
Parish charter member
Ferd Klobucar shared an
interesting fact about the
statue. In 1954, Ferd was
project manager for the 
company that built the 
original school/temporary
church complex. He
recalled, When the white
marble statue, a replica
of the Madonna of
Murillo, arrived in Beloit
from Italy, we had to
unload it. It’s an 
interesting thing that the
statue is so delicate and
weighs almost a ton. We
had to wrap it in blankets
and use a crane to pick it off the truck and put it on
the pedestal that we had built. Ferd said he had taken
out a separate insurance policy on the statue. But we
worked to be sure we would not drop it. He said if you
look on one of the hands of the Madonna, there is a 
little nick in the end of a little finger, caused when a
strap brushed against it. (Ferd has been involved in the
construction of our parish buildings since 1954. The
company he founded, Klobucar Construction, was
selected to build the parish center and school addition
in 1981, and our new church.)                 

The Marian statue was dedicated on November 10,
1957. For about 60 years, it has been the focal point 
of our parish campus. Each year, the OLA School 
children participate in the May crowning ceremony 
in honor of Our Lady.

Lovely flowers and trees grace the setting 
continuing the hopes and vision of our first pastor, 
Fr. O’Hara.   n
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Marian Statue
by Pat Casucci

Sitting prominently in the heart of our Parish
campus is the statue of Our Lady of the
Assumption, honoring our parish patron.  

The white marble statue was imported from Italy
in 1957. It’s a replica of the world famous Madonna
created by the Spanish artist, Bartolome Esteban
Murillo. Inscribed on the plaque attached to the
statue’s four foot high pedestal are names of the people
who donated to the statue fund drive, including priests,
sisters, parishioners and friends.

OLA founding pastor, Father (later Monsignor)
Robert O’Hara had responded to the request from
Pope Pius XII during the Marian Holy Year of 1954. 
At the time, the Pope asked that Catholics worldwide
build statues, shrines and other images in honor of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. In his 1954 letter to members 
of the newly-designated OLA Parish, Fr. O’Hara referred
to the statue as our representation of our devotion 
and trust in Our Lady.

Fr. O’Hara wrote that devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary would be enlivened and added, those who
do not share our Holy Faith will at least know of the
Mother of God. He felt that this public show would
offer protection for her devout children, especially in
these trying times.

He continued, How happy will the devout 
parishioners be to have this constant reminder of Mary
before their eyes as they approach their parish church.
How happy will the parents be to know that their 
children are studying and playing within the shadow
of the image of the Heavenly Mother.

Fr. O’Hara envisioned that the statue would be set
off by beautiful trees and shrubbery, a fascinating and
pleasing contrast to the eye. He stated that passersby
on Shopiere Road and all people entering the parking
area will be edified and inspired by this image of Her
Glorious Assumption.
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

Transition at St. Stephen’s
in Clinton

As of October 1st, Fr. Bill
Connell will be taking
full retirement because

of deteriorating health. Fr. Bill will
be moving to All Saints Senior and
Assisted Living in Madison,
Wisconsin. It is a location where a
number of retired priests already
live. The Bishop in August
appointed me to be the parish
administrator until another priest
is appointed pastor which could
be in June of 2018 when other

priest assignments are made. As
administrator I will be arranging
priests to come in to celebrate the
two weekend Masses (and at
times I will go there to celebrate
the weekend Masses, as well). I
will also be doing any funerals or
weddings that are scheduled.

St. Stephen’s staff are doing
a wonderful job in keeping the
parish operating well. OLA staff
have also stepped up to assist
in any way they can.

Fr. Bill will be greatly missed
as a pastor and friend. Please
keep him and the people of
St. Stephen’s in your thoughts
and prayers.

Blessings and Farewell,
Fr. Michael A. Resop

There is more to life than merely
increasing its speed.

– Gandhi  n

Catechetical Sunday 
was celebrated in many
parishes and dioceses

around the country the
weekend of September 

16-17. It is a way to honor
the special teaching 

mission of the Church. 
We thank all those who
catechize (teach) in our
school, faith formation 
program, child care,

Liturgy of the Word for
Children, volunteer

helpers, Commission
members, RCIA team, 
and those who assist 

in Baptism and Marriage
preparation. It is important 
to recognize and reaffirm 

all those who are 
instrumental to the 
teaching mission 

of our parish.
2
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foster child for eight years and was
eventually adopted by the Sullivans.
Margaret and Charles changed my
life and made me what I am today,
she proudly stated.

She graduated from Brother
Dutton Grade School and Beloit
Catholic High School. She earned
her RN degree from St. Anthony
School of Nursing in Rockford. After
several years working as a nurse, 
Pat earned her Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing degree from St. Francis
College, Chicago. In 2016, in 
recognition of her 55 years 
of nursing, Pat was presented with
the Distinguished Alumni Award 
at the St. Anthony Nurses Alumni
Dinner in Rockford.    

Pat is the mother of four 
children – three daughters and a
son. She happily added she now has
seven grandchildren and one great
granddaughter.

When she received her 
bachelor’s in nursing degree, Pat
shared that she was 32 years old
and it was a family effort. She said,
My family included four teenagers,
I worked full time at Beloit
Memorial Hospital and I attended
school every Thursday. I loved it!

Pat was a member of St. Jude
Parish for 55 years. After moving 
to the east side of Beloit, she joined
OLA. 

Among her volunteer activities
at OLA are serving as an overnight
host for Family Promise of Greater 
Beloit (formerly Hands of Faith),
and blood pressure screening. She
encourages parishioners to say the
Rosary at home, and provides 
information cards about it, because
our Parish is devoted to Mary, she
added.  

Pat helped start the Stateline
Pregnancy Center in the 1970s 
and was one of the first nurses 
to volunteer there. She later helped
establish Hospice in Beloit.

Revealing her sense of humor,
Pat said, With my many nursing
experiences, I like to say 'I help 
you coming in to the world and 
I help you go out of this world'.
She continues to volunteer 
with these groups.

She helped begin what was

once called the Carlyle, now known
as Premier Care in Beloit. It was a
restorative rehab center, and would
have been the first one in Beloit.
But that effort was not successful,
she said. 

Project 16:49 program for 
homeless teenage girls is also on
Pat’s volunteer list.

Her first nursing job was at
Mendota State Psychiatry Hospital
in Madison. She’s worked at most 
of the local nursing homes. Some of
the best people I ever have worked
with are the nursing assistants in
these facilities. They work so hard.
They’ve got to get a decent wage,
she strongly stated. 

Pat worked 20 years at the old
and new Beloit Hospitals and then
worked 20 years at Beloit Clinic.
She also cared for her father in his
later years. 

Pat didn’t let any empty nest
syndrome take up her time as her
children left home. She wanted 
to pay back and soon was working
with AFS high school students.  

For the past 20 years, she’s 
continued her friendly, welcoming
tradition by serving as a Host Mom
for Beloit College international
exchange students. Every year she
hosts one to four students. I mainly
invite them to Sunday night 
suppers. It’s good for them and
they enjoy home cooking. I also
take them to plays and other local
events, said Pat.      

She happily stated, I highly 
recommend to everyone to be a
host parent to these students. Age
doesn’t matter.

For our Parish Festival Silent
Auction, Pat donates an invitation 
to one of these famous Sunday
night suppers. She urges people to
choose this auction prize because
the food is delicious and my 
students are so interesting.

As she shares her time and faith,
Pat exemplifies qualities such as:
being good-natured, energetic,
happy, caring, and a sense of
humor. 

Pat smiled and suggested, If 
you see ‘Herbie’ and me, give us 
a toot!" n

Volunteer Profile:
Pat Drea
by Pat Casucci

Have you seen Herbie the Love
Bug being driven around the
area by its cheerful owner?

This 2014 Volkswagen Beetle with
red and blue stripes, large eyelashes
and the number 53 on its hood
and door is proudly owned
by parishioner Pat Drea.  

The car exemplifies Pat’s 
inherent happiness, her faith and

her caring friendliness for people.
With her children, she enjoyed the
Love Bug movies. After seeing a car
similar to Herbie, she said, I just
had to have one, too.

Pat, 77 years, is an independent
provider, specializing in paralyzed
patients on ventilators. Her nursing
career has extended over the past
56 years.

Pat enthusiastically said her 
current patient is a girl with spinal
muscular atrophy. I’ve cared for her
since she was two years old, when
her life expectancy was only two
years. She’s now 10 years and is
fantastic. She goes to school. It’s
amazing, Pat said with great pride.
She works 10-hour night shifts 
caring for her patient.

I got into this type of nursing
care by accident after I retired. I’ve
continued because I see a huge
need for this specialized nursing
care, Pat stated. I've worked since I
was 14 years old. My life has been
geared to pro-life and all its stages.

With her characteristic smile
lighting her face, Pat gives all the
credit for her life accomplishments
to her adoptive parents, Margaret
and Charles Sullivan. She was a
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Dear Parishioner,

Enclosed is the Our Lady of Assumption Parish Annual Financial Report to all parish members.  
The Finance Council wishes to thank our parishioners for their generous support of time, talent, 
and treasure. Your ongoing support continues to make OLA a wonderful parish in a variety of ways.

Our goal with this letter and report is to provide you with a clear view of the Parish financial 
condition as of June 30, 2017. The report lists the past four year’s actual results along with the 
2017-2018 fiscal year budget. The Finance Council has stated it is committed to returning to zero
deficit budgets for the long-term health of the Parish and is pleased to present a balanced budget 
for 2017-2018.

This year’s budget has an increase of roughly $22,000 or 1.3% in total expenses from the actual
amount spent for 2017 fiscal year. It is important to point out that the total expense of nearly 
$1.7 million in the current budget includes almost $87,000 in funds to be spent on the upkeep 
of the property. After several years of operational deficits, we are now playing catch up on many 
much-needed maintenance projects. An additional $40,000 over the budgeted amount was spent 
in 2016-2017 on well over due projects. We hope that you can see the campus looking better. The list
of improvements can be found in this newsletter. 

Our main source of operating income is derived from the offertory envelopes and loose collection
that we receive at weekend Masses. This year we are projecting a modest 1.9% increase in giving. This 
projection is based on a greater number of people attending weekend Masses, increased participation
in On-Line Giving, and an improved response for our annual stewardship pledge program. Last year
was the first year of the Annual School Fund and the committee raised over $31,000. These additional
funds provided for security upgrades in the school, risers in the music room, as well as tuition 
assistance. This year the Annual School Fund committee will be reaching out to more individuals.
Our investment portfolio saw gains from the prior year with the total funds increasing by almost
$224,000 exclusive of planned distributions north of $80,000.

Key Points moving forward:
n Balanced budget is expected for the current fiscal year ending June 2018.
n Stewardship Campaign continuing to yield positive results
n The School Development Committee continuing to work towards increasing school enrollment and 

increasing funds raised with the Annual School Fund
n With Fr. Mike Resop’s leadership we continue to increasing the communication and information flow 

among all parish committees and councils 

The OLA Finance Council hopes that this report format gives you a clear understanding of the
parish’s financial condition and stability. We thank you for your support and welcome your input.

OLA Finance Council

          



5

 



OLA Revamps Faith
Formation Team
by Jo Ribordy

Geno Finn’s recent
departure to get married
left our parish with a

position on our staff to fill.
Fortunately, there were
opportunities right in our midst.
Our new Faith Formation Team
has been revamped with some
familiar names and faces.

Most folks already know Adam
Gracyalny who is the part-time
music teacher at OLA School. He
agreed to return last fall after his
replacement resigned after only a
few weeks of work, leaving the
school in a difficult position.
To continue to fulfill that
role and give Adam a 
full-time position at the
parish, he has accepted
the role of Youth
Coordinator. He will be
responsible for extra
youth group activities
such as Frassati Fest, Love
Begins Here, and retreats,
as well as regular monthly
youth group events.  

Adam will gather the
middle school students for fun, 
fellowship, and prayer after 5:00
Mass the second Saturday of each
month, so mark October 14th 
on your calendar if you are in 
middle school. High School Faith

Formation classes will start 
on October 1 and Adam will be
coordinating youth events for this
group as well. In addition to the
high school and middle school
groups, he will also be establishing
a young adult group 
for our Beloit College 
students. Please watch 
for details from Adam
about these and other
special events and youth
activities. 

In addition to Adam,
Mary Jeanne Olsen
(Rob’s wife) has also been
added to the Faith
Formation Team. She 
had been working 
at St. Benedict’s Parish in Fontana
in the Milwaukee Archdiocese for

the past 11 years in
RCIA, Human Concerns 
Ministry, and Adult
Education. She brings
30 years of ministry
experience to us, as
well as needed Spanish
language assistance.
MJ, as a lot of people
call her (even Rob), will
take on part-time hours
helping us in RCIA and

adult enrichment.
Mary Jeanne was born and

raised in Philadelphia. She began
her career in service as a member
of the Jesuit Volunteer Corps
teaching science at inner city

schools in Newark, NJ. After
earning her degree in theology,
and as a member of Maryknoll,
she became the Director of
Mission Project Services in NYC,
which was a global mission 

funding resource for
many mission groups
and congregations. 
Rob and MJ were 
married in 1994 and
she took a position
with the Diocese 
of Rockford Catholic
Charities Office. In the
late 1990’s, working 
for the Joliet Diocese
Social Justice Office, 
she organized several

Medical Mission trips to Sucre,
Bolivia – to help build a new 
hospital there. Rob and Mary
Jeanne are grateful for the
blessings of working in ministry,
and especially now, being able
to work together in the same
parish is a gift they treasure.  

Rob Olsen will continue as
Director of Faith Formation and
Jean Nosek will continue to keep
the administrative tasks on track.
The group is excited about their
new team and hopes to better
serve the parish’s Faith Formation
needs. n
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Summer Wrap Up!
by Rachel Shepherd,
Child Care Director

Special thanks to Sonya Baden
with Beloit Parks and
Recreation, and also thanks

to Cassandra, Skylar, Ciara,
Lance and Nolan for volunteering
for Beloit’s Dirty Dash Event! OLA
School was a marketing sponsor
this year and we had such a great
time watching many familiar faces
while they were racing! Welcome
Back Saints! n
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What’s New In 
Faith Formation
by Rob Olsen, 
Director of Faith Formation

Many, many, years ago, I
wrote a brief description
in the parish bulletin

where I was a catechist about
some exciting new things coming
to the CCD program. (FYI: CCD
stands for Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine and it is what
we now call Faith Formation.)
The bulletin blurb was all about 2
VHS players and TVs the parish
had acquired and how we would
be getting VHS tapes over time
to use for classes. Catechists were
excited because it would add
to the filmstrip projector collection
with the vinyl records that would
beep when you needed to click to
the next frame. We also had a
Kodak Carousel projector and
some trays of slides. (I am starting
to sound like my Grandpa when
he talked about his first 1938
Massey Harris tractor.)

What I am excited about 
in 2017 at OLA is a new online
resource for our parish called
FORMED. It is an incredible 
collection of Catholic content 
you can access 24/7 on your 
computer. There is also an app 
for mobile devices. It has been
described as Netflix for Catholics.
OLA has a parish subscription,
which means that parishioners
have full, free access to the entire
library of Bible and study series,
full length movies, audio books

and Kindle, video cartoons for kids
and a large resource of materials
in Spanish. I’ve barely begun to
explore all the options I especially
want to use for High School 
sessions and RCIA. I think I’m
going to need a FORMED
marathon weekend just for the
movies I want to watch. Rather
than me tell you all there is, just
go to the site and sign up.
Remember it is free and easy, 
even for a “geezer” like me. 
Here’s how:

n Visit www.formed.org with a 
web browser

n Click on Register (lower right 
of the page)

n Enter our parish access code:    
G68FXG (it is case sensitive)

n Enter your email 
n Fill out the info and create a 

password (you need this 
to login later)

n Browse the content and 
get started!

Our school teachers and 
catechists are already signing up
but it is for EVERYONE to use, 
anytime!  

Another goal is for folks 
to gather in small faith-sharing
groups, where they explore a
topic, movie or series. The 
possibilities are awesome. We’re
just learning too: you can help us
by letting us know how you use it,
how you like it, and how we can
help you. (P.S. We still use that
1938 Massey from time to time
and I think I saw one of those
filmstrip projectors on Antique
Roadshow.)  n

What Else Is New?

n Please look for details about the
new monthly Faith Formation
6:15-7:30PM series, especially 
for parents, while their kids are 
in FF class. The first is called
Practice Makes Catholic on 
October 18.

n As excited as we are about the
new technology, we are also
aware of the challenges that the
Internet, social media, and video
gaming can have in our society.
Join us for: Parenting in a
Technology Driven World on
November 8, with guest speaker
Justin Bangert, a licensed Christian 
family therapist with much 
expertise in this area. 

n Faith Formation classes 1-8
Wednesday nights began
September 13, but you can still 
register! Call or email the Faith
Formation Office.

n All High School FF classes will
take place at 11:45AM-1:15PM
right after the 10:30 Mass 
beginning October 1. This
includes freshmen, sophomores
and juniors. 

n We will be confirming 
sophomores and juniors in the
Spring of 2018. 

What’s Been Happening at OLA?
This summer has seen a lot of activity on the OLA campus. Just this month a new security system has been
installed at the school, child care and administration center. We can now see what is happening at all the
entrances 24/7 for added security. The eaves and fascia were painted on the school and administration

center as well as the outside windows of the chapel. The sidewalks throughout the campus were  
mud-jacked to level uneven areas and the cement at the main entrance to the church and school 

was replaced due to cracking and unevenness. We are very grateful for your generosity through regular
giving and the OLA School Annual Fund which enabled all of these projects to be completed. The beauty
of the campus is noticed and spoken of by those who are here regularly, as well as visitors. Thank you! n
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Deaths “I have called you each by name”

Leonard Zimmerman (6-13-17)
George S. Tatge (6-30-2017)
William “Billy” J. Boyce (7-2-2017)
James L. Bacus (7-12-2017)
Edward J. Ennocenti (7-19-2017)
Leatryce A. Barrett (7-20-2017)
Donald J. Starling (7-17-2017)
Anne L. Hartlaub  (8-19-2017)
Betty McKenney (9-6-2017)

Baptisms “You are God’s work of art”

Mayah Kalli Phillips (Chad & Desiree)
Victoria Valeria Ruiz Perez (Luis & Vanesa)
Blair Mabel Bond (Bradley & Anita)
Henry Michael Engibous (Michael & Morgan)
Cora Mae Gomez (Robert & Melissa)
Emilia Nicole Arellano (Javier & Nicole)
Juliana Sophia Arellano (Javier & Nicole)
Santiago Ethan Torres-Perez (Alonzo & Guadalupe)
Alexander Anaya Madalozzo (Ricardo & Ina)

From Maintenance 
to Mission
by Laura Warzecha, 
Director of Pastoral Ministries

Our Lady of the Assumption
is a wonderful parish!
We are blessed with many

vibrant ministries, outreach
activities, social events, and
liturgies. We have a beautiful
campus, admirable school and
childcare programs, awesome
parishioners, a pretty amazing
pastor, great staff & leadership
team and a generous budget. We
are blessed and we are busy! So
busy that I wonder if the average
parishioner actually knows all of
what goes on around here, much
less those of us who are here day
in and day out.

One day last September, 
the Pastoral Staff was given the
rare opportunity to simply stop. 
We attended a workshop 
in Milwaukee entitled: From
Maintenance to Mission. Among
other things, we were able 

Disciples, taken straight from 
Pope Francis’ exhortation, The Joy 
of the Gospel. All of us, by virtue
of our baptism, are missionary 
disciples. (Mt 28:19) Together,
with the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, we will continue to explore
how we can live as Disciples of
Christ and be a parish of mission
for our community and world. n

to reflect and ask questions,
which, basically, boiled down 
to one: Is everything that we do
at OLA what God wants us to do?

We are doing amazing things,
but deep down in our hearts we
are realizing that a lot of what we
are doing is sheer “busy-ness” and
not helping people encounter
Jesus, enter more deeply into a
relationship with God or become
disciples in the Church. 

For a good part of last year,
the staff, together with our
Pastoral Council and Commission
Chairs, has been reading and 
discussing the subject of moving
from a parish of maintenance 
to one permanently in a state 
of mission. We have learned a lot,
but have only just begun. 

We need your help. We have
chosen a new parish vision 
statement: Living as Missionary

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save 
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.

Cluster celebration
of the Anointing 

of the Sick: 
Wed., October 25,

11:00AM

at St. Thomas.

2nd Annual Thanksgiving Day Dinner
Thursday, November 23

Watch Sunday Bullrtin for details.

                                               

randyg@olabeloit.com

