
With a chuckle,
Father Mike added that
he got a bit of hassling
from his brothers. They’d
say, ‘yah, when you
turned 13, and were old
enough to help with the
hard work on the farm,
you went to the
Seminary.’ However,
whenever I came home,
I’d help on the farm.

He studied at
Edgewood College for
two years, then attended
St. John’s University,

Collegeville, MN, for two years, earning a degree 
in education. He continued studying at St. John’s 
in the School of Divinity for four years. 

Fr. Mike was ordained a priest for the Diocese 
of Madison on June 1, 1979, with then Bishop Cletus
O’Donnell officiating. My ordination was the highlight 
of my life, he eagerly stated. 

When asked about a mentor when he was studying 
to be a priest, Father Mike said he’s been gifted with
priests that were at Holy Name Seminary – especially 
Fr. Bill Seipp, Fr. Ray Kertz, and Fr. Del Klink (now
deceased).                       

He has served at Madison parishes: St. James as a 
– Continued on Page 5
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Getting to Know Father Mike 
by Pat Casucci

An open door. A light on.
For our Pastor, Fr. Mike Resop, those are almost
essential to his well-being. 

He explained why as part of a recent homily. He
told parishioners that as a youngster, he remembers
being locked in a dark basement room for a few
minutes, a prank orchestrated by his older siblings
when their parents were away. Not a revered
childhood memory.

Soft spoken and ever smiling, Father Mike added
another reason for the open door: It’s an example 
from Mom. My mom welcomed anyone into our home.
Our door was always open at home. 

The open door is ingrained in my brain, he 
humorously stressed.  

Father Mike was born May 10, 1953, in Berlin,
Wisconsin, the seventh child of Doris and Joseph Resop.
He grew up on the family dairy farm. We got up at 
5 am each day to milk cows before we went to school,
said Father Mike. His father also worked as a welder.

A solid family structure, where parents and children
prayed together each night, farm chores and friendship
with the sisters and priests at St. Michael Parish and 
Grade School in Berlin all led to Father Mike’s decision
to become a priest.

His parents often drove the parish school sisters 
for their shopping needs. The priests and sisters in our
parish were always included in our family. We were
always around them, and that had an impact on me.

We prayed the Rosary every night as we knelt
around Mom and Dad’s bed. Mom would also say the
Litanies she knew, he recalled.

When the parish priest asked eighth grade boys if
any were interested in attending Holy Name Seminary,
Father Mike said he thought about it: I guess I’d be
interested. He attended Holy Name Seminary for his
high school education.        
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Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save 
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.

                                     

randyg@olabeloit.com


Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

Transitions In Life - 
Saying Good-bye

Reflections on my transition
in leaving Plain and Spring
Green after being there for

21 years of ministry. As well, the
transition you have encountered
here at OLA.

Martin Copenhaver in his book

Room to Grow states all of us
know there is no easy way to close
a chapter in your life. We know
that there will be other chapters
ahead, but not this chapter. So 
we confront our limits, but we
cannot be both here and there.
We cannot stop time. We cannot
begin to write a new chapter
without turning the page.

T.S. Eliot once wrote: We shall
not cease from exploration, and
the end of all our exploring will
be to arrive where we started and
know the place for the first time.
The past and present merge and
in doing so, they renew a person
for the future.

If we look to scripture, there

are many examples of farewells, 
of transitions and goodbyes:
Moses, the Prophets, Jesus and 
St. Paul to name just a few. In
each of these examples, they
remind people that are effected 
by changes of the promise of God.
How else can we leave those we
love unless we entrust them to the
care of God? That is, after all,
what the word goodbye means:
GOD BE WITH YOU. I do not
think there is a better way to walk
through transition, because if God
is with you and me, somehow we
will still be together in that LOVE.

I am looking forward to my
ministry here at OLA – it’s already
felling like home.  n
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Spotlight on Caritas
by Cindy O'Brien, 
OLA Caritas Representative

There was a study done
on the Status of Women
in Beloit. In the study, they

found that the socioeconomic
class with the greatest need is
single moms. The number one
cause of stress for single moms is
access to diapers. This is even
greater than food insecurity.
During the month of July 2016,
Caritas distributed 3,184 diapers.  

The new Diaper Bank at
Caritas will have diapers, baby
wipes, infant to size 4 toddler
clothing, gently used furniture,
booster seats, baby monitors,

strollers, and pack-n-plays. To
make room for the Diaper Bank,
Caritas has transferred clothing 
for children (size 5 and up) and
for adults to St. Vincent de Paul,
but will continue to have bedding
and towels due to the need. 
A new refrigerator was recently
purchased by Caritas with an
infrastructure grant from Feed
America. Donna Ambrose is 
waiting to hear back regarding
several grants submitted for a
truck to improve food transport
from Walmart and Aldi’s, for
replacement of lobby chairs, 
support of the Diaper Bank, and
the Caritas remodeling project.

Caritas is now collaborating

with their new friends at Gateway
Community Bank. In September,
Gateway will be holding a diaper
drive at both their Beloit and
Rockton locations. And in honor 
of the Caritas Empty Bowl event
in October, Gateway will donate
$5 to Caritas for every new
account opened. Caritas 
appreciates the support from our
community. Mark your calendars
for Saturday, October 22, 2016 
for the Empty Bowl to be held at
The Castle, 501 Prospect in Beloit
from 11:00AM to 3:00PM. Soups
include: cream of potato, chicken
noodle, vegetable beef, and 
vegetable curry. n

The Great Chili Debate is coming your way
It’s November 5th so mark off the day!  

This is the one debate you won’t want to miss,
Cuz the approval ratings are as high as it gits.

So get in on the fun and show us your stuff,
When it comes to great chili, there’s never enough!
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Silent Auction
(OLA Gym)

Saturday: 6:00-9:00PM

Sunday: 9:00AM - 1:30PM

Partial listing of items:
www.olabeloit.com

To help or with questions:
Linda Gracyalny 608-751-3446
or Sandy Rogers 608-207-9573

All-You-Can-Eat
Pancake Breakfast

Assumption Hall (Basement)
Sunday: 8:00AM-Noon

Adults: $5.00 • 6-12yrs: $2.00
5 & under: Free

To help or with questions:
Lisa Jolly

815-624-8342

Extra tickets available at Adm Center.
Return stubs and money through the 
collection or at Adm Center.

Band, Food & Beer Tent
Saturday (by Adm Center)

Harlan Jefferson Band: 7-10:00PM

Food & Beer Tent: 6:00 - 10:00PM

To help or with questions:
Bekki Zamutto
815-623-8803

  



WYD 2016 Reflection
by Geno Finn
Youth Minister

This past July I had the wonder-
ful privilege of attending
World Youth Day in Poland.

World Youth Day is a gathering
of young people from all over the
world originally started by Pope
St. John Paul II in 1985. He saw a
need for a renewal of the youth to
bring Christ to them. 

When, back in 1985, I wanted 
to start the World Youth Days…I
imagined a powerful moment 
in which the young people of the
world could meet Christ, who is
eternally young, and could learn
from Him how to be bearers 
of the Gospel to other young 
people.” – St. John Paul II, WYD 2002

Let me tell you, what St. JPII
started in 1985 has grown 
tremendously to what it is today.
Over 2.5 million people gathered 
in Krakow, Poland to celebrate
World Youth Day this year. It was a
life-changing experience. It was also
very affirming as a young Catholic
in the United States to realize that
I’m not alone on this journey 
to holiness. I could go into great
detail about every single day while I
was in Poland, but I will just give
you the highlights. 

On July 19, 2016 we departed
from Janesville to head to the 
airport with a group of 47 from the
Madison Diocese. Our first 6 days
were spent in Gdansk, Poland. We
attended Days in the Diocese.
Dioceses across Poland held these
small gatherings inviting those 
from all over the world. It was an
opportunity to really enjoy and
engage in Polish culture. 

We arrived very early in the
morning on Tuesday, July 26. This
was a very long day for us. We got
very little sleep on the train and had
a long day ahead of us. As soon as
we got to Krakow we had to head
to where we would sleep for the
week. We slept on a gym floor with
hundreds of other pilgrims from all
over the world. From there we
headed to the Divine Mercy Shrine
and the Pope St. John Paul II Shrine.
Here we got to pray before the
Divine Mercy Image which was
entrusted to St. Faustina. This was a

beautiful experience to pray before
this beautiful image of Christ. The
next day we had a special journey 
to the birthplace of St. John Paul II,
Wadowice. Unfortunately, due 
to bus problems, we only had 30
minutes to see JPII’s home parish. 
It was very beautiful but a lot to see
in such a short time. From there we
headed to Auschwitz and Auschwitz
II-Birkenau. This was a very moving
experience to be in the place 
where millions were murdered. I
didn’t realize how large these two
concentration camps were. It put
things into greater perspective 
of what really happened.

On Friday we had the privilege
of praying before the body of
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, an
Italian Blessed who died at the age
of 24 in 1925. I have a special 
devotion to this Blessed. His love 
for the outdoors, serving those
around him, and his holiness really
captures who I strive to be. This was
a very special time for me.

The next day, Saturday, was one
I will never forget. It was a very
challenging and semi-stressful day.
This day all the pilgrims hiked any-
where from 7-10 miles to Campus
Misericordiae where we would have
a Prayer Vigil with Pope Francis. This
hike was very demanding and tir-
ing: It took us 6 hours to hike 7
miles. There were millions of people
going to the same place so it was a
very slow pace getting there. Once
we finally arrived, we found out that
there was no food for us. We 
didn’t receive our meals until about
11:00PM that night. A lot of suffer-
ing on this day; however, a group
from the U.S. and Canada were
near us and heard we didn’t have
any food, so they gave us a lot of
their left-over food. That night we
had a prayer vigil with Pope Francis.
It was very beautiful to witness such
peace in a crowd of 2 million. When
Adoration began there was dead

silence. It was such a witness to see
all these people adoring the one
true king, Jesus Christ. We slept 
on the ground under the stars 
that night. 

The next morning, we woke up
and had Mass with Pope Francis.
This was another beautiful witness
to see millions participate in the
Mass. Seeing all these young
Catholics come together really
strengthened my faith. It may seem
that we are alone at OLA, but the
Church is much larger than just
OLA. The Church is all over the
world and we are united through
the Eucharist and this one faith we
all profess. It gives me hope to keep
pushing on through this journey 
of life. 

Through all of my experiences
during the pilgrimage, there is one
thing that I really learned: we must
find joy in suffering. It is difficult 
to really grasp this concept but it 
is something we really need to
understand. Happiness just happens
and goes away, but joy can remain.
We aren’t happy all the time.
Sometimes we have bad days. We
just want to spend time alone and
don’t want anybody to bother us.
These days can even make it harder
to pray. When we find joy in all we
do, even in suffering, we can come
to understand Christ’s passion and
love for us. This joy comes from
God. He wants to see us be joyful.
He didn’t say that we would be
happy all the time. We come to
more fully realize our purpose in life
when we look at it with the eyes of
joy. St. John Paul II said, Life with
Christ is a wonderful adventure. If
you put your life in Christ it will be
a very joy-filled life. There may have
been suffering through the long
days of the journey, and at the
moment I wasn’t feeling very joyful,
but at the end of every day I saw
the joy in it. I challenge you to do
the same.  n
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Father Mike
– Continued from Page 1

Deacon, St. Peter Parish as
Associate Pastor, and St. Dennis
Parish and School. He said his 12
years at St. Dennis resulted
in learning a team approach in
ministering that was energizing.
Then for 21 years he was pastor 
of three parishes – St. John the
Evangelist in Spring Green, St.
Luke in Plain and St. Patrick in
Loreto. 

He’s worked in the diocese 
on the Priest Personnel Board,
Priest Pastoral Council, and Youth
Ministry Program.  

Reflecting on his vocation,
Father Mike said, I always had a
desire to help people. I wanted 
to be spiritually close in prayer 
to God and thus connected 
to people.

It is most rewarding to me 
when I preach the word of God,
and can help people have a 
deeper relationship with God. It’s
meaningful when I celebrate Mass
and the sacraments – occasions
when people have those ‘God
moments.’

Since coming to OLA in early
July, Father Mike has plunged 
into all the demands of serving 
as our Pastor. As he gets settled
into his new home, he expressed
appreciation for the Transition
Team efforts.   

In his spare time, Father Mike
likes to ride his bike and has
joined a few parishioners on rides
in the area. He treasures the
opportunity to work outdoors,
planting flowers, pulling weeds or
keeping landscape areas tidy. I like
to get my hands in the soil, keep
things presentable. It’s my farmer
instinct. It’s my therapy, he 
joyfully stated.

Father Mike enjoys reading
and listening to music. He reads
novels as well as various faith and
church-related books. I appreciate
a variety of music especially 
spiritual, classical, country, and
modern day. Grilled fish or
chicken are food favorites. And I
do enjoy a good glass of wine, he
added with a smile. 

He greatly appreciates what he
refers to as his blessing – his own
home away from the bustling
parish campus. It’s the very first
time in my almost 38 years as a
priest that I have lived in my own
home, not in a rectory with parish
offices and all that. I feel it’s a
blessing for me. I can get away
from my work at our parish, 
go home, and rest. It’s good 
to have different scenery, he
enthusiastically stated.

At OLA, I have one place, one
campus and one office.

It’s a huge difference from the
past 21 years when he served as
pastor of three parishes. The
towns are each about six miles
apart and each weekend he 
celebrated four Masses. He 
administered two schools while
serving more than 1,100 
parishioners in the three locations. 

Very sincerely he said, It was a
gift for me to serve there for 21
years: another highlight of my life.

Father Mike said he sometimes
thought it would be wonderful 
to remain as pastor of the three
parishes until he retired. However, 
I knew I had to be open to the call
of God when the Bishop asked me
to come here to OLA, he said.          

He admitted that driving back
and forth between the parishes
was wearing on him. I realized it
probably was the right time to
leave, he said a bit of melancholy
in his voice. 

Acknowledging the close 
friendships and support attained
from 21 years as pastor of three

parishes, Father Mike said, I told
my parishioners that their 
parishes would always be my 
second home. I would no longer
be their pastor, but whenever I
came back, I would still be their
friend who happens to be a priest.

Father Mike appreciated OLA
parishioners for being extremely
hospitable and welcoming.

He noted that Father Gary is 
a good friend of mine and I had 
visited him here at OLA. Because 
of that, I feel like this is home.

As Father Mike brings his
unique gifts and talents to us, he
energetically stated I like being
able to be with people in the
moments when they celebrate the
sacraments, for instance weddings
or funerals. I enjoy getting to
know people in social occasions.

He’s impressed with the many
activities in our parish, especially
those that exemplify Pope Francis’
words of being a church of the
poor – such as God’s Fund and
Hands of Faith.

He sincerely stated, I want to
help OLA Parishioners continue
their vitality and history of being
a vibrant parish. We’ll plug into
the Spirit of God who is truly alive
here by continuing to create 
community and serve the poor
and needy. In that way, we can
live out our Catholic values. n

                                           



choice between Holy Family and
OLA, and the day before I was
offered the job, I prayed to God
that if he wanted me at OLA, I
would receive the offer, if not, I
was meant to be back at Holy
Family. The next day, I got the
phone call and knew this is where
God wanted me to be.
n Why did you choose OLA instead
of a different parochial school or
public school?
Because my faith is such a huge
part of who I am, it was important
to me to choose a Catholic School
to work in, therefore, public
schools have not come into my
heart yet.
n What are you most excited to do
at OLA?
I’m excited to get to know a new
school, new children, new families,
new teachers, and see if I can help
us grow the kingdom of God.
Each person has different talents
and gifts, and my hope is that I can
use my gifts and talents to lead
OLA School into the future.

Please join us in welcoming Mr.
Seivert to the OLA family. n

Meet Mr. Trevor Sievert
by Kari Whalen 

As you may have heard, OLA
School has a new principal.
You may have seen him

around during Mass and in the
halls during school, but we
wanted to take a moment
to introduce him to you. Mr.
Sievert was nice enough to take
some time to answer a few
questions for us. 
n Please tell me a little bit about
yourself. What is your back-
ground? Education? Family?
Hello! My name is Trevor Seivert
and I am OLA’s new school 
principal. I was born and raised 
in Rockford, IL and grew up at
Holy Family Catholic Parish. 
I attended Holy Family from K-8th
grade and then graduated from
Boylan Catholic High School. 
I graduated from Northern Illinois
University with my BS in History
and got my teaching certificate. 
I began my career back at Holy
Family where I taught 6-8th grade
Social Studies for a total of 4
years. In my 3rd year, I enrolled 
and received my Master’s Degree
in School Administration from
Aurora University, and after 4
years of teaching, became Holy
Family’s new principal. I was Holy
Family’s principal before coming
to OLA this year. Rebecca, my
wife, and I have two children,
Abby is 2-1/2 and Dylan is 6
months. I’m very excited to be
here at OLA and thankful that
everyone has been so genuine and
helpful.
n What brought you to OLA?
I can honestly say, that it was
God’s hand that brought me 
to OLA. At the time, I had a

Faith Formation
by Rob Olsen, 
Director of Faith Formation

What a good time was had
in our annual VBS: Jesus
Journey from Nazareth

explored the life of Jesus, his
life  as a child, his disciples,
parables, miracles, and death and

resurrection. Nearly 60 kids had
snacks, music, games, and crafts
that matched the themes for the
day. (But the bounce house was
just plain for fun!) Of course we
couldn’t have done it all without
the help of several adults and the
awesome older students who led
the groups and activities. Next
year we’ll discover Jesus through
the ages.

Faith Formation sessions for
all grades are registering as we
write and grades 1-8 begin
Wednesday, September14 
at 6:15PM. Sunday night High
School programs begin September
18. Contact the FF office if you
need more information. Please
pass the word to those you know
who may need this. It is not too
late to sign up. 

RCIA, the (Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults) is the process
by which adults become members
of the Catholic faith who have
never been part of a faith tradition
or are part of a different faith. It is
also for baptized Catholics who
have never made their first
Eucharist or Confirmation. People
can inquire without pressure: our
only goal is to simply accompany
you on your faith journey. Come
and See inquiry sessions are being
scheduled in September. Please
watch for details, or call me at
608-362-1231.   n
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Save the Date
Voting: Who? What? Why?

Join us Sunday, October 9, 2016 from 4:00 - 5:00pm 
in Assumption Hall. Faithful Citizenship Presentation 

by Kim Wadas from the Wisconsin Catholic Conference.

                                             



Prayer for the Next
Time I Meet Christ

I see them, Lord, every morning,

standing on the same street corner.

They hold their tattered signs – 

“will work for food” –

with every bit of dignity they have.

As I drive by, they raise their hand

in blessing.

I walk by them on my lunch break,

leaning up against a wall,

their few possessions tucked close by.

A dirty hand reaches out

in a sign of peace.

“Spare some change?” they ask,

as I avoid eye contact.

“God bless you” is their answer

to my silence.

Lord, when did we see you hungry 

or thirsty,

a stranger and alone?

When did we see you at all?

Forgive me, God, 

for what I have done

and for what I have failed to do.

And I ask blessed Mary, ever virgin,

all the angels and saints,

and you, my brothers and sisters

whom I have passed by,

to pray for me,

that next time,

I will stop to meet Christ.

Diana Macalintal,
The Work of Your Hands

Submitted by: a Social Justice
Committee member
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Has anything changed?

Over the course of time, there are changes made to parishioners’ information
which are not updated in our database. In an effort to improve the accuracy 
of our information we ask that, if any of the following have taken place in the last
5 years and you have not informed the parish, please email the information 
to jeanneb@olabeloit.com, mail the form to the Adm. Center or drop it in the
collection. Thank you for your assistance in keeping our records up to date.
n Moving out of the area, change of address, email or phone (land line or cell), 

change in parish membership
n Independent adult children should register separately if living in the area 

(registration can be completed online at www.olabeloit.com)
n Separation or divorce, marriage if not at OLA, death if the funeral does not 

take place at OLA

Name:
Address:
City State Zip
Phone: Home Cell
Email 1
Email 2 (I want info at another email)
Would you like to receive communication
from the parish via email when possible? Yes nn No nn
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Deaths “I have called you each by name”

Catherine M. Johnson (05-30-2016)
Dale A. Delaney  (06-06-2016)
Madaline Gmach (06-25-2016)
Katherine A. Nuciforo (06-25-2016)
Marjorie E. Lloyd (06-26-2016)
Anne M. McKearn (08-16-2016)

Baptisms “You are God’s work of art”

Camden Patrick Rohrer (Eric & Riley)
Ellie Lenore Zingre (Eric & Mary)
Ethan Eric Zingre (Eric & Mary)
Matilda Marie McKillips (Ryan & Jody)
Kaylee Ann McHone (Casey & Jayme)
Jewel Lucille Heiple (Jacqueline)

Love Begins Here
by Makenna Lauterbach
Senior High School Student

This past summer, I had the
amazing opportunity of
being a third year missionary

and on the planning team for a
week long mission trip known as
Love Begins Here (LBH). My
experiences of serving others and
meeting so many great people
because of LBH have been, to say
the least, incredible! I remember
the first year I ever went on LBH,
I was extremely nervous, being
someone who enjoys to stay in
her comfort zone. Looking back
three years later, I know for a fact
my life would be completely
different from how it is now
without LBH. 

Every day before we served
our community, we would read a

At night after our work was
done for the day, all of us mission-
aries and lead missionaries would

sit together and share moments
where we saw God throughout
the day. The feeling of hearing
those stories and knowing you
helped make that Godly moment
possible was indescribable. LBH is
just one big week of indescribable
moments that will stick with you
forever. But, as the week ends,
and everyone sadly says their
goodbyes to their new friends,
there is still a sense of hope know-
ing that you can share and radiate
Christ in your own community.
Love Begins Here gives you that
sense of love and joy even in what
seems like a hopeless world. Let’s
just say, I cannot wait for next
summer!  n

Mission Manifesto which summed
up why we did the work that we
did. One line of the Manifesto that
has always stuck out
to me these last
three years, I
believe, describes
why LBH is so 
special: Love, in
order to survive,
must be nourished
by sacrifices, espe-
cially the sacrifice 
of self. We refuse 
to settle for comfort
and complacency,
because we know
each person is infinitely loved.

This mission trip forces us
teens to realize that we are
beloved children of God and must
sacrifice comfort for love, because
we are incredibly loved. These 

sacrifices fuel what
Love Begins Here
truly is and that is
why it is so much
more than just a
week long, mission
trip. 

Being on the
planning team this
past year has also
helped me realize
that doing just a
small act can and
will have an effect
on others. 

                                          


