
to succeed, take what I teach and apply it to their own
life, to grow throughout life.

She enjoys teaching third grade. The kids can do
more individually and they can discover things on their
own. Their comments about things can be so funny. And
they have so much energy, she said.  

It’s no secret that Penzi really likes OLA School and
being a teacher. She’s grateful the students, families, 
faculty and staff are friendly and caring. The small class
size has fewer challenges and allows me to have time 
to work with the students, she said. 

I think OLA parents are excellent. They are willing 
to help in the classroom when needed. I appreciate  that
the parents are so good at helping their child get
assigned work completed, she said.

Penzi keeps in close contact with the OLA students
that she graduated with in 2008. With her delightful
smile, she admitted, It’s kind of weird to come back 
to teach, to be on the other side. It’s getting easier for me
to call my former teachers by their first names.

A few experiences gave her inspiration to become a
teacher. In high school, she was in a program where 
students assisted teachers in grade school classrooms. 
I found I liked this. Also, my Mom encouraged me 
to consider teaching, saying ‘you’re good at this.’ It
opened my eyes to what I might like for a career, she said.

At Augustana College, Penzi participated in a group
that helped raise money for Camp Kesein, for children
who had a parent who had cancer. 

In her free time Penzi enjoys zumba workouts. 
She mentioned a future project. In college I wrote,

illustrated and had to bind my own children’s book. Some
day I’d like to write a children's book, she said.

Principal Trevor Seivert said when Penzi applied 
for the teaching position, the interview committee looked
forward to her interview as many of them knew her when
she was a student. With Ms. Penzi being a former student
at OLA, it’s such a joy to see her come full circle and now
teach at her alma mater. She has amazing enthusiasm in
the classroom and enjoys teaching. OLA is very pleased to
have Ms. Penzi as part of our school and we know she
has a bright future ahead of her. n
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Caitlin Penzi, 3rd Grade Teacher
by Pat Casucci

Caitlin Penzi hit the ground running when she was
hired to teach third grade at OLA School. It was a
week and a half before school started, so I had to

put my feet on the floor and say ‘here we go!’ said Penzi,
revealing her happy enthusiasm. She added, I had to get
into the mindset right away.

She had graduated from Augustana College in Rock
Island, Il, in Spring, 2016, earning her Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Elementary Education and a minor in Spanish.
She spent the summer teaching at a Roscoe pre-school. 

With her parents, Sheri and Paul Penzi and brother
Christopher, she’s an OLA Parish member. Caitlin 
attended OLA School from pre-K through eighth grade
and graduated from Hononegah High School.

Reflecting a moment, Penzi noted, In a way, I think I
was brought here for a reason. Not only did I attend OLA
School, but I replaced third grade teacher, Julie Geiger,
who retired. She was coincidentally my third grade
teacher.

As a new teacher, Penzi 
realized, In my college classes and
student teaching, I learned so
much. But I never thought about
all the things a teacher has to
deal with in her own classroom.
She’s thankful for her school men-
tor, OLA teacher Barb Weston.

Penzi explained that she works
to create a positive learning 
experience for all her students.
My real challenge is learning how
students learn, at each child’s
level, and how best to help them.

She established classroom discipline right away. 
I knew I must be strict in the classroom. However, she 
also strives to have a balance. I want the kids to feel they
can come to me, that I care, that I am there for them,
she said.

Continuing to share her goals, Penzi said, I like the
fact that I’m able to help kids grow, to help with their
decisions about who they want to be. I want a child 
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Caitlin Penzi with
Valentine bags made by
her 3rd grade class

                                                              



Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

Maintenance to Mission

Maintenance to Mission is
a topic that the leaders of
the parish are discussing.

A key component to that effort is
how we invite people to share
in that mission to spread the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Our Lady of the Assumption
Parish has been known in this
community as a parish of 
hospitality since its inception. That
hospitality is extended to our own
members, to visitors and guests,
and through our social justice
ministry to others in the 
community and beyond.

Essential to that hospitality are
our efforts to provide a warm and

welcoming atmosphere for those
who gather on our campus. Over
the last several months, there 
have been several campus projects
and improvements initiated 
and completed or soon to be
completed which will serve 
to continue to create that place 
of hospitality. Those projects
include: repairing sidewalks, 
sealcoating the cracks on both
parking lots and driveways, 
striping the parking lots and 
landscaping, along with creating a
drainage ditch along the back
parking lot. Inside projects include
new carpet in parts of the
Administration Center and Child
Care, re-coating the gym floor,
insulating and dry walling the
principal office, putting power
handicapped access on the back
parking lot door and essential
maintenance to the HVAC and
sewer systems.

We are grateful for those who
have offered their stewardship in
many different ways: Mike Fallon
and Les Blumreich, who continue

to keep our campus clean and
looking its best. Mel Wirkus, as he
continues to give so generously of
his talent and in the landscaping
that he provides. Dick Schneider,
for his generous sharing of time
and talent in helping with the
upkeep and maintenance and the
Finance Council, who have
approved these efforts. We are
grateful for their insights and
guidance. Many others have
offered their hard work and time
in painting, cleaning, and many
other improvements. All this could
not have been accomplished 
without their hard work and 
dedication.

As we go forward, I want to
offer my gratitude personally and
on behalf of all those who gather
on our campus for prayer, 
education, and social activities.
Hospitality is a trademark of our
Christian heritage and is the 
catalyst for all of us to move from
maintenance to mission.
Fr. Mike  n
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Spotlight on Caritas
by Ann Schroeder, 
OLA Caritas Representative

As part of your Lenten
sacrifice, please consider
beefing-up (no pun

intended) your ongoing donations
to support Caritas. I invite you to
attend a Caritas meeting to learn
about our activities. Have you
toured Caritas? Please contact me
with any comments or questions.
Ann Schroeder – 815-624-0666 or
jcsaos@charter.net. Thank you.
The following letter was received
from Donna Ambrose, Caritas
Executive Director:

Dear Partner in Faith
Caritas is on a mission! We’re

looking to expand and strengthen
our partnerships with the faith
community – the very community

that introduced our mission 
to Beloit back in 1974! From 
humble beginnings in a church
basement closet, to our current
location on Prairie Avenue, we’ve
come a long way! 

The services we provide and
the location of our organization
has changed over the years, but
one thing that hasn’t changed is
our commitment to serving the
most vulnerable among us. Sadly,
poverty is still widespread in the
Stateline Area, but that has not
discouraged us from finding new
and innovative ways to eliminate
barriers that so many of our 
visitors struggle with on a daily
basis. To continue our strong 
history of “Sharing the Necessities
of Life” we need the help of 
congregations like yours to help
us continue to move our mission
forward. 

We’re proud of our history
with your congregation. 
Please explore our website 
caritasbeloit.org to learn more
about the services we provide our
neighbors in need. We currently
provide our food pantry on Prairie
Avenue, monthly food bags to 
residents of Olympian Village and
Village East, food for families 
at Hackett School, volunteers to
staff the Second Harvest food
pantry at Merrill School weekly
(now also open to families of
Todd School in need of food), 
food for the homeless and 
unaccompanied of Beloit
Memorial High School.  n

Sincerely,
Donna Ambrose
Executive Director 

                             



Immigration Issues:
Beloit and Beyond 
by Ellen Joyce,
Social Justice Commission

On January 24, the Social
Justice and Education
Commissions combined

our energies to sponsor a panel
discussion about immigration.
The speakers included Dr. Beatrice
McKenzie of Beloit College, a
historian who specializes in issues
of citizenship and immigration,
two OLA parishioners who are
immigrants to this country, and
Rob Olsen, who grounded our
discussion in the context of
Catholic Social Teaching. Dr.
McKenzie provided an overview
of the process for becoming a
citizen, which usually takes several
years, and the rigorous test about
the Constitution and basic English
that applicants spend months
preparing to pass. Two immigrant
members of the parish then told
their stories about coming to this
country, their hard work here, and
their prolonged efforts to attain
legal documentation. They spoke
of their fears that recent political
changes might take away their
legal status and force the
separation of their families. Each
expressed great gratitude for the
welcoming and supportive
communities of OLA Parish and
School.

Finally Rob Olsen, our 
Director of Faith Formation, 
spoke about the support that the
Catholic Church in the United
States has always offered to 
immigrants – support that is 
rooted in the Scriptures and in the
principle of “solidarity” – one of
the fundamental values of the
Church’s social doctrine. His
remarks were based on the 
writings and statements of several
recent popes and on the 
documents released by the United
States Conference of Catholic
Bishops in the last three decades.  

A handout from the U.S. 
bishops’ conference distributed 
at the panel begins with the 
following quotation from Pope
Benedict XVI: I want to encourage
you and your communities 
to continue to welcome the 
immigrants who join your ranks
today, to share their joys and
hopes, to support them in their
sorrows and trials, and to help
them flourish in their new home.
(Celebration of Vespers and
Meeting with the Bishops of the
United States of America, April,
2008). Other materials published
by the bishops refer to the right 
of all people to migrate across
borders when their home 
countries become unsafe or when
they can no longer make a living
there. Since 2004 the bishops
have been calling on Congress
and the President to make 

immigration policies that make it
easier for immigrants to legalize
their status, keep immigrant 
families together, and address the
conditions around the world that
compel people to leave their
homes out of desperation.

Since the November elections,
many immigrants in our 
community have become very
anxious about their futures and
especially about how they will
keep their families together and
provide for them. People from
every nation are part of our family
at OLA: they worship with us, they
send their children to our school,
and their presence among us
enriches our community. They
deserve our support and our warm
welcome in a time of fear and
uncertainty.

If you would like to learn 
more about the Church’s position
on Immigration in the U.S., 
please visit the bishops’ websites
on the topic: http://justiceforim-
migrants.org/ and
http://www.usccb.org/about/migr
ation-and-refugee-
services/index.cfm. If you would
like to participate in the Social
Justice Commission’s efforts to
support immigrants in our area
and to get to know our neighbors
better, please contact Ellen Joyce
(eejoyce66@gmail.com) or Laura
Warzecha in the parish office 
for meeting times and ideas about
how you can help. n
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Grow with Us This
Summer
by Rachel Shepherd
Child Care and Education Center

To register for FUTURE open-
ings, call OLA Child Care
Center at 608-368-2835 or

rachels@olabeloit.com.   n
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Lent, Deepening Our
Compassion and
Embrace with God
by Rob Olsen, 
Director of Faith Formation

If there is one element that most
people identify with us as
Catholics, it is the practice of

Lent. Other denominations have
Lenten practices, many are the
same or similar to ours. Other
religions also have specific periods
of fasting or atonement. But a
Baptist friend once said to me Lent
seems more of a Catholic thing.

Traditionally the Season of
Lent is a call to deepen our faith
through practices of penance,
sacrifice, fasting and almsgiving,
and prayer. When I was much
younger I sometimes thought of
Lent as a “boot camp” of sorts. I
would approach it as 40 days of
spiritual rigor, to shape up, and
perhaps impress God. REALLY…
impress God with our rigor? The
root meaning of rigor connotes
stiffness, rigidity, cold strictness,
and severe or harsh and hard
exactitude. I can think of only two
possible ways to impress God:
to have a life and deeds lived
with love and compassion; and
to embrace our suffering and
sorrows with grace, faith, and
hope. Compassion and embrace
seem the opposite of rigor. How
can the practices of Lent deepen
our compassion and embrace
with God?

Penance: Penance begins with
an examination of conscience and
a genuine desire to overcome the
obstacles that block our journey 
of faith. Quite a number of years
ago in an RCIA class about the
Sacrament of Penance I wrote the
three words we often interchange
for the same Sacrament on the
board. I described them as three
parts of a single Sacrament:
Confession: Admission of our sins
and brokenness before God and
seeking forgiveness.
Penance: Genuine desire to
overcome and make up for those
obstacles or offenses.

Reconciliation: Nothing we do,
but it is God’s merciful action to
make us whole.

You could see the light 
bulb come on for one of the 
candidates. He went to the board
and circled the first letter of each
word I get It! It is C.P.R. for the
soul! The light bulb came on 
for all of us. Please take advantage
of the opportunities in our area
parishes to revive your soul. It is
God who impresses and embraces
us with his compassion, love, and
mercy.

Sacrifice, Fasting, and
Almsgiving: In giving up we are
meant to acknowledge our
hungers. Feeling hunger in some
physical way can express the
deeper reality of our hunger for
God in our lives, and the very real
hunger of so many poor in our
world. It is why fasting is not just
for our own sake, but for the sake
of the community. Others, rather
than give something up, choose
to do something more…to go the
extra mile. Either way, our small 
sacrifices can be linked to the
needs and care for others and the
world through special almsgiving.
We may choose to support our
local Caritas food pantry or the
wonderful global efforts of CRS
(Catholic Relief Service) through
Operation Rice Bowl, or another
venue of our choosing.

Prayer: Prayer is what links
everything together. Prayer is the
intimacy with God we need 
to grow in His compassion and
embrace. As always there is the
opportunity to attend Mass, 
even daily! We also will have the
familiar Little Black Books of daily
reflections available in English and
Spanish. Also, do not forget the
devotions of Stations of The Cross
and Adoration in our area 
parishes. In addition, this season
we are offering some very special
opportunities to deepen our
prayer life.

Lenten Scripture Study: All
are invited to pray, reflect and
share faith on the Sunday

Scriptures. Morning 9:30AM and
evening 6:00PM times are offered
on Tuesdays, March 7, 14, 21, 28,
April 4. We will gather in the
chapel area. Resources will be 
provided, and there is no charge.
Sessions are structured so you 
can attend one or as many as 
you wish. 

Book Study: Thanks to the 
generosity of a parish couple, we
are making available 400+ copies
of the new book Resisting
Happiness, by noted Catholic
author and speaker Matthew Kelly.
Matthew is the founder of the
Dynamic Catholic Institute and his
latest book is an inspiring, down-
to-earth, practical resource to
energize our faith. People are free
to take and use the book as they
please, but we especially want 
to encourage you to join with
other friends or parishioners 
to explore and share your faith.
The book is structured into 37
short, 3-8 page chapters, that
could easily be accomplished, read
as one-a-day during the 40 days
of Lent. It is highly recommended
that you sign up for a free online
program of inspirational videos
and practical tips based on the
book. Sign up at BestLentEver.com.

We also want to offer folks the
opportunity for further sharing
with other parishioners. On
Thursday, March 9 and Thursday,
March 23 we will have book 
discussion times in Assumption
Hall for anyone who might like 
to join together to discuss the
book. We will have 1 hour sessions
at 9:30AM and again at 6:00PM
to try to accommodate various
schedules.

However we take part 
in the opportunities of Lent, 
may we come to the ever deeper
realization that it is not us who
possess or impress God. It is God
who chooses us! It is God who
desires to impress and embrace us
with His mercy and love through
the sacrifice of Jesus!  n

                                                 



Fish Fry every Friday during Lent.
5:00-7:00 p.m. in Assumption Hall.

Youth Ministry Update 
by Geno Finn,
Youth Minister

Confirmation Retreat
The weekend was December

3rd and 4th, 2016. It was a cold
and snowy weekend. Thirty-five 
of the Confirmation students 
rode a bus up to Camp Gray 
in Reedsburg, WI having no idea
what they were getting them-
selves into. This was a wonderful
weekend for these teens to get
away from all the distractions and
enter into retreat, the weekend full
of talks and prayer geared toward
their preparation for Confirmation.
They were able to receive the
Lord’s mercy in Confession, spend
time in Adoration with Him, and
receive Christ in the Eucharist at
Mass. Many hearts were changed
that weekend. Please keep these
teens in your prayers as they 
continue to prepare for
Confirmation on May 3.

Frassati Fest Recap
From February 3rd to 5th,

Super Bowl weekend, most people
were probably preparing for the
big game. They were out buying

snacks and drinks, getting their
houses ready for a big party.
About 250 teens and 50 adults
were making a different kind of
preparation. They were preparing
their hearts for something more.
They were preparing for the 
greatest feast: heaven!

Eight teens from OLA went up
to the Kalahari to attend Frassati
Fest. Throughout the weekend 
it was great to witness these teens
transform. Friday night, the main
speaker challenged the teens to
open up to the Lord’s will and
plan for the weekend. The Lord
poured Himself out for these teens
and all they had to do was open
their hearts a little bit and He
would burst right in. They were 
challenged the rest of the 
weekend to rise up and be 
disciples of Christ. Saturday 

morning we split up into men’s
and women’s talks. This was a
great opportunity for each of
them to discuss the problems we
face as men and women. We took
much of the time to pray for each
other in the room. It helped lift
each other up as children of God.
Saturday afternoon was a joyous
time in the waterpark. Saturday
night we had Adoration and
Confession. Finally on Sunday, we
ended by celebrating Mass with
Bishop Morlino. In his homily, he
challenged the teens to enter into
silence more often. It is in this
silence we can better hear the
Lord speak to us. As a youth 
minister it is a joy to see these
teens get on fire for the Lord. 

I want to thank the many 
people who donated to help keep
the cost of this event down for the
teens. They greatly appreciated it.
I also want to thank two of our
own teens, Hailey and Hannah
Vanden Branden, who were part
of the planning team. We spent
the months leading up to this
amazing event planning and exe-
cuting the many details involved
with such a large undertaking.
Next year we hope to double our
attendance from the parish!  n
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Please keep our First Communion
and Confirmation candidates 

in your Prayers
Communion Masses: April 30 

at 10:30am Mass, 
May 6 & 7 all Masses

Confirmation: Wednesday 
May 3 at 7:00PM

Annual Catholic Appeal

By now, you should have all
received a letter from the
diocese regarding the Annual

Catholic Appeal (ACA). This year’s
appeal We Will Serve the Lord has
a goal of $3,200,000 with OLA’s
goal set at $61,012. Funds from
the ACA are used to support a
wide variety of programs and
offices including Catholic
Charities, the Office of Schools,
Camp Gray, Youth Ministry,
Worship/Diocesan Choir,

Evangelization & Religious
Formation, Family Ministries and
more. Funds raised in excess of
the goal are returned to parishes
in the diocese through grant pro-
grams. Commitment weekend is
March 18-19. Please be as gener-
ous as possible to allow for contin-
ued diocesan support of many of
our programs. For more informa-
tion on the ACA visit the diocesan
website at
www.madisondiocese.org/aca. n

Choir Euchre Party 
Saturday, March 25, 6:30PM in Assumption Hall

This is a “traveling” euchre game where the winners will move to the next table. Prizes
given for high and low totals at the end of the night. Tickets are $15 each and include
snacks, beer, soda and other beverages, a sandwich plate at “halftime” and an evening 

of great fun. Contact the Administration Center, Randy or a choir member for tickets.  n
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Tuesday, students and their
Moms met in Assumption Hall 
for doughnuts. It was PJ Day, so it
was easy to get to school early 
for Moments with Mom. In the
afternoon, the students watched
Zootopia as they relaxed in their
pajamas.

Wednesday students came
dressed as their favorite superhero
and played Buddy Bingo in the
afternoon.

Thursday was OLA Spirit 
Wear Day and the all-school Mass.
There was a fierce game of volley-
ball in the afternoon, featuring the
Staff vs. the 8th Grade. I’m happy
to report that once again the OLD
FOLKS prevailed!

Friday started at 7:15AM

with Doughnuts with Dads.
Students wore their favorite team’s
jersey and brought a can of soup
for Caritas for Souper Bowl Jersey
Day. OLA Fest (formerly known as
Rebel Fest) started at 1:45 in the
afternoon. It featured carnival
games, face painting, ice cream,
raffles, and more! The eighth
grade class uses the profits
to purchase a gift for the school.

The celebration wrapped up
on Saturday night with an Open
House at the school and 
a Pasta Fest in Assumption Hall. 
If you paid attention you would
have seen a former OLA principal
cooking in the kitchen and 
another principal feasting 
on the tasty pasta. You could have
been served by Father Mike! n

OLA Celebrates Catholic
Schools Week – January
29 through February 4
by Jo Ribordy-Christofferson

National Catholic Schools
Week is the annual
celebration of Catholic

education in the United States.
It has been celebrated since 1974
and starts the last Sunday
in January and runs through the
week. The theme for National
Catholic Schools Week this year
was Catholic Schools:
Communities of Faith, Knowledge
and Service. The week celebrates
the value Catholic education
provides to young people and its
contributions to our church, our
communities, and our nation.
OLA School enjoyed the week!

The celebration began on
Sunday, January 29. OLA students
and their families came together
to kick off CSW at the 10:30AM

Mass. Students filled all the 
liturgical roles for the Mass and
the middle school students sang 
in the choir.

Monday was
Wacky Hair Day!
Each class showed
their school pride
by wearing their
class color. The
afternoon featured
a Geography Bee. Congrats to
Peter Breiten, this year’s winner.
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Lenten Schedule
• Lenten Scripture Study every Tuesday from 9:30-10:30AM and 6:00-7:00PM in Assumption Hall

• OLA School Stations of the Cross every Friday at 2:00PM except March 24 & 31

Wednesday, March 1 Ash Wednesday Masses with distribution of ashes at 8:15AM and 7:00PM

Saturday, March 4 Private Reconciliation at 9:00AM

Sunday, March 5 Rite of Election at 3:00PM, St. John the Baptist in Waunakee
Tuesday, March 7 Hands of Faith Volunteer Dinner & Annual Meeting 6:00PM

Wednesday, March 8 Stations of the Cross at 6:30PM

Thursday, March 9 Resisting Happiness Book Study 9:30AM and 6:00PM in Assumption Hall
Saturday, March 11 Private Reconciliation 9:00AM Hospitality after 5:00PM Mass

Sunday, March 12 Hospitality after Masses
High School Communal Penance at 11:45AM

Wednesday, March 15 City-wide Lenten Ecumenical Service at 7:00PM (No Stations tonight)
Thursday, March 16 Adoration and Benediction 8:45-9:45AM in the Chapel
Saturday, March 18 Private Reconciliation 9:00AM

Wisconsin High School Catholic Youth Rally  Carroll College, Waukesha
Sunday, March 19 Wisconsin Middle School Catholic Youth Rally  Carroll College, Waukesha

Wednesday, March 22 Stations of the Cross at 6:30PM

Thursday, March 23 Resisting Happiness Book Study 9:30AM and 6:00PM in Assumption Hall
Cluster Communal Penance Service 7:00PM at St. Jude’s

Saturday, March 25 Private Reconciliation 9:00AM

Sunday, March 26 High School Youth Night 6:15-7:45PM in Assumption Hall
March 27-31 OLA School Spring Break

Tuesday, March 28 Cluster Communal Penance Service 7:00PM at St. Stephen’s
Wednesday, March 29 Stations of the Cross at 6:30PM

Adoration and Benediction 7:00-8:00PM in the Chapel
Saturday, April 1 Cluster Communal Penance Service 9:00AM at OLA
Tuesday, April 4 Cluster Women Evening of Reflection 5:00PM Mass then dinner & speaker at OLA

Wednesday, April 5 Stations of the Cross at 6:30PM

Saturday, April 8 Private Reconciliation 9:00AM

Sunday, April 9 Palm Sunday
Tuesday, April 11 Private Reconciliation 4:00-5:00PM

Join us in celebrating the most sacred days of the Church Year, the Sacred Triduum:

Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:30PM followed by  
April 13 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 10:00PM

Good Friday Service at 1:00PM
April 14 Tenebrae at 7:00PM

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil at 8:00PM (No 5:00PM Mass)
April 15

Easter Sunday Masses at 8:00AM & 10:30AM
April 16
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Deaths “I have called you each by name”

Mary A. Wywialowski (12-21-2016)
Marion A. Nelson (12-29-2016)
Patricia A. Johnson (1-5-2017)
Chris A. Strand (1-10-2017)
Brenda Hanson (2-9-2017)
Karl I. Salzberg (2-15-2017)

Baptisms “You are God’s work of art”

Anaya Marianna Clark (Cory & Maria)
Cory Lavelle Clark (Cory & Maria)
Alexa Jean Burke (Michael & Erin)
Brandon Laron Hyler III (Brandon & Rubisela)
Knox James Ehret (Brett & Andrea)
Jase Michael Abbott (Trevor & Alicia)
Kaydence Alleeah Abbott (Trevor & Alicia)

OLA School...Forward
in Faith
by Tim McKearn 

In late summer of 2016, we
conducted a vitality assessment
of OLA School. We interviewed

a cross section of parish members
and school alumni one on one.

From the study we learned
that people believe: 
n The school offers a high quality 

academic environment
n The school has strong faculty 

and staff
n Catholic values are at the 

heart of the school’s work
n The school emphasizes a family 

atmosphere with smaller class 
sizes
We also learned of two 

primary concerns:
n The enrollment of the school
n The school’s revenue

To build on these attributes
and address these concerns, a new
school development effort was
formed and it has broken its 
work into two focus areas. One
sub-committee is focusing on 
marketing and enrollment 
management. There is a role for

you that to date we have raised
about $18,194.00 in gifts and
commitments towards our
$25,000 goal. $2,000 has been
offered to match gifts from school
alumni.

Gifts can be designated 
to a general “where the need 
is greatest fund”, a school 
technology fund or tuition 
assistance through the McMorran
Fund. You can also make your gift
in honor of or in memory of
someone special in your lives.
Support for our parish budget
should always be our top priority,
therefore: these gifts would be
above and beyond your parish
support.

We’re encouraged by the
progress being made by both 
subcommittees and for the 
support being shown. In the long
run, we believe these efforts will
make the school stronger and help
reduce pressure on the parish
budget. On behalf of the OLA
School Development Committee, 
I thank you for all you do in 
support of Catholic Education. n

each of us in this effort and that is
to simply recommend that families
consider exploring OLA as an
option for their children. The
other sub-committee has been
focused on the creation of a new
OLA School Annual Fund. 
By now you have likely received 
a brochure in the mail that goes
into greater detail about the hows
and whys of our Annual Fund. You
can find more information about
this at the parish website under
the school tab. 

The materials you received
asked you to consider praying for
our school’s success, volunteering
to help the work of our school
development committees and 
providing financial support to
grow the annual fund. Last fall we
quietly began rolling out the new
annual fund concept to staff and
committees of the parish and
school as well as some selected
alumni and the results have been
encouraging. I’m pleased to tell

Has something changed in your household?
Dropped land line, new address, adult children
moved away, separation or divorce? Update 
your information on the parish website, 
www.olabeloit.com. Click on the parish tab – then
the member update link, or you can also call the
parish office, 608-362-9066. Thank you for helping
to keep our records up-to-date!

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save 
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.

                                             

randyg@olabeloit.com

