
becoming a Registered Play Therapist and Licensed
Clinical Social Worker.

When she is not working, she enjoys camping, 
hiking, and spending time with her husband and 
three children.

Having a counselor is very important for students 
as they grow and are faced with new challenges 
every day. n

M A R C H 2 0 1 8

N e w s l e t t e r  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  A s s u m p t i o n  P a r i s h

New Face in a New Place!
by Trevor Seivert, OLA School Principal 

OLA School is pleased to announce that we
have hired a school counselor! Thanks to the
donations to the Annual Fund, and the work

of the Annual Fund Committee, we were able to hire
Mrs. Krystal Conkle! As you may recall, last year, we
raised over $31,000 and that money has gone to
installing security cameras throughout the parish
complex, a door buzzer for the school and new risers
for the music classroom. Fortunately, we also were able
to use these funds for Mrs. Conkle.

Having a school counselor would not be possible 
without these funds. Thank you to the Annual Fund
Committee for your time, talent and energy! And most
especially, thank you to the families and individuals
who donated to the Annual Fund!

Mrs. Conkle comes to OLA highly recommended
from St. William’s in Janesville, where she started 

working a few years ago.
Together, OLA, along with 
St. William’s, Nativity of Mary
and St. John Vianney in
Janesville, all share Mrs. Conkle
as a counselor. Krystal works 
at OLA one day a week.

Krystal also works for a 
private counseling company
HOPE – Child and Family
Counseling in Roscoe, IL.

She received a Bachelor 
of Arts in Social Work from UW
Whitewater in 2015. After, she

attended graduate school at George Williams College 
of Aurora University and completed a Master of Social
Work degree specializing in Advanced Clinical Social
Work. She became a Licensed Social Worker in both
Illinois and Wisconsin. She is currently working on

S e e  O L A  P a r i s h  o n  t h e  W o r l d  W i d e  W e b !  w w w . o l a b e l o i t . c o m
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

Maintenance to Mission

What have we discovered
over the past year as
OLA parish asks the

question: Are we a Maintenance
Parish or a Mission Parish?

To find out that answer we
need to ask another question:
With our parish activities, 
ministries and liturgies are you
brought to a deeper relationship
with Christ, and do you share that
relationship with family, friends
and community? Over the past
weeks, we have displayed 8 OLA
ministry charts in the gathering

space of church showing the 
variety of activities, ministries, 
programs and service 
opportunities we offer as a parish.
Then we asked you as members 
to list what you are called to do 
as disciples once you leave
church… how are you sharing
your faith, gifts and talents within
the community? That list was 
amazing.

It certainly demonstrated 
that we are a mission parish 
on a journey to deepen that 
commitment to the gospel as 
missionary disciples. So where do
we go from here?

Being in a permanent state 
of mission means recognizing that
evangelization is not about us. 
It is about Christ who lives and
works in his disciples and who is
passionately in love with His flock.
As Pope Francis has stated: it
means going to the peripheries 

of society to witness God’s love
and care. 

Please look at the list below
of missionary activities that OLA
members have listed and then
pray and ask the question: Where
am I being called as a disciple 
to share my love for Christ? 

See one of the OLA staff 
members for more information 
or questions you may have.

Saint Mother Teresa once said:
At the end of Life we will not be
judged by how many diplomas we
have received, how much money
we have made, how many great
things we have done. We will be
judged by “I was hungry, and you
gave me something to eat, I was
naked and you clothed me. I was
homeless and you took me in.”

Fr. Mike  n
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Religious/Community Service Organ zganizations  Parishioners involved - 161 - 161
United Way Charitable donations/fundraising practice stewwardship
Homeless Shelters YMCA Stateline Preregnancy Clinic
Kiwanis Club Lions Club Amer. Red Crosd Cross
Merrill School Food Pantry Grinnell Hall Amer. Cancer Society
Rockford Catholic Charities Honor our Veterans/Vets Roll School Boardrd
Hospice Humane Society Communnity S rviy Service
Hunter Safety Knights of Columbus RSVP
Beloit Home Companions Animal Rescue Program Meals on W on Wheels
Re-employment Group St. Vincent de Paul Stateline Litteracy
WDA Mission of Mercy Caritas Sisters of Hololy Cross Mission
Salvation Army Grow Vegetables for Food Pantry Walworth Count n'h County Men's Shelter
Second Harvest Family Promise Domestic Viiolence Center
Alcoholics Anonomous Men's Chorus Visit Nursing H h Tng Homes/Courts with Therapy Dpy Dog

Assist Others  Parishioners involved - 118 - 118
Caregiver Sing at Nursing Homes Support Grouproup
Donate Prepare Meals for Homeless Feed the Hungry Yard Workeorker
Employ the Disabled Donate Blood Listener
Drug Awareness Program Helping Immigrants Human Traffifficing Awareness
Visit Homebound / Elderly / Family / Neighborsghbors / Nursing Homes

Health Care  Parishioners involved - 12 - 12
Hospital Volunteer Health Care Support Beloit Canceer Center

Support of Families and Children  Parishioners involved - 61 - 61
CASA Unbound School Voluntunteer
Sponsor Foreign Child Child Care Help Family My Members
Drive for Friends/Neighbors Family Services Family Respipite Care
FFA High School & Tech School 4 H

Prayer  Parishioners involved - 113 - 113
Rosary at Beloit Senior Living Corporal Acts of Mercy House of Prarayer
St. Peter Adoration Chapel Set Good Christian Example Pray

           



Highlights from the
Social Justice
Commission 
by Ellen Joyce,
Social Justice Commission

Members of the Social
Justice Commission have
been busy with many

projects this winter. Here are some
highlights of our work and the
various ministries we support:

The Respect Life Committee
successfully launched this year’s
spiritual adoption drive. 314
babies and their families are being
prayed for daily. The Environmental
Action Team reports that the new
water bottle filling station installed
in the school is working and
counting away. Every time some-
one fills their bottle with water
from the machine it counts that 
as one more plastic bottle that did
NOT end up in a landfill; so far
over 4,000 have been counted!
The team continues to research
more ways that we could save
energy and conserve resources 
on campus, such as someday
installing solar panels or switching
to cups and containers that can 
be recycled. Meanwhile, the

Immigration Task Force
continues to raise awareness about
issues affecting undocumented
immigrants and to urge members
to take action on legislative 
proposals that the U.S.Catholic
bishops support. And, finally, the
Dismas group, whose members
visit and assist prisoners in the
Rock County Jail and elsewhere,
has received Recovery Bibles
to distribute at the jail. 

The Social Justice
Commission also receives regular
reports from various charitable
organizations that the parish has
long supported and where many
members volunteer. From Caritas
we hear that there will be a Spring
into Action fundraising campaign
in March and April; an open house
is scheduled from 11:00 – 2:00 
on Saturday April 21st. Family
Promise is looking for a new full
time director (the job ad is posted
on the Indeed.com website).
Please keep an eye out for the
next time we will be hosting
Family Promise guests at OLA –
we are so grateful for all the 
volunteers who make it possible
for us to open our doors 
to homeless families!

Matthew Tiritilli and Kathy
Schmidt will again be coordinat-
ing our annual Easter Care Packs
drive beginning the weekend 
of April 7/8 through the 22nd. 
We are looking for someone 
to coordinate the Community
Peace and Non-violence Prayer
recommitment effort. Finally, we
hope to host an event to raise
awareness about the warning
signs of Human Trafficking later 
in the Spring. Watch for more
information about these events in
the bulletin.

All of these outreach activities
depend on lots of volunteers; if
you would like more information
about any of these opportunities
please contact Laura Warzecha
at the parish office. If you would
like to help us coordinate these
efforts and help the Social Justice
Commission plan educational
opportunities about the needs 
of our community and about
Catholic Social Teaching, we 
welcome you to join us. Our 
regular meeting time is at 6:30PM

on the first Thursday of every
month at the Administration
Center.  n
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OLA Child Care Center
Open Since 1997 – Serving
Babies Since 2010!

To register for FUTURE
openings, contact Rachel
Shepherd, Center Director

at 608-368-2835 or
rachels@olabeloit.com.   n
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Disciples Are Made, 
Not Born
by Rob Olsen, 
Director of Faith Formation

Iforget when I first heard the
phrase, Disciples are made, not
born, but what challenged me

when I heard it is how much
we take our faith for granted. I
am what sometimes is called a
Cradle Catholic. Like most
Catholics, I was baptized as
an infant and grew up being
catechized in Catholic schools
and CCD classes. (For the
younger folks CCD stands
for Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine, what we call
Religious Ed. or Faith
Formation nowadays). I guess
you could say Cradle Catholics
gradually grew into discipleship
because of the examples and
teaching given to them from
family and parish. I am sure some
of it is almost like osmosis, you
absorb the faith through our
Catholic culture by just being
here. There is nothing at all wrong
with that! But, the above phrase
made me think of how much I
had been given in faith, how I
really didn’t work too hard at it
and, at times, really took the gift
of faith for granted. It challenged
me to think differently about
discipleship. When I really became
aware of a different way of
discipleship is when I began
helping with an RCIA process a
long time ago. As a Cradle
Catholic I was encountering adults
coming into the faith with far
different journeys. Many had
struggled through serious life and
faith journeys. Their coming
to know and love our faith was
not handed to them on a silver
platter. Their desire for a deeper
understanding of God and hunger
for the Eucharist echoed St.
Augustine: Our hearts are restless,
until they rest in God. I’ll be
honest: I felt my journey was

pretty easy and pale, by
comparison. I know we don’t earn
God’s love or the gift of faith and
I discarded that notion. But, what
I realized is that their faith journey
was yet another gift. Their journey
deepens our own. Their journey
called forth a new desire for the
Eucharist. Their journey called us

to scrutinize our own life and
example of discipleship. Their
journey held up a mirror to us
as individuals and as an entire
community and called us  to
renew and kindle the light of our
own faith. It is no coincidence that
the Rites of the RCIA intensify in
the Season of Lent and find their
climax at the Easter Triduum
(three days). 

Here in our parish cluster we
have the privilege and have been
given the gift of catechumens
(needing all the Sacraments of
Initiation) and candidates (already
baptized, Catholic or another
Christian denomination, but 
needing catechesis, for Eucharist
and Confirmation). Please keep

them and their sponsors in your
prayers. Please join us at the Easter
Vigil as they profess the faith and
receive the Sacraments. As they
receive new life in our faith, all us
Cradle Catholics should say a 
special prayer of thanksgiving for
them; for the gifts of discipleship
they will bring to the parishes,
and for the gift and renewal of our
own discipleship! Disciples are
made, not born!

Catechumens to be baptized:
from OLA, Christopher Nguyen,
from St. Jude & St. Thomas,
Courtney Wilmovsky and Jamie
Robinson. Candidates: from OLA,
Kim Schneider and Kyle May;
from St. Jude & St.Thomas,
Christian Perez and Aurelio
Ianos; from St. Stephen, Kaitlin
Brandl and Zolton Loback. n

Confirmation and 
First Communion

Please keep all those receiving
Sacraments in your prayers! 
Here at OLA there will be 
First Communions for the younger
children at the 5:00PM Mass 
on April 28, and at all the Masses
on May 5 & 6.

Our cluster parishes will be 
celebrating Confirmation with
Bishop Morlino for our High
School students here at OLA on
Wednesday April 18 at 7:00PM.
There will be no regular FF classes
that night.

Each year we ask that all parishioners consider a
subscription to the Catholic Herald newspaper. If you
would like a subscription, please return the enclosed

envelope, through the collection or to the Administration
Center, with what you can afford and we will process. If
you’re able to pay extra and help defray subscription costs
to the parish, that is also appreciated. n

RCIA Catechumens, Candidates, Sponsors and
Team at the Rite of Election.

                                                



Fish Fry every Friday 
during Lent. 5:00-7:00PM

in Assumption Hall.

A Special Good Friday
Fish Dinner
By Randy Gracyalny

Last year, amidst our
Maintenance to Mission
discussions, we decided that

it would be good to reach out
to those in our community who
have difficulty putting food
on their table or who rarely have
the means to go out for dinner.
The previous Thanksgiving we had
our 1st Community Thanksgiving
Dinner open to anyone but,
especially those who might be
alone for the holiday. That spurred
our thought toward doing
something different on Good
Friday. It always seemed a little
odd to do an all-you-can-eat fish
fry on this special day of fasting
and abstinence so we initiated our

first pay what you can afford fish
dinner. Instead of the usual all-
you-can-eat fish fry we provided a
2-piece dinner with baked and/or
fried cod, baked potato or fries,
cole slaw, bread and beverage.
We will offer the same meal again
this year.

There is no set charge for this
meal and, again, our hope is that
we will be able to feed many in
our community who otherwise
may not receive a good meal that
day or who do not have the
opportunity to go out for a meal.
We further hope that those who
can afford to pay will contribute
toward the meals of others. Last
year the donations we received
exceeded our expenses by over
$2,500, which was donated to
Caritas. This year we will split
those extra donations between
Project 16:49, which provides 

services to high school students
who do not have a home and the
Beloit St. Vincent de Paul Society,
which provides ongoing aid to the
poor and needy.

We invite you to come 
and be a part of this dinner
on Good Friday, March 30, from
5:00-7:00PM. If you are available
to help with the dinner, give me a
call or email as volunteers are
always appreciated. Many of us
are abundantly blessed with 
plenty to eat and a warm home 
in the winter and cool one in 
the summer. Others are not as 
fortunate. Spread the word about
this dinner to your family and
friends so that all may be fed.
What you have done for the least
of my brothers, so you have done
for me. –Mt. 25:40. n
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Upcoming Cluster Events
•Communal Penance at OLA 
on Saturday, March 24 
at 9:00AM

•Women’s Evening of Reflection
Tuesday, April 17, 5:00PM Mass 
followed by dinner and speaker 
in Assumption Hall

•Annointing of the Sick Mass
Thursday, April 26 at 11:00AM

at OLA

Spring Clean-up

The Parish Spring Clean-up/
Work Day will be Saturday,
April 21 beginning at 8:00AM

and ending with lunch for every-
one at noon. There will be tasks
for all ages including planting,
raking, trimming, mowing,
moving mulch, cleaning pews and
more. Come for as little or as long
as you are able.

Upcoming major maintenance
projects: We are so thankful 
to the parish for their generosity
in the weekly offering and
through the Facilities Repair and
Upkeep Envelope in our monthly
packets, to be able to accomplish
some major maintenance/upkeep 
projects each year. In the coming
months we will have the exterior
trim painted and soffit replaced 
on the Child Care building. When
that is finished, the exteriors of all
of the parish buildings will have
been painted/trimmed in the last
couple years. We will also proceed
with some needed roof repairs to
the Chid Care, gym and south
side of the school building, as well
as driveway/parking lot repair or
replacement. n
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patients better taken care of.
On a trip to Hawaii in the early

1980s, Sandra visited the leper
colony and was impressed with
the contrast of the beauty of the
area and its history.   

She explained, While I was
there on the trip, I jokingly said 
to a hospital official, “If you have
any job openings at the hospital,
let me know.” She admitted, I
knew it would be a challenge. But
life has always been a challenge
for me.

Not long afterwards, the 
hospital called and told her she
had a job there. She worked two
years in a larger hospital
on the island of Kauai until there
was an opening at Kalaupapa.

So began Sandra's odyssey. 
In 1985, I arrived on Molokai

with only my pots and pans,
because I like to cook and bake,
she said. She especially enjoyed
making pies with native fruit that
workers picked for her. She had
placed her household items and
furnishings in storage.

She was determined to
succeed. I made up my mind that
since I was going to be there, I
must make the most of it, she
said. There was nothing on that
peninsula, no store, no taxi, 
nothing, she stressed. Among 
the residents are many federal
workers. The lepers live in their
own homes.

She worked on the surgical
floor at the hospital, treating
patients’ sores due to leprosy.
Sandra wrote the entire wound
care protocol for the hospital.
Smiling, she said, And I think I did
a good job. She also took a short
leave of absence from the hospital
to do private duty nursing.

Sandra had her own house
with a beautiful view of the 
nearby ocean. It had formerly
belonged to a patient. I wanted a
garden and to be near the beach.
I’m a water person and love to
swim in the ocean, she said,

revealing her sunny disposition.
She liked the garden produce, but
invasive deer and mongoose were
continual challenges.  

Laughter helped Sandra as 
she cared for her patients. I feel
laughter is so important. It helped
make the patients comfortable,
she said.

When patients were reluctant
to be treated, or uncooperative, I
had my special way to convince

them they needed treatment. 
I tried to let the patients feel 
it was actually their idea, she 
happily said.

She added, Throughout my
life, I’ve taken a job for the 
challenge it offers. I think I have
something to offer to help make
people well, to help them do
something to help themselves.

She has numerous stories and
memories of experiences with her
patients and how she carefully
treated them using her gift of
humor. This always encouraged
me in my work. Humor is a gift
and I try to follow through 
with it, she said, revealing her
light-hearted disposition.

Among Sandra’s treasured
memories are dozens of photos
taken at the colony. A patient
Sandra often treated painted an
original picture depicting Father

– Continued on Page 7

Rooted in Service and
Sacrifice
Sandra Clisham – Experience at
the Leper Colony on Molokai
by Pat Casucci

Parishioner Sandra Clisham
shrugged her shoulders and
said in her calm, humble

manner, I never considered it that
important when she was asked
about her experiences.

Sandra is a licensed LPN and 
is now retired. She spent the 
better part of ten years working 
in Hawaii, the last 4 of those 
at Kalaupapa Hospital which
served the leper colony on the
island of Molokai. The leper
colony itself is located on the
remote, windy, north shore of the
Kalaupapa Peninsula. Some of the
highest cliffs in the world surround
the peninsula. Supplies arrive 
by barge. Food is flown in. 

Her adventurous spirit led 
to her work of service and care 
for the few remaining people who
chose to continue living at the 
former leper colony.   

She pointed out that leprosy is
now called Hansen’s Disease. It
had spread rapidly throughout the
Hawaiian Islands and by the 
mid-1860s lepers were exiled 
to the Kalaupapa Peninsula. The
disease was not understood and
the lepers were left to fend for
themselves. They lived their lives
out in what histories describe as
sad, demoralizing, neglected 
conditions. For more than a 
century, hundreds of people were
forced to live there. After 1969,
the quarantine ended when the
disease became better understood
and could be treated with 
antibiotics. The colony is now 
designated as a National Historical
Park.

Her voice was calm and
solemn as she said, Horrible things
happened there. Horrible things 
in this serene, beautiful, peaceful
place. Now there is not another
disease in the world that has

Sandra is holding the picture painted by
Henry, a patient she treated.
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Mark your calendars! 
OLA’s Spring Fling is right around the corner! Spring Fling will be held 

on Saturday, April 14th at La Casa Grande, 618 4th St., Beloit.
We begin at 5:00PM with cocktails.

This year, OLA’s entertainment will be a Murder Mystery Dinner Show
where you, as the guests, can interact with the 

performance! Come find out who done it?

We will also have a live and silent auction, caricature artist and wine 
and envelope pulls! Tickets are available at the school office. 

Don’t wait, get tickets now!

Service and Sacrifice
– Continued from Page 6

Damien and Christ which he 
presented to her. This painting
that Henry did for me is very 
special, she said.                            

I have wonderful memories 
of my years there, she said. I’m a
person who can get along well
with people, she added.

Sandra returns to Hawaii 
to visit friends about every two
years. Noting her trip this month,
she exclaimed, And I look forward
to picking mangoes!

She mentioned a couple more
of her adventures. She worked
two years at a men’s maximum
security prison in North Carolina
where she delivered medical 
supplies for the state. She is fond

of a painting created for her by a
man on death row whom she had
befriended. 

A few years ago she agreed 
to house-sit for a friend living 
on the tropical island of Fiji. The
two month job ended in only a
few weeks because a powerful
cyclone devastated the area and
blew the roof off the house where
she lived. Sandra described 
escaping the devastation by luckily
finding a boat that was leaving
the area. 

At our parish, she is a 
hospitality minister, helps at fish
fries and bakes for events. In the
community, she volunteers at
Caritas and the St. Vincent de
Paul Store. Thank you, Sandra, 
for your fine example of 
missionary discipleship!

(Beloit has a connection to
Molokai as the famed Brother
Dutton spent many years there
caring for people affected with
leprosy. He worked with Father
Damien, now St. Damien. The
closed Brother Dutton Grade
School was named for this Rock
County native who, in the 1920s,
was a hero to the then St. Jude
Church pastor. While at
Kalaupapa, Sandra added her 
support for the Beloit’s Brother
Dutton School. She said, One 
year when the school held a
Walkathon, I decided to walk
here. We took up a collection
among our residents and sent
about $100 to Beloit.) n
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Deaths “I have called you each by name”

Joan M. Mueller (11-18-2017)
Theodore T. “Ted” Stevenson (11-28-2017)
Elmer P. Canik (12-11-2017)
Eben R. Hanson, Jr. (12-15-2017)
Lillian B. Brown (12-31-2017)
Jesse Terrones (12-31-2017)
Evelyn F. Wolf (1-1-2018)
Joseph T. Ennis, Jr. (1-22-2018)
JoAnn Polito (2-7-2018)

Baptisms “You are God’s work of art”

Elliana Grace Flanagan (Michael & Virginia)
Haven LeighAnn Laube (Adam & Mickaila)
Brooklyn Love Van Marter (Courtney)
Roman Allen Matthew Amato (Cody & Lyndsey)
Haylee Anne Brewer (Joseph & Elizabeth)
Elliott Rudolph Costello (David & Rebecca)
Beau Michael Fischer (Jeffrey & Beth)
Logan Nicholas Maggio (David & Nicole)

What’s Up with the
Baptismal Font?
by Michele Hull 

You may have noticed that
the water in the baptismal
font, which usually flows out

of the font and into the pool
below, is still, and that the font is
only filled halfway. And you might
wonder: what’s up with that?
Where did all the water go?
Randy Gracyalny, Director
of Music and Liturgy, explains:
There’s no church rule or
regulation, or recommendation
even, that anything be done with
the font. There was a time 20-30
years ago where some parishes
emptied the font during Lent.
Some put sand in. The reason
that was done was just as an
awareness that we’re in a    
different (liturgical) time.
More recently, he continued, 
with a closer look at the theology
…it kind of denied baptism. 
That’s why you don’t see very
many places any more that have
it emptied.

The font is turned off so
there’s no movement of water, but

During Lent, we don’t do 
baptisms during Mass. They can
still be done at other times, 
baptism still goes on, but because
of the penitential nature of the
Season of Lent, it just doesn’t 
lend itself well to baptism during
liturgy.

When will the water be
replaced? As it turns out, there’s 
a lot of symbolism behind that 
as well.

It will be drained completely,
the church does call for that, 
for Holy Thursday and Good
Friday. There is no water present
at that time. Then it will be filled
again for Easter Vigil, and in that
celebration, the new water in the
font is blessed in the Vigil prayers.

The blessing of the baptismal
waters happens right after the
homily, and right before the 
baptism of RCIA (Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults) catechumens
(those that are not yet baptized).
There are three catechumens this
year from the four area churches
(Our Lady of the Assumption, St.
Jude, St. Thomas the Apostle, and
St. Stephen) commonly referred 
to as The Cluster. n

water is still present. It is a little
lower, so when many people put
their hand in, they might say: Oh
yeah, it’s Lent!

So it does serve the purpose of
reminding people of why we do it.
Because when we come into
church, it’s so automatic for some
people. We just bless ourselves,
and forget why we’re blessing
ourselves: We are remembering
our baptism, and that we’re part
of this whole community 
of baptized people.

When the church was 
built, the reason we have that 
significant font there is, primarily, 
to celebrate baptism, but also so
that each time we enter (the
church), we enter because 
of our baptism.

Has something changed in your household?
Dropped land line, new address, adult children
moved away, separation or divorce? Update 
your information on the parish website, 
www.olabeloit.com. Click on the parish tab – then
the member update link, or you can also call the
parish office, 608-362-9066. Thank you for helping
to keep our records up-to-date!

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save 
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.

                                              

randyg@olabeloit.com

