
of entertainment before, you are in for a treat. It is a
fun, interactive performance with lots of audience input
and participation. Last year we even got Fr. Paul
to dance for us and he does have some good moves!

Tickets can be purchased online at olabeloit.com.
Just login and look for the Spring Fling sign.

$45 single
$80 couple
$300 table for eight (reserved main floor) 

Find a group of friends and plan on attending this
fun event while you support Catholic Education in our
Beloit Community. Also beginning in April, tickets will
be sold after Masses and at the school office.  n
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OLA School Prepares for Annual
Spring Fling Event 
by Jo Ribordy-Christofferson 

It is that time of year again, when OLA School
celebrates the arrival of the new season with its
Annual Spring Fling. Be sure to mark your calendar

and save the date: Saturday, April 23, 2016. Once
again this year the event will be held at LaCasa Grande
and if you are looking for a fun way to spend a
Saturday night, this is a ticket you won’t want to miss.

The doors will open at 5:00 pm. This year’s event
will feature a signature cocktail, specially created 
for our Spring Fling event. Enjoy one of those cocktails
(or two) while you browse and bid on our silent 
auction items. There will be lots of great baskets to bid
on. Last year I won ice cream for a year and I must say 
I have really enjoyed it! This year one of our auction
items is a football autographed by members of the
2015-2016 Green Bay Packers football team. The 
dinner buffet will start about 6:30 pm and will feature 
a mix of Mexican and Italian food.

This year’s affair will also feature two special raffle
events. First, chances will be sold for the right to spend
time in the Money Machine. For those of you out there
that can remember Saderfest, you know what I mean. 
If not, it’s a person-sized box with money flying around 
in it. The lucky contestant will win a chance to grab all
the money he/she can in sixty seconds. The second
special raffle will be for a Free Year’s Tuition to OLA
School (or a $1,500.00 cash prize). Raffle tickets will be
available for sale before and during the Spring Fling,
but only 126 tickets will be sold. GREAT ODDS! The
winning ticket will be drawn that evening.

After dinner the live auction will begin. If you come,
be sure to pay attention because our auctioneer talks 
at about a million words per minute and the bidding
moves fast. We’ll have plenty of great items you’ll want
to bid on. Following the live auction, our entertainment
will get underway. We will be hosting the dueling
pianos and, if you’ve never seen this type 
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Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save 
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.

randyg@olabeloit.com


Pastor’s
Message
by the Very Rev.
Paul Ugo Arinze

Ihope your Lenten journey is
going as well as you have
hoped. I pray for you each day

that the good Lord who has
begun this good work in you may
bring it to completion. Amen.

This Lent I asked everyone on
Ash Wednesday to focus on
Gratitude as the guiding word 
for everything that we do, 
especially the things we are doing
for our Lenten discipline. Why
gratitude someone may ask? A
grateful heart or soul thinks not so
much about self but about the
other. This habit of living our
Lenten life out of gratitude to God
diminishes pride and selfishness. It
allows for growth in our capacity
to love, to forgive each other, 
to give without counting cost, and
to work together always keeping
at the back of our minds the
undeniable truth that we are all
children of the same Lord and
have a common destiny.

One major way to show 
gratitude to God for all His love
for us is by our presence and 
participation in the weekend
Liturgy. The Scripture tells us that
where two or three are gathered
together in God’s name, there
God is also present in their midst.
The Mass is more than just a 
gathering of good people: the
greatest gift that God gave to the
world, that is the gift of God’s

very self, is made present to us 
at Mass in the Eucharist. That
makes Mass a big deal and our
coming together all the more
meaningful. At my ordination 
to the priesthood, I chose for my
priestly motto the prayers of Psalm
116:12-13: How can I repay the
Lord for all his goodness to me. I
will raise the Chalice of Salvation
and call on the name of the Lord.
That prayer for me encapsulates
the need of gratitude in all that
we do in life. For truly how can
we repay God for the gift of life?

As we gradually approach
Easter and the spring season, I ask

you to allow the newness of life
that comes with resurrection and
spring to renew your spirit. I invite
you and your friends to join us 
in the Holy Week celebrations
beginning with Palm Sunday. 
At OLA we are a blessed and
grateful community and I am
grateful that God has blessed me
with wonderful parishioners. Let’s
keep the fire of faith in our parish
burning.  n

Blessings,
Fr. Paul
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OLA Student Band
by Pat Casucci

As you walk past the music
room in our school, you
might hear the sounds

of learning.             
Those musical sounds would

be our OLA School band members
learning to master their musical
skills and the basics of their 
instruments under the direction 
of instructor Jack Farina. He’s well
known for his 16-piece Big Band
and for his more than 50 years 
of performing and teaching band.   

Farina said he started the OLA
band program “from scratch”
about 12 years ago. This year 18
students in grades four through
eight are in band. Private and
group lessons are offered.

Presently, OLA School is one 
of very few schools in the diocese
to offer band as part of their 
curriculum.

With his innate style, Farina
clearly shows his patience and
respect for students. He stated,
Our band program is not just a
bunch of lessons. I teach students
to perform music in an efficient

manner. It allows them to develop
an entirely new dimension in their
lives – such as positive growth and
creative expression.

He added, We’re helping
mold kids into good citizens. They
develop a lifelong relationship
with music.

Principal Amy Hutson
expressed her approval of the
band program. I’m amazed at the
quality of our young musicians.
It’s wonderful that Mr. Farina can
bring out the God-given talent 
of our band students, even at the
fourth grade level. For Jack 
to accomplish this
with his expertise
and talent, and
offer this to our
kids, is very special
for our school.

Farina said
school parents are
important to his
program. Parents
pay for the band
music lessons and
it’s wonderful how
they support their kids. We need
that, said Farina. 

Farina is humble about his role
in teaching OLA students who
have played top roles in the Beloit
Memorial High School Jazz Band.
He often invites OLA band alumni
to perform as special guest artists
at school concerts. 

Revealing his wit and humor,
Farina said he continues to teach
band because this is my parish
and I was happy to fill the need
for an instructor. My forte is
teaching band. After a milestone
birthday a couple years ago, he
said, I’ve still got music in my
bones.

At OLA, Farina noted, I’m able
to teach what I think is necessary.
Most importantly I teach because
it’s super to work with our OLA
students and their parents.

With certainty, Farina said,
Music is challenging for kids, but
that's how they learn. To play an

instrument, make music and 
perform is the greatest benefit 
of our band program.

OLA Band Alumni Excel in Beloit
Memorial High School Jazz Band

According to OLA band 
parent, Jean Marie McKearn,
four of this year’s BMHS Jazz Band
members were Farina’s OLA 
students: Breanna DeNure, Frank
McKearn, Niall Gillen and
Connor Gravitt. DeNure and
McKearn have been jazz members
for four years. In addition three
more students are also OLA 

members - Nora Lewis,
Chase Miller and Joe
Hudson. 

McKearn heads the
OLA School marketing
group and is an enthused
band parent. She 
commented, It’s 
astonishing how OLA band
students play such a huge
role in the BMHS Jazz Band.

They play lead parts. 
Just look what can be

accomplished from a small school.
It just cannot be overlooked.

She proudly said the BMHS
Jazz Band is among 15 high
school bands from throughout the
nation who are finalists in the
Annual Essentially Ellington High
School Band Competition held 
in May in New York City. This is
the sixth time the BMHS band has
been invited to perform at the
event.  n

Jack Farina assisting Katrina, grade
four, and praising her for correct
embouchure.

Drums – left, Adam,
right, Brandon.

Three students on horns: (l to r) Alex,
Jennifer, and Mary.

                                                  



OLA Catholic School
Celebrates Catholic
Schools Week
by Amy Hutson
OLA School Principal

OLA Catholic School just
wrapped up another
successful Catholic Schools

Week! Here are some of the
highlights from our week: 

Our Catholic Schools Week
started out on Saturday evening
with the Pasta Dinner. We had
about 150 people attend. It was 
a fun evening of food and 
friendship. 

On Monday we came 
to school in mis-matched clothes,
had muffins with Mom, and
watched the students compete 
in the National Geographic
Geography Bee.  

Tuesday we celebrated being
patriotic by wearing red, white,
and blue. Students wrote letters 
to service men and women from
our parish and for the Vets Roll
program. On Tuesday afternoon
we had the annual student vs.

staff volleyball game. The 8th
graders put forth a great effort,
but, alas, were no match for the
staff players. Also on Tuesday we
had the opportunity to have a
special guest principal, Caroline
Santas who was our Principal-for-
the-Day! The students were so
excited when she declared that
there would be NO HOMEWORK 
on Tuesday night!  

Wednesday, as usual, was our
Mass day, and we Dressed for
Success. The students looked 
fabulous in their suits and dresses.
We also played a game of Buddy
Bingo in the gym.  

On Thursday, students dressed
in their class’s selected color of the
day and Fr. Scott Jablonski came
to speak to us about his vocation
and the importance of Catholic
schools.  

The close to Catholic Schools
Week was a busy Friday. We
shared donuts with Dad in the
morning, had Pizza Hut pizza for
lunch, and enjoyed the OLA Fest
carnival in the gym put on by the
8th Grade Class. 

Thank you to all the families
that joined us for special events
throughout the week. Also thank
you to the Parishes of OLA, St.
Thomas, St. Jude, and St. Stephen
for supporting our wonderful
Catholic school! We couldn’t do it
without you!  n
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OLA Choir 
11th Annual
Euchre Party
Saturday, March 19

6:30-9:00pm
$15 per person

Includes cards, food, fun, 
drinks and prizes.

Tickets available from choir
members, at the Administration

Center or email Randy
randyg@olabeloit.com

                



Laudato Sí, Laudato Sí,
Laudato Sí…
by Laura Warzecha
Director of Pastoral Ministries

If you have been reading
anything “Catholic” in the last
months, you have no doubt

heard these two Latin words
that begin Pope Francis’ latest
document on the Environment
called Care for Our Common
Home. As a parish last fall we read
all six chapters (in English) and
encourage you to do the same;
it’s on-line for free. 

What happens next?
The OLA Environmental Team was
born! One of our first tasks was 
to compile a list of what our
parish is already doing well 
concerning care for our common

home (earth). Here it is:
n Indoor and outdoor LED 
lighting replaces costly, inefficient
bulbs as they burn out.
n Use eco-friendly cleaning 
products and research eco-minded
vendors.
n We mulch.  
n We reuse and reduce garbage
bags and other items.
n We recycle in every building.
n Use little/no outdoor fertilizers. 
n Use non-toxic weed-killer made
from natural household 
ingredients in sidewalk cracks.
n Lawn mower is on high setting.
n Use safer sidewalk salt.
n Compost area located near
dumpsters.
n Installed weather stripping 
on doors.
n Use both sides of copy paper. 

n We are in the process of 
tracking our energy use (output)
and researching improvements.
n Preventative maintenance
schedules are being devised 
for equipment and buildings.
n Awareness and education are
ongoing, such as bulletin eco-
facts, Lenten 4.2 project and
working with the school and Faith
Formation students.
n Communication is ongoing as
well – STAY TUNED.

We are always open to new
ideas! JOIN US every FIRST 
MONDAY at 6:00 pm in the
Administration Center. The 
meetings are short and our aim 
is simple: set 3 reachable goals
each month. Can we all learn
something from what our parish 
is doing?  n
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Spotlight on Caritas
by Ann Schroeder, 
OLA Caritas Representative

Thank all of you who support
Caritas by donations and
volunteer time.

Speaking of donations, Spring
into Action, Caritas’s major fund 
raiser, begins March 1st. Due 
to the increased volume of families
served in recent months, it is
imperative that we, as a parish,
support this fundraiser by reaching
a little deeper into our pockets
with monetary donations. Watch
for more details in the parish 
bulletin and on the Kiosk.

Volunteers are needed to meet
the increased services and volume 
of neighbors visiting Caritas. The 
variety of “jobs” and hours are
numerous. Please call Caritas
to arrange a meeting to discuss
your interests and times available
with the Caritas staff. You may

also call me at 815-624-0666 or
email me at jcsaos@charter.net
with questions. New volunteer
resources at Caritas have included
students from the Fresh Start
group from Community Action.
It is all about partnering with 
community programs. Ongoing 
volunteer resources include the
National Honor Society, Beloit
Memorial High School, and Turner
Middle School & High School.

Caritas will be having an all
day open house April 16th. Details
forthcoming! If you have not
toured the Caritas facility or seen
the changes there, this is your
chance to do so.  

The Voluntary Action Center
has closed due to lack of funding.
Caritas has taken on the air 
conditioners project which VAC
did in the past. If you know 
of someone who needs an air 
conditioner due to health issues,
have them contact Caritas
at 608-362-4403 or 
www.caritasbeloit.org
for an application.

In the past several years the 
number of homeless teens has
been identified by several 
community projects. Caritas is 
in the process of developing a
program to meet the weekend
food needs for those teens. If you
have knowledge or interest 
in this project, please contact
Donna at Caritas. As this program
is developed, more details will be 
in our parish bulletin.

The Food Recovery Program
is in full swing with Beloit College 
providing excess food prepared
there to Caritas. n

                                                                              



I had attended various 
churches growing up but was
never baptized. After my husband
Jordan and I were married, I felt
the need to commit to a deeper
relationship with Christ. Jordan is
a Catholic and attended OLA
School. After learning about RCIA 
I felt now is the time!

– DeAnna Senz: Catechumen, 
finishing her degree in accounting. 

My husband Marc and I were
married in October by Fr. John 
at St. Thomas. Before our wedding
we felt having our family of one
faith was important. I had been
active in some campus ministries
in college. Marc was raised in
France and seeing some of the
beautiful traditions of French
Catholicism drew me closer 
to God. We have felt very welcome
coming to the parishes in Beloit.
RCIA opened the doors for new
understandings of Jesus and 
my faith.

– Elyse Bianchi, Candidate works 
at Kerry Corp. She will enter the

Catholic faith with Fr. John and the
people of St. Thomas.

The first Sunday after the first
full moon after the spring equinox
will be here before you know it.
Please pray with joy for all those
entering the faith this Easter. n

for class sessions and Rites.   
When we began RCIA sessions

last fall, Easter seemed so far away.
But with the time for the Easter
Sacraments fast approaching we
want you to know those adults
coming into our faith. The Church
makes a distinction between 
those being baptized called 
catechumens, and those already
baptized (in Catholic or other
Christian denomination) who are
called candidates. All bring a 
special gift to our worshiping
community simply by the fact
they remind us not to take the gift
of our faith for granted. Listen to
their vox populi voice of people:

My daughter–in-law is a
Catholic at OLA. I had been 
thinking about Catholicism for a
while. I was also intrigued by
Pope Francis. My friend John 
invited me to attend at OLA and 
I felt so comfortable and truly 
at home, this could be my parish.
– Karen Windsor, Candidate, retired.

I began attending OLA with
my friend Rachel, (she is in the
choir.) I was moved by how 
welcoming and friendly people
were. I also was a bit surprised 
to discover how accepting the
Catholic Church was.

– J. Park, Candidate, works 
in computer IT at Edgewood College. 

RCIA Rite of Sending
10:30 Mass February 14, 2016
by Rob Olsen, 
Director of Faith Formation

Does it seem like Ash
Wednesday was early this
year? It is what we refer

to as a movable feast. Of course
we know that Ash Wednesday is
always the beginning of Lent and
that it is calculated 46 days before
the date of Easter of that year.
The setting of the date of Easter
was decreed by the Council of
Nicea 325 A.D. and is calculated
as the first Sunday after the
first full moon of the spring
(vernal) equinox. It gets further
complicated when using the Julian
calendar or the Gregorian
calendars. And more so when the
Eastern and Western Churches
split in 1054. That could be a
whole Church history class. It is
part of the reason the Church
often was responsible for almanacs
and calendars long before the
printing press. When we speak
of the 40 days of Lent we are
adhering to the tradition that
views the Sundays as little Easters

because Sunday is always meant
to celebrate the Resurrection. Ash
Wednesday can be as early as
February 4th or as late as March
10th. The next time Lent will
begin this early is in the year
2027. The reason for all this
discussion: it was a question the
candidates and even the sponsors
in RCIA wanted to know as we
were counting down the time left
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Catechumen DeAnna Senz signing
the Book of the Elect with her
Godparent and husband, Jordan,
looking on.

2016 RCIA Catechumen and Candidates going through the process and their
sponsors: 3rd from left, Karen Windsor; 5th, J. Park; 3rd from right, DeAnna
Senz, 2nd from right, Elyse Bianchi. DeAnna is our Catechumen seeking
Baptism, Confirmation & Eucharist; all others are Candidates seeking
Confirmation and Eucharist.

                                       



else to do. Today reminded me 
of why we go to church. We
aren’t meant to be alone. I was
lifted up by all those who came 
to church today. I hope in some
small way my presence did the
same for others. When we go 
to church we show that there is
strength in numbers…that we
aren’t alone in this struggle 
or any other.

Across the way I saw a young
woman wearing a Superman 
t-shirt and I remembered a story
about Austin….that he loved
superheros…and I remembered
seeing a picture of him dressed as
Superman.

As the Mass concluded,
mourners filed out quietly, single
file and then on to the parking lot
for the long slow trip to the 
cemetery west of town. Austin
Ramos was 5 years old. In 25 or
30 years he might have been the
Doctor who visits me in the 
nursing home or an artist who
painted the art on my walls or the
plumber who unclogs my drain.
He should have had the right 
to decide that for himself because
we live in a country where it’s still
possible for 5 year old kids to
grow up to be anything they
want. But he didn’t…and we’re 
all worse off for it.

I don’t have an insightful end
to this story nor do I have an
answer to the question Now
what? But sitting in church today 
I was reminded that I don’t have
to come up with the answer 
by myself because we are all 
in this together. May God bless
you and welcome you Austin.  n
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Austin Ramos, Jr.

Five year old Austin Ramos was
tragically killed in a senseless
act of violence on Friday

January 22nd. His funeral Mass
took place at OLA on Friday
January 29th. Many parishioners
attended the Mass and what
follows are the observations
of one of them:

I did something today I have
never done before: I attended the
funeral of a total stranger – Austin
Ramos Jr., a 5 year old boy who
was shot and killed in a senseless
act of violence in our community.
On the one hand I had no 
business being there. I had never
met this young boy nor do I
believe I know any members of his
immediate family. Yet, over the
last week, I saw his picture every
day and heard stories about what
a wonderful loving child he was. 
I feel like even though I never met
him I am unlikely to ever forget
him. On the other hand he was
baptized in my church, which
makes it OUR church and he lived
in our community so in that
regard I needed to be there. I took
my rosary and worked the beads
before Mass. The ritual took me
back and comforted me.
Austin’s grandmother stood 
courageously in front of the
church before Mass and shared
sweet memories of the boy she
loved so dearly. She fought back
tears the whole time but spoke 
so eloquently. She stood there
thanking the community, thanking
those in attendance…when it was

really us who should have been
thanking her for her courage.

The coffin…the very small
white coffin...was wheeled up 
to the front of the church. It was 
physically small but in some ways
the weight of this casket was
beyond measurement.

I looked around the church
and I saw some familiar faces 
from the parish but mostly I saw
folks who based on their body 
language hadn’t been in a
Catholic church for a long time, 
if ever. I hoped they felt 
welcomed. The choir sang Psalm
23 in Spanish and I was so 
grateful that a year ago we had
purchased new hymnals with
some songs printed in Spanish
and English. We recited the Our
Father in Spanish and it was my
turn to feel a little out of touch.
The handshake of peace always
throws people…but it was good
to shake hands with the strangers
around me and exchange hopes
for peace and extend a welcome.

The Catholic Mass is a 
beautiful ritual in so many ways,
and at times like these, the ritual is
a welcomed old friend. I looked
around the church as the Mass
went on and watched the uncer-
tainty as people struggled with
standing or sitting or kneeling. 
Fr. John, who said the Mass, did 
his best to help everyone 
choreograph through the dance.
In his homily he talked about the
difficulty of finding the right
words partly because we don’t
know what to say and partly
because there is so much to say. 
I guess I was sitting in the church
today because I didn’t know what

Mission Concert
Sunday, February 21, 2016

Piano: Brian Wrightson
Percussion: Randy Maio
Violin: Nancy Maio
Vocals: Anna Nuzzo & Rich Harter
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Deaths “I have called you each by name”

Robert G. Nicholls (11-26-2015)
Ethel L. Falco (12-07-2015)
John B. Boyce (12-31-2015)
Russell R. Gile (01-06-2016)
Austin R. Ramos (01-22-2016)
Rose M. Barraco (01-26-2016)
Anna M. Henthorn-Ward (02-08-2016)
Nancy M. Brice (02-12-2016)

Baptisms “You are God’s work of art”

Ashley Alexandra Backus (Jason & Alexandra)
Jonathan David Hauck (Andrew & Samantha)
Cameron David Bohr (Stephen & Laura)
Seth Ryan Bohr (Stephen & Laura)
Graham Michael Gilliland (Holly)
Mathilda Anne Ash (Michael & Amy)
Lucas Asher Johnson (Nicholas & Jessica)

Prayer and Community:
Lessons from a
Monastery
by Ellen Joyce

When the Benedictine
monks of Saint John’s
Abbey process into

church in two lines, they bow
first towards the altar and then,
turning towards the monk at their
side, they bow to each other
before they turn again to go
to their seats. They do this, I’m
told, to show their reverence for
Christ, who is present in every
human person, and that notion of
reverence – for Christ and for each
other – informs every gesture and
every movement of their prayer
together. 

The monks gather once a day
for Mass and two or three times
more to celebrate the liturgy 
of the Divine Office. During the
two months I am spending at
Saint John’s University this winter,
I have been able to join them
often and to reflect on what their
devotion to the prayer of the
church has to teach me about
God’s mercy and about seeing
Christ in others.

Reciting the Psalms in English
is the heart of the Divine Office,
which monks and nuns have

lives with each other know each
other’s strengths and weaknesses
as well as brothers and sisters in
any family do; I can imagine what
a struggle it must be to see Christ
in the tone-deaf guy who took the
last cookie from the tray half an
hour before Evening Prayer or
whose words of betrayal once hurt
you deeply. 

Verse by verse, day after day,
and year after year the words 
of the Church’s liturgy seep into
our souls and help us to open our
eyes to the presence of God all
around us; this is not a secret 
privilege for monks and nuns
alone but for all of us who hope
to encounter Christ in our 
communities and in our own lives.
To revere Christ in those around
us means to see that each person
is part of God’s great story 
of mercy and compassion – and 
to allow ourselves to be touched
by that mercy and compassion 
in return. n

prayed for centuries in addition 
to their celebration of the Mass.
When I pray and sing the psalms
aloud I find myself running
through the whole range of
human emotions: I praise God, I
thank Him for making the sun and
moon and all the animals, I find
myself asking God for protection
from my enemies (who or what
are my enemies?  Hmm…), and I
am constantly retelling stories
about God’s saving power. One
night I am reminded of King
David’s battles; the next morning
we are retelling the drama of
Moses and the Exodus from
Egypt. Over and over again, this
year, I notice that the moral 
of almost every story is to tell of
God’s mercy in the face of human
failures and betrayals and to thank
Him for His great compassion.

Our prayers for peace, our
gratitude for Creation, our
wrestling with our fears and 
anxieties (or, indeed, our enemies)
and our belief that God looks out
for the vulnerable are all meant 
to change how we live with each
other and how we revere the 
presence of Christ in each other –
we can’t say words about 
compassion and mercy through-
out the day and night without
running the risk that they will
transform how we see the world.
Monks who spend their whole

                        


