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New Youth Minister – 
Mary Kate Van Wagner
by Pat Casucci

Mary Kate Van Wagner, OLA’s new Coordina-
tor of Youth Ministry, brings her experience, 
vivacious energy and a genuine dedication 

to happily share the joy of her Catholic faith. 
     With her beaming smile and positive outlook 
on life, Mary Kate looks forward to meeting the 
young people in our parish, 
especially the freshmen and 
sophomore students preparing 
for Confirmation.
     She emphasized, I’m 
committed to building strong 
relationships and trust with our 
youth. It’s very important to me 
that the kids trust me, that they 
know I care about them.  
      She also encourages families. Because families 
are the primary educators of their children, I’m 
passionate that our parish families become more 
involved in their kids’ formation. 
     Mary Kate has a strong background working 
with young people.           
     She grew up in Madison, the youngest of four 
children. She has two older sisters and a brother. She 
attended Catholic grade and high school.
     Mary Kate earned her Bachelor of Arts degree with 
a double major in Catholic Studies and Family Studies 
from the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, MN.
      She said, I love my faith and wanted to learn 
more about it so that I could explain and defend it. 
My hope is to help families be rooted in their faith.  
     She credits her brother, Bill Van Wagner, as be-
ing a big part, a huge influence on her faith life. She 
proudly stated that her brother is presently studying 
at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit, MI, and 

will be ordained as a priest in the Madison Diocese 
next year.
     Along with her siblings, Mary Kate attended Camp 
Gray, a Diocesan summer camp and retreat center. 
She praised the counselors there. They love their faith 
and that’s where I really became excited about my 
faith, as did my brother Bill, and I was also part 
of mission and service groups through my parish.     
 Subsequently, Mary Kate worked at Camp Gray 
for three summers and then worked there one year 
in the missionary program. I learned so much 
leading retreats. I also learned team-building. We 
worked with many high school students from our 
Diocese. I learned so much from their perspectives 
and their questions about the Catholic faith.
     In her enthusiastic manner, Mary Kate smiled and 
shared, I realized in order to give myself to the 
(retreat) kids with joy, love and energy, I first needed 
to be filled up with Christ’s joy and grace.        
     She noted another positive result from her Camp 
Gray work. I learned how to have a consistent prayer 
life. I pray every day, she said. 
     Another activity helped influence Mary Kate’s 
career decision. For three summers, she worked as a 
core team member for Love Begins Here mission trips.
     The relationship I built with high school students 
through Love Begins Here, as well as my other 
experiences, made me want to be a Youth Minister, 
she said.
     Stating he’s very happy that Mary Kate is on staff, 
our Pastor, Father Mike, said, Youth Ministry is so 
essential to a vibrant faith community like OLA. 
An energetic young adult like Mary Kate, I feel, 
will relate well to the youth as she shares her faith 
and teaches the Catholic faith through word and 
example.                                      

 – Continued on Page 2

1
Year End Financial Statement Enclosed



Mary Kate
Continued from Page 1

     Mary Kate mentioned her 
concern that sometimes there is a 
negativity or apathy among young 
people. There are times what we 
teach at church is not reinforced 
at home. Also, excessive use of cell 
phones can be a problem. I feel 
kids don’t really know their self 
worth. They have a fear of not 
being worthy or of failings. This 
pain can lead to indifference. 
     She continued, After 
Confirmation, kids may know the 
facts, but don’t have a relationship 
with Jesus. They need to know in 
their hearts that Jesus loves them 
– no matter what.    
     Speaking sincerely, she 
promised, I’m committed 
to getting to know our OLA kids. 
I want to be at the things they’re 
interested in – like going to games 
or shows. I want to be on their 
turf, so to speak. And I want our 

young people to have a strong 
knowledge of their faith.
    She added, And, I’m good 
at answering questions.  
     As she settles into her work 
at OLA, Mary Kate shared a 
couple future plans that she’d like 
to develop. In the parish Middle 
School I’d like to help build 
bridges between the Parish and 
school so the children want to be 
part of the Parish after they 
graduate, she said.  
     Another plan involves 
establishing optional ministries 
for junior and senior high students. 
It would be a post Confirmation 
ministry where we would dive 
deeper into our faith. It would 
involve fun, food, games,
whatever works as an incentive. 
Perhaps recruit parish adults 
in small groups, she said.    
     Mary Kate not only loves 
to talk, interjecting while smiling, 

I’m the daughter of a lawyer. But 
she also spoke up, I love giving 
talks. I hope to do more public 
speaking. She’s pleased to be 
doing a presentation at the Parish 
Mission this fall.
     She likes to write about topics 
concerning faith. She mentions 
walking, hiking and listening 
to music as favorite activities. 
I love to eat and I’m a huge UW-
Madison Badgers fan. I enjoy 
going to their games, she said.   
     When asked why our parish 
appeals to her, Mary Kate had a 
happy, quick answer. I’m 
impressed with the OLA staff, as 
well as the community of people 
here. I sense that OLA is a kind, 
caring parish. It’s wonderful 
at Masses when people come 
to welcome me.
     Expressing Christ’s joy, Mary 
Kate concluded, I’m excited to be 
at OLA and for the opportunity to 
serve the parish youth.  ■
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

Great News to 
Announce: OLA Parish Is 
Having a Parish Mission 
in November!

For the past 2 years, as a parish 
community we have been 
discussing Maintenance to 

Mission; we continue the journey 
and process with a Parish Mission. 
The purpose of a Parish Mission is 
to gather the community to gain 
further insight into a faith- filled 
life. It is a time for God’s grace 
to transform and re-evangelize 
people’s lives. It will be four 
evenings of presentations and 

fellowship to encounter Jesus Christ 
and deepen our understanding 
of what it means to be his faithful 
disciples. 
       Please mark your calendars 
and come and be filled with the 
goodness of the Lord!  ■

See you at the Parish Mission!
Fr. Mike

OLA Parish Mission 
November 11-14
■ All sessions/Mass begin 
at 7:00PM in the church and will 
last approximately 1 to 1-1⁄2 hours 
including a Q&A period.

■ There will be fellowship each 
night after the sessions/Mass.

■ We hope you can attend each 
night, but come as you are able! 

■ Sunday, November 11: 
Fr. Bart Timmerman, Pastor 
St. Thomas Aquinas, Madison 
Foundations of Evangelization

■ Monday, November 12: 
Mary Kate Van Wagner, Youth & 
Young Adult Minister, OLA
Kerygma - “To Cry or Proclaim 
as a Herald” 

■ Tuesday, November 13: 
Kristin Bird, Executive Director 
from Burning Hearts Disciples 
Ministry, Oshkosh  
Story - “What Is Your Story? 
That Story Is a Fantastic Tool 
in Our World.”

■ Wednesday, November 14: 
Fr. Gary Krahenbuhl, 
Former Pastor of OLA
Mass – “The Parish’s Role 
in Discipleship.”



School News 
by Trevor Seivert, Principal

New Staff Members:
Over the summer, we hired 
several new staff members. 

We have a new secretary, music 
teacher, 4th grade teacher, middle 
school Math/Science teacher and 
two new Extended Care members.
Welcome to the following 
staff members:

Mrs. Jackie Doyle, 
Music: Mrs. Doyle 
comes to OLA 
having taught 
in Catholic schools 
for the past 28 years. 
Mrs. Doyle formerly 

worked at St. Bernadette’s, which 
closed this past year. Mrs. Doyle 
will be teaching at OLA on M-T-W. 
Due to Mrs. Doyle’s M-W schedule, 
we will have all-school Masses on 
Wednesday’s this year (except for a 
few times where we have to move it 
due to Holy Days or other 
scheduling considerations). Mrs. 
Doyle also works for St. Peter’s 
in South Beloit on Thursday’s.  
Welcome Mrs. Doyle!

Mrs. Nicole Boylan, 
Secretary: Mrs. 
Boylan comes to OLA 
having worked 
at Lowe’s Mill Work 
Distribution Center 
for 14 years. At the 

Distribution Center, Mrs. Boylan 
worked on logistics and ordering 
materials for the local Lowe’s 
stores. She worked in a fast paced
environment making sure orders 
were met and stores had their 
required materials and supplies.  
Welcome Mrs. Boylan!

Mr. Brent Baxter, 
4th Grade: OLA is 
pleased to 
welcome Mr. Baxter 
to 4th grade. Mr. 
Baxter worked in 
the Rockford Public 

School district for many years in the 
1st-5th grade levels. Mr. Baxter won 
Teacher of the Year for Rockford 
Public Schools in 2012. He retired 
from the public schools two years 
ago to spend time with his family. 
This past year, his son graduated 
high school and is attending college 

at which time Mr. Baxter decided to 
return to teaching. 
Welcome Mr. Baxter!

Mr. John Berner, 
Middle School Math/
Science: Mr. Berner is 
the son of OLA parish 
secretary, Jeanne 
Berner. John taught 
in Alaska for 8 years, 

returning to Wisconsin last year and 
was a sub in the Beloit district. John 
is an OLA alumni and remembers 
being in Mrs. Twardowski’s class 
when he attended OLA. John has a 
strong technology and math 
background. Because of this, I’ve 
asked him to continue Code Club. 
However, at this point, because he is 
new to this position, I would like him 
to get comfortable with that before 
resuming Code Club activities.  
Welcome Mr. Berner!

Mrs. Allie Pavlik and Mrs.        
Suanna Douglas, Extended Care 
PM Staff: Mrs. Douglas has three 
children; one who graduated OLA 
two years ago and two that still 
attend OLA. Mrs. Douglas has 
helped us out in the kitchen for 
the past several years and also as a 
substitute teacher. Mrs. Pavlik is PK 
teacher Mrs. Sheridan’s daughter-
in-law. Mrs. Pavlik’s husband painted 
the Child Care Center and PK class-
room last year and finished his work 
this summer. Mrs. Douglas and 
Mrs. Pavlik will switch off days and 
work with Mrs. Lounsbury in the 
afternoons.
 
Familiar Faces in New Places:
This year, OLA also switched around 
a few staff members and several 
have taken on new positions.
Mrs. Kim Sheridan will be teaching 
PK3s and PK4s, but in the afternoons 
on Tues & Thurs, she will be 
teaching Spanish to students K-8.
Mrs. Vickie Letcher is transitioning 
from the full time secretary position, 
which she held for over 25 years, 
to a part-time book keeper.   
Mrs. Anna Hulburt will be 
the 8th grade homeroom teacher. 
Mrs. Hulburt will continue to teach 
Language Arts and Literature to the 
middle school students.

Self Study Accreditation, 
Visiting Team:
As you may recall from last year, OLA 
started our reaccreditation process, 
which is required every seven years.  
Last year, OLA conducted Part One 
of the Accreditation Process called 
the Self-Study. The Self-Study 
requires each school to look 
internally at what we do and 
report on four Domains: Mission 
& Identity, Governance & 
Leadership, Academic Excellence 
and Operational Vitality. 
Each Domain then has a series 
of subcategories/benchmarks. Last 
year, our school staff and Self-Study 
Committee collected information 
for each of these Domains and 
subcategories and compiled them 
into a report. Part Two of the 
Accreditation Process requires each 
school to host a Visiting Team. The 
Visiting Team comes to the school 
and verifies our findings. This year, 
the Visiting Team comes to OLA 
from October 23-25. The Visiting 
Team spends three days reviewing 
our Self-Study. OLA is responsible 
for hosting the Visiting Team and 
providing food, lodging and access 
to write their reports. During their 
stay, they will review our reports, 
documentation and artifacts along 
with meeting/interviewing myself, 
Fr. Mike, Finance Council, 
Education Commission, teachers, 
other faculty members, parish staff 
and any other groups or individuals 
that work with the school.  When 
this is completed, they submit their 
findings and recommendation to the 
WI State Accrediting agency. Finally, 
near the end of the school year/
summer, Part Three requires OLA 
to write goals for the next seven 
years based on the findings of the 
Visiting Team and Self-Study report.

We are proud of the well-rounded 
Catholic education provided by our 
school and I am always happy 
to answer any questions you may 
have about the school or about 
enrolling your child, grandchild 
or friend. tseivert@olaschool.ws 
– 608-365-4014.  ■
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Who Are Your Five?
by Mary Kate Van Wagner, 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry & 
Rob Olsen, Director of Faith Formation

Recently while watching the 
induction ceremonies for 
both the Baseball and Foot-

ball Hall of Fame it was striking 
that the honorees’ speeches were 
not so much about their success 
or talent on the playing field. 
Player after player gave emotional 
thanks to people in their lives who 
made a critical difference standing 
by them, supporting, teaching,  
coaching, providing structure and 
discipline, and more often in ways 
that were far removed from their 
sports talents. But that shouldn’t 
come as a surprise.

In fact scientists, sociologists, 
and self-help gurus alike have all 
tried to answer the question: What 
are the factors that lead to success 
in any endeavor. For parents, the 
question sounds more like, what 
factors present in childhood will 
make their kid a successful adult? 
A successful adult being defined as 
staying out of trouble, has a good 
job, maintains healthy friendships 
and relationships, growing into 
creative, compassionate, happy 
people. All the research points 
to the specific factor of the people 
in their lives. Specifically five 
people! The defining characteristic 
of a successful person is this: the 
presence of at least five committed, 
caring adults in young people’s 
lives. It might be a worthy exercise 
to think about who are your five?  
But even better than that are you 
among those five for someone 
else? 

With confidence, we can also 
say that it is often a person 
committed to faith that fills one 
of those five spaces. That person is 
someone genuinely willing 
to listen, care, challenge, teach, 
mentor, and share some of their 
vulnerabilities and their success 
with another. We need such people 
in our FF programs: Catechists who 

never been part of a faith tradition 
or are part of a different faith. 
It is also for baptized Catholic 
adults who never received First 
Eucharist or Confirmation. People 
can inquire without pressure; 
our only goal is to simply 
accompany you on your faith 
journey. Come and See sessions 
are being formed. Contact Rob 
in the FF office. 

■ If you haven’t already logged 
in to the FORMED online Catholic 
resource, you will be astounded 
at what is available. Think of it 
as Netflix for Catholics. There 
are reflection materials, full length 
movies, books and audio, 
ongoing education for every age 
and a lot also in Spanish. We use 
the weekly Opening the Word 
for our staff prayer and reflection.  
There is also an app for mobile 
devices. It is free for you 
with our parish subscription. Go 
to www.olabeloit.formed.org  
and enrich your faith!

■ Also on the website, once classes 
begin, will be our weekly Parent & 
Catechist FF newsletter for all the 
parish to find out more of the 
happenings in FF. In addition, 
our weekly Children’s Bulletin 
for the younger kids which we 
use for Liturgy of the Word for 
Children (LWC) and also in our 
Child Care, will soon be a new 
added to our website. 

For all of our programs we need 
your support, input, ideas, and 
suggestions for improvements. 
We also need your help as 
catechists, office monitors, small 
group leaders, or substitutes. Talk 
to Rob or Mary Kate for details!  ■

Join the Choir!
Rehearsal Wednesday nights 
7:00-8:30PM in the church.

Contact Randy: 608-362-9066 
or randyg@olabeloit.com 

will commit for about 25 weeks 
a year to share their faith. For the 
High School and Confirmation 
programs, we need adults who 
will be leaders of small discussion 
groups on our Sunday afternoon 
classes that meet after the 10:30 
Mass until 1:15. We also need 
those who may not be able 
to commit to the full schedule 
but who might be part of a team 
or a substitute when called upon. 
Remember, that when Jesus chose 
his apostles, it was the fishermen 
and ordinary folks who were called.  
You do not have to be experts.  
The job of the FF office is to 
provide the resources, training, and 
support for you to perhaps be one 
of those five. Think of the quiet 
knowledge within your own 
soul that you sought to be a 
significant part of young people’s 
lives. Prayerfully consider the 
privilege to serve God and our 
young people in a world so 
in need of authentic witnesses to 
the truth and values of the Gospel. 
For more information contact Rob 
Olsen or Mary Kate Van Wagner 
in the FF office.  608-362-1231  
robo@olabeloit.com  or  
marykatev@olabeloit.com  
   
Faith Formation Happenings

■ Faith Formation sessions for all 
grades are registering grades 1-8 
begin Wednesday, September 12 
at 6:15PM. Confirmation and High 
School programs begin Sunday, 
September 16 at 11:30AM right 
after Mass. Forms, calendars, and 
info is on the parish website. 
Contact the FF office if you need 
more information. Please pass the 
word to those you might know 
who may need this. It is not too 
late to sign up. 

■ RCIA, the (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) is the process 
by which adults become members 
of the Catholic faith who have 
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Journeys of Faith
by Laura Warzecha,
Director of Pastoral Ministries

About a year ago, one of our 
93-year-old parishioners had 
to leave her apartment and 

move to an assisted living facility 
here in Beloit. She was not there 
long, when she had her piano 
donated to the living room of the 
facility and played beautifully every 
day for them. Not long after this, 
she found a mentally alert 106-
year-old fellow-Catholic resident 
who did not belong to any church 
in this area, made sure she received 
the requested Sacraments from 
Father Mike, and began bringing 
Communion to this woman every 
Sunday after Mass for the next 
several months. She attended Mass 
because she received rides from a 
faithful parishioner who happens 
to be in her 80s.

In sum, a woman in her 80s 
drives a woman in her 90s to 
minister pastorally to a woman well 
into her 100s every single week! 
The story continues. We lost this 
dear parishioner recently, who, 

in the past and no one has called 
you, please try again! 

We are currently forming a new 
database of volunteers for these 
ministries to make it easier to get 
the word out when a need arises.

When we honestly ask which 
persons in our lives mean the most 
to us, we often find that it is those 
who, instead of giving much 
advice, solutions, or cures, have 
chosen rather to share our pain 
and touch our wounds with a 
gentle and tender hand. A friend 
who can be silent with us in a 
moment of despair or confusion, 
who can stay with us in an hour 
of grief and bereavement, who 
can tolerate not-knowing, not-cur-
ing, not-healing and face with us 
the reality of our powerlessness...
makes it clear that whatever 
happens in the external world, 
being present to each other is what 
really matters.   –H. Nouwen

Contact Laura Warzecha 
at lauraw@OLAbeloit.com, 
608-362-9066, drop your contact 
info in the collection basket to my 
attention, or check Pastoral 
Ministry during the parish Time 
and Talent Sign-up in October.  ■ 

by the way, played the piano
skillfully up until two weeks before 
her peaceful death and her faithful 
friend and Mass companion 
continues to bring Communion 
every Sunday to the now 107 
year old.  

Can you find an hour, or less, 
once a month, or less, to make a 
world of difference to a shut-in? 
Would you be willing to give a ride 
to someone who doesn’t have a 
car or who can’t drive to Mass? 
Can you sit with a homebound 
parishioner while their family 
member gets a sanity-break or 
simply runs to the store? Can you 
join in a lovely circle of residents 
in wheel chairs as we pray the 
rosary? Or sing hymns with our 
memory care folks and watch them 
come alive? Would you be willing 
to get a little training to facilitate a 
grief support group?    

The need for these ministries, 
and they are ministries, is grow-
ing! And our ever-growing elderly 
volunteers need help. And believe 
me, God will not be outdone in 
generosity; you will receive much, 
much more than you give.

If you have tried to volunteer 

Summer Fun at OLA
Child Care Center!
by Rachel Shepherd,
Child Care Director
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In light of the Pennsylvania grand 
jury report on sexual abuse in the 
Catholic Church and all that has 
happened since that time, 
we offer the following prayer 
for healing and hope:

O God of consolation,
we come to you reeling 
from the latest revelation

of our human, broken church.

Priests, bishops, and other leaders
to whom we entrusted our souls
and the lives of our children
have failed us in their most 
essential duties.

We are beyond hurt; 
we are devastated;
we are heartbroken; 
we are angry.

We know that every corner 
of our church
has somehow been stained 
by these sins.

Hear our anguished cries today, 
O Lord,
as we weep for our church.
We need you now more than ever. 

Help us feel your presence 
in these difficult days.
Make your justice known 
among us,
that these grievous wrongs 
may be addressed.

Help us to have hope 
in your steadfast love,
and lead us one day to the healing
that we so desperately crave.

We ask this in the name 
of the One who suffered 
on the cross for the sins of all,
your Son, Jesus Christ,
who is Lord for ever and ever.
Amen.

© J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Has anything changed?

Over the course of time, there are changes made to parishioners’ information 
which are not updated in our database. In an effort to improve the accuracy 
of our information we ask that, if any of the following have taken place in the last 
5 years and you have not informed the parish, please email the information 
to jeanneb@olabeloit.com, mail the form to the Adm. Center or drop it in the 
collection. Thank you for your assistance in keeping our records up to date.
■ Moving out of the area, change of address, email or phone (land line or cell),   
 change in parish membership
■ Independent adult children should register separately if living in the area 
 (registration can be completed online at www.olabeloit.com)
■ Separation or divorce, marriage if not at OLA, death if the funeral does not   
 take place at OLA

Name:
Address:      
City       State  Zip
Phone: Home     Cell
Email 1     
Email 2 (I want info at another email)
Would you like to receive communication
from the parish via email when possible?  Yes     No 



Baptisms “You Are God’s Work of Art”

Jacob Michael Ambrosini (Amber)
Avery Marie Lynn Mengel (Troy & Tiffanie)
Beckham Robert Bennie (Joseph & Maiya)
Evelyn Pauline Krull (James & Erin)
Maritere Perez (Diego & Gladys)
Yaritza Inari Salgado (Diego & Gladys)
Cora Rose Clayton (Seth & Erin)
Gino Peter Gabriele (Peter & Anji)
Joseph Anthony Gabriele (Peter & Anji)
Giovanni Neymar Melendez Mendoza 
(Juan Carlos & Martha)
Mileynie Janney Melendez Mendoza 
(Juan Carlos & Martha)
Mary Rose Naatz (Ryan & Ashley)

Deaths   “I Have Called You Each by Name”

Ivan J. Makovec (5-23-2018)
Lucio Holguin Casas (6-6-2018)
Jo Ann Gunderman (6-9-2018)
Shawne M. Reid (6-23-2018)
DeLos J. Hammett (7-1-2018)
Lois A. Lenz (7-28-2018)
Kenneth L. Cornford (8-2-2018)
David Jesus Lopez (8-10-2018)
Leota S. McQuaid (8-15-2018)
Nancy Hayes (8-18-2018)

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.
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Your Pastoral Council
by Randy Gracyalny

Here are the members of the 
OLA Parish Council/Parish 
Trustees. Please email them 

with any praises or concerns you 
may have regarding the parish. 
If you would like to call them, 
please call the parish office and 
we will provide you with a phone 
number. This summer we 
welcomed 3 new council members 
who have an * by their names 
as well as new trustees who are 
“officers” of the parish for legal 
purposes.

*George Riesselmann:  
george.riesselmann@altramotion.
com
Trustees
Merla Bussan:  
mbussan2@charter.net
Kathy Schmidt:  
buddogbel@gmail.com

We would also like to thank our 
outgoing members: Rachel Braun, 
Rosamaria Laursen and Debbie 
McCann for their service on the 
Council as well as Sandy Blevins 
and Florian Guski for serving as 
trustees for many years.  ■

John Breiten: 
jdbreiten1@msn.com  
Deb Burns:  
burnsdeb69@gmail.com  
*Casey Christofferson: 
nac42057@cs.com  
*Nicole Ferrera: 
nfromz@charter.net
Gayle Hotchkiss:  
hotchkissrick@charter.net  
Amy Jacobson: 
ajacobson@tcubeloit.com
Tim Kriegler:  
tkriegler@sbcglobal.net
Charity Mulenga:  
cmmkalo@yahoo.com

Memory Garden

On our Parish Feast Day, 
August 15, Fr. Mike blessed 
the new bricks, water wall, 

refinished cross and flower pots 
in the Memory Garden. Thank you 
to all who assisted in this project 
and help make it a very inviting 
space for gathering and quiet 
contemplation. 



Dear Parishioner,

Enclosed is the Our Lady of Assumption Parish annual financial report to all parish members.  
The Finance Council wishes to thank our parishioners for their generous support of time, 
talent, and treasure. Your ongoing support continues to make OLA a wonderful parish in a 
variety of ways.
 Our goal with this letter and report is to provide you with a clear view of the Parish 
financial condition as of June 30, 2018. The report (on back of this letter) lists the past four 
years’ actual results along with the 2018-2019 fiscal year budget. The Finance Council has 
stated it is committed to maintaining zero deficit budgets for the long-term health of the 
Parish and is pleased to present a balanced budget for 2018-2019 fiscal year (July 1, 2018 to 
June 30, 2019).
 Our 2019 year’s budget has an increase of $6,251 or .4% in total expenses from the 
actual amount spent for 2018 fiscal year. It is important to point out that the total expense of 
$1,770,159 in the current budget has $88,200 funds to be spent on maintenance and capi-
tal items. After several years of operational deficits, we are now playing catch up on many 
needed maintenance projects. An additional $73,956 over the budgeted amount was spent 
in 2017-2018 on overdue projects. More details about our capital projects will be 
provided in the near future.
 Our main source of operating income is derived from the offertory envelopes and loose 
collection that we receive at weekend masses. This year we are projecting a 2.7% increase in 
giving. This projection is based on an increased participation in On-Line Giving, and an im-
proved response for our annual stewardship pledge program. This also was the second suc-
cessful year of the Annual School Fund raising a total of $28,212.  
 Our investment portfolio saw gains from the prior year with the total restricted funds 
increasing $58,360 that is net of the $45,467 budgeted distributions. The Parish current 
financial reserves remain strong and the projected operational budget for the third straight 
year will have no deficit.
 
Key Points moving forward:
■ Balanced budget is expected for the current fiscal year ending June 2019.
■ Stewardship Campaign continuing to yield positive results.
■ The School Development Committee continuing to work towards increasing school 
enrollment and increasing funds raised with the Annual School Fund.
■ A long-range capital improvement plan is being evaluated for the larger maintenance proj-
ects over the next 5 years 

 The OLA Finance Council hopes that this report format gives you a clear 
understanding of the parish’s financial condition and stability.

 We thank you for your support and welcome your input.

Rev. Michael A. Resop
OLA Finance Council
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