
in the pursuit of their unrealized goals for their classrooms
or professional development. Fellowship recipients who
teach at religious or independent schools automatically
become candidates for the Wisconsin Council of Religious
and Independent School Teacher of the Year award.

The Kohl Teacher Fellowship program recognizes and
supports teaching excellence and innovation in the State
of Wisconsin. Education is the key to the future 
of Wisconsin and our nation. I am very proud of the
accomplishments of these students, teachers, and 
principals and look forward to the great contributions
they will make in the future, Kohl said. Fellowship 
recipients are educators who have been chosen for their
superior ability to inspire a love of learning in their 
students, their ability to motivate others, and their 
leadership and service within and outside the classroom.

In August of 2000, after spending a year teaching 
in Rockford, Mrs. Huisheere began her career at Our Lady
of the Assumption school, teaching fifth grade. Over the
years, Mrs. Huisheere says, she has become close friends
with many of her fellow teachers. She credits former 
colleague Julie Geiger with helping her to learn the ropes.
Julie Geiger was a third-grade teacher here for years. 
She retired about two years ago now. And she was my
unofficial mentor; she kind of took me under her wing,
and she was always my go-to person for advice.
Ironically, the woman who took her spot was actually a
former student of mine.

Asked why she stayed in the Catholic school system all
these years, she pauses reflectively for a moment, then
says, I think that’s where I was called. And the longer 
I stayed, the more it felt like family. And the more 
comfortable I felt, the more I was able to grow, and
become the teacher that I am. I think I was surrounded 
in the right environment, by the right people, for that 
to happen.

Her colleagues seem to agree about the closeness
among the teachers. 

Ms. Michele Twardowski, 6th grade homeroom
teacher, commented Nikki is a wonderful teacher, 
colleague, and a genuinely kind soul. Her dedication is
remarkable, and OLA is very lucky to have her on staff.

– Continued on Page 2
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Mrs. Nikki Huisheere Awarded the
Herb Kohl Educational Foundation
Fellowship.
by Michele Hull 

The sound of grade school children playing outside
floats in through the open windows as a warm
spring breeze blows gently on a fine May afternoon.

In the fifth-grade classroom, next to the teacher's desk,
positioned in front of the windows, is a full bookcase.
One wall in the fifth-grade classroom at Our Lady of the
Assumption Parochial school is covered by a bulletin
board decorated with Happy Birthday wishes, Random
Acts of Kindness, and the Hopping Homework Hall of
Fame. Another wall has a whiteboard with notes still on it
at the day’s end. There is an antique statue of the Virgin
Mary mounted in the corner next to the doorway, and a
crucifix prominently displayed high on the wall to the left
of the teacher’s desk.

With classes over for the day, Mrs. Nikki Huisheere is
working with a young student, sitting together and going
over an assignment that needs to be completed. She
patiently guides her student through the steps that will

need to be done to finish it at
home. After they finish their 
session, she watches attentively
while the girl packs up her book-
bag and calls for a ride home.
Remember, don’t go outside until
I can watch you, she reminds her
young charge. She isn’t satisfied
until she sees the student safely
into her vehicle.

It’s this focus on her 
students that led to Mrs.
Huisheere earning the prestigious
Herb Kohl Educational
Foundation Fellowship award. 

According to a news release by the Kohl Foundation,
the Scholarship and Fellowship program was established
by Herb Kohl, philanthropist and businessman, in 1990.
The purpose of the foundation is to support teachers
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

OLA, A Church on the
Move: from Maintenance
to Mission!

For years, at the end of the
school year, I tell the students
to have a great and relaxing

summer vacation. However,
then I tell them you don’t take a
vacation from your vocation,
of being Christ’s disciples by
coming to church with the
community and continue to stay
close to God and do good
for others. Well, that goes for all
of us as we enter into these
summer months, we can’t take a
vacation from our vocation
of being Christ’ disciples. I pray
that all of you will do the
following this summer:

n Renew your love for the church
as we gather on the weekends
to praise and give thanks to God. 
n Engage yourself in your faith
by reaching out in some way
of service.
n Most importantly, deepen
your personal relationship
with Jesus Christ.

So let’s have a great summer
and be active missionary disciples!

God Bless
Fr. Mike  n

2

Mrs. Huisheere Awarded
Continued from Page 1

OLA Principal Trevor Seivert
concurs. Nikki is not just an awe-
some teacher, she’s an AWESOME
individual. I have been so impressed
with her professionalism and the
way she educates kids. She is
extremely compassionate, fair, 
honest and has high expectations
for the kids. She goes above and
beyond what’s asked of her and is a 
master teacher. Ironically, she hates
being in front of crowds of people,
but she has no problem teaching 
in front of an audience of kids!
She’s very humble and has a strong
moral compass. I’m very fortunate
to see her work her magic with kids
every day.

After 18 years at OLA, Mrs.
Huisheere still has close ties 
to many of her former students.
You see them at times out in the
community, you see them at Mass.
What’s nice is that they feel like a
part of the OLA family too. It’s kind
of always with them. So sometimes
they’ll just pop back in and visit the
classrooms and see what’s changed
and what’s stayed the same.

Mrs. Huisheere was among 13
other teachers in the area selected
for the award, which she received 
in April at a luncheon at Monona

Grove High School. Along with the
luncheon, Mrs. Huisheere received a
$6,000 grant from the Herb Kohl
Educational Foundation and OLA
School also receives a $6,000 grant.
As each recipient came forward, 

the announcer shared with the
audience a portion from his/her
essays as well as notes from his/her
principal.

Although she has not yet made
definite plans about what to do
with the award money, she says 

she is considering additional science
training for herself and team 
building for her students. The OLA
community is extraordinarily 
supportive, and I am so blessed to
be a part of it. None of us could
accomplish what we do without the
care, concern, help, and listening
ears of those around us. I have
received congratulations and well
wishes from students and parents,
faculty and staff, and even 
parishioners – ones I already knew
and others I hadn’t had the 
pleasure of meeting yet.

Husband Doug Huisheere is
understandably proud of his wife’s
achievement. Mrs. Huisheere recalls
his reaction. Doug told me how
proud of me he was and then
immediately called my sister and
parents to share the news. He also
likes to tell anyone who will listen.

What’s next for Mrs. Huisheere?
After 18 years of teaching at OLA,
Mrs. Huisheere is in no hurry to
move on. I don’t have any plans to
leave, certainly not any immediate
plans to leave. I guess it’s just 
wherever God wants me. I just kind
of wait on that. she says. n

Mrs. Huisheere with husband, Doug (L)
and former Senator Herb Kohl.
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Jail Chaplaincy
Program = Dismas
by Pat Casucci

Several of our OLA
parishioners participate
actively in the Dismas Jail

Ministry, which is part of the
Social Justice Committee.    

According to website 
information, Dismas is an out-
reach among prisoners and those 
affected by crime. It focuses 
primarily on a spiritual approach
with prisoners who want 
to understand and strengthen
their relationship with God. It’s
named after one of the thieves
executed with Jesus on Calvary.

OLA members have had 
meetings with officials at the 
various local and state facilities,
who have approved the work and
visits of Dismas Ministry, resulting
in prisoner visits at several county
and state correctional facilities in
Wisconsin.

Father Mike shared his 
observation about this vital parish
ministry. He said, As disciples of
Christ, we are constantly called 
to live out the Gospel through 
our words and actions, especially
embracing the spiritual and 
corporal works of mercy which
Dismas Ministry is all about – 
giving hope to those imprisoned
and to journey with those as they
re-enter into the community. He
added that this ministry has been
a new experience for him. It’s one
that's been filled with many 
blessings, he said. 

By using active listening 
techniques, the Dismas members
stress goals, relationships, and
focus on changing a person’s
behavior. Inmates can choose 
if they wish to participate in the
meetings. The members recognize
when more assistance may be
required for a particular prisoner’s
needs.  

At OLA, this ministry offers 
an opportunity to visit the 
incarcerated or to assist in several 

other ways including writing 
letters of support to inmates.
Dismas also advocates for 
legislation to improve the criminal
justice system.

OLA parishioners, Arlene
McMorran, Deb Burns, Les
Blumreich, along with Mike
Fallon, who works with buildings
and grounds at OLA, visit at the
Rock County Jail each week, 
helping inmates build relationships
through prayer, bible readings and
caring support. They’ve also
served as a support system for
those released from jail or prison. 

They agreed to share their
experiences. Their words are 
sincere and caring. Each volunteer
reflects their own empathy and
Catholic faith.   

Arlene McMorran, a 
dedicated Dismas member since
retiring as principal of OLA Grade
School, said, I feel it’s a calling 
for me. Once I recognized the
great need for this ministry, I
strongly supported the jail 
ministry. I’ve realized many times
that through our ministry 
someone has found God because

it strengthened their resolve 
to forge a new or better life,
she said.     

Her voice was calm and sincere
when she added, What a joy to
bring Christ to people.

When the women visit, they
have an agenda to discuss with
the prisoners. But, we discover
they often want to share what has
happened in their lives, said
McMorran. The pastoral ministers
may use the gospel reading from
the past weekend, a theme from a
homily, as well as prayer. The Life
Recovery Bible is also used and
inmates often request their own
copy, stated McMorran.

Les Blumreich, a longtime jail
ministry chaplain and a member
of our parish maintenance crew,
added, They just want to be 
listened to, sometimes to tell us
what they have experienced 
in their own lives. I also feel they
do want to hear what we have 
to say. They’re so glad we come
every week and they make us feel
very humble.

Blumreich sincerely stated, 
To me, often, they almost become
the face of Christ.

Blumreich said Pope Francis
has often mentioned the needs 
of prisoners and encourages
prayer for them. She said OLA 
former pastor, Father Gary
Krahenbuhl, encouraged her 
to participate in the jail ministry
program. He was instrumental 
in forming the jail ministry at OLA
and he encouraged people who
were interested.

After hearing about the jail
ministry from her friends,
McMorran and Blumreich, Deb
Burns sincerely stated, For me,
this ministry is a humbling 
experience. I, too, feel it’s a 
calling for me. She’s retired from
teaching physical education and
health and wellness for 27 years 
at Orfordville High School. 

Ever attentive, Burns said,
These folks (the incarcerated) are
needy and are often neglected by
society, often deemed unworthy
by society. It’s important that we
let them know God loves them, 
to instill that fact. We sometimes
see a lot of tears, too. They feel so

– Continued on Page 4

Deb Burns, Arlene McMorran, and Les
Blumreich receive the Ambassadors for
Peace Award presented by a the Rock
County International Day of Peace
Committee group.

                                                         



Dismas
Continued from Page 3

unworthy because of the things 
they did. We recognize the need 
to help them survive. We listen
and help them, with no strings
attached.

The women agreed that each
person they meet has specific
needs and often there is no one
else to help them. They encourage
the inmates to pray and to attend
Mass at OLA when it is possible.   

Bill Jenkins, another longtime
OLA parishioner and Dismas 
volunteer for about 13 years,
shared how he was able 
to deepen his own faith and 
learn about the jail ministry. 

Jenkins stated that when
attending Mass at OLA, he began
to hear the word of God more
clearly. He explained, Several
years ago, I was letting myself be

challenged by Father Gary's
(Krahenbuhl) homilies and I
began to read more scripture. 
I started taking the sacraments
more seriously, too. At that time, I
was driving a truck for a living. By
listening to a faith-based radio
program while driving: the Chuck
Colson program, I heard him 
discuss prison ministry. After 
some time reflecting on my life
experiences (good and bad,) and
the Gospel, I approached Father
Gary to let him know I wanted 
to try prison ministry.

Jenkins said Father Krahenbuhl
introduced him to Mary Therese
Gallagher from St. Mary's Parish,
Milton, who, around 2005, was
just starting what was to become
Rock County Dismas. Father Gary
also facilitated getting me started
at the Rock County Jail chaplaincy
program, said Jenkins.   

Presently there is an ongoing
effort by the OLA Dismas group 
to meet with pastors and parish
councils at all the Rock County
Catholic Parishes, asking them 
to become involved in this 
ministry. They are also asking 
for financial support for needed
materials such as bibles for the
inmates. 

During last year’s International
Day of Peace observance, our
parish and the Dismas volunteers
were honored when they received
the Ambassadors for Peace Award
presented by a the Rock County
International Day of Peace
Committee group.

If you would like to learn more
about how to become involved
with Dismas Ministry, please 
contact Arlene McMorran 
at 608-436-2619 or email 
mcmorrana@gmail.com. n
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Summer Has Started at
OLA Child Care Center!
by Rachel Shepherd, Director

Hello from child care! With
OLA School being out of
session, we are already busy

with summer programming! This
summer we have many fun things
planned with 3 large trips in June,
July and August and also many
local trips. Some of our favorites
are back (Touch a Truck, OLA
Vacation Bible School, City of
Beloit Pool, Grinnell Hall and visits
downtown) and we plan to visit
Madison this summer as we head
to the children’s museum and
lunch on the capital lawn.  

Eugster’s Farm Market in
Stoughton is welcoming us back
again this year and the children
are excited to handle and feed
many animals and also learn about
how many of God’s creations,
including kids, work together 
to produce the food we eat! 

This year we will again 
have visits from Farmer Rob (FF

Director), Skylar (and hopefully
her cows and pigs), the library
and many other skill building
people. 

Have a great summer and
remember to check Facebook for
the awesome things happening
here on campus!  n

                                    



5

Discovering Jesus
Around the World
by Rob Olsen, 
Director of Faith Formation

As I am writing this, it is
nearly the Feast of
Pentecost and it is more

than serendipity that our annual
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is
entitled Discovering Jesus Around
the World. At Pentecost we hear
the story of the apostles, inspired
by the Holy Spirit, going out and
spreading the Gospel message
to every language and nation. The
theme in our VBS revolves around
the idea of children traveling
to different countries to discover
how our Lord is celebrated and
worshiped in different cultures.
In doing so we will discover that
every culture adds to the richness
and beauty of Catholicism.
The word catholic literally means
according to the whole or
universal. In other words, the
more we embrace the diversity
and wholeness of humanity, the
more Catholic we become.
Discipleship and the mission to go
out to the world is at the very
heart of who we are!  

This year in VBS we will be
traveling to a different country
each day: Philippines, Vietnam,
Ireland, Mexico, and Nigeria.
While it includes a bit of 
geography, our focus is on the
virtues, faith, saints and holy 
people, and celebration of our
God that happens and enriches
our faith. We’ll discover how God’s
plan of salvation continues in our
world in the prayer and stories 
of different peoples. With a lot 
of fun activities, décor, music,
games, snacks, stories and crafts,
we will reveal the love of God for
all his people. 

The dates are Monday-Friday,
June 11-15, from 9:00-noon each
day. It is for children entering
Kindergarten through 5th grade
next Fall. Middle school and high
school students and adults are

most welcome to be helpers 
guiding groups or activities. See us
after Masses or contact the FF
office to register kids, to volunteer
to help, or for more information!

The best way to know what is
happening with VBS is to be part
of the action and join us. The
sign-up is on the website, open 
to all and bring a friend. Adults
are truly welcome, to assist with
snacks or crafts and, especially this
year, if you have experience in the
countries we are visiting. Please
pray for all involved and contact
the FF office for more details.  n

Confirmation and 
First Communion
Congratulations to all those who
received the Sacrament of
Confirmation here at OLA this
spring. It is a sign of hope for the
world and grace of the Holy Spirit
that so many young people are
following the practice of virtues
and our faith.   

Congratulations to the group of
children who received their first
Holy Communion this spring.
Their joy at coming to the Lord’s
Table is something we all can
share. We congratulate their 
parents in keeping the promises
they made for their child at 
baptism and hope it continues 
at each and every Mass. 

Our sincerest gratitude to Adam
Gracyalny for his service to OLA
School and Youth Ministry. Adam
will coordinate our youth summer
missions as planned. Afterward, he
embarks on a new endeavor in the
computer field, and we wish him
our best!  Applicants are in the
process of being interviewed 
for the Youth Ministry position
and we look forward to 
introducing a new staff member
later in the summer. 

Registrations for next season’s
Faith Formation programs will go
out in mid-summer and we
encourage everyone to be a 
missionary disciple. That is,
spread the good news about how
our parish seeks to build life-long
faith. Prayerfully consider how you
might become involved! Last year
we had some wonderful success
with catechist teams who job-
shared. Talk to Rob about the
details!
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school alumni living around the
country is underway. In the first
year (11/30/16 – 6/30/17) a total
of $31,446.00 was gifted. For the
current fiscal year (7/1/17 –
6/30/18) a total of $25,869.00
has been gifted to date.       

Financial supporters of the
fund can help build a robust and
sustainable annual fund for OLA
School and Child Care that will
provide recurring revenue into the
future. Gifts can be designated 
to any of three areas of support,
and can also be made in honor of
or in memory of someone special
like a parent, grandparent,
respected teacher, coach, or other
loved ones:

n Where the Need is Greatest
Gifts designated for this category
allow the school and child care
maximum flexibility in using your
donation. Funds may be used 
for teacher training, religious
instruction materials, or other 
critical needs.

n Tuition Assistance 
(The McMorran Fund)
This fund helps make a Catholic
school education more readily
available to interested families.
The McMorran Fund is a 
spendable fund created to honor
the career and dedication of long

serving principal, Arlene
McMorran, and provides tuition
assistance to demonstrated needs.

n Technology Resources
Technology is fully integrated 
in the educational experience 
of OLA students. Gifts will help
ensure that students have a 
competitive advantage in an 
ever-changing technology 
landscape, and may be used 
for hardware, software, online
resources, and training for faculty
and staff.

Annual Fund gifts are made
immediately available when 
needed, providing a level 
of flexibility for the school 
to maximize opportunities as they
arise. Donations to the fund
should be above and beyond
annual stewardship support 
for the parish. Anyone wishing 
to make a donation can contact
Laurie Seehafer at the parish
office (608-362-9066) or by 
visiting the School website at
www.olabeloit.com. Click on the
School, select Annual Fund and
click on Give Now. Any questions
can be directed to Committee
Chairperson, Tim McKearn at
608-295-0291 or
tim.mckearn@gmail.com. n

OLA School and Child
Care Annual Fund
by Aron Bussan, OLA School Graduate

In the fall of 2016, a new
OLA School Annual Fund was
established to broaden the

financial base of support for our
school, building a long-term,
renewable funding source, and
serving as an investment in our
school’s future.

Catholic schools are typically
funded through tuition, parish
support, endowment income, 
and fundraising. In the future,
fundraising efforts will need 
to substantially grow in order 
to keep tuition at an affordable
level for young families, and 
to reduce pressure on the parish
budget. For over sixty years, 
thousands of alumni from our
school have benefitted personally,
academically, and professionally,
thriving as stewards of the school’s
mission.

Since fundraising currently
represents just 6% of the school’s
budget, a compelling case can be
made for supporting our Catholic
School. The Annual Fund 
committee has focused primarily
on parishioners, however a greater
initiative to reach out to the
greater Beloit community and

A Commission 
of Its Own
by Laura Warzecha, 
Director of Pastoral Ministries

At the February 2018
meeting, OLA Pastoral
Council approved the

addition of the Pastoral Care
Commission to its overall
structure. This new consultative
body consists of anyone who
currently volunteers in the
following areas of ministry at OLA:

n Eucharistic ministry and spiritual
support to parishioners who are 
in hospitals, care facilities, and
homebound

n Health care ministries, such as
blood pressure screening and the
Moving in the Right Direction
exercise group
n Prayer chain
n Transportation to Mass
n Support ministries, such as
respite care, grief, men’s and
women’s groups
n Greeting card/phone calling
ministry

In a few short months, we
have already benefitted from this
combined effort – sharing ideas,
experiences, resources and prayer.
It is a great way to improve 

communication among those 
who volunteer in these areas 
of ministry as well as with the
parish at large. The power of God
is much more evident when we
gather as a group of dedicated
disciples at OLA.   

If you are interested in joining
this group, or any pastoral 
ministry, please contact Laura
Warzecha, Director of Pastoral
Ministries: 608-362-9066 x114 or
LauraW@OLAbeloit.com. The
commission currently meets every
first Thursday evening (except
July). n
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Human Trafficking 
by Ann Joyce,
Social Justice Commission

On May 1, the Social Justice
Commission sponsored an
informational presentation

on Human Trafficking in Rock
County. We welcomed 50
community participants as Marsha
Deitelhoff of Child Protective
Services, and Jamie Counsell,
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner at
Mercy Health System, provided
the group with information on this
difficult topic. As members of the
Rock County Anti-Human
Trafficking Task Force, they
explained that their mission is
to develop and maintain a
community network that serves  to
educate, prevent and respond to
youth who have been, or are at
risk of being trafficked.

Below are some highlights
of their presentation:
Trafficking Facts
n Human Trafficking has occurred
in all 72 counties in Wisconsin
n Rock County is vulnerable
because of its proximity to I-90/39
and those connections to
Rockford, Chicago, Madison,
Milwaukee and Minneapolis
n Milwaukee is among the top 5
nationwide sites for trafficking,
and the Super Bowl is the single
most active trafficking event
n Human Trafficking ranks second
after drug smuggling in organized
crime activities

n In 2016, 1 out of 6 runaways
reported to the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children
were likely sex trafficking victims
n Victims are American citizens
and undocumented persons

Recruiters are present in a 
variety of places
n Recruiters are usually men, but
can also be women, who pretend
to be the child’s friend,
boyfriend or girlfriend
n Sometimes “fish” for young
people on social media
n Frequently target vulnerable
young people (lonely, neglected,
abused, poor)
n Buy gifts, make promises to care
for them; tell them they’re 
attractive, they’re an adult (even if
only 13 years old); tell them their
parents do not understand them
n Are very patient, often taking
months before taking him/her
n Will use drugs to control the
young people
n Recruiters can also be a child’s
parent, grandparent, or other 
relative or family acquaintance

Victims can be anyone – 
male or female
n Victims include children and
adults – both male and female –
with the target age range of 12-
14 being groomed and sold for
sex (Youngest in Rock County was
age 5)
n Victims are coerced to act as
laborers, sex workers and 
panhandlers; most common is
sexual slavery

n 63% of sex trafficking victims
are sold online
n Sex trafficking is in Rock County

Red Flags appear in young 
people who are in plain sight
all around us 
n Chronic runaways
n Excessive amounts of cash
n Carries multiple hotel keys
n Signs of branding – tattoos or
jewelry
n Restricted or scripted 
communication with others
n Lying about age/false 
identification and/or 
inconsistencies
n Appear scared, nervous, may
not make eye contact
n Lack of knowledge about where
they are and why
n Typically has someone with
them at all times – may seem 
controlling
n Signs of psychological trauma
and abuse, anxiety, depression,
thoughts of suicide, panic attacks
or lack of emotion

What to Do if you suspect
someone is being trafficked
To report suspected sex trafficking
of a child, or sexual exploitation 
of a child, call Rock County Child
Protective Services 
at 608-757-5401.

For More Information
Website:  
www.fighthumantrafficking.org
Facebook: 
Rock County Anti-Human
Trafficking Task Force  n

OLA School Graduates
by Heidi Miller, 8th Grade Teacher

Our Lady of the Assumption
Parish School is proud to
announce its 2018 gradu-

ating class. This diverse class has
learned from each other and
grown extremely close as they
moved together through their
elementary and middle school
years. The graduates will be
attending three public schools,
and we have a student following

in her sibling’s footsteps attending
Rockford Boylan Catholic High
School. This talented class is often
featured locally in their respective
club sports and their involvement
in our band program. The class is
rounded with a musician, an artist,
numerous athletes participating
in soccer, running, basketball,
lacrosse, and softball, a robotics
guru, readers, and all are leaders
in their actions and in their faith
involvement. Good luck to the
graduating class of 2018! n
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Deaths “I have called you each by name”

Josephine DeSarbo (3-13-2018)
Patricia A. Kane (3-19-2018)
Rocco “Rocky” A. Maltese (3-31-2018)
Phyllis A. Sciacca (4-7-2018)
Betty Davis (4-27-2018)
Kelly A. Axelsen (5-11-2018)

Baptisms “You are God’s work of art”

Myles Dominic Garcia (Jesse & Jessica)
Deaglan Joseph Ziemba (Kyle & Meaghan)
Diego Angel Santos (Diego & Jessica)
Camden Thomas Churchill (Thomas & Kaela)
Sabreena Lynn Gander (Stephon & Rosalyn)
Selenna Rose Gander (Stephon & Rosalyn)
Lydia Rose Knowski (David & Rachel)
Karissa Noel Atkinson (Matt & Samantha)
Liam Daniel Perez (Jose & Katelyn)

OLA School Spring Fling
by Trevor Seivert, OLA School Principal

On April 14th OLA school
held our annual Spring
Fling at La Casa Grande

Restaurant. It was a wonderful
evening filled with a lot
of laughter with families,
parishioners and guests. Even
though it snowed on April 14,
that didn’t dampen the mood
inside.

The Spring Fling is the school’s
largest fundraiser. This year, 
we had record numbers in 
attendance. We sold 153 tickets
and had 6 guests show up at the
door. For the first year ever, we

for all of his hard work in 
gathering sponsors and donations.
Thanks to our table sponsors, 
Fr. Mike, the teachers and staff of
OLA for all of their hard work and
effort in creating the classroom
projects. We very much appreciate
our families who donated money
or sent in gift items for the 
auction items.

It certainly was an excellent
night! n

had to use the upper balcony 
of the La Casa Grande hall. We
also had 12 sponsors and more
than 50 silent and live auction
items!

Our entertainment for the
evening was a Murder Mystery.
We also had a caricature artist,
donation envelope wall and great
food and fun with families. Many
people commented on the event
and we are so thankful for the
generous support from everyone
in attendance! Because of all that
support we raised $19,847!

Special thanks to our Spring
Fling Committee and specifically
our Chairperson, Aron Bussan, 

Has something changed in your household?
Dropped land line, new address, adult children
moved away, separation or divorce? Update 
your information on the parish website, 
www.olabeloit.com. Click on the parish tab – then
the member update link, or you can also call the
parish office, 608-362-9066. Thank you for helping
to keep our records up-to-date!

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save 
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.

NOTICE!
In light of the many random 
and planned acts of violence 

in our country, most involving
guns, the parish is in the process
of evaluating our campus-wide

building security and action 
plans. We have not had, nor are
aware of any such threats but

want to be prepared should one
occur. One likely outcome will 

be locking many of our entrances
once Mass has begun. 

Listen for announcements in the
coming weeks and watch the 
bulletin for these and future 

plans as we work to keep 
everyone safe when they come 

to our parish.

                                          

randyg@olabeloit.com

