
Wolfe often assists with parish maintenance, is a
Eucharistic Minister, and acts as a lector on Sunday
mornings. He also assists with
Hands of Faith, of which he
says, That’s mainly my wife’s
push. I assist, because I don’t
cook! But when she does things
voluntarily, I’ll go assist 
on those things.

Lectoring is actually my
favorite thing to do. I love 
to read. I like to tell a story, so it
doesn’t come off as a monotone
reading. When I’m lectoring, 
it’s a story. Kids don’t listen,
nobody listens if you just do a 
monotone, regularly-paced
reading. I vary it and make it a
little more of a story. That’s my
favorite thing, and the other
thing is I just like to help out
mechanically. I’ve always been
taught we should come into a
place and leave it better than you found it.

Wolfe’s advice to anyone who has considered 
volunteering for the parish, but who may be hesitant
about making the commitment: Don’t be afraid 
to volunteer. It’s volunteer work...It’s not like working,
where you’re paid to do it; you’re doing it because you
want to do it. And you’re using your talents, which
comes along with not putting your talents underneath
a basket. If you’re retired and financially inclined,
there are financial committees. If you’re retired and
just want to do gardening, we have that. There are all
kinds of opportunities to save your parish money and
to make yourself feel invited into the community. n
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Don’t Be Afraid to Volunteer
by Michele Hull

James Wolfe grew up in Milwaukee, one of eleven
children with eight brothers and two sisters. We
were a big Catholic family, he said. My parents

have 102 people from them on down. We have nine
grandkids – not as much as my parents.

He and his wife, Linda, lived in Milwaukee, Sussex,
and Wausau before settling in Roscoe, Illinois about
seven years ago. They decided on Our Lady of the
Assumption as a home parish because, he says, We just
felt more comfortable here. And I guess I’m used to the
Wisconsin dioceses. Father Gary was here at the time,
and he was a very inviting type of person.

Wolfe is now retired, and Linda, who still works 
in the Rockford school system, has summers off. 
During the summer the couple travels to visit their 
four children and nine grandchildren, as well as other 
family members. 

Wolfe found he had the time to do some 
volunteering after the first year of his retirement. The
first year of retirement I worked a lot around the house
and got a lot on the “honey-do” list done. I’m in 
electronics by trade, and fixed MRI and CT scanners 
or Cath labs, x-ray equipment.

Asked what made him decide to volunteer his time 
to help the parish, he replied, I just made them aware
that I was available if they needed small electrical 
jobs done. It is my parish. I’m used to volunteering 
in parishes. I’m a lector here, and in the parish up 
in Wausau I taught Freshman Sunday School. I was a 
lector up there. In the parish before that I was on a
financial committee, and building committee. So I’ve
been doing volunteerism for a long time. My parents
were always strongly involved in the church, and they
were lectors and did Eucharistic minister-type work.
Not so much on the committees, because they had 
so many kids.
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James Wolfe pauses while
volunteering at OLA.

NOTICE: Finance Council letter insert



Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

Embrace the Rhythms 
of Life

When I took a sabbatical
in 2010, one of the
many teachings and

reflections presented to us was the
necessity to keep the Sabbath.
Sabbath time is more than the
absence of work; it is not just a
day off, when we catch up on TV
or errands. It is the presence
of something that arises when
we consecrate a period of time
to listen to what is most deeply
beautiful, nourishing, or true.      

In our busy lives, it is time
consecrated with our attention,
our mindfulness, honoring those
quiet forces of grace or spirit that
sustains and heals us. During these
summer months I encourage all
of you to take Sabbath time,
an afternoon, an hour, a
walk...something that gives you
nourishment and rest. Disconnect
from the frenzy media and
consumer world we live in. Be
aware that you are God’s beloved
child, let God care for you in
silence, music or conversation/
prayer…drink from the fountain
of rest and delight. 

Breathe deeply, embrace the
rhythms of life, find rest and be
at peace...it is a gift from our
loving God.

There is more to life than
merely increasing its speed.

– Gandhi  n
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Summer at OLA Daycare is in
Full Swing!
by Rachel Shepherd,
Child Care Director
OLA is a participating sponsor 
of Beloit's Dirty Dash August 19, 2017! 
Sign up your kids/grandkids online at
www.beloitdirtydash2017.eventbrite.com
and use code OLA5OFF during the month
of July! We also are looking to show our
support as OLA Parish/School and Child
Care so if you are interested in volunteering
some time to help that day please email 
me at rachels@olabeloit.com n

            



Beloit St. Vincent de Paul
Purchases Building, 
Adds Space
by Pat Casucci

The Beloit St. Vincent de Paul
Society will soon have more
space to sell an additional

variety of items. 
With its purchase of the 

building adjacent to the present
thrift store at 610 Fourth Street,
the Society will gain more than
4,444 square feet of space for its
charitable work. Presently the
thrift store operates in about
1,500 square feet of space. It’s
been at that site for more than 30
years. The next door building 
at 612 Fourth Street is a one-story
masonry and wood frame building
constructed in 1938.  

Society president Todd Ropella,
St. Thomas Parish, announced the
purchase at the group’s recent
Volunteer Appreciation dinner. 
He thanked the Society’s 30 
volunteers by stating, You have
volunteered out of the generosity
of your hearts. Interaction 
with our customers is very 
important as is your compassion
and confidentiality.

With refurbishing of the 
building and more space, many
more volunteers are urgently
needed and will be welcomed,
stated Ropella. OLA members are
especially invited to volunteer. 
For information, please call the
thrift store, 608-362-6775.  

Thrift store profits are used 
to help the disadvantaged in our
community with their many

needs, stated Society treasurer
John Heidt of OLA Parish.
According to the group’s officers,
more space was acutely needed 
so the Society can continue 
to provide high quality assistance
to the needy and also serve its
large number of customers. Also,
it’s been a challenge to neatly
arrange the store due to the 
generous amount of clothing 
and household items donated 
by the public.

Heidt said, during the last 
fiscal year, the local Society 
assisted 179 families. In addition,
more than $13,000 was used 
for clients’ emergency needs such
as rent, food cards, gas cards and
bus passes.

Additionally, we have picked
up the cost of minor car repairs
and the cost of prescription drugs.
We have also occasionally 
provided clothing, household
goods and furniture at no cost,
Heidt added.

Co-secretaries Carolyn Dylak
and Tony Potocnik, OLA, stated,
Our present downtown location
serves our clients very well. With
more space we have room 
for more items to sell, allowing 
us to earn more funds to assist
our clients.

Society volunteer Laurie
Schreiber, OLA, said for this year,
an additional monetary gift will be
received from Lifetouch Church
Directories & Portraits, the 
company hired by OLA Parish 
for its 2017 pictorial directory.
Schreiber said the parish chose
Beloit St. Vincent de Paul Society
to receive $5.00 for each family
that is photographed for the 
directory.

Ropella pointed out, We are a
100 percent volunteer group, no
one is paid.

Society vice president is
Donald Kelley; St. Thomas. Karen
Kavanaugh serves as the assistance
program director. St. Thomas/St.
Jude Pastor, Father John Hedrick is

spiritual director. St. Thomas
Church has sponsored the Beloit
St. Vincent de Paul Society since
the 1930s.

Our Pastor, Father Mike, 
stated, I look forward to giving
assistance and priority to this
organization as much as we give
to Caritas. As Pope Francis has
challenged us to go to the 
peripheries of society to help
where needed, that is our mission
as disciples of Christ.

According to a brief history
compiled by Heidt, St. Vincent de
Paul Store, Inc., was incorporated
in 1965 at another downtown
Beloit location. However, the
Society has been helping 
individuals in the Beloit area since
the 1930s when our conference
was formed. Along the way we
were able to open a thrift store 
to offer low-cost clothing and
household goods to people 
with low-income needs. That
expanded to using almost all 
of the profits to help the 
disadvantaged in our community
with their many needs.

He noted, We are tucked in a
neighborhood where we might
not be as noticed as other similar
thrift stores like Goodwill or
Salvation Army. But we are open
almost full time, with very 
low-overhead and an 
all-volunteer staff. We continue 
to keep our prices low to help
those in need. n
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Father John Hedrick (back), spiritual 
advisor; (LtoR) John Heidt, treasurer; Tony
Potocnik and Carolyn Dylak, secretaries;
and Todd Ropella, president.
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A New “Line-up” in
Faith Formation
by Rob Olsen, 
Director of Faith Formation

This summer will bring some
changes to the Faith
Formation Office and I’m not

just talking about new carpeting
or finally getting around to moving
that old file cabinet. Assembling a
team of FF staff and catechists is
somewhat like putting together a
winning sports team: Change is
always in the works; you want
to match talents and skills to the
right position; you want a mix
of seasoned veterans and rookies;
and you want that special winning
spirit! But the sports analogy only
goes so far.  #1. We always have
God on our side! #2. We don’t
have the same budget as sports. 

This past spring our Youth
Minister, Geno Finn, announced
he would be getting married this
summer to a wonderful young
woman named Lindsay Becher.
A number of folks from the parish
might know Lindsay. She is the
director of the diocesan Love
Begins Here youth mission 
program. While we are truly
happy for both of them, it meant
Geno will be taking another 
position near Madison. Who knew
when Geno came to Beloit from
Georgia it was to find the love 
of his life. But, in FF we have been
down this road before and we
know God always looks out for all
his people.

Fortunately, we didn’t have 

to look too far for replacements. 
It just so happened that Adam
Gracyalny was looking to be more
than a part-time music teacher 
in our school. It also just so 
happened that several staff 
members from Walworth County
parishes were being laid off as
they are merging and clustering
parishes in the Milwaukee
Archdiocese. With a little creativity,
we have a new FF “line-up” 
at OLA.

I will continue as Director of FF
and take on the curriculum and
catechesis part of high school 
and Confirmation that Geno was
doing. Now, cue the loud music
and strobe lights, for the 
introduction of the rest 
of the team: 

After nearly 12 years as a 
full time pastoral associate at 
St. Benedict Parish in Fontana, WI,
Mary Jeanne Olsen (yes, she is
my wife) will be part time here 
at OLA helping coordinate adult
enrichment, RCIA and some 
sacramental preparation. 
For Baptism and Sacramental
Prep, she will be particularly 
helpful because of her Spanish 
language skills and will also be
able to assist serving our 
community in cluster outreach
with Araceli Montoya. MJ (not to
be confused with Michael Jordan)
has a Master’s Degree in Theology
and over 30 years experience in
parish, mission, and church work.

Almost everybody knows
Adam Gracyalny (Mr. G.). Adam
is being brought on full time, 
with about 60% of his time at

school and 40% taking on the 
all-important extra-curricular side
of youth FF such as youth mission
trips, retreats, fun days and 
helping us old-timers with the
electronic age. We know Adam’s
energy is up to the task. 

Of course everybody also
knows that Jean Nosek has kept
many FF teams at OLA running
smoothly in her administrative role
and will continue to keep the rest
of us running the bases.

A few changes are also 
happening with catechists: as is
typical, family or job situations
change, kids grow up, and folks
move away which means we 
are always recruiting those 
outstanding folks needed as 
catechists. Like sports teams we
love our veteran players but are
always in need of rookies too!
Talk to us if you feel called 
to serve or to learn on the FF
team. We need 2nd & 3rd grade
and middle school catechists.

A team is a good analogy for
FF in a parish because no single
person can do it all. Like a team,
we also have the awesome 
support of the Education
Commission and Pastoral Council
and the rest of Parish Staff. Like a
sports team we also need a whole
community rooting for us, 
supporting, encouraging, and
praying for us. Again, special
thanks and blessings to Geno for
his journey. And finally, let all of us
get caught up in that special
“Holy Spirit,” winning the world 
for Christ. WE DO HAVE GOD 
ON OUR TEAM!  n

Smile for the Camera
It’s Not Too Late! Photography sessions have begun for our new Parish Pictorial Directory but, 

another week of photography has been added so you can still get in. We want everyone to be part of the
new directory so we can know each other better and Fr. Mike will more easily be able to put names with
faces! Everyone who has their picture taken will receive a copy of the directory and a free 8X10 photo. 
$5 will also be donated to St. Vincent de Paul for each photo session. If you cannot make any of the 

sessions, a photo (non-professional) can be submitted along with a $10 fee and you will also receive a
directory. Sign-up online through the parish website, olabeloit.com or call Merla Bussan 608-365-5356,

Laurie Schreiber 608-362-4612 or Sheree LaShelle 608-289-6684.

                               



OLA Pastoral Ministries
at a Glance
by Laura Warzecha, 
Director of Pastoral Ministries

All ministries in blue were
in existence when Sister
Judy was here and continue

to thrive. The green ministries
have been added since I took the
position of Director of Pastoral
Ministries in 2015. The orange
ministries are being researched
for the future. We are currently
looking for team leaders for these

two ministries to get off the
ground. Contact me if you
are interested in these or any
ministries – we can ALWAYS use
help. lauraw@olabeloit.com n
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Confirmation

On Wednesday, May 3rd,
we had the privilege of
hosting the Sacrament

of Confirmation for St. Thomas,
St. Jude, St. Stephen’s, and OLA.
It was a wonderful celebration
of the teens strengthening the
gifts of the Holy Spirit, which
they received at Baptism. Please
continue to pray for these teens
as they continue their journey as
disciples of Christ.  n

Fall Festival 2017
Mark your calendars for the Parish Fall Festival, September 23-24.

We will once again have the cookout, beer tent and entertainment
Saturday night and Pancake Breakfast, Silent Auction and Car 

Raffle Drawing on Sunday. Watch for more information 
in the bulletin and next newsletter.  n

Each year we ask that all parishioners consider a subscription to the
Catholic Herald newspaper. If you would like a subscription, please
return the enclosed envelope, through the collection or to the

Administration Center, with what you can afford and we will process.
If you are able to pay extra and help defray the subscription costs to the
parish, that is also appreciated. n
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At meetings, he may
start with a basic program
so students learn how 
to figure out how computer
games work and learn how 
to program simple computer
games. Also, we learn about
the 3D printer, how it works.
We take a 3D model and
learn how it’s turned into a
3D object. He said students
have made three-dimensional solid
objects such as animal forms and
crowns on the 3D printer.

At a recent Code Club 
meeting, Gracyalny patiently gave
instructions to eager students as
they began their activities. Though
the age range and computer 
abilities of the students differ, he
guides and answers questions 
in an easy-going manner. Students
seemed to absorb his enthusiasm 
as he patiently listens to their 
comments and questions 
about coding.   

A group of lower grade 
students, sitting on music room 
risers, were animated as they played
strategy games. Gracyalny pointed
out that the younger students are
learning to think like a programmer
does.

A few older students were
intent on learning how computer
games work, and were creating
their own computer games.

Meanwhile several students took
turns, each showing Gracyalny a
picture of a suitable object chosen
to make as a teacher’s gift, using a
3D printer. Gracyalny explained the
series of processes required to send
the picture to the 3D printer, then
print the form layer by layer. 

Commenting on Code Club,
OLA Principal Trevor Seivert 
enthusiastically stated, Absolutely!
Oh my goodness! It’s been an
amazing thing for our kids!
By learning coding and doing 3D
printing, it’s such a huge ability 
for our 21st century students. It’s a
huge springboard for their future - 
in the real world life skills.

Seivert continued, They can
draw and create. This activity 
certainly proves it’s not what you
know, it’s what you can do with
what you know. Our students and
parents enjoy this great after 
school club.

On the practical side, Seivert
stated, Code Club enhances our 
curriculum with math, science and
art combined together in an after
school club. These kids are creating
new and amazing things. They’re
working with geometry, computers
and technology. It’s an amazing
thing we can do for them.

Seivert said he appreciates
Gracyalny’s dedication. Adam is
doing a phenomenal job teaching
the students, students of all ages. I
think this is his secret passion. He
really enjoys doing these things,
creating these things. He’s sharing
his knowledge and we are very
proud of it.

He added, I think this sets OLA
apart from some of the other
schools in the area. n

Code Club at OLA
School
by Pat Casucci

Adam Gracyalny is our OLA
School music teacher. He
introduces students to songs

and basic choral concepts.
But during the last three months

of the 2017 school year, each
Wednesday afternoon, song books
and choral singing were replaced 
by Chromebooks and lively
conversation in the music room.     

Gracyalny
changed 
direction to
conduct Code
Club meetings
for an hour
after school 
dismissed.
About 40 
students in
grades K-8
learned coding,
how to create

simple objects with 3D printing,
and how basic concepts can
empower them to do many things
with a computer. 

Enthusiastic about computer
technology, Gracyalny stated, My
main goal is to get kids interested
in computer programming and 
to introduce them to 3D printing as
well as more advanced processes.
As they continue their schooling
and progress into the future job
market, I want them to have an
advantage, to be qualified and
enthused. He added the fact that 
at present, there are some 9400
jobs in the computer field that are
not able to be filled.

Though music is his profession,
Gracyalny said, I purchased a 3D
printer last Christmas and was so
intrigued with it. I wanted to share
this with our students. When I 
discussed my idea with (school
principal) Mr. Seivert, he eagerly
said, 'Go for it!'.

Gracyalny described OLA Code
Club as self run, the students 
create things such as games. The
focus is on discovery and fun. It’s
intended, he said, to help students
understand the numerous 
possibilities of computer use, such
as creating computer software,
apps and websites.

OLA Code Club: (LtoR) Gianna Gonzalez, Allie
Hendrickson, Mason Jordan, Ryan Welte, Britton Sala,
Darren Neidfeldt, Donavan Neidfeldt and Alex Sala.

Mr. Gracyalny explains 3D printing.

Younger students learn about programming.
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End of the School Year
Wrap UP!
by Trevor Seivert, Principal

What a wonderful 2016-17
School Year we had! We
finished the year with a

lot of fun and enthusiasm. OLA
received 16 new alumni! These
16 wonderful students graduated
on June 1st with a beautiful Mass
in the church. Congratulations to
the OLA Graduating Class of 2017!
OLA is sure going to miss them.

The Class of 2017 will always be
remembered as a close-knit group
who were more like brothers &
sisters than mere friends. It is not
often you see a class as close as they
were. We look forward to hearing
about their success in high school
and beyond! Good luck, we will be
praying for you!

As we finished out the year 
on June 2nd, we continued to look
at boosting our enrollment 
numbers. This has been an ongoing
goal for the school, and with the
help of the DI-360 Strategic Plan,

OLA has taken a two-pronged
approach. The first prong was 
to build an annual fund with a goal
of raising $25,000 the first year.
The second prong was to increase
enrollment. During the 2016-17
school year, the school enrollment
was 118 students.

As of today, both prongs have
been a success. We raised more
than $25,000 exceeding our 
goal and, currently, the school’s
enrollment has grown by two 
students and it’s only June!

Next year we are also adding an
Extended Care Program to meet the
needs of our parents who work
early or late. Parents will now be
allowed to drop their children off
before school, or if a parent needs
to stay later at work, they can have
their children stay at school in a 
supervised program where they can
finish their homework, have a snack
and some free time to play.

So all in all, the 2016-17 school
year was a success. We look forward
to building upon these successes 
next year!

Have a great summer!  n

Scenes from Vacation
Bible School 
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Deaths “I have called you each by name”

Evelyn M. Licary (3-4-2017)
Ann P. Grubb (3-14-2017)
Agnes C. Brown (3-17-2017)
Brian A. Brokish (4-11-2017)
Daniel Bellard, Sr. (5-2-2017)
Julie E. Ingham (6-7-2017)
Paul T. Froeba (6-23-2017)

Baptisms “You are God’s work of art”

Elis René Mitchell (Daniel & Candice)
Brinley Helen Windsor (Andrew & Andrea)
Chase Thomas Naatz (Ryan & Ashley)
Riley Mary Lucas (John & Rebecca)
Lainey Marie Laursen (Aaron & Laura)
Rodrigo Santana Mendez (Nicolas & Esmeralda)
Alexia Isabelle Santana (Faustino & Adriana)
Finley Jaye Salberg (Christopher & Erin)
Eilis Alyana Fuchs (Adam & Claudia)
Leona Joyce Skogen (James & Marlina)
Aiden James Driscoll (Andrew & Amanda)
Landon Jacob Leithauser (Kaitlin)
Nora Juliet Kaneiss (Kyle & Jenna)
Ruadhan Herbert Stephens (James & Annie)
Yanely Salazar Avitia (Manuel & Maria)
Jarely Ortiz-Gonzalez (Sergio & Jocelyn)
Elias Manuel Flores (Guerrero & Sugey)
Catherine Nicole Meyer (Alex & Barb)
Caleb Ryan Montgomery (David & Mary)
Emilio Armando Hernandez (Andrea)
Nayelli Khalessi Hernandez (Andrea)
Mateo Bryce Hanson (Richard & Ana Maria)
Addison Rose Jenson (Adam & Theresa)
Evelyn Olivia Lankford (Joshua & Sarah)

Thank You, OLA
by Geno Finn, Youth Minister

If you haven’t heard, I got
engaged this past January and
will be marrying the wonderful

Lindsay Becher in August and I
will be moving up to Middleton.
St. John Paul II said, Life with
Christ is a wonderful adventure.
Every time I said yes  to Christ,
He has led me on some amazing
adventures. It has been an
exciting adventure these past
three years. Never did I think
moving from Georgia to
Wisconsin, I would find such an
enjoyable job and joy-filled parish.
I’m thankful for such a warm and
loving parish. Y’all have been such
a blessing to me. I’m glad I took
the risk and moved to OLA for my
first youth ministry job. I felt at
home here and know I will always
feel at home when I come visit. 

The teens have been so 

the parishioners, and those 
in the community.

This has been an incredible
journey. I can’t say enough, how
grateful I am to have been given
the opportunity to serve this
parish as youth minister. You all
will always be in my prayers. 
I will never forget the wonderful
community of OLA. Please keep
my fiancé, Lindsay, and me in
your prayers as we draw close 
to our wedding day. n

Upcoming Events
n High school/young adult events
Saturday, July 15 – 5:00PM Mass 
followed by disc golf and cookout 
at Hilliard Park, 1443 Athletic Ave.
Saturday, August 29 – Devil’s Lake

n Middle school events
Tuesday, July 18 – 5:00PM Mass 
followed by disc golf and cookout 
at Hilliard Park, 1443 Athletic Ave.
Tuesday, August 22 – 5:00PM Mass
with ice cream social and games.

Contact agracyalny@olaschool.ws

welcoming. I know how it is to
have a new youth minister come
in the middle of your high school
career. It can be really challenging
and scary. The teens welcomed
me with open arms. As crazy as
they are, it was such a joy 
to watch them grow in their 
relationship with Christ, the
parish, and each other. They truly
surprised me in their willingness 
to serve. I will truly have great
memories of Love Begins Here,
Frassati Fest, and the
Confirmation retreats.

Thank you to Fr. Paul for 
taking a leap of faith and hiring
someone from far away. Thank
you to Fr. Mike and the staff for 
an amazing time. I truly enjoyed
working with the staff. They made
my time and learning curve very
easy. It was great working 
together and helping the parish
grow. I love how much the staff 
is willing to serve each other, 

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save 
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.

                                                                         

randyg@olabeloit.com

