
are upright and that the welcome
tabs are neatly placed in the books.
Any items left in the pews are placed
on the back counter in the gathering
space, Cheryl continued. After a final
check of the sanctuary, she secures the
church – checking all exterior doors 
to be sure they are closed and locked. 

At the 8:00 Mass, Dick said, By
welcoming people, I’ve met so many
parishioners. I enjoy the hospitality
members that I work with. I’m glad 
I can do that much for OLA because 
I work during the week.

Several years ago, when his father
could no longer drive, Dick took him
to early Mass. I always helped out
where needed, ushered, and was a lay Communion 
minister, he said. When our new church was built, I 
continued on. It was, at the time, sort of the young guys
taking over these responsibilities, he said, with a bit 
of humor in his voice. 

I make sure there are people to take the collection 
and I always watch to be sure Communion is brought 
to anyone who cannot walk to the altar, he said, adding:
that a fellow member, Frank Wywialowski, always gets
the people who take up the gifts.

Dick continued, I help Rob (Olsen) hand out crosses
to the Eucharistic Ministers, and try to be sure the crosses
are returned after Mass. Once the pews are checked, I’m
the last to leave. Sharing his humor, he added, It gets me
to church on Sunday morning!

– Continued on Page 6
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Hospitality Ministry
by Pat Casucci

As you drive into our Parish complex, the attractive
grounds and Marian Statue offer a welcome.  

When you enter the church and proceed into the
sanctuary, you may notice that it manifests care and
orderliness, in preparation for the celebration of the
Liturgy. 

From greeting people to handing out bulletins, 
from taking the collection to a myriad of other duties,
hospitality ministry captains and members ensure 
all goes smoothly for each Mass. 

Overseeing all the preparations are the hospitality 
captains. They are: Cheryl McKee – Saturday 5:00PM

Mass; and Sunday morning Masses: Dick Karashinski
– 8:00AM; Penny Thomas and Jeff & Cece Leithauser 
– 10:30AM.

Cheryl described the various tasks that each captain
oversees. It matters greatly to Cheryl that preparations 
go smoothly. I enjoy greeting people, helping them find 
a seat if needed, and serving our church community. The 

hospitality members are a great
group to work with, she said.

She added, I was raised from
childhood to serve and help 
at church; I was also inspired,
when I was in school, by assisting
Sister Ann Marie Gallagher who
worked at the parish with the
CCD and other programs. It was
very meaningful to me.

She usually arrives about 45
minutes before Mass to check the
pews for neatness. The collection

baskets are readied. Greeters are assigned to each church
door. She helps hand out the crosses to Eucharistic
Ministers and checks with those who take the collection
and carry the gifts. When Father comes out, I turn the
lights on, signifying Mass will begin, she said.

Following Mass dismissal, hospitality members hand
out bulletins and make sure all is in order as people leave.
We then go through the church, being sure hymn books

S e e  O L A  P a r i s h  o n  t h e  W o r l d  W i d e  W e b !  w w w . o l a b e l o i t . c o m
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Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save 
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.

Hospitality Minister 
Dick Karashinski

Hospitality Minister 
Cheryl McKee
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Pastor’s
Message
by Fr. Mike Resop

OLA Church – Mission or
Maintencance?

Proclaim Christ and make
Disciples. The Church is
‘permanently in a state

of mission.’
This past September, OLA 

staff attended a diocesan day 
in Milwaukee that was entitled
Church as Mission, not
Maintenance.

Pope Francis has stated 
in Evangelii Gaudium, “By virtue
of their baptism, all members 
of the People of God have become

missionary disciples”. This is our
fundamental identity as being
Catholic, it is the perfect and
fullest experience of who we are
and what we do, which is 
evangelization...sharing the Good
News in word and action. So
being disciples, we are called 
to place our resources and 
God- given gifts at the service 
of others, so they can encounter
Christ through us.

This is the question I invite us
to ponder: Are the parish activities
and ministries just sheer busy-ness
or are we helping people 
to encounter Christ and enter 
into a deeper relationship 
with God as a disciple?

That will help us discover 
if we are a Mission Church or a
Maintenance Church._ _ _ _ _

Thank you for your support 
of the Priests for Our Future: The
Church Is Alive! Campaign, as well
as the Annual Catholic Appeal.

Please continue to fulfill your
pledges to ensure funds will be
available to educate our future
priests as well as for programs
within our diocese. 
Priests for Our Future
Parish Results to date:
Parish Goal $730,000.00 
Parish Pledge Total: $776,796.00
Paid to Date: $309,863.00
Percent Collected 42%
Annual Catholic Appeal
Parish Results to date:
Parish Goal $67,298.00
Parish Pledge Total: $46,821.00
70% of goal
Paid to Date: $44,416.00 
66% of goal   n
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This Holiday Season:
Shop with Scrip and
Increase Your Giving
by Jo Ribordy-Christofferson

While we prayerfully
prepare for the coming
of Christmas during this

Advent Season, many of us will
also be busy shopping for the
holidays. Did you know that you
can increase your giving to OLA
while you shop? The OLA Scrip

Program gives you the power
to fundraise for OLA without
doing anything more than using

Scrip gift cards to pay for your
everyday shopping. That’s right,
earn money for OLA while
spending money on things you
already plan to buy during the
holiday season! Net cost to you
is zero.

How Scrip Works
n OLA buys gift cards at 1-13%
less than face value (varies by
retailer).
n You buy the gift cards through
OLA’s Scrip program at face value.
n You use the gift cards at local
and national retail stores where
you already shop. 
n The difference between face
value and what OLA pays = Profits
for OLA!

The Benefits:
Example: You can shop both 
in-store or online with 
participating retailers.
n Scrip gift cards are just like
using a credit/debit card, but

without the fraud risk.
n Scrip program earnings are
greater than credit card rewards
(typically 3 – 15%).
n It costs you nothing to increase
your giving to OLA.

Looking for gift cards to give
those hard to please teenagers?
Stop by our table after Mass and
do your one-stop shopping! Prefer
to do all you shopping online? 
We have Amazon gift cards to use
towards your purchases. (It 
eliminates credit card fraud!) 
$10 gift cards make great presents
for gift exchange parties. Stop at
our table after Mass. We’d love 
to see you!  n

CASH-AND-CARRY-SCRIP
is sold after weekday Masses,

on Mondays and Fridays before
school (7:50AM) and on Fridays

after school. It is also available in
the OLA school office through the

school administration assistant
from 8:30AM until 2:30PM every
day the school office is open.

Product Qty Rebate

Woodman’s $100 Gift Card 2 $10.00

Barnes & Noble $25 Gift Card 2 $4.50

Culver’s $25 Gift Card 4 $10.00

Starbucks $10 Gift Card 5 $3.50

OLA Profit $28.00

Thank you to Mel Wirkus and
Wirkus Nurseries for all the 
landscaping work they have done
for the parish during the growing
season. Your generosity and work
for the parish are appreciated 
by all of us!
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Who Are Those People
Painted on the Wall 
in Church?
by Rob Olsen, 
Director of Faith Formation

Among the many joys
of being a catechist is the
chance to share stories

about the saints. Every year kids
ask, Who are those people painted
on the wall in Church? The mural
depicts notable holy men and
women who are saints of the
Americas. Telling the fascinating
stories of all of those people is far
beyond the scope of this column,
but if you’d like to learn more
about any of them, contact me
in the FF office. 

What makes saints so  
appealing to young people (and
many of the rest of us), is how
they show that we ordinary human
beings can be in relationship 
to the divine. Through the saints
we get a special perspective and
understanding of the love of God
for all people. In our Catholic 
tradition we have saints for nearly
every situation, cause, ailment,
occupation, and nationality. The
saints help us connect our story 
to God’s story, which is the very
story of salvation. Of course it is
Mary, the Mother of God, who
stands at the center of all the
saints and whose message, always
and everywhere, is Come and
know, and live, in the love and
mercy of my Son, Jesus.

We are fortunate here at OLA
that the mural on the west wall 
of the church illustrates that in a 
wonderful way. In the center 
of the holy men and women 
of the Americas is an image 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe,
(OLG). One of the best books I’ve
come across about OLG and the
miraculous story of the poor 
peasant Juan Diego who was
called to deliver her message is;
Guadalupe: Mother of the New
Creation, by Fr. Virgilio Elizondo,

Orbis Press 1997. Of course, there
are many others and also good
sources on the internet to learn
and appreciate the amazing
iconography and symbols of the
image, and the history and various
legends associated with it. 
Most of us know that OLG is the
Patroness of Mexico and deeply
revered, and a unifying symbol 
of many Latin American peoples
and cultures. The Basilica of OLG
in Mexico City is the most visited
Christian pilgrimage site in the
world in modern times. St. Pope
John Paul II, in his 1999 visit 
to Mexico, proclaimed OLG,
Patroness of the Americas (note
the plural). In doing so he sought
to send a message of unity not
just for the people of Latin
America but between North and
South. OLG is also seen as
Patroness of the unborn because
the image specifically depicts a
pregnant mestizo woman. Finally
the story of OLG and Juan Diego
has always been about uplifting
the downtrodden and the dignity
of oppressed people. The 
messages of unity, the dignity 
of life, and compassion and care
of the vulnerable is as urgent
today in North and South as it
was in 1531, when roses spilled
from Juan Diego’s tilma, (cloak)
and the miraculous image was first
revealed. 

The United States patroness is
Mary, the Immaculate Conception
with the Holy Day celebrated 
on December 8. The Feast Day 
of OLG is celebrated on December
12. What special opportunities to
pray with Mary for the Americas:
n Holy Day Masses include:
Wednesday, December 7 at
7:00PM and Thursday, December 8
at 8:15AM here at OLA. 
n On Monday, December 12 the
Catholic parishes of Beloit: St Jude,
St. Thomas, & OLA have a special
Mass here at OLA for Our Lady of
Guadalupe: Songs with Mariachis
to Our Lady of Guadalupe at
5:00PM, Mass at 5:30PM, and after

Mass, a dinner in Assumption Hall.
n El lunes 12 de Diciembre a las
5:00PM en OLA 2222 Shopiere
Road, Beloit: Los invitan a la 
celebración de Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe. Cantos a la Morenita
del Tepeyac con Mariachis a las
5:00PM y la Misa a las 5:30PM.
Inmediatamente después de 
celebrar la misa los invitamos a
compartir una rica cena.
Para más información comunicarse
con Araceli (608) 856-0566. For
more information contact Araceli.

At the Mass for OLG expect 
to see a wonderful crowd 
of young and old, full of joy, lots
of flowers, and learn once again
Mary’s message always and 
everywhere: Come and know, and
live, in the love and mercy of my
Son, Jesus!   n

Faith Formation
Please check the bulletin, 

the parish website, or contact 
us about these Faith Formation
details:

n First Reconciliation Retreat and
Sacrament, Saturday December
10, 9:00AM – Noon. 

n ADVENT-ure SUNDAY,
December 11, 1:00-5:00PM

Our 6th annual Advent activity
day for kids.

n Liturgy of the Word for
Children, 1st and 3rd Sundays, at
all the Masses, with our special Fill
the Bin food collection for Caritas
Pantry on the 3rd Sunday.

n Adult Bible Study Evening:
Exploring the Nativity Narratives,
Monday December 19, 
6:30-7:30PM. 

n Wednesday Evening FF classes
for Grades 1-8: 
Last class is December 14, 
Resume January 18, 2017.

                                     



Sponsor a Teen 
for Frassati Fest
by Geno Finn,
Youth Minister

This February the teens
of OLA will be going on a
weekend retreat to Frassati

Fest held at the Kalahari in
Wisconsin Dells. Frassati Fest is
named after Blessed Pier Giorgio
Frassati. He was born in Italy
in 1901 and died in 1925 of polio.
Bl. Pier Giorgio was known for his
love for the outdoors, the youth,
and especially his love for helping
the poor. From a very young age
he developed a great love for the
Eucharist. Even though his parents
weren’t practicing Catholics, Pier
Giorgio found it important to get
to daily Mass. He would sneak out
very early in the morning to get
to Mass. When he wasn’t studying
or enjoying the outdoors, he was
always seen helping the poorest
of the poor. His family was pretty
wealthy and well known in Italy.
He would take all the money he
would receive from his family and
give it to the poor. He saw great
value in helping and spending
time with people nobody would
visit, such as those with leprosy,

polio, and many other diseases.
He eventually contracted polio
and died shortly after. There were
hundreds of people who attended
his funeral. Saint John Paul II
said at Blessed Pier Giorgio’s
Beatification on May 20, 1990:
By his example he proclaims that
a life lived in Christ’s Spirit, the
Spirit of the Beatitudes, is
‘blessed,’ and that only the
person who becomes a ‘man or
woman of the Beatitudes’ can
succeed in communicating love
and peace to others. He repeats
that it is really worth giving up
everything to serve the Lord. He
testifies that holiness is possible
for everyone, and that only
revolution of charity can enkindle
the hope of a better future in the
hearts of people.

St. John Paul II is inviting not
only the youth to live this out, but
all the faithful. We are being called
to come out of our comfort zones
and live out the Beatitudes. Let us
remember to live out our faith, as
Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati said, 
To live without faith, without 
patrimony to defend, without a
steady struggle for the Truth, is
not living but existing. We must
never exist, but live.

Frassati Fest is a time for the
teens to live. They meet teens
from all over the Diocese of
Madison to learn more about the
Catholic Faith and how to live it
out. They have the wonderful
opportunity to go to Confession,
Mass, and pray in front of the
Blessed Sacrament during
Adoration. They will learn how 
to live out the Beatitudes like 
Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati. There 
will also be time for fun at the
waterpark. As a parish we have
been sending teens to Frassati
Fest since it’s inception. The cost
for this retreat is $150.00, which
deters many teens from going.
This year I would like to take as
many teens as I can from our
parish. I ask for your help 
in sponsoring our teens in order 
to keep the cost down for them.
Whether it’s $1.00, $50.00 or 
the entire $150.00, any donation
amount would be greatly 
appreciated. If you cannot donate
at this time, please keep all these
teens in your prayers. Contact
Geno at genof@olabeloit.com
for more information.  n
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Know Your Parish Staff Front row L to R: Rachel Shepherd, Dir. Child Care; Laurie Seehafer,
Business Mgr.; Jean Nosek, Faith Formation Adm. Asst.; Laura Warzecha, Pastoral Minister; 
Les Blumreich, Maintenance; Jeanne Berner, Parish Adm. Asst. Back row L to R: Geno Finn, Youth
Minister; Trevor Seivert, Principal; Rob Olsen, Dir. Faith Formation; Mike Fallon, Maintenance; 
Randy Gracyalny, Dir. Liturgy & Music; Fr. Mike Resop, Pastor

On behalf of the OLA Parish,
School and Child Care Staff, we
would like to extend a blessing
to all of you for a prayerful 
and joy-filled Advent and
Christmas Season.

As we bring a close 
to 2016 and look ahead 
to 2017, we would like to
thank you for the care, 
concern and dedication you
have given in prayer and 
in parish and school activities.

Happy New Year !!!!!!!!
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Scenes from the Great Chili
Debate, November 5, 2016

such as booster chairs, Pack-N-
Plays, etc. Sorry, we cannot accept
car seats or cribs.

Thank you to all who donated
hair care products or made a
donation for them in November
for Caritas. It is greatly 
appreciated. If you still wish 
to donate products, please put
them in the Caritas box in the
Gathering Space.

There are a number of 
up-coming events I want to tell 
you about:
n Scoopy Day at Beloit Culver’s,
on December 7 from 10:00AM

to 10:00PM. Volunteers are needed
to work – greeting people and
delivering their food orders. Call
Caritas if you are able to help that
day. Also, I encourage you to
donate by coming and having a
meal at Culver’s!
n Share Your Holidays
highlighting Caritas will be aired
this year on NBC in December. We
will try to let you know when it
airs through the parish bulletin.

Caritas is once again having a
Christmas Party for the neighbors

and their children that we serve.
It will be held on Saturday,
December 17th, from 10:00AM-
2:00PM at Caritas. Mr. and Mrs.
Claus will be there, children will
have their pictures taken with
Santa. There will be cookies and
beverages for all. The knitters have
been busy under the direction 
of our own Jean Nosek and 
hopefully each child will receive 
a hand knitted or crocheted hat.
The hope is to also have a gift 
for each child that attends. If you
want to help with this party, you
can bake cookies and/or donate a
gift for a child. The cookies need
to be dropped off by 2:00PM

Friday, December 16th. Children’s
gifts, if wrapped, need to be
labeled boy or girl and be age-
appropriate and brought to
Caritas by Friday, December 16th.
If unwrapped they must 
be to Caritas by Wednesday,
December 14th. Questions about
gifts can be directed to Paula 
at Caritas 608-362-4403.  n

Spotlight on Caritas
by Ann Schroeder & Cindy O’Brien, 
OLA Caritas Representatives

Caritas was able to provide
500 Thanksgiving meals (a
turkey, vegetables, cranberry

sauce, gravy, mashed potatoes,
stuffing, and a pumpkin pie) to
our neighbors. A huge thank you
to Beloit Life Center for hosting
the distribution once again and
to the Beloit Blades hockey team
for helping pack the meal bags.
500 bags were done in less than
an hour! Also, thank you to those
who assisted with distributing the
meals at the drive-thru on
Wednesday and Thursday the
week before Thanksgiving.

The Diaper Bank is thriving
and happy to report receiving
donations of clothing from the
Kids Resale Closet of Janesville
and board books from the
Madison Reading Project. Ecolab
granted Caritas $2,500 for the
Diaper Bank. We can use diapers
sizes 4-6, cold weather clothing
infant to 4T, and baby equipment

                                                        



about taking 15 minutes out 
of your day (1% of your day) 
to read the bible or say the rosary
to grow closer to God. They gave
us pamphlets and daily scripture
readings to develop the habit 
of praying more. The research 
from this seminar said that it takes
5 weeks to develop a habit, and
The 1% Challenge is designed for a
5 week program. My goal is to
make this my Lenten Offering. 

The Maintenance to Mission
seminar was attended by all 
of the parish staff as a way for us
to refocus our attention to what
we ultimately do here at OLA. 
It was this seminar that has been
our parish staff’s focal point since
September. At every school or
parish staff meeting, we read 
our mission statement to focus 
our attention to what each 
department does.

After the morning sessions, we
signed out one of the conference
rooms where we could come
together as a parish staff to grow
in faith and fellowship. This 
step was such an important
opportunity to grow closer 
to each other and also to God as 
discussed in the seminars we just
attended. We talked, laughed 
and discussed as a team. We 
challenged ourselves to bring
things back and spread them 
to each of our departments. 

Taken together, this Leadership
Day has been the starting point 
of what vision we want for OLA.
Personally, I have used this
approach with the teachers and
students as I look toward the 
future, building a school 
community that focuses on God
and academics. n

Sense of Community
by Trevor Sievert,
OLA School Principal 

After my first quarter at OLA,
I am sincerely struck by the
sense of community at the

parish and school. From the
parents, students and teachers –
all have shown their tremendous
love and respect to each other as
a faith community. It’s further
highlighted by the way in which
everyone looks to live the mission
of OLA. As a parish staff, we
routinely come together for
meetings to discuss what is
happening in each of our
departments. By and large,
everyone is supportive,
understanding and willing to help.

One event that sticks out 
to me that proves OLA has a 
wonderful parish staff was the day
we went to the Archdiocese 
of Milwaukee for their Leadership
Day. This event was on September
30, and I, along with the parish
staff, had to arrive at OLA at
6:00AM to get to Milwaukee by
the 8:00AM start time. Talk about 
an early morning! Arriving at 
the Cousin’s Center at 7:40AM, we
had to park 400 yards away from
the entrance. On top of that, it
was raining! The good news was
that the rain did not dampen the
mood. Standing there soaking
wet, we checked in and hustled 
to the opening ceremony and
prayer service.

We spent the morning going
to different seminars learning how
to pray more and ultimately lead
our parish with our mission 
in mind. The two seminars I
attended were: The 1% Challenge
along with Maintenance to
Mission. The 1% Challenge was
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Hospitality Ministry  
– Continued from Page 1

Making sure the 10:30 Mass is 
a pleasant experience for everyone,
Penny added, and I feel good when 
I’m helping people feel welcome 
and comfortable at OLA. I answer 
questions and like to greet 
parishioners.

She said being a hospitality 
captain is not hard. We watch over
the congregation. After Mass, it’s
important to me to leave the church
very tidy and looking nice. It’s the
little things that make our day and
also, other peoples’ day, she happily
stated.

For CeCe
and Jeff, it’s a
family tradition
to be involved
in church
activities. It’s
very fulfilling.
We extremely
enjoy the
interaction 
with all the

parishioners who come to 10:30
Mass, said Cece.

Because of work, Jeff is not 
available for committees during 
the week. For Jeff, greeting 
parishioners is very rewarding. It’s
an opportunity to get to know 
people, Cece added.     

Cheryl invites more parishioners
to sign up for the hospitality 
committee. They can contact Randy
Gracyalny. You definitely meet a lot
of people while welcoming them
to OLA.

Fr. Mike added Hospitality is key
in bringing together those who come
to worship. As Liturgical Documents
state: ‘Liturgy flourishes in a climate
of hospitality’, a situation in which
people are made comfortable with
one another by a gracious welcome
at the doors of church. Our parish
motto is: ‘A Catholic Community
with Open Doors and Generous
Hearts.’ Many visitors remark about
how welcomed they feel here at OLA
and I believe OLA ministers of
Hospitality do an excellent job 
in providing that welcome. n

The First grade class received a grant from the Rock
County Conservationists to purchase a vermicompost-
ing classroom kit. They will care for 500 red wiggler
worms as they use our lunch scraps to turn bedding
into compost. In the spring Les is going to help us use
the compost to plant some spring flowers around the
campus. Also included in the grant was a presentation
by the Welte Environmental Center about Wonderful
Worms and composting.

Hospitality Ministers 
Penny Thomas (L) and 
Cece Leithauser
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Advent/Christmas Schedule
“Every Advent, we celebrate Jesus’ coming as an infant long ago, his ongoing presence with us now, and his 

return in glory in the future. Advent is also a season of repentance; John the Baptist calls us to ‘Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand’ (Mt. 3:2). From the Sunday and daily readings we hear: God saves, God shelters
and protects us, God’s light triumphs, God provides nourishment, God comforts and heals, God’s justice reigns. 
As disciples, our Advent task is to accept the charge to stay awake, to prepare ourselves for the Lord’s coming.”

– Sourcebook for Sundays, Seasons and weekdays

Sunday, Nov. 27 First Sunday of Advent
Tuesday, Nov. 29 Attitudes Toward Islam & Muslims 6:30PM at St. Thomas

Cluster Adult Education Opportunity presented by Dr. Majeed – Beloit College
Friday, Dec 2 Fish Fry 5:00 - 7:00PM in Assumption Hall

Saturday, Dec. 3 Private Reconciliation at 9:00AM

Children’s Christmas Choir Rehearsal 3:00-4:00PM in church
Liturgy of the Word for Children
Confirmation Retreat at Camp Gray (through Sunday)

Sunday, Dec. 4 Second Sunday of Advent – Blood Pressure Screening after all Masses.
Liturgy of the Word for Children

Tuesday, Dec 6 Catholic MOMS Group 7:30PM in Assumption Hall
Wednesday, Dec. 7 Vigil – Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception – Holy Day of Obligation

Mass with Faith Formation 7:00PM

Thursday, Dec. 8 Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception – Holy Day of Obligation
Mass with School Children 8:15AM

Saturday, Dec. 10 First Reconciliation retreat 9:00AM

First Reconciliation and Parish Communal Reconciliation 11:00AM

Children’s Christmas Choir Rehearsal 3:00-4:00PM in the music room
Sunday, Dec. 11 Third Sunday of Advent – Hospitality Sunday

ADVENT-ure Sunday 1:00-5:00PM in Assumption Hall
Monday, Dec. 12 Cluster Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass with our Hispanic Community at OLA Church

5:00PM Songs with Mariachis to Our Lady of Guadalupe  5:30PM Mass
Reception following Mass in Assumption Hall

Tuesday, Dec. 13 Child Care Early Childhood Baby Jesus Birthday Party  9:30AM Assumption Hall
OLA School Music and Band Christmas Program 1:30PM and 6:00PM in the Gym

Saturday, Dec. 17 Private Reconciliation 9:00AM

Children’s Christmas Choir Rehearsal 3:00-4:00PM in church
Liturgy of the Word for Children

Sunday, Dec. 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent Giving Tree gifts due!
Liturgy of the Word for Children
Decorate for Christmas following 10:30AM Mass
Middle/High School Youth Night 6:15-8:15PM in Assumption Hall

Monday, Dec. 19 Exploring the Nativity Narratives – Adult Bible Study 6:30-7:30PM Assumption Hall
Wednesday, Dec. 21 Cluster Communal Penance Service 6:30PM St. Stephen’s

Thursday, Dec. 22 Children’s Christmas Choir Rehearsal 6:00PM in church
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal with Children’s Choir 6:30-8:00PM in church

Saturday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Children’s Mass with Pageant at 5:00PM (Carols at 4:30PM)
Christmas Mass at 10:30PM (Carols at 10:00PM)

Sunday, Dec. 25 Christmas Day Masses at 8:00AM & 10:30AM

Sunday, Jan. 1 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God – Regular weekend Mass schedule
Friday, Jan. 6 NO FISH FRY!

Sunday, Jan. 8 Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord – Regular weekend Mass schedule
Take down Christmas decorations following 10:30AM Mass
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Deaths “I have called you each by name”

Katherine A. Nuciforo (06-25-2016)
Anne Marie McKearn (08-16-2016)
Sherry Joy Gundrum (09-29-2016)
Marian Anastasi (10-02-2016)
Brandon J. Cliffe (10-06-2016)
Marian V. Agate (10-08-2016)
Steven W. Dhom (10-10-2016)
Mary J. Latino (11-21-2016)

Baptisms “You are God’s work of art”

Lauren Anne Meyer (David & Stephanie)
Samuel John Nee (Thomas & Hilary)
Emilio John Robles (Israel & Kathryn)
Azul Antonia Leon (Ignacio & Alma)
Zayden Danilo Leon (Ignacio & Alma)
Camila Sofia Maya-Bruns (Agustin & JoAnn)
Isabel Victoria Benavides (Roel & Elizabeth)
Camren Casey Christofferson (Sean & Jessica)
Theodore Nicholas Russotto (Nicholas & Cassandra)
Brooklyn Natalie Seykora (Jesse & Jennifer)
Kensington Alene Schultz (Stephen & Katherine)
Gage Christian Jordi (Douglas & Nicole)
Callahan Otto Ervin (Bradley & Shelley)
Luis Anel Angeles (Jorge & Diana)
Tia La’Rae Chancy (Jennifer)
Braedyn Charles Lloyd Chancy (Jennifer)
Alvaro Casique Mosqueda (Rolando & Vanessa)
Connor Joseph Roe (Russell & Anne)

St. Joan of Arc
by Laura Warzecha,
Director of Pastoral Ministries

Igo because I need help every
day. Going to church is life
for me.
These are the words of one

member of the Glenmary Mission
Parish, St. Joan of Arc, as quoted
in a recently published article, but
could easily be the sentiments 
of many of us.

From this same article, I would
like to highlight the happenings 
of this, our “second

n Grants for financial assistance 
to the nearly 25% who live below
the poverty level.
n Sharing of spiritual cultures
through celebrations such as Our
Lady of Guadalupe novenas and
posadas: The Bethlehem journey
of Mary and Joseph.  
n Weekly Christian parenting
class.
n Bilingual penitential services,
Stations of the Cross, and liturgies
during Advent and Lent.
n First Saturday after-Mass potluck
suppers.
n Empowering families to become
part of society through education.
n Growth in attendance at nearby
East Carolina State University by
mission youth.

To read the entire article: 
A copy is posted on the kiosk 
in the gathering space. The issue
is available online at glenmary.org
(click “Publications”, then
“Glenmary Challenge”, and
Current Issue – Autumn, 2016).

Thank you for your continued
support!   n

parish family,” as reported by
Margaret Gabriel, in Glenmary
Challenge magazine. This vibrant
little church in Plymouth, North
Carolina has made a significant,
positive difference in the lives 
of its parishioners and the 
surrounding communities since
“adopted” by Our Lady of the
Assumption Parish 5-1⁄2 years ago.
Through our prayer and financial
support, we share in their success:
n Growth in Mass attendance
from about 75-95 to over 120
participants from six counties.
n Growth in faith formation 
to more than 64 children.
n Growth in community outreach
such as an area food pantry and
local annual festival fundraiser.
n Growth in unity through
increasing spiritual, social and
educational activities.
n Vacation Bible School in 
collaboration with the community
and church groups.
n Interfaith services during Lent
and Holy Week.
n Weekly traveling Bible Study/
Communion Service to the coastal
faithful over an hour away.

Has something changed in your household?
Dropped land line, new address, adult children
moved away, separation or divorce? Update 
your information on the parish website, 
www.olabeloit.com. Click on the parish tab – then
the member update link, or you can also call the
parish office, 608-362-9066. Thank you for helping
to keep our records up-to-date!

                                                                              


