
especially those who
may be new or who
may not have been
individually invited 
to be involved with
something in the
parish. He further
spoke of different
ministries he had 
gotten involved in
over the years as a
result of someone
asking him. Steve
considers it an honor,
as well as an obligation, to be involved. He, like Beth,
also experiences a deeper connectedness with our
parish family when he is participating in ministries.
Everyone has talents and something to offer to our
parish. We are fortunate that Steve and Beth volunteer
to assist with Proclaiming, Eucharistic Ministry,
Hospitality, Altar Servers, Family Promise, the Chili
Cookoff, and Fish Fry, just to name a few. May we, in
our gathering, grow in the way we use our gifts, and
may we be good hosts as we invite and welcome one
another.

Christmas Carols: Some people would love to listen
to Christmas carols all year long. There is something to
be said about Christmas carols in that they are mes-
sages of hope and peace. Christmas carols also give
glory to God. This is what we do when we worship and
minister together as a faith family. We grow in holiness
together, which gives glory to God and brings peace
and hope to the people around us. May we, as a faith
community, gather and work together to give God
glory as we sing Christmas carols all year round and as
we warm ourselves by the fire.  n
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Warming Ourselves by the Fire
Volunteer Profile: Steve (Burry) and
Beth Wolf
by Amy Mejia

The title of this article may lead some to believe
that this is an article about being warmed by a
fire, maybe even about holiday gatherings with

family, food and drinks, and Christmas carols...we can’t
forget the Christmas carols! Well, if the title brought
these images to mind, good for you, because that is
exactly what this article is about.

Recently, long-time parishioners, Steve and
Beth Wolf, sat down with me to discuss, in a manner 
of speaking, these very images. 

Warming Ourselves by the Fire: First off, we know
that a fire must be kindled and stoked in order to keep
it burning. We also know there are countless ways to
fuel a fire. In our faith lives, that fire is fueled; that is,
our faith is inspired and strengthened, through prayer,
grace, the Sacraments, and gathering with others 
in our faith community to minister in a variety of ways.
Beth noted that through her involvement in parish 
ministries, she feels more connected with other 
parishioners. She further expressed that it is meaningful
for her to get to know the people whom she prays 
with during Mass. By connecting with each other, we
are able to help stoke the fire of our faith. May the fire
of our faith be kindled and may it forever warm 
our hearts.

Gatherings...Food and Drink: What a sense of
belonging we experience when we are invited and 
welcomed to gather and celebrate with others or when
a host offers us a place and gives us something to eat
or drink. The same is true whenever we gather with 
our faith family. During my conversation with Steve 
and Beth, Steve spoke about the importance of us all
reaching out to others in our church community, 
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

Discovering the Role of
Being a Disciple

Over the past year, parish
staff, school staff, councils
and commissions have

been studying and reflecting what

it means to be a parish of mission,
not just maintenance. Information
and articles have been in this
newsletter, on the parish website
and in council meeting minutes.
As Archbishop Christophe Pierre,
Apostolic Nuncio to the United
States recently stated Being in a
permanent state of mission means
recognizing that evangelization
is not about us. It is about Christ
who lives and works in his
disciples and who is passionately
in love with his flock.

As we discover our role 
as missionary disciples, how
important it is to nourish our 

2

relationship with the Lord, 
by emptying ourselves from the
many distractions, busyness, and
stresses of our lives, so we can
make room for Christ and God’s
spirit.

Advent is a wonderful time 
to ponder the questions: How
passionate am I about Jesus?
In my words and actions, how 
can I bring others to Him? n

Have a Blessed Advent Season, 
Fr. Mike

New Nativity Set
by Pat Casucci

Nativity scene? Manger
scene? Crèche? Or a name
in the language of other

countries throughout the world.
There are many references 

to this time-honored setting of the
Holy Family that depicts the birth
of Jesus.

The nativity scene, a lovely 
tradition treasured in homes,
churches and communities
throughout the world, helps keep
our thoughts on the real meaning
of Christmas. It has inspired people,
including that look of wonder 
in children’s eyes, for centuries. 

A new nativity scene will be an
elegant highlight for Christmas
season 2017 in our parish. 

It features life-like images 
of Jesus, Mary, Joseph and 
accompanying pieces. Overall, 
the set is 36-inches high. It’ll be
arranged in a stately setting in the
Gathering Space. In addition to
the Holy Family, the set includes
manger, angel, shepherd, animals,
and the three wise men. In future
years, additional pieces will be
added. 

The images are cast in fiberglass,
from original hand-carved wooden
pieces, and are hand painted 
in traditional colors. They were
ordered from the Demetz Art

Studio in Italy. The company,
located in Northern Italy in the
heart of the Alps, has a long 
tradition of woodcarving that
spans generations.

Parish liturgy committee 
members chose the set due to its
simplicity and detail of the figures.   

According to OLA Liturgy
Director Randy Gracyalny, funds
from memorial donations given 
to our parish have
paid for a signifi-
cant portion of the
new nativity set.
He said though the
donations were to
be used at Father
Mike’s discretion,
he nevertheless contacted 
individuals for their approval. In
addition to budgeted money,
Gracyalny said about $10,000
beyond the memorial donations
was raised from parishioners after 
announcements about the new set
in October. He added that anyone
wishing to contribute to the fund
for future acquisitions for the
nativity set can contact the 
parish office. 

People were really receptive of
the nativity fund, said Gracyalny.
Names of all people who donate
to the nativity scene fund will be
recognized, he added.      

The old nativity set has been a
Christmas season feature at OLA
for many, many years. Do any
parishioners remember the year 
it was acquired? 

After examining the timeworn
nativity set, liturgy committee
members decided to replace it
due to the condition of the 
statues. Also, it is small in size 
for the scene’s setting.                

The 22-inch high
plaster pieces have
been carefully repaired
and repainted several
times through the
years, according 
to Gracyalny. In the
1990s, they were 

painted white for one year. Those
who did restore the statues did so
in a loving, caring manner, he
recalled. The entire old set will be
used on the OLA campus this year,
Gracyalny said.

St. Francis of Assisi is credited
by many accounts for creating the
first nativity in 1223. His intention
was to place the emphasis 
of Christmas upon the worship 
of Christ rather than on the 
secular celebrations of that time. 

We hope all parishioners will
take a moment to view our
parish’s new nativity set. May it
help capture the spirit of the
Christmas season for everyone. n
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compassion and service 
provide a great role model 
for others to follow.

The reason OLA invited
Mr. Schroeder to come in and
present at our Veterans Day
Assembly, is that John also is
active in a project called Vet’s
Roll. John is on the Board of
Directors and, every spring,
John is a bus leader and Ann
coordinates the Roll Call
Letters as well as many other 
projects that culminate with 
busloads of veterans traveling to
Washington D.C. for a week-long
trip to visit the museums, 
monuments and government
buildings. Many of the veterans
are elderly people with wheel
chairs, walkers or canes. As a
school, we participate because the
kids write letters to the veterans,
and every day they receive Roll
Call! and get letters like they were
still in the armed forces.

According to John, it’s a thrill 

for them as Roll Call was one 
of the best days for veterans as 
they received letters from family
members, loved ones and care
packages. Roll Call was an 
opportunity for them to receive a
bit of home in a package or letter.

As a school, it’s easy for us 
to write letters, and we are glad
that the veterans enjoy them so
much. However, this year, to
honor our veterans, we wanted to
do more. That’s why we invited
John to our school, not only 
to honor those who defended our

country and freedoms, but also 
to inform the kids of how valuable
their letters are. John explained 
to them that these veterans are
elated when they receive mail 
on the bus, and it brings back a
wide range of emotions. It’s
impactful beyond words.

So as OLA takes time 
to remember our veterans, I wish
to extended our deepest gratitude
to those who have served, and are
currently serving in our armed
forces. Thank you for your

courage, honor
and bravery.
Thank you 
for protecting 
our country and
defending our 
freedoms.

To those
who have lost
loved ones during
armed conflict,
my prayer is that
God watch over

and bless you, that He ease your 
suffering and look upon you 
with great love.

God bless our veterans! n

God Bless Our Veterans
by Trevor Sievert,
OLA School Principal 

With Veterans Day
celebrated November
11th, as a school, we

had an all-school assembly on
November 9th to honor our
veterans. John Schroeder was
the emcee for the assembly.

John is an OLA parishioner and
one of OLA’s substitute teachers.
John and his wife, Ann, help and
volunteer at many OLA events
and, to an even greater extent,
the Beloit community. John and
Ann volunteer at Second Harvest,
which, in cooperation with Caritas
where John and Ann also
volunteer, provides food to those
in need in the Greater Beloit 
community. Last month, John and

Ann also
volunteered
their time 
to help 
coordinate a
cluster the-
atre dinner
bus trip.
John helped
people 
in wheel
chairs and
even gave
up his 
dinner that
evening to
someone
who had
received the
wrong meal.
John &
Ann’s 

John Schroeder
as Uncle Sam.

Our Parish Pictorial
Directory should arrive

in early December.
Watch for them in the

Gathering Space.
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OLA School Development
Committee Says 
Thank You!
by Tim McKearn

In late summer of 2016 we
conducted a vitality assessment
of OLA School. We interviewed

a cross section of parish members
and school alumni one-on-one.

From the study we learned
that people believe: 
n The school offers a high quality
academic environment
n The school has strong faculty
and staff
n That Catholic values are at the
heart of the school’s work
n That the school emphasizes a
family atmosphere with smaller
class sizes

We also learned of two 
primary concerns:
n Concern about the enrollment
of the school
n Concern about the school’s 
revenue

To build on these attributes
and address these concerns we
announced the creation of a new
group that was formed to help
support the good work of OLA

School. These dedicated volunteers
had two focus areas: Growing
enrollment and growing the new
Annual Fund. One year later we
are happy to report that OLA
school enrollment has grown by
10 students and we surpassed our
$25,000 goal for the Annual Fund
by raising more than $31,000!
The first year of any effort can be
challenging but we were so

pleased to have received more
than 100 gifts from parishioners,
alumni and friends of OLA.

How Are These Dollars Used?
Below you will find a few 

examples of how these dollars are
being put to use:
n Campus Security: OLA 
purchased 18 cameras and a DVR
system that overlooks our entire
campus. This is “Phase One” 
of growing our campus security.
We added new locks to teacher’s

classroom doors so that in case 
of emergency, teachers can secure
their doors and keep themselves
and their students safe.
n Music Risers: OLA purchased
new risers for the music 
department. These risers are easily
moveable and have the proper
safety requirements so students
are safe on the top levels and 
the sides.

n Tuition Assistance: This year
OLA was able to allocate more
dollars towards tuition assistance
to help our families with the 
greatest financial need. This was
one of the factors that led to our
increase in enrollment.

Thank you again for saying
yes. Our young people and our
society benefit from the value of a
Catholic education and your 
support keeps that dream alive
and well in Beloit, Wisconsin. n 

Review: FORMED
by Michele Hull

In August of this year, Our Lady
of the Assumption Parish joined
FORMED, an online platform

offering a wealth of informative
and entertaining Catholic audio
talks, eBooks, feature films,
documentaries, and video-based
study programs. 

FORMED offers resources in
both Spanish and English, and has
content suitable for all age groups.
Resources include bible studies,
videos, movies, documentaries,
books or e-books, and podcast
materials. Other topics include
sacramental preparation, bible
studies, marriage, teen formation,
and personal devotion. The 
content available has continued 
to expand since FORMED
debuted.

According to Adam
Gracyalny, head of the Youth
Ministry & Young Adult Ministry
at OLA, Faith Formation has 
been toying with the idea of 
subscribing the parish for a 
couple of years and that idea
came to fruition in August of this
year. We think the parish will 
benefit from having access 
to FORMED because it is an easy
way for parishioners to engage 
in their formation...we are all 
disciples of Christ and part of that
discipleship is learning about 
our faith.

Launched in 2015, FORMED
leverages digital technology 
to bring parish members online
resources for enhancing their
understanding of the Catholic
faith. FORMED was created as a

collaboration between Ignatius
Press, Lighthouse Catholic Media,
and the Augustine Institute. It’s a
website, but it is also available as
an app on iOS, and can be
accessed on Android through a
mobile browser. The creators
of FORMED hope to roll out a TV-
based version of the app for Apple
TV and possibly ROKU soon.

FORMED is free to all 
parishioners through our 
parish subscription by going 
to formed.org. All you need to
have in order to create a login is
an email address, a password you
create, and our Parish Code:
G68FXG. Check out all the
Advent/Christmas possibilities
today on FORMED!

For assistance in getting
enrolled, contact Adam 
at 608-362-1231.  n

                                      



5

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Just hear the word ‘Advent’ and many of us also hear in our memories the voices of children saying, 

‘How long until Christmas?’ This season is one of anticipation, preparation, waiting, longing 
for the coming of Christ at the end of time and celebration of the Incarnation in the season of Christmas.
In our homes and families, the way we mark Advent can help balance what is often an especially hectic
time of social gatherings, children’s activities and shopping. Advent gives us reason to pause, reflect and

hear the story of God’s love anew. – Paraphrased from 2018 Sourcebook for Sundays, Seasons and Weekdays

Saturday Dec. 2 Children’s Christmas Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:00PM in church 
Sunday Dec. 3 First Sunday of Advent – Blood Pressure Screening after all Masses.
Tuesday Dec. 5 Adoration 2:30-4:45PM in the chapel

Private Reconciliation 4:00-4:45PM

Friday Dec. 8  Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception – Holy Day of Obligation
Mass with School Children 8:15AM Mass at 7:00PM

Saturday Dec. 9 First Reconciliation retreat 9:00AM

First Reconciliation and Parish Communal Reconciliation 11:00AM

Children’s Christmas Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:00PM in the music room
Liturgy of the Word for Children

Sunday Dec. 10 Second Sunday of Advent
Liturgy of the Word for Children – Hospitality Sunday  
ADVENT-ure Sunday 1:00-5:00PM in Assumption Hall 

Monday Dec. 11 Child Care Christmas Party 6:00PM in Assumption Hall
Tuesday Dec. 12 Adoration 2:30-4:45PM in the chapel

Private Reconciliation 4:00-4:45PM

Cluster Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass with our Hispanic Community at OLA
5:30PM Songs with Mariachis to Our Lady of Guadalupe  6:00PM Mass
Reception following Mass in Assumption Hall 

Thursday Dec. 14 OLA School Music and Band Christmas Program  1:00PM and 6:00PM in Gym 
Saturday Dec. 16 Private Reconciliation 9:00AM

Children’s Christmas Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:00PM in the music room
Sunday Dec. 17 Third Sunday of Advent Giving Tree gifts due!

Liturgy of the Word for Children
Decorate for Christmas following 10:30AM Mass

Tuesday Dec. 19 Child Care Early Childhood Baby Jesus Birthday Party 9:30AM Assumption Hall
Adoration 2:30-4:45PM in the chapel
Private Reconciliation 4:00-4:45PM

Wednesday Dec. 20 Cluster Communal Penance Service 6:30PM St. Stephen’s 
Saturday Dec. 23  Private Reconciliation 9:00AM

Christmas Pageant rehearsal with Children’s Choir 3:00-4:00PM in church.
Sunday Dec. 24 Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:00AM Mass  ***No 10:30AM Mass***
Christmas Eve Children’s Mass with pageant at 5:00PM (Carols at 4:30PM)
Christmas Mass at 10:30PM (Carols at 10:00PM)

Monday Dec. 25 Christmas Masses at 8:00AM & 10:30AM

Sunday Dec. 31 Feast of the Holy Family Regular weekend Mass schedule at OLA
Vigil Mass of Mary, Mother of God 4:00PM at St. Thomas

Monday Jan. 1 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 8:45AM Mass at St. Jude
Friday Jan. 5 NO FISH FRY!

Sunday Jan. 7 Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord Regular weekend Mass schedule
Liturgy of the Word for Children – Blood Pressure Screening
Take down Christmas decorations following 10:30AM Mass

                            



Closest to Home with a
Little Help from Above.
Information You May Not Know
About OLA Child Care Center.
by Rachel Shepherd,
Child Care Director

As you enter the OLA parking
lot from Shopiere Road
you’ll notice a building,

playgrounds and two signs: the
first reminds us to slow down
for children crossing and the
second marks the Child Care
Center located to your right.
The Child Care Center has been

operating since 1997. Our
professional services are provided
Monday through Friday 6:30AM to
6:00PM to families from our parish,
school and the Beloit community.
Currently, 11 women staff our
center providing quality care and
education in four classrooms. Our
children range in age from 6
weeks to 12 years. Additionally,
our center houses the PK3 & PK4
program taught by Mrs. Sheridan
of OLA School. Our teachers bring
experience and energy to our
building daily and our profession
requires it!

Our teachers all meet college
level educational requirements
and many have already finished
two and four year degrees or are
in the process of doing so. We, as
a staff, are CPR/First Aid-certified

and are trained to recognize signs
of SIDS/Shaken Baby, as well as
other forms of abuse and neglect.
In addition, annually we are
required to train 15-20 hours 
to keep abreast of changes. 

Combined we have a total 
of 98+ years of early childhood
educational experience shared
with children for the last 40 years!
We enjoy guiding your child as
they learn, PLAY and grow! Play is

a very important part of a child’s
life. Play is the WORK of children.
Through play children learn life-
long skills and an increasing
awareness of others and build a
foundation for future success.  

Our curriculum is carefully
planned, developmentally 
appropriate for young children
and focuses on the whole child
including cognitive, emotional,
physical, social and spiritual
development areas. We enjoy a
home-like environment where 
we help children practice what
parents have already begun 
at home. As an extension of the
home, we make every effort 
to assist parents through support,
education and opportunities 
to share fellowship with others 
in similar situations. We are 
thankful for the opportunity 
to share God’s love and invite you 
to visit us sometime (Even if you
do not have young kids...I will still
show you around!)  n

6

High School students: Mark your calendars and plan to attend Frassati Fest!
It is always a great experience! More details to come from Adam.
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The Liturgical New Year
by Rob Olsen, 
Director of Faith Formation

One of the very practical things
I love about Catholicism is
the way that we have a

spiritual renewal and the challenge
to enter more deeply into our faith
built into the very structure and
rhythm of the liturgical seasons. The
change of colors, the tone of the
Scriptures in the Lectionary, the
feasts and solemnities, and the
calendar of saints all guide and
challenge us into an ongoing
deeper relationship with God. It is
why we constantly say that faith
formation is ongoing. 

Our liturgical New Year doesn’t
begin with fireworks, champagne
and resolutions. The Church colors
change from summer green of 
ordinary time to contemplative hues
of purple, blue and rose to match
the early winter sunsets. Instead
the Church asks us to somewhat
quietly take stock of our lives and 
to carefully ponder and prepare
what the coming of Christ means
for our life and time. Of course, the 
secular season of the holidays can

be anything but a quiet pondering.
Spiritual deepening can become
one more thing on an already hec-
tic “to-do” list. Our parish offers a
lot for the season: from the well-
liked Little Blue Books for daily
reflection, ADVENT-ure Sunday for
the kids, opportunities  for Bible and
group study, Reconciliation oppor-
tunities, daily Mass and Eucharistic
Adoration, the new online FORMED
resource and even a mobile app.
(see Michelle’s article.) It may seem
the parish is adding to the problem
of a hectic season. But take stock! If
you can devote 1/25th of your time
this season to spiritual preparations
as you do to all other activities, you
will be doing yourself a favor.
Something as simple as adding an
Advent wreath and prayer at a
mealtime as you mark the days 
until Christmas can make all the 
difference. Let the rhythm of the
liturgical year guide the rhythm 
of your life. I guarantee it will make
for a better Christmas. Contact the
FF office for details or any way we
can serve your family this season.
Thank you and blessings for Advent
and Christmas!  n

FF: What Else Is New?
Please check the bulletin, the
parish website, or contact us
about these Faith Formation
details.

n First Reconciliation Retreat and
Sacrament, Saturday, December 9,
9:00AM-Noon. 

n ADVENT-ure Sunday, December
10, 1:00-5:00PM. Our 6th annual
Advent activity day for kids.

n Liturgy of the Word for
Children, 1st and 3rd Sundays, at
all Masses, with our special Fill the
Bin food collection for Caritas
Pantry on the 3rd Sunday.

n Advent Bible Study: FORMED
video and discussion, Thursday
mornings after 8:15AM Mass,
December 7, 14 and 21. 

n Wednesday Evening FF classes
for Grades 1-8. Last class
December 13. Resume January 
17, 2018. 

Discerning How 
to Welcome Your
Neighbor

The parish just completed
an adult enrichment series
on immigration. Here is just

one item from those meetings:
Each of us wants to be part 

of a welcoming community, but
we often find ourselves at a loss 
as to where to start. We know the
Lord calls on us, but how? What 
if I don’t have the space or the
means to provide shelter? What if
there are no immigrants in my
community? What if those around
me are reluctant to learn about
immigration?

Addressing these questions
requires careful discernment.
Instead of listing what you don’t
have, turn inward and allow God
to illuminate your community’s
strengths. Take a moment to
reflect on the Prayer of Saint

Ignatius and consider the 
questions below.

Dear God,
Teach me to be generous
To love and serve you as you deserve
To give and not to count the cost
To fight and not to heed the wounds
To toil and not to seek for rest
To labor and to look for no reward
Except that of knowing that
I do your Holy Will.
Amen

Who is your community?
Tailor your actions to the

needs of your community, not 
the other way around. Take into
consideration your congregation,
your neighbors and your locality.
Who might need help?

What does your community
need?

Are you prepared to ask 
people directly what they need?

Your goal should not be to speak
for others or make assumptions,
but instead to create a platform
and start a dialogue.

What can you offer?
Think about the resources your

community already has, but be
mindful of your limitations.
Resources aren’t limited to money
or time. You may have more than
you realize.

Remember: All efforts, 
regardless of size, are beneficial
and essential when advocating 
for social justice. Trust in the Lord
with all your heart, on your own
intelligence do not rely; in all your
ways be mindful of Him, and He
will make straight your paths.

– Proverbs 3:5-6
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Deaths “I have called you each by name”

Mary Lou Brock (9-10-2017)
Klaus Peter Scholko (9-13-2017)
Vincenza “Zina” Giannone (10-1-2017)
Ronald Helms (10-12-2017)
Roger Pitterle (11-2-2017)
Geraldine “Gerry” Chekouras (11-1-2017)
Arne Pederson (11-13-2017)

Baptisms “You are God’s work of art”

Sadie Margaret Theis (Bryan & Julie)
Jacquelin Sofia Castellanos Guzman (Hector & Mary)
Mariel Eloise Casique-Corona (Manuel & Maricruz)
Ashley Mary Hernandez de Avila (Jose & Maria)
Eva Maria Hernandez de Avila (Jose & Maria)
Leonel Lopez (Mauricio & Janet)
April Xiomara Sanchez (Rodolfo & Glenda)
Avenly Ann Haeger (Andrew & Carla)
Jennifer Ann Nordeng (Monica)
Oliver Clark Medina (Christopher & Helen)
Liam Andrew Kreuter (Stephen & Ashleigh)
Weston Scott Tyrer (Tyler & Samantha)
Emilia Victoria Mar (Juan & Karina)
Evan Thomas Hulburt (Brian & Anna)
Addison Mae Hulburt (Brian & Anna)

St. Joan of Arc
by Rita Bonds

On October 1 our sister
parish, St. Joan of Arc,
welcomed a new pastor,

Father Aaron Wessman. A
Glenmary missioner,
Father Aaron will
serve as pastor for
both St. Joan’s in
Plymouth, and Holy
Spirit Mission in
Windsor. Father
Aaron is also work-
ing on his dissertation for his
doctorate in Theology. He speaks
fluent Spanish and will also
include in his pastoral role, service

Christmas Eve is Sunday!
What Do We Do?
by Randy Gracyalny

With Christmas falling on
Monday this year, some
may wonder what the

obligations are for attending Mass,
as well as what is celebrated, when.

This year we have the shortest
4th week of Advent possible. It
begins with the 5:00 Mass on Dec.
23 and ends mid-day Sunday, Dec.
24. The Church instructs that we
should attend Mass during this time
to complete our Advent journey.
We then celebrate and attend Mass

to the 900 prisoners in the
maximum security prison
in Windsor.

St. Joan’s parishioners will 
continue to reach out to the
laborers who work in the crab 
processing plant until November
22, when the workers will return
to their homes. In addition 
to parishioner visits, Father 
Aaron has offered Mass for the
workers as well.

This Advent season, as in the
past, the parish family at St. Joan’s
adopts two families who are 
in great need. Parishioners pool
their resources to provide for the
families’ basic needs as well as

Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save 
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.

Christmas for their children. They
also continue the traditional
Posada which is a reenactment 
of Joseph and Mary’s search 
for lodging in Bethlehem.  
Parishioners walk from home 
to home looking for a place of rest
from their travels. The children 
in the faith formation program 
will sing Christmas carols at the
local nursing home.

Please visit their Facebook 
page Saintjoanofarc Plymouth 
for pictures of their activities.

St. Joan’s parish family wishes
all of our family at Our Lady of the
Assumption a blessed and Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year. n

again Sunday evening or Christmas
morning for the Solemnity of the
Nativity of Christ.  

This also means that, if we were
to follow our usual Mass schedule,
there would be 8 Masses in less
than 48 hours. Because of the 
difficulty of properly celebrating
that many Masses, with one priest,
in that short time span, we, like
most parishes in the diocese, will
eliminate one Mass; the 10:30AM

on Sunday, Dec. 24. There will be a
9:00AM Mass at St. Stephen in
Clinton and an 11:00AM at St.
Thomas for those who wish to

attend a later morning Mass. We
apologize for any inconvenience this
may cause but want to have the
best, most vibrant worship possible
for all of our celebrations and feel
this will help accomplish that goal.

We would also like to mention
that the Solemnity of Mary, Mother
of God, celebrated on January 1,
falls on a Monday this year and 
consequently is not a day of 
obligation. St. Thomas will have
Mass that morning for the cluster 
at 8:45AM. If you have questions
about any of this please contact me
at the Administration Center. n

                                                    

randyg@olabeloit.com

