese principals 
for about 30-45 minutes. Once he 
was done speaking, he opened up 
the forum for a Q&A session and 
personally asked us about our 
jobs, our joys, our struggles and 
what we would like to improve 

upon. What’s interesting, is that he 
didn’t ask this to make it appear as 
though he cared, he truly wanted 
to know us, our joys and struggles.  
One principal mentioned that 
finding qualified and adequate staff 
was a concern as in August, there 
were 30-40% of the schools which 
still had open positions. Bishop 

Hying even volunteered to come 
do recess duty!
     During the August principal’s 
meeting, Bishop was kind enough 
to celebrate Mass and eat lunch 
with us. After lunch, he personally 
went around to every person in 
attendance, introduced himself, 
chatted with us, and then began 
to clean our tables!
     It reminded me of the Gospel 
of John 13:1-17, where Jesus 
washes his disciple’s feet.

     It was inspiring to see him 
living out his message. Since then, 
I’ve heard countless stories of his 
servant-leadership model, watched 
his YouTube clips, enjoyed his 
FORMED videos, and read his 
email reflections.

     As we were preparing 
for the Bishop’s Oct. 31st 
visit, the Gathering Space 
of the church was deco-
rated with the traditional 
Dia De Los Muertos Altar! 
Students and parishioners 
were encouraged to write 
the names of a lost loved 
one. (Special thanks to 
OLA Pastoral 

Minister, Laura 
Warzecha, and the 
Carlos and Teresa Zagal  
family from OLA School 
for setting up the altar. 
Laura, Carlos and 
Teresa worked until 
9:30pm two days 
before the Bishop 
arrived.)

     Bishop Hying arrived at 8:00am, 
toured the campus and visited 
every classroom. He asked the kids 
what they were learning in religion 
class, tried to guess what their 
costumes were, and even joined in 
the Halloween Parade!
     At Mass, Bishop Hying began 
his homily explaining what a 
Bishop does along with the various 
symbols that a Bishop wears – the 
crosier (shepherd’s staff), mitre 
(vertical hat), zucchetto (skull cap), 

and pectoral cross. Then he 
explained how we should 
live in Christ. The Gospel 
was perfect as we heard 
about Jesus raising his 
friend, Lazarus, from the 
dead.
     By the end of his visit, 
you could feel a height-
ened presence of God 
during Mass and here at 
the school! Bishop Hying 
seemed to have a great 
visit, and the kids enjoyed 

his company.  Ultimately, it was a 
joyous celebration of Dia De Los 
Muertos!
     Dales, Señor, el descanso eterno. 
Y brille para él la luz perpetua.
Descanse en paz. Amén  (Eternal 
rest grant unto them, O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace. 
Amen.)  n
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Commission will occasionally 
provide informative flyers 
on issues related to: 

n  Protecting the environment
n  The challenges faced 
 by migrants and refugees
n  Human Trafficking, including  
 both sex trafficking and  
 exploitative labor practices 
n  Mass incarceration and the 
 treatment of prisoners
n  Respect for human life 
 and dignity
n  Addressing poverty and hunger  
 both locally and around 
 the world
n  Fair Housing and homelessness  
 in the Stateline area

      Each flyer will include 
information about how to contact 

Social Justice 
Commission Introduces 
Political Advocacy 
Series
by Ellen Joyce

While the Church does not 
endorse political parties 
or individual candidates, 

we are encouraged to speak out 
on issues that relate to our moral 
values and the social teaching 
of the Church. The documents of 
the Second Vatican Council and the 
teaching of the U.S. Catholic 
Bishops Conference urge Catholics 
to participate in the political life 
of the nation.  Over the coming 
months, the OLA Social Justice 
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No Thanksgiving Dinner 
This Year

There will be NO community 
meal on Thanksgiving Day 
(November 28) at OLA 

this year. The efforts of so many 
volunteers and the generous 
donations have made this a joyous 
occasion for the last few years, but 
it requires an enormous amount 
of work. A number of other 
organizations in the area have 
begun to provide a Thanksgiving 
meal, so our attendance has been 
decreasing. We will compile a list 
of those opportunities and publish 
them in the bulletin the week 
before Thanksgiving.
      We are very grateful to those 
who organized and the many 
volunteers for their work in the 
past and for all who have 
contributed to this event 
in the past.  n

Christmas Mass Times
Note new time on Christmas Day!
Tuesday, Dec. 24  5:00pm & 10:30pm
Wednesday, Dec. 25  9:00am

your state and federal 
representatives if you would like 
to express your support for policies 
that uphold Catholic Social 
Teaching on the dignity of 
human life, care for the poor and 
oppressed, and concern for the 
well-being of our common home.
      If you would like to participate 
in drafting informational flyers on 
these or other social justice issues, 
please join the Social Justice 
Commission at its regular 
meeting on the first Thursday 
of every month at 6:30pm. You 
may also contact Ellen Joyce 
(eejoyce66@gmail.com) or Laura 
Warzecha at the Administration 
Center.  n

A Piece of History
by Pat Hemenway

Christmas Memories...          
In 1963, a “live” outdoor 
Nativity scene was staged 

on Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 
by OLA parish members. In 
addition to the Holy Family and 
three Wise Men, the traditional 
Nativity setting featured a pony 
and two sheep. The manger was 
set up near the statue of our 
Blessed Mother in front of the 
church.
     On a very cold Christmas Eve 
from 10:30 PM until Midnight 

Mass began, parishioners took 
turns re-enacting the Holy Family 
and Wise Men while a doll was 
used to portray the Christ Child.  
The re-enactment continued on 
Christmas morning while Masses 
were being celebrated. Many 
families stopped to view the 
Nativity scene before and after the 
Christmas Liturgies.
     May the Holy Family continue 
to be a source of inspiration and 
abundant blessings for the families 
of OLA Parish as we strive to live 
as Disciples of Christ.  n
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Parishioners Share 
Christmas Traditions
by Pat Casucci

Just as we prepare for the birth 
of Christ during Advent, there 
are also the traditions and the 

food, the gatherings and the merry-
making that are an essential part of 
Christmas. They give us a sense of 
belonging. 
     We hold onto these traditions 
and cherish the memories because 
they add meaning to our Christmas 
celebrations. They help bond us to 
families and friends.
    We randomly asked a few 
parishioners to share their 
treasured memories or traditions. 
And what a variety! 
     Father Mike shared, Christmas 
traditions in the Resop household 
included Mom’s deep fried Polish 
Donuts Paczki. And, going to 

Midnight Mass. As well, Santa 
with his helpers brought gifts. 
But he also had a list of things 
that were ‘bad,’ that we needed to 
change. With five brothers, that list 
could be long!” 
      Rae Lynn Kahle seizes the 
opportunity to spend time with 
one of her grandchildren as they 
work together to create the 
“perfect” Crèche scene. Each year 
my“grandchildren have to take 
turns. One child gets to choose 
one of my several nativity sets. 
We build the background, and set 
the lights. It’s my one-on-one time 
with the special child. I get to share 
the story of Jesus, tell about my 
childhood, and my grandchild gets 
that extra special attention. It’s a 
special time for us. Each year they 
ask, ‘whose turn is it?’  Kahle 

started this tradition when her chil-
dren were young. 

      On Christmas Eve, Laurie and 
Dan Schreiber participate in a 
White Elephant Gift Exchange with 
about 20 family members. Laurie 
said, We were all laughing when our 
brother-in-law got a bag of costume 
jewelry as his gift.
     Memories from family vacations 
adorn the Christmas tree at the 
Trevor Seivert home. Anywhere 
we go on vacation, we buy a 
key chain and use 
it as a Christmas 
ornament. It’s a 
family tradition. 
We also do the 
same thing for 
baseball stadiums. 
Our family has a 
goal of going to all 
the Major League 
baseball stadiums, 
and every time we 
go, we get a key 
chain for the Christmas tree. 
     Many family members gather for 
soup and sandwiches along with 
ice skating on Christmas Eve at the 
Powers Lake home of Dr. Dennis 
Nosek’s mother. Jean Nosek said 
this year is special because Mrs. 
Nosek will celebrate her 100th 
birthday in February. In past years, 
Santa appeared at the gathering 
carrying a large red book. He’d 
discuss with each child their good 
and bad deeds, but always had a 
gift for them, too.  
     Laura Warzecha described her 
family’s tradition. We were allowed 
to put one piece of straw from the 
broom into Jesus’ empty manger for 

each good deed we did. And, we 
had to take one piece out for a not-
so-good deed. Cheerfully, Warzecha 
said, My mother was Austro-Hun-
garian and Dad was Ukrainian. 
I’m not sure if Mom might have 
made up this tradition herself be-
cause she was very 
creative. She loved starting 
traditions for all six of her 
children, for every holiday.
     Rita Bonds remembers, As 
children, we placed our Christmas 
stocking on our dinner plate. We 
made sure we had plenty of cookies 
and milk for Santa. In the 
morning the cookies were gone and 
the presents were there to open. We 
continued this tradition with our 
children. We also baked magic 
meringue cookies. We’d mix the 

cookie dough after attending a 
Christmas Eve Mass, place them 
in the oven to rise, and not check 
them until the next morning when 
they were part of our breakfast.               
     Dave Bonds said Christmas 
Eve and Mass were spent with his 
grandparents in Joliet, IL. 
We carried on this tradition by 
spending the evening with my 
parents in Beloit. Cold beef tongue 
was one of the key items on the 
menu but the most important was 
the Slovenian pastry, Potica, a 

nut-filled tasty treat that is a 
labor intensive baking project,

 – Continued on Page 6
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Adult Lectio
by Marianne Giovingo
Director of Faith Formation

To continue to give 
opportunities for the 
parish to grow deeper 

in their relationship with God, 
we wanted to offer a time during 
Advent to let God speak directly 
to us through His Word. Tuesdays 
during the Advent Season, we will 
meet in Assumption Hall to pray 
both with Scripture and the Divine 
Office (a collection of the Book 
of Psalms separated in a 4 week 
cycle).  
     Two sessions will be offered 
each week to hopefully include as 
many people as possible, but they 

are the same session, so you only 
need to attend one. The time of 
the first session will be from 8:45 
– 9:45am. The time for the second 
session will be 5:30 – 6:30pm. The 
dates we are meeting are as 
follow:  November 26th, 
December 3rd, December 10th, 
and December 17th. Please note 
that on December 10th, we will 
only meet for the morning session 
to encourage the parish to attend 
the OLA School Christmas 
Program taking place at 6:00pm 
that evening.
     At each session, we will pray 
with the readings for the upcoming 
Sunday of Advent and break open 
the various characters and themes 

we will encounter along the way.  
A tradition of the Church that 
priests and religious pray regularly 
but all laity are encouraged to pray 
when able, is called the Divine 
Office. Together, we will pray 
Morning Prayer/Evening Prayer 
respectively.  
     I invite and encourage you to 
come, especially if this is not the 
usual way you pray or encounter 
God. Our God is a God who works 
mysteriously, and He longs 
to speak to your heart. May this 
Advent be the time that you hear 
Him speak in His Word and 
respond to His patient love. I’ll be 
praying for you!   n

Christmas Traditions 
Continued from Page 5

said Dave. Though the beef tongue 
has fallen out of favor, it wouldn’t 
be Christmas without the Potica, 
he added.  
     Family members come 
from Ohio and other states to the 
Carolyn Dylak and Tony Potocnik 
home to celebrate Christmas and 
Tony’s birthday which is December 
23. We always have all the family 
here, Potocnik happily added.
      A Danish tradition, making 
Krumkake, is important in the 
Jeanne and Jeff Berner home. 

Jeff makes these delicate cookies. 
They’re so good, but a challenge 
to make, said Jeanne Berner. 
      Every Christmas Eve the 
Gracyalny family would ride 
around town to view Christmas 
decorations. On arriving home 
they always “just missed” Santa 

who had visited, leaving presents 
for everyone.
     In the Cheryl & David McKee 
home, Christmas Eve features 
turkey noodle soup and oyster 
stew. We always have Farina Torte 
Salad; it’s my Grandma’s recipe, 
said Cheryl McKee, adding that 
baking cutout sugar cookies with 
her daughter, Ann, is also a 
Christmas tradition.
     Living on Door County’s 
Washington Island, Ann Schroeder 
said her childhood memories 
of Christmas Eve included a 
traditional turkey dinner when the 
family gathered at her aunt’s home. 
Every year we invited an 
African-American couple who lived 
on the island and managed a cherry 
farm. They were the only people of 
African-American 
descent living there. They were part 
of our own family, she said. 
     With his humor and a smile 
on his face, John Schroeder still 
remembers one unhappy 
Christmas Eve. At the family farm 
near Phelps, WI, he raised ducks 
for his 4-H project. Christmas Eve 
was a major meal, a big deal for 
us. We had a turkey and all the 
trimmings, and celebrated with 
both sets of my grandparents and 

friends. One year my grandfather 
decided we’d have duck. I was so 
unhappy. They were my ducks, 
he regretfully said. He added, 
I had a vegetarian Christmas Eve 
that year. 
     Marianne Giovingo, new 
Faith Formation Director, said, 
Gathering in the kitchen is a rich 
part of the Christmas season for 
all families. It’s an important 
tradition for me that must 
continue. Two main foods we make 
are Briolata, a sausage bread, and 

homemade ravioli with tomato 
sauce. I have wonderful memories 
of gathering with my Nona, and 
cousins as we listen to music, have
fun, and tell stories. We bring 
different ornaments and tell the 
story about them. We relive 
memories.    
     May the peace and beauty of 
Christmas remain in your hearts all 
through the coming year.   n
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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
As the new liturgical year begins, Christians are invited, once again, to examine their lives and reflect on how they might become more and more 

Christ-like and selfless. This presents a great challenge in our somewhat narcissistic society that encourages us to take care of ourselves first. The Gospel 
challenges us to reach out to others to be Christ to the World.  – From 2020 Sourcebook for Sundays, Seasons and Weekdays

 
 Tuesday, November 26 Advent Adult Lectio 8:45-9:45am or 5:30-6:30pm in Assumption Hall
 Sunday, December 1 First Sunday of Advent – Masses at 8:00 & 10:30am 
  RCIA Rite of Acceptance and Welcome at 10:30 Mass
 Tuesday, December 3 Advent Adult Lectio 8:45-9:45am or 5:30-6:30pm in Assumption Hall
 Wednesday, December 4 Adoration 9:00-11:00am in the chapel
 Friday, December 6 Fish Fry 5:00-7:00pm in Assumption Hall
 Saturday, December 7   Private Reconciliation at 9:00am
  Children’s Christmas Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:00pm in the church
  5:00pm Mass (2nd Sunday of Advent)  
 Sunday, December 8 Second Sunday of Advent – Masses at 8:00 & 10:30am
  ADVENT-ure Sunday 1:00-4:00pm in Assumption Hall 
 Monday, December 9 Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (transferred from Sunday)  
  Not a Holy Day of Obligation.  Mass at 8:00am at St. Stephen’s in Clinton.
 Tuesday, December 10 Advent Adult Lectio 8:45-9:45am in Assumption Hall 
  OLA School Music and Band Christmas Program  1:00pm & 6:00pm in the Gym
 Wednesday, December 11 Adoration 5:00-7:00pm in the chapel
 Thursday, December 12 Cluster Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass with our Hispanic Community at OLA 
  5:00pm Songs with Mariachis to Our Lady of Guadalupe  
  6:00pm Mass    Reception following in Assumption Hall 
 Saturday, December 14 First Reconciliation retreat 9:00am beginning in Assumption Hall.
  First Reconciliation and Cluster Communal Reconciliation 11:00am at OLa 
  Children’s Christmas Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:00pm in the church
  5:00pm Mass  Hospitality after Mass.
 Sunday, December 15 Third Sunday of Advent – Masses at 8:00 & 10:30am
  Hospitality after both Masses.
  Giving Tree gifts due!
 Tuesday, December 17 Advent Adult Lectio 8:45-9:45am or 5:30-6:30pm in Assumption Hall 
  Private Reconciliation 4:00-4:45pm
 Wednesday, December 18 Child Care/Early Childhood Baby Jesus Birthday Party  10:15am Assumption Hall
  Cluster Communal Penance Service 6:30pm St. Stephen’s 
 Saturday, December 21   Private Reconciliation 9:00am
  Children’s Christmas Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:00pm in the church
  5:00pm Mass
 Sunday, December 22  Fourth Sunday of Advent – Masses at 8:00 & 10:30am
  Decorate for Christmas following 10:30am Mass
 Monday, December 23 Christmas Pageant rehearsal with Children’s Choir 6:30-7:45pm in the church.
 Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve Children’s Mass with pageant at 5:00pm (Carols at 4:30pm)
  Christmas Mass at 10:30pm (Carols at 10:00pm)
 Wednesday, December 25  Christmas Mass 9:00am  NOTE NEW MASS TIME! 
 Sunday, December 29 Feast of the Holy Family – Regular weekend Mass schedule
 Wednesday, January 1  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God – Holy Day of Obligation – Mass at 9:00am 
 Friday, January 3 NO FISH FRY!
 Sunday, January 5  Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord – Regular weekend Mass schedule
  Blood Pressure Screening
 Sunday, January 12 Feast of the Baptism of the Lord – Regular weekend Mass schedule
  National Migration Week 
  Hospitality after all the Masses.
  Take down Christmas decorations following 10:30am Mass.



Baptisms “You Are God’s Work of Art”

Reagan Joseph Eggers (Brandon & Michele)
Gabriele Freya Kritz (Jerad & Quilina)
Lila Rayne Skinner (Jerad & Quilina)
Sam Francis Jacobs (Mike & Cathryn)
Reid Warren Bond (Bradley & Anita)
Daniela Hernandez (David & Silvia)

Deaths   “I Have Called You Each by Name”

Rosemarie A. Moriarty  (8-31-2019)
George Skupien  (9-3-2019)
Irene R. Roethler  (9-5-2019)
Ione S. Clark  (9-25-2019)
Genneth D. Gearhart, Sr.  (10-5-2019)
Robert “Rob” C. Olsen  (10-14-2019)
John G. Buchko  (10-15-2019)
Michael L. Meyers  (10-19-2019)
William D. Neufeld  (11-1-2019)
Barbara J. Klobucar  (11-1-2019)
Ferd L. Klobucar  (11-4-2019)

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically. 8

Consider Some Year-end 
Investment Tax Moves 

Before 2019 winds down, you 
may want to consider some 
investment moves that could 

help when you file your taxes next 
year.
      For starters, you might add 
to your 401(k), if your employer 
permits it. The more pre-tax dollars 
you put in, the lower your taxable 
income. Also, consider putting 
more money into your IRA. With a 
traditional IRA, your contributions 
may be fully deductible, depending 
on your income.

       If you own investments 
that have lost value since you 
purchased them, selling them 
would generate capital losses that 
could be used to offset capital 
gains. Further, if you have more 
losses than gains, you can use up 
to $3,000 of your losses to offset 
ordinary income.
       If you itemize on your taxes, 
think about making a gift to the 
parish. If you donate investments 
that have gained value since you 
purchased them, you will generally 
be able to deduct the fair market 
value of the investment, and you 
can avoid paying capital gains 

taxes on the appreciation.
      For those over 70 who are 
required to take distributions from 
your IRA, consider making a Qual-
ified Charitable Distribution - a 
direct payment from your IRA 
to OLA. This could help lower 
your taxable income whether you 
itemize deductions or not.
      See your tax advisor and 
financial professional before 
making any of these moves. But if 
they make sense for you, put them 
to work – they could pay off when 
next April’s tax deadline rolls 
around.  n

Meet Jeanie Schoenenberger
OLA School Counselor

OLA School is pleased 
to welcome a new 
Counselor, Jeanie 

Schoenenberger.
      Jeannie received her 
bachelors and masters degrees 
from the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison, and 
worked as a School Counselor 
at Beloit Memorial High School 
from 1984-2016.
      Since 2016, Jeanie has been a 
long-term substitute at 
Beloit Memorial, Robinson 
Elementary School and Fruzen, 

McNeel and 
Cunningham 
Intermediate 
Schools.
      She is also 
a member 
of the merged 
parishes of 
St. Patrick’s 
Catholic 

Church, Albany/St. Francis of 
Assisi, Belleville.
      An active participant in her 
community, she is a member of 
the Albany Lion’s Club, Albany 
Alumni Association, Wisconsin 
Alumni Association, and acts 
as treasurer for the Albany FFA 

Alumni Association. She is also 
the treasurer of Calvary Croak 
Cemetery in Magnolia 
Township.
      Jeanie is mother of one 
son who attends Palmer 
Chiropractic College in 
Davenport, Iowa.
      She has two sisters and two 
brothers who all live in the 
Green County area.
      Jeanie is 100 percent Irish 
and on weekends you can find 
her working as a hostess at the 
Edgewater Hotel’s Statehouse 
Restaurant in the Edgewater 
Hotel, Madison.  n


