
includes deluxe accommodations, Dinner Jazz Cruise
and a class at the New Orleans School of Cooking.

Now for some of us this sort of thing may not come
all too naturally. We might be wondering, how can we
get people to come? For this I found myself consulting
with an expert. There is a woman I know who 

somehow seems to be able to
effortlessly get a crowd of people
together for everything – even the
least likely of characters. 
I asked her how she is able to
“round people up” like that. Her
answer was simple. She said, I just
tell them I would like them to
come. Wow, that sounds easy! As I

watch her, she goes a step further, though. She “works
the crowd.” She invites people to come, but then also
makes a point of ensuring they feel welcome and enjoy
themselves.

So not only is this is a great way to get involved 
in the parish, but it is also an excellent
opportunity for us to invite and 
welcome others to celebrate this event
with us. If we are not sure how to do
that, we could just say, “On Sunday,
September 27th we would like you 
to come to OLA’s Pancake Breakfast,
Silent Auction, and Car Raffle…and 

to feel welcome in our faith community.” 
It’s that simple! n
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Eat, Sell, Bid...
by Amy Mejia 

It’s that simple! Well, actually
there is so much that goes into
OLA’s Annual Pancake Breakfast,

Silent Auction, and Car Raffle
(2016 Chevy Cruz or $15,000),
and it’s fast approaching. Looking
for ways to get to know people in the parish,
help out, and have some fun in the process?
This is just the event for that. Many hands
are needed to make it happen successfully –
it really is a group
effort for our faith
family. Volunteer
sign-up for the
different areas, raffle
ticket sales and
auction donations are
taking place NOW!
Be sure to take time
to think about being
involved in this major, but very fun, event
for our parish.

That’s not all, though! In order to make this
event as successful as possible, there is one
more thing that is needed: PEOPLE! Because this is a
huge fundraiser for our parish, we need people to buy
car raffle tickets, come to eat at the pancake breakfast,
and bid on the many items that will be available. A few
of the new auction items this year are: A Top Gun
Experience for one person as a fighter pilot for one day
in a military aircraft; College Sporting Event Anywhere
in U.S. includes 2 basic tickets to any regular season
game, most bowl games and 1 session to most NCAA 
post-season basketball tournament games with 2 days/
1 night in that location; 4 days/3 nights in New Orleans

S e e  O L A  P a r i s h  o n  t h e  W o r l d  W i d e  W e b !  w w w . o l a b e l o i t . c o m
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Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save 
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.

randyg@olabeloit.com


Pastor’s
Message
by the Very Rev.
Paul Ugo Arinze

Fall is upon us and with
that OLA parish has some
new and exciting events

coming up. First on the list is
the celebration of the 60th
Anniversary of OLA School. Wow!
What a gift to our community and
a testament to the faith of this
parish. We can look back on these
past years and see how many lives
this school has helped shape and
the contribution we have made
to the society at large. All these
were possible because a few
people came together about 60
years ago with a vision, united

in one faith and under a common
goal with shared destiny, to begin
this school. We have maintained
an excellent Catholic school for
the past 60 years and have every
hope to continue towards our
Diamond Jubilee and beyond.
Everyone is invited to the weekend

celebration marking this great
event the weekend of September
18th – 20th. The main event
will be at the 5:00PM Mass
on Saturday, September 19th
followed by a dinner and dance
in the school gymnasium. Please
visit the school link on the parish
website for details. There will also
be a simple reception and school
tour after the 8:00AM and 10:30AM

Masses on Sunday. If you or some
family members are alumni of OLA
school, please, we would love
to have you be a part of this great
event. May the fame of our school
last forever!

Second, our Parish Stewardship
Commission is preparing a 6 week
stewardship engagement series 
for our Parish with the theme
Where Does My Faith Take My
Footsteps. From the data we 
gathered from the survey, there is
a longing for more information 
on how to live a complete life 
of stewardship among our 

parishioners. 
I’ve seen firsthand
how much 
goodness and 
talent we have 
in our parish. I
want our faith 
in God and each
other to be 
rekindled with the
flame of love and
zeal for the Lord
once more. Every
disciple 
of Christ is 
called to a life 
of stewardship

and I am really excited to see
where the Lord takes us with this.
Great things happen when God
mixes with us and I can feel that
spirit again. Stay tuned!

Third, also from the survey, we
learned that there is also a great

yearning for adult formation. 
Have you read the current Papal
Encyclical Laudato Sí: On Care for
Our Common Home, by Pope
Francis? There is so much to be
learned from this encyclical, and
the Social Justice Commission, led
by Ellen Joyce, is ready to inform
us. You do not want to miss the
tantalizing discussions and the
faith-sharing this will bring. 

We are also planning to have
Bishop Barron’s acclaimed 8 week
video series: Priest, Prophet, King:
A Deep Biblical Look at Jesus
Christ. This will be open to all
adults and there will be 
opportunities for questions and
sharing. I am really excited for this
program and I plan to be at these
classes to help moderate the 
discussions. We are hoping to kick
this off in November.

In closing, I would like 
to direct your thoughts to this 
biblical story. Once in the Bible, 
in Matthew Chapter 11, John the
Baptist sent his disciples to inquire
from Christ if he is the Chosen
One. Jesus replied in these words:
Go and report to John what you
hear and see: the blind receive
sight and the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed and the deaf
hear, the dead are raised up, and
the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL
PREACHED TO THEM. For me that
captures in our own little way,
what OLA is all about. We 
are a parish of action not words.
This is really what makes us an
exceptional parish, and let’s keep
that faith alive. n

Blessings,
Fr. Paul

2

1955-2015 OLA Catholic School
60th Anniversary Celebration

September 18-20

September 18: 6:30 Social gathering at the Rock Bar and Grill
at 101 Maple Avenue.

September 19: Mass at 5:00, followed by a cocktail reception
and gala dinner/dance held in the OLA School gym. The dinner 
will be a catered buffet and the school will be turned into a
walk down memory lane, featuring photos, videos and
yearbooks from the school’s sixty year history. Tickets for the
gala dinner/dance will be available at the school, after
Masses, and online at https:// olaschool.ejoinme.org/60th.

September 20: The school will be hosting an open house and 
cake and coffee will be served after the 8:00 and 10:30
Masses.
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OLA Love Begins Here
by Pat Casucci

Bursting with missionary zeal,
energy and kind smiles,
about 90 young people

from throughout the diocese,
members of Love Begins Here,
brought God’s love to our parish
during a week in July. They not
only worked for several OLA
parishioners but they also added
stops to do needed yard work and
maintenance at St. Elizabeth
Home in Janesville and St.
Elizabeth Manor, Footville. 

As they completed a variety 
of needed tasks during the week,
the teens were forthright 
in eagerly stating how much 
they enjoyed their week 
of service. Likewise, the people
who received help with a large
variety of projects expressed
their praise for the teens’ 
enthusiasm and work. 

Two of our parishioners
shared their experiences:  

Packing Boxes
At the home of Jo and Bill

Boyce, four teens and their leader
worked in the couple's basement,
moving and packing boxes 
with items including large
amounts of fabric. Jo called 
the work a daunting task that
needed to be done. She 
appreciated the help because Bill
was recovering from a broken
leg. The teens were so willing 
to work and were superb 
workers. Nothing put them off,
she said. 

Jo enjoys young people and
likes to have a good time when
doing a project. We had so much
fun. As we worked, we were
singing and joking. They even
made me sit down and rest. 
I called them ‘my angels’ because
they were always looking out 
for me, she happily said.

Sprucing Up a Farm
They gave us hope, stated Ann

Redmer. With a renewed vitality,

she described the magnitude 
of work done at the 32+ acre farm
she and her husband Bill own.
More than 30 LBH teens and their
leaders worked at the couple’s
farm throughout the week.

We’re two old folks just trying
to maintain an organic farm, said
Ann in a heartfelt manner spiced

with a bit 
of humor. She
explained that
health issues
had limited
their ability 
to keep up
with all the
maintenance
on their farm
located

between Afton and Orfordville. 
Some of the tasks done 

by the teens were: clearing 
brush from woods, pulling weeds, 
working on a grape trellis and
repairing items around the farm.

Amazed at all that was 
accomplished, Ann stated, It’s like
a wonderful gift from God.

The couple purchased the 
farm about five years ago. They
presently raise chickens, turkeys
and sheep. In the future, they plan
to have a vineyard. They sell wool
to a shop in Evansville, and sell
products at the Rock County
Farmers Market. We’ll sell organic
turkeys for Thanksgiving, Ann
added joyfully.

We couldn’t be more grateful
for this service the young people
do. We are eternally grateful,
she added.

Work Plus Interaction 
with Residents

At the Footville site, Sister
Faustina Nath said it not only 
was the help with cleaning 
basement storage areas and 
outdoor grounds maintenance,
but also the time the teens spent
with residents that made the week
eventful.

Our residents were delighted
to see the energy of the teens.
Their eyes just would light up.
They were overjoyed to talk
with the young people and have
them participate in our afternoon
projects and games. It was fun 
for everyone, the finishing touch
to a day of service said Sister
Faustina, noting that the fun 
usually involved balloons, too.   

Father Paul said OLA Parish
was blessed with the presence 
of the young people who devoted
a week of their summer for service
to our community.

He said, Many of the people
they visited told me how inspiring
it was to have them at their
home. LBH teaches young people
to put their faith into action by
serving the needs of their brothers
and sisters in the community.

Thus I am so pleased and
proud of the LBH participants and
I hope that they will return here
next year, he added. n

                                               



donations (money or food &
clothing), volunteering (multiple
opportunities!), and by referring
those in need to us. OLA publishes
the needs list in the bulletin the
2nd weekend of the month 
with the Caritas donation box
always available in the Gathering
Space. Clothing donations must
be taken to Caritas by the donor
(summer clothing donations
accepted through September.)
Caritas has a great need for lobby
hosts/hostesses (8:30-11:30 or
11:30-1:30 shifts M, TU, TH, F 
and 10:30-1:30 or 1:30-4:30 W). 
For volunteering/questions call
Shannon at 608-362-4403.
Note: Caritas is closed the third
Thursday and Friday of the month.

n Upcoming fund raiser: Empty
Bowl event Saturday, October
24th at Beloit Memorial High
School 1:00-3:00PM. Watch 
for detailed announcements. n
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The Caritas Challenge!
by Ann Schroeder, OLA Representative

n Did you know that Love Begins
Here youth serving through OLA
parish in July assisted in painting
at Caritas? If you have not been 
to Caritas recently, come and see
the new look, including upright
freezers, shelving, paint, and
more. Updating should be done
by mid-September.

n The increase in food insecurity
continues to challenge Caritas.
One Friday in July 151 families
were served through the food
pantry!! Caritas has responded 
to the need in several unique
ways. Caritas has received excess
fresh garden produce from local
private gardens and, in season,
corn from Shelley’s Market on a
daily basis. Neighbors have once
again been able to have a garden
plot at Caritas and reap its harvest.

n We are now serving the Village
of Olympian Hill residents 
by delivering food orders once a
month. This is a combined effort
of the complex management,
Beloit College, and Caritas staff
and volunteers. Village East
residents have been receiving food
in this manner for three years.

n One measure that has made it
possible for Caritas to triple the
number of neighbors served is 
to purchase food from Second
Harvest in Madison. The cost 
savings is substantial. Caritas is
dependent on what is available
from Second Harvest resulting 
in frequent changes in foods
stocked. Caritas also benefits 
from the Second Harvest Mobile
Pantry twice a month in Beloit 
by receiving excess food products
when available.

n The challenge to you is 
to support Caritas through 

Child Care Summer
Wrap-up
by Rachel Shepherd

Many of you may
remember our “Friends”
song from our opening

act in the School Christmas
Program last year which goes
something like this...Friends,
Friends, One, Two, Three...All 
my friends are here with me. 
I thought about this song again
today when the summer Kids Club
kids were writing about what they
liked best about this summer.
Responses included: The best 
part about Kids Club was all the
fun friends that I made! Also, 
I like seeing my teachers and all
of my friends. We had many 
new faces begin this summer 
and are expecting school 
to begin busily!  n

                                                                          



high school students Sept. 27.
Contact the FF office if you need
more information. Please pass the
word to those you might know
who may need this. It is not too
late to sign up. 
n RCIA, the (Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults) is the process
by which adults become members
of the Catholic faith who have
never been part of a faith tradition
or are part of a different faith. It is
also for baptized Catholics who
have never made the Eucharist or
Confirmation. People can inquire
without pressure; our only goal is
to simply accompany you on your
faith journey. Come and See
Sessions begin in mid- September.
n Pope Francis’ recent encyclical
letter about caring for the 
environment is titled Laudato Sí:
On Care for Our Common Home.
The Justice and Peace Commission
is hosting a special study of the
document and the Church’s social
teaching in October. 
n Also for adults will be Fr. Robert
Barron’s DVD study series Priest,
Prophet, and King.
n On Wednesday, November 11,
6:15PM there will be a special
Saints Alive event for everyone.

PLEASE WATCH THE BULLETIN OR
CONTACT US FOR MORE DETAILS
ABOUT ALL OF THESE, AND PASS
THE WORD!  n

for the World Meeting of Families.
It is there we will see the humility,
compassion, and mercy that have
come to characterize his papacy.
The reason this is so important 
for us in faith formation is that
serving the lifelong faith 
of families is always part of our
mission. We will be comforted and
affirmed by his visit, but also
nudged and challenged to do 
better, to be kinder, holier and
more faithful. Pope Francis states:
The family which experiences the
joy of faith communicates it 
naturally. The family is the salt 
of the earth, the light of the
world, it is the leaven of society.

Applying all these biblical
metaphors shows the esteem and
dignity with which Pope Francis
has for us. To be salt, light, and
leaven in our world truly is a great
challenge. I am praying for a safe
visit for the Pope and the crowds.
I am looking forward to not only
the soundbites the media will
present of Pope Francis, but to the
total message and challenge his
visit will present. 

Faith Formation Happenings
n Faith Formation sessions for all
grades are registering as we write
and grades 1-8 begin Wednesday
Sept. 16 at 6:15PM. Sunday night
High School programs begin with
parent meetings on Sept. 20 and

Pope Francis to Visit the
United States This Fall
by Rob Olsen, 
Director of Faith Formation

One of the things this fall
has in store for all Catholics
is the US visit by Pope

Francis in late September. I am
old enough to remember what
a remarkable event in the 1960s
when Pope Paul VI came
to address the UN. He was the
first Pope to travel outside of Italy
as Pope in over 100 years, and it
was the first time any Pope had
ever been to the US. Of course
most of us recall the extensive,
historic, world, missionary travels
of Pope St. John Paul II. Pope
Francis’ visit will be equally historic
in part because he already is such
a dominant player on the world
stage, far beyond for just us
Catholics. 

His visit will include the UN,
the US Congress, and meeting
with US Church hierarchy. We can
already anticipate there will be
controversy because of the issues
that confront the world today. 
I am looking forward to how he
will address issues of religious 
freedom, immigration, care for the
poor, care for the environment,
marriage and family life. But the
largest venue for Pope Francis will
be the gathering in Philadelphia
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OLA School Welcomes
Two New Teachers
by Kristy Breiten 

Every new school year brings a
fresh beginning to students,
teachers, and parents. This

school year, OLA School is excited
to have two new teachers ready
to share their ideas with students
in the OLA community.  

Susan Tracey will be teaching
2nd Grade. Susan comes to us
from a 25 year career at St.
Andrew’s School in Delavan,
where she taught 4th grade. 
Ms. Tracey is excited to lead the  

second graders in preparation 
for the Sacraments of Reconciliation
and First Communion. She lives 
in Janesville, where her 4th grade
daughter Mia attends St. William’s
School. Susan enjoys gardening,
walking, and biking.  

Paula Sorondo will be 
teaching 4K this year. Ms.
Sorondo was born and educated
in Venezuela, where she taught
pre-K for four years. She and her
husband moved to and lived 
in Canada for eight years, where
their family grew to include four

children. Her husband’s job
brought the family to Beloit. She
will be bringing a lively group 
to our community – a second
grader, a first grader, a 4K 
student, and a soon-to-be two-
year-old! Paula finds time to bake
and decorate cakes as a hobby,
and she would like to learn 
how to sew.  

We are blessed to have these
two women helping our children
grow in knowledge and in their
faith. Please keep them in your
prayers as they start the new
school year. n

                                           



precious planet.
To me, the recurring phrase,

Everything is connected, is at the
heart of the pope’s message: 
to care for the earth is to care 
for the people and animals who
depend on it, and we Catholics
are called to remember that every
life is sacred and worthy of our
protection and respect. Or, as
Francis himself writes: Everything
is connected. Concern for the 
environment thus needs to be
joined to a sincere love for our 
fellow human beings and an
unwavering commitment to
resolving the problems of society.
(no. 91)

And again: An interdependent
world not only makes us more
conscious of the negative effects
of certain lifestyles and models 
of production and consumption
which affect us all; more 
importantly, it motivates us 
to ensure that solutions are 
proposed from a global 
perspective, and not simply 
to defend the interests of a few
countries. (no. 164)

And finally: When we fail 
to acknowledge as part of reality
the worth of a poor person, a
human embryo, a person with 
disabilities – to offer just a few
examples – it becomes difficult 
to hear the cry of nature itself;
everything is connected. (no. 117)

Over the next few months, the
Social Justice Committee will work
with the Faith Formation team 
to offer opportunities to study 
and discuss this very important
document. When Pope Francis 
visits the United States later 
in September we expect that
Laudato Sí will be in the news
again, and we hope that will
pique your curiosity to learn more
about it and to talk about what
we can do – as individuals and as
a faith community – to commit
more fully to care for our common
home and for the human family.

If you would like to help raise
awareness of the encyclical or
assist with our educational efforts,
please contact Ellen Joyce
(eejoyce66@gmail.com) or Rob
Olsen (robo@olabeloit.com). n

Laura Warzecha,
Director of Pastoral
Ministries

First, as I begin this new
phase of my faith journey,
I would like to thank you

for welcoming me into this
amazing parish family. I think I
will be very happy here.

Second, I would like to take
this opportunity to pause and
reflect on how I got here. From
the beginning, our family of eight
was deeply involved in school and
parish life led by many personable
diocesan priests and a solid 
education taught by the Adrian
Dominican sisters and the sisters
of St. Casimir
on the south-
west side of
Chicago. In
my college
years, spiritual
growth was 
sustained by 
a close knit
Newman
Community,
where I would meet my current
husband and go on to nurture
and raise three wonderful children
in Sycamore, Illinois. My story
would not be complete if I failed
to mention the three summers
before marriage spent as working
guest at what I like to call the 
closest place to heaven on earth:
Madonna House, in the little town
of Combermere, Ontario, Canada.
It was there in the day-to-day 
life of a committed Catholic 
community that I learned much;
however, credit goes to the
Rockford Diocese for my 
formal theological training and
experience in pastoral, 
educational, liturgical and social
ministries. 

Currently continuing along the
path that God has so graciously
put before me, I am here to serve
and share with you. May we
become life-long companions 
in Christ. n

Laudato Sí: A New
Teaching on Social
Justice
by Ellen Joyce, 
for the Social Justice Commission

Those who are suffering the
most from environmental
degradation are the poor,

people on the margins.
– Pope Francis, Laudato Sí: On
Care for Our Common Home.

In June of this year, Pope
Francis released a new encyclical
letter, Laudato Sí: On Care for Our
Common Home. It has been
described as the environmental
Encyclical or the climate change
letter, but in reality it is much
more than that. The pope has
offered us a beautifully written
meditation on God’s creation and
about humanity’s responsibility 
to care for it – and for each other
– as a fundamental Christian 
obligation.

Some critics have tried 
to dismiss the pope’s teaching as
political or have said that he has
no expertise in the complicated
science that underlies climate
change. These critics are missing
the point, because this document
is far more than a political or 
scientific document: it is a 
profound reminder that the Earth
is sacred and that the dignity 
of human life depends on our 
willingness to honor and 
to protect it.

Pope Francis does not claim 
to be making an original 
argument here; instead he draws
on the teachings of every pope
since Vatican II, he explores the
rich language of the Creation
story in Genesis, the writings 
of the prophets and the Psalms
that extoll the beauty of creation,
and he draws attention to how
Jesus celebrated the natural world
in his teachings and parables. He
also quotes frequently from the
decrees and statements issued 
by conferences of bishops from
every continent (including the US
bishops), who have all addressed
the effects of climate change
on their societies and called 
for better stewardship of our 
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OLA Mission Trip 
to St. Joan of Arc
by Pat Casucci

They began to move an
existing playground to a new
location, only to be halted

by a lightning storm. They rebuilt
a picnic table and tackled much
needed landscaping. And, they
made time for prayer.  

We can be proud of our six
OLA parishioners who traveled 
in June to our Sister Parish, 
St. Joan of Arc, in Plymouth, NC.
They were joined by three 
members from St.Thomas Parish.

Led by Rita and Dave Bonds,
the group included:  from OLA:
Jan and Bill Neufeld, Karen
Dittmar and DeeDee Spahos;
from St. Thomas Parish: Deb and
Mike Fallon and Nada Johnson.

In the missionary spirit 
of bringing Christ, in prayer and
service to the small parish, the
group reaped its own blessings.
In the words of Jan Neufeld: I
think that we (missionaries) are
even more blessed to have such a
rewarding experience.

The focus of the mission trip
was to establish a personal and
spiritual connection to all of the
parishioners of the small East 
coast church. Essential also are the
liturgy, prayer and friendships
made at the parish that includes a
cultural mix of local retired and
Hispanic members.       

According to Jan, upon their
arrival in Plymouth after hundreds
of miles of driving, the Beloit 
mission group shared pizza and
planned their activities with
Father Mike, Pastoral
Administrator Julian and family, 
as well as several parishioners. 

Landscaping work resulted 
in the removal of weeds and
decaying stumps, planting new
bushes and flowers, mulching,
and trimming existing plantings.
Mildew was removed from the
church exterior. 

St. Joan of Arc parishioners
plan to complete the playground
project with financial assistance
from the travelers, Jan said.

Each evening, the parishioners
and Beloiters shared Father Robert
Barron’s Catholicism Series. 

They celebrated the liturgy
and prayed for one another at the
bilingual Mass one evening. They
also participated in the English
Mass on Saturday evening and the
Spanish Mass Sunday morning,
followed by the blessing of the
new playground by Father Mike.

After the blessing, Jan said, A
picnic of grilled hamburgers and
hot dogs for about 75 people 
was a great way for us to share
friendships with the parishioners.
A piñata thrilled the children who
scrambled for the treats.

Throughout our trip, we were
able to interact with many of the
St. Joan of Arc parishioners. 
They were all very happy to have
us there again and are hoping we
return again next year.

Father Mike of St. Joan of Arc
had great praise for the Beloit
group, stressing, You have no 
idea how much your visit helps

unite parishioners. The Spanish
parishioners feel like someone
really cares about them. They are
so grateful for all that you do.

Through their thankful 
comments, St. Joan of Arc 
parishioners continue to prove
how much they appreciate our
parish outreach. Jan summed up
the mission trip by stating, It’s not
all about the work that we do, but
about the relationships that we
build with each other.

After participating in mission
trips to St. Joan of Arc since 2011, 
Rita Bonds stated, Dave and I
agree that we need to be out
there, working at St. Joan of Arc.
It’s a little parish with many
needs. The people are so 
appreciative of anything we can
give them. They need us. They
respect us.

She continued, It’s as if we
cannot survive without each other
in our faith and spiritual life. And
the Hispanic community is so very
grateful for all we do for them.

Rita expressed delight at the
extremely generous financial 
support given to the sister parish
project by OLA parishioners. But
more volunteers are needed. 

We need help. We need more
OLA members to travel with us, 
to work with us, to share a week
of their time. We reap so many
blessings for this, she said.  

Father Paul said having a 
sister parish like St. Joan of Arc is
truly a remarkable experience for
OLA. He commented, Often we
think of mission parishes as
parishes outside the boundaries 
of the United States and in some
remote region of the world. The
truth remains that many parts 
of our country are in need of our
support, and having a local 
mission like St. Joan of Arc makes
it possible to visit them without
the hassle of international travels.
We have been blessed by the
mutual prayers that each parish
offers for the well-being of both 
of our parishes. n
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Deaths “I have called you each by name”

Rose Marie (Rosie) Pulaski (03-27-2015)
Gale (Patrick) Donovan (06-03-2015)
Mark A. Nelson (06-21-2015)
Barbara J. La Salle (06-23-2015)
Marion C. Mansfield (06-23-2015)
George W. Mitok (07-18-2015)
Nancy A. Miller (07-29-2015)
Roger Lauterbach (08-13-2015)

Baptisms “You are God’s work of art”

Thomas Joseph Meyer (Alexander & Barbara)
Quinn Anne-Louise Rhoades (Andrew & Danielle)
Logan Robert Krueger (William & Erica)
Soren Walter Sabel (Paul & Silvia)
Ava Belle Gray (Ryan & Lauren)
Alexander Patino (Rafael & Maria)
Leonides Manuel Flores (Guerrero & Sugey)
Owen Ryan Naatz (Ryan & Ashley)
Jaylen Joseph Sarabia (Nery & Tabitha)
Estella Rose Rodriguez (Dakota & Jazmin)
Lionel Reymundo Muñoz (Josue & Adriana)
Karanya Muñoz Tepatzi (Sergio & Maria)
Enzo Antonio Garcia-Perez (Eduardo & Nancy)
Aurelia Sowelu Laursen (Michael & Rosamaria)
Anneliese Marie Bennington (David & Stephanie)

Happy Birthday 
to OLA School!
by Jo Ribordy-Christofferson

Happy Birthday to our very
own OLA School! 2015 will
mark the 60th Anniversary

of our Parish’s Catholic Grade
School and you are invited to help
us celebrate. The school opened
in mid-October, 1955, with grades
6-8 and the spring of 1956
witnessed the celebration of the
school’s first graduating class
of 31 students. As part of our 60th
Anniversary Celebration, we hope
to welcome former OLA students
and their families, current OLA
students and their families, and
OLA parishioners who have

supported the school for the past
60 years. We are so proud that
OLA parish has maintained a
school for so many years that has
proudly served our community by
providing quality and affordable

Catholic education,
shared Father Paul.

The festivities will
be held the weekend
of September 18-20.
The celebration will
begin on Friday
night at 6:30 with
an informal social 
gathering at The
Rock Bar and Grill
at 101 Maple
Avenue on the Rock River. 

On Saturday we will be 
celebrating our anniversary 
starting with Mass at 5:00, 
followed by a cocktail reception
and gala dinner/dance held in the
OLA School gym. The dinner will
be a catered buffet and the school
will be turned into a walk down
memory lane, featuring photos,
videos and yearbooks from the
school’s sixty year history. Tickets
for the gala dinner/dance will be
available at the school, after
Masses, and online at https://
olaschool.ejoinme.org/60th.

On Sunday, September 20 the
school will be hosting an open
house and cake and coffee will 
be served after the 8:00 and
10:30 Masses.

We hope to see as many OLA
parishioners as possible joining 
in the celebration of this special
event in our history. Our parish
can take pride in keeping the
opportunity for a Catholic 
education available in our Beloit
community.

Hope to see ya’ll at the big
party in September. Remember 
to mark your calendar and save
the date. It’ll be the best ticket 
in town!  n

                                            


