
here, to be with them in the good times and the not so
good times.  

I get to touch peoples’ lives, she said in a sincere
manner.  

One her favorite duties is visiting patients in nursing
homes, the hospital or the homebound. It means so
much to me, she said.

Sister Judy, who is from Ottawa, IL, 
fondly called her hometown a good place
to grow up.

She has three brothers, and one sister.
Her brother, Jerry Aubry, is an OLA  
member.     

She attended Catholic grade and high
school, and Mount St. Clare College in
Clinton, IA, for one year before she found
her calling. She entered the Sinsinawa
Dominican Sisters community and received
her bachelor's degree from Edgewood
College.

Of her decision, she happily repeated
that favorite statement, You never know

what God is calling you to do.
She added, I became familiar with the order

because several of the sisters taught at schools I
attended. It's been a very good 50 years. The
Sinsinawa Dominicans are so kind.

When she entered the community, most sisters
became teachers. After teaching at Catholic grade

–Continued on Page 3
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Sister Judy Aubry Retires
By Pat Casucci 

Heading into our church sanctuary on a recent
warm Saturday afternoon before 5:00 Mass,
Sister Judy paused, bent forward and cranked

open a few windows.  
True to her faith and ministry, with a

cheery smile, Sister Judy often states, You
never know what God is calling you to do.

This thoughtful gesture – to open
windows for fresh air – describes Sister
Judy's care and dedication to our parish
and all parishioners. Building relationships
is at the heart of her Sinsinawa
Dominican ministry.                         

Many parishioners comment how
much it means that Sister Judy is at most
parish Masses. She greets everyone and
repeats God bless you to everyone leaving
Mass. It’s touching and meaningful.  

Sister Judy is celebrating her 50th year
as a member of the Sinsinawa Dominican Sisters, and
her 18th year as OLA Pastoral Associate. She came here
on July 1, 1997.   

She is retiring from active parish ministry and plans
to take a sabbatical. She plans to visit one of her 
brothers in Vancouver, BC, and her sister in Anaheim,
CA. There is also a spirituality program in Tucson, AZ.  

A special celebration of Sister Judy's service, 
dedication and care for our parish will take place June
13 and 14. She'll be honored at the Saturday Mass 
followed by a reception in Assumption Hall. Receptions
will also honor her after each Sunday Mass. 

Sister Judy said the Sinsinawa Dominican Sisters
plan a 50th jubilee Mass and celebration for all their
jubilarians in July.  

According to Sister Judy, I love OLA and all its
parishioners. The best part of being Pastoral Associate
is the opportunity I’ve had to meet so many people

S e e  O L A  P a r i s h  o n  t h e  W o r l d  W i d e  W e b !  w w w . o l a p a r i s h . c o m
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Congratulations and Best Wishes Sr. Judy
“Main” Jubilee Celebration at 5:00 Mass

Saturday, June 13 with reception following.
Sunday, June 14 receptions following 

the 8:00 & 10:30 Masses. 
All receptions in Assumption Hall.

 



Pastor’s
Message
by the Very Rev.
Paul Ugo Arinze

Greetings and I hope
Spring finds you doing
well and fine. I continue

to give thanks to God for each
and every one of you who,
in many and different ways, are
helping share God’s love in our
parish and the community
at large. Your active participation
in the lives of our parish and
school is a living testimony that
our faith is alive and the Joy of the
Gospel, as Pope Francis writes
continues to fill the hearts and
lives of all as we encounter Jesus.

Farewell to Sr. Judy Aubry, OP 
As I mentioned in my winter 

column of Vox Populi, Sr. Judy
Aubry, our Pastoral Associate 
of many years, will be going 
on sabbatical at the end of June
and will not be returning to OLA
after this sabbatical. This is 
definitely a big loss to our faith
community as Sr. Judy has been
present to this parish for the past
18 years. During her years 
of fruitful service to this 
community, Sr. Judy touched
many lives and helped many
along the way. She shared in the
joys of many and also comforted
many in their times of need and
distress. True and true, she was
really a Pastoral Associate as she
worked closely with Fr. Gary
and me and oversaw the other
important aspects of parish 
ministry that we priests cannot do
all by ourselves. Sr. is well versed
in Catholic Social teachings and
always champions for the poor,
the marginalized, and those 

in need. With Sr. Judy, there is no
Jew or Greek, if I may paraphrase
the scripture, all are welcomed, all
are members of God’s family, 
and all deserve to be treated
accordingly.

With the aforementioned 
contributions of Sr. Judy to our
parish, there is not gainsaying that
her departure will be greatly
missed. Once again the Lord is
challenging this community to go
through another tough transition.
However, the Lord will also 
provide us with the graces and the
patience we need as we await the
future. So far we have not been
able to fill that position. But my
hope is to fill it as soon as we 
have a qualified candidate. As 
with many transitions, I will 
once again ask for patience and
understanding as things evolve.
No one can replace Sr. Judy, but
we hope and pray that, just at you
grew to know, embrace and love
Sr. Judy, you will also, with time,
grow to love and embrace
whomever her replacement will
be. I am personally grateful 
and thankful to Sr. Judy for all 
her assistance to me both 
professionally and personally. 
I feel that we finally got to know
each other better and now she is
leaving. I have every hope that the
Lord will bless her in whatever she
decides to do after her Sabbatical
and she is always welcome 
at OLA. God Speed Sr. Judy!

Priest for the Future Campaign:
Our local Church has been

richly blessed by the Holy Spirit
with a tremendous growth 
in vocations to the priesthood.
The number of seminarians 
studying to serve us as priests 
in the Diocese of Madison has
grown from 6 in 2004 to 33
today. We have prayed fervently
for these seminarians; God is 
generously answering our prayers.
This tremendous increase has 

challenged our traditional funding
sources far beyond their capacity.
In response, the first diocesan-
wide capital campaign in more
than 50 years was launched in the
Spring of 2014. 

The campaign seeks to 
establish a permanent endowment
fund with a minimum of
$30,000,000 whose earnings 
will be restricted to supporting 
the recruitment, education and
formation of future priests for the
Diocese of Madison. This new
fund will be housed in the
Catholic Diocese of Madison
Foundation, Inc. where it will be
overseen by a Board of Directors
drawn from priests and 
community leaders.

Every family in our diocese will
be invited to prayerfully consider 
a pledge in support of this 
campaign. Our parish has been
asked to raise $730,000 and I am
gratified to report that we have
already begun to receive generous
pledges. This level of sacrificial
generosity means a great deal 
to me and the entire diocese.

In the coming weeks, you will
be contacted about the campaign
and invited to consider your own
response. Please do not make a
decision until you have been 
contacted and learned all the
details about this historic 
undertaking. All the Wave Two
parishes have kicked off the Priest
for Our Future campaign in their
various parishes. As you may recall
from the article from the Catholic
Herald, there has been an 
overwhelming response from all
the pilot parishes and Wave One
parishes that have completed 
this campaign. Let us continue 
to pray for the success of this
campaign.  n

Have a blessed Summer!
Fr. Paul
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Sister Judy Retires
–Continued from Page 1

schools in Reedsburg, Madison,
Columbus and Janesville, she
desired to have more contact 
with parishioners of all ages.

I came to the conclusion that
teaching was not for me. I asked
my order for permission to begin
education for parish ministry, she
explained. Attending classes 
for three summers at Creighton
University, Omaha, NE, she earned
her masters degree in ministry. 

She worked in parish ministry
at Blessed Sacrament Parish in
Madison for the next eight years.
Then she went east, working in a
parish in Barre, Vermont two years
and a parish in Saranac Lake, New
York for the next eight years. She
lived near Lake Placid and the
Adirondack Mountains. Such a
beautiful area, she recalled.

While on a sabbatical, she
studied Clinical Pastoral Education
at St. Luke’s in Milwaukee, then
worked in parish ministry at Our
Lady Queen of Peace Parish 
in Madison. 

After the retirement of OLA's
pastoral associate, Sr. Pat
Sorenson, our former pastor,
Father Gary, asked Sister Judy 
to join the OLA staff. She had
known Father Gary as they had
both served the Queen of Peace
Parish. 

Smiling, she said, I've been at
OLA almost as long as I lived at
my home; that was 19 years.

Randy Gracyalny has been
here all the years Sister Judy has
served. I appreciate all the com-
passion she shows to everyone,
he stated.

Randy added, It is very 
important to Sister Judy to be
present to the parish, to be 
present at the parish, as well as 
to be with a family for a special
event.

Parish committees and 
activities benefit from Sister Judy's
interest, support and active 
participation. She's usually the
‘go-to’ person, said parishioner
Arlene McMorran, adding, Sister
Judy can give information about
so much in the parish. She’s so
caring and accessible.

Some of the parish groups 
in which she participates are:
Parish Justice Commission, Health
Committee, Parish Life Committee
(with Randy), Caritas, Dismas,
God’s Fund and Hands of Faith.
She helps with volunteers, 
Masses, funerals and works 
with parishioners who visit the
homebound. 

Foremost, Sister Judy stressed,
God's Fund is very important to
me. She coordinates the fund with
a committee. Observed Jeanie
Berner, parish secretary, Sister
Judy is such a wonderful friend 
to people needing help. She’s a
good listener, always patient,
kind, and seems to know what 
to say to assist people in need.

Hands of Faith has prompted
many parishioners to become
involved and aware of the plight
of the homeless. Along with the
OLA Social Justice Committee,
Sister Judy was instrumental 
in establishing this program in our
parish. It’s now an ecumenical
program in Beloit.

Sister Judy said, I’m very 
proud of the work done by Hands
of Faith. OLA was the first church
to host families. It’s been a 
wonderful experience for our
parish. We’re assisting so many
families.

If her spare time, Sister Judy
enjoys reading and music. 

Reflecting on her years at OLA,
Sister Judy said one of her fondest
memories was the momentous
celebration honoring the 50th
anniversary of our parish in 2003;
then the building and completion
of our new church the next year.  

I felt so honored to be part 

of the parish celebrations. It was
amazing that we did not have 
to go somewhere else for Masses.
We were able to smoothly move
from the old worship space into
the new church.

It was a great day when we
celebrated the first mass in the
new church, she proudly stated.

Happily smiling, Sister Judy
said, Beloit is a wonderful place.
There is so much going on in the
city with its meaningful cultural
activities, as well as a variety of
events, lovely parks and people.

Without a doubt, Sister Judy
feels OLA is wonderful. I am
blessed to be here this long. I
enjoy working with our wonderful
parish staff.

Praising OLA parishioners, she
happily said, Our parishioners are
hard-working, generous, giving
and caring. They make our parish
so successful.

They have blessed my life so
much. I will miss everyone.

Among tributes and memories
shared by parishioners are the 
following:

n Ellen Joyce – I am so grateful 
for Sister Judy’s leadership on our
Social Justice Commission and the
way she leads by example in her work
with Hands of Faith, Caritas, and 
in the administration of God’s Fund.
Like so many wonderful women 
religious, Sister Judy gets things done
for those who are poor, homeless,
lonely, and forgotten – but never
drawing attention to herself.

I hope very much that others 
will come forward to help serve the
marginalized members of our 
community in her place, since I can't
imagine one person will be able to do
as much as she has done and 
with good grace and humor. 

n Jeanie Berner – From my 
experience, Sister Judy brightens the
day for people in memory care and
nursing home facilities.

n Laurie Seehafer (Parish 
Business Manager) – Sister Judy is so
committed to her work. She keeps 

–Continued on Page 4

 



Sister Judy Retires
–Continued from Page 3

in touch with families and also our
youth, making them feel welcome. 
I appreciate hearing her often say,
‘God bless you’ and ‘Keep smiling’.

n Arlene McMorran – Sister Judy
reaches out and touches so many
lives. Every family I’ve met say they 
will miss her. She’s always interested
in what’s happening in families.
When college students come home,
she remembers their names and
makes them feel welcome.

n Kathy Schmidt – The first time I
attended Mass at OLA more than 15
years ago, I was welcomed by this
extremely hospitable woman who
greeted everyone as they entered
church. I soon realized that this was
Sister Judy, about whom I had heard
frequent praise and one of my 
reasons for a return to the Catholic
Church. My admiration for her has
grown as I’ve observed her concern
for and her outreach to parishioners
and community members who are
often forgotten or ignored. Sister Judy
humbly serves as an example to all.
Her compassion for the sick and 
elderly has inspired many, including
myself to embrace this ministry.
Additionally, her involvement 
in addressing social justice issues has
created awareness and challenged
parishioners to become more involved
in efforts to correct wrongs inflicted
upon others. I wish all parishes could
have the gift of a Sister Judy. 

n Rob Olsen – There is hardly a day
goes by when I don’t hear laughter
coming from her office. Her sense of
humor is truly what we mean when
we talk about “the Joy of the Gospel.”

n Rita and Dave Bonds – Sister Judy
is one of those rare individuals who
can touch your heart with her warm
and welcoming smile, kind words and
helping hand. We will miss that
opportunity to simply turn around
and know that she is there for you 
for whatever you need at the
moment. n

Happy Birthday to OLA
School!
by Jo Ribordy-Christofferson

Our parish’s own Catholic
grade school will be
celebrating its 60th

anniversary in 2015. As part of the
anniversary celebration, the school
hopes to invite parish members
and alumni to the party. The
school would like to thank
the parish for supporting the
school for so many years and
for helping to serve our
community by providing
quality and affordable
Catholic education. We also
hope to welcome home and
reconnect with students who
have passed through the
doors  of our school during
its 60 year history. 

The party is planned for the
weekend of September 18-20,
2015. The idea is to make it an 
All Classes OLA School Reunion.
We hope to see lots of former 
OLA students and their families,
both parents and children. Friday
night has been targeted for social
gatherings for OLA Alumni 
at various venues in the Beloit 
community. Saturday will feature 

a golf outing for parishioners 
and alumni, a special 5:00 Mass
celebration, followed by a 
dinner/dance on the OLA
grounds. The school will be
turned into a living museum 
of school history and will be open
on Saturday night and Sunday
morning. Cake will be served after
8:00 and 10:30 Masses and the
school will be open for tours.
Plans are still in the initial phase so

stay tuned for details as they are
released in the coming months.

Hope to see ya’ll at the big
party in September. Remember 
to mark your calendar and save
the date. It’ll be the best ticket 
in town!  n
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Caritas News
by Ann Schroeder

Did you know that:

n Caritas now has a satellite food 
pantry at Merrill school every 
Friday from 1-4 pm to better 
serve our neighbors from 
that school?

n Caritas received a grant from 
the Beloit Chamber of 
Commerce for the purchase 
of a rain barrel system for the 
Caritas garden?  

n Caritas needs an assistant 
gardener this year and 
managing gardener next year?

n Did you know that Hormel 
recently gave a $5000 
donation to support Caritas
services?

n Our Savior’s Church held a 
men’s cooking competition 
for the benefit of Caritas?

n Caritas is going to hold 
Christmas in July at the Rock 
July 18th? Watch the media 
for details!

n You can give towards the 
Spring into Action campaign 
and the Beloit Foundation will 
match your gift with $1 for $5
given before May 31st? The 
the goal for this campaign is 
$30,000? n



n 3: Discovering God’s plan with 
Jesus (New Testament stories)

n 4: Discovering God through the 
Ages (our history & tradition)

n 5: Discovering God around the 
World (the Church in cultures 
and mission)                        
Children can jump in any-

where in that cycle and have the
opportunity to hear the story 
of salvation explored from a
Catholic point of view. Another
plus is the many students who 
volunteer as helpers from Middle
and High school. If it was just a
same old catechism class, that
wouldn’t be the case. 

The best way to know what is
happening with VBS is to be part 
of the action and join us, to pray
for all involved, or to contact the
FF office for more details. 

Faith Formation Happenings
n Congratulations to all those 
who received the Sacrament of
Confirmation here at OLA this
spring. It is a sign of hope for the
world and grace of the Holy Spirit
that so many young people are 
following the practice of virtues 
and our faith.

n Congratulations to the group 
of children who received their first
Holy Communion this spring.
Their joy at coming to the Lord’s
Table is something we all can
share. We congratulate their 
parents in keeping the promises
they made for their child 
at baptism and hope it continues
at each and every Mass. 

n Registrations for next season’s
Faith Formation programs will go
out in mid-summer and we
encourage everyone to be an
evangelizer. That is: spread the
good news about how our parish
seeks to build life-long disciples.
Prayerfully consider how you
might become involved! Last year
we had some wonderful success
with catechist teams who job-
shared. Talk to Rob or Geno 
about the details!  n

big business for some religious 
publishing companies. VBS is also
a lot of work: many congregations
offer some good programs they
buy from publishers. But for a 
variety of reasons – financial, not
liking some of what was offered,
theological concerns, and other
things – we embarked to create
our own program to suit the
needs of our parish. One of the
things we are happy about with
the VBS program here at OLA has
been the kid’s reaction to it. I wish
I had a nickel for all the kids who
asked us on Friday if they could
come back next week. But a 
couple years back I did get a 
complaint from a parent: there
was too much learning and they
should watch more cartoons.
Hmmmm? I realized with that 
complaint we were doing 
something right. We do a lot 
of learning in fun ways, and kids
can always watch cartoons. The
bouncy house and water games
are always fun too. But it is 
interaction and time with friends
and older students discovering
faith that is invaluable and our
mission. Parents often send their
kids to more than one VBS over
the summer for various reasons,
(low-cost child care in a safe and
fun environment.) Parents are
often happy because we are doing
something different than the other
Churches. VBS is also a great
venue for evangelization and 
inviting new families to our parish
and faith. Why don’t you invite
someone?  

Perhaps we are being old-
fashioned but we believe the 
stories, the people, and our faith
tradition are compelling enough 
on their own, rather than having
Jesus go to the county fair or
some other theme. We employ a
five year rotation: 
n 1: Discovering God and 

Creation (last year)
n 2: Discovering God in the Old 

Testament (this season!) 

Discovering God in the
Old Testament
by Rob Olsen, 
Director of Faith Formation

This year our annual Vacation
Bible School (VBS) is entitled
Discovering God in the Old

Testament. The theme revolves
around the idea of children going
back in time and discovering how
God’s plan of salvation developed
in the stories and drama of the
Hebrew people. With fun
activities, music, games, snacks,
stories and crafts we will explore
the heritage and meaning of our
traditions. The stories of Noah,
Joseph and his brothers, Moses
and others reveal the love of God
for His creation and people. 

The dates are Monday-Friday,
June 15-22, from 9:00-noon each 
day. It is for children entering
Kindergarten through 5th grade
next fall. Middle and High school
students and adults are most 
welcome to be helpers, guiding
groups or activities. See Geno or
me after Masses or contact the
Faith Formation office to register
kids, to volunteer to help, or 
for more information! 

If you haven’t had kids
involved, you may not know
much about VBS. For Catholics,
VBS is a relatively new thing. In
the past many parishes did not
even have CCD or Faith Formation
programs. In rural areas, especially,
a pastor might recruit a few Sisters
and some lay people to have a
two week catechism class in the 
summer. In many Protestant
Churches they would offer various
forms of Bible Camp. VBS 
programs evolved in a big way
about 25-30 years ago as sort of a
hybrid of these models for creative
summer faith programs for young
children and teens.  

Today, VBS programs range
from the simple Bible or catechism
classes of old to huge multi-media
productions in some of the 
mega-churches. VBS is actually a 
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I want to thank the entire
parish community for their 
support of me and for our school.
I know that the days ahead will be
full of joys and challenges, but I
feel blessed to be able to work 
in such a great community and
am looking forward to many 
more years at OLA!  

Spring Fling Success
Our 2nd Annual Spring Fling was
a HUGE success! Thank you to
everyone who helped out to make
this event a fun and profitable
event to support our school! The
highlight of the evening was the
live auction, in which classroom
projects were auctioned off. Each
classroom contributed a project
that they had created. Items
ranged from hand-painted bird
feeders to cross collages, and
photographs of the classes.  

Another highlight of the
evening was the dueling pianos
provided by Piano Fondue. We
even got Fr. Paul up and dancing
during the evening! Overall, the
evening was a lot of fun and we
raised over $15,000 for the
school! n

Thank You
by Sister Judy Aubry, Pastoral Associate

Ithank my God for you every
time I think of you; and every
time I pray for you all, I pray

with joy because of the way
in which you have helped me
in the work of the gospel from
the very first day until now.

– Philippians 1: 3-5

This quote from St. Paul sums
up how thankful I am to you
for the gift you have been in
my life over these past 18
years. The years have flown 
by and so many wonderful
things have happened as we
have worked together and
shared our faith to meet the
needs of our parishioners, 
those in the community – 
and beyond. The many ways
you have touched my life are 
a blessing – never to be 
forgotten. I will keep you 
in my prayers as I ask you 
to pray for me as I begin this
new chapter in my life.  
THANK YOU.  n

Reflections from a First-
Year Principal
by Amy Hutson, Principal

As I sit down and reflect on
my first year as principal at
Our Lady of the Assumption

Catholic School, many emotions
and thoughts run through my
head. First and foremost, I need
to say that this has been by far the
most challenging and rewarding
year I have had in my educational
career. I have to admit there are
times I went home at night and
asked myself, What are you
doing? Why are you doing this?
Then I return to school to all the
smiling students and to the
teachers who go above and
beyond everyday to reach
their students and to the school
community that has been so
supportive and I am reminded
of the reason that I chose OLA
to become my home.

I honestly cannot believe how
quickly this school year has
passed! There have been so many
great things going on throughout
the school year and I am looking
forward to all the things to come.
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Mark Your Calendars
All parishioners and 

the public 

are invited to enjoy 

the OLA Parish Festival 

featuring the all-you-can-eat

Pancake Breakfast, 

Silent Auction, and Car Raffle 

on Sunday, September 27, 

8:00AM until 1:00PM.



Love Begins Here 
at OLA
by Geno Finn, Youth Minister

We are excited to
announce that this
summer, July 12-17, Our

Lady of the Assumption is hosting
a crew of about 90 teens for a
Love Begins Here mission trip! The
best way to describe Love Begins
Here is through their Mission
Manifesto: 

n Neighbors First.
We boldly take initiative 
to bring love to our neighbors,
evangelizing with patience and
joy. We are aware that when we
close our eyes to our neighbor, 
it also blinds us to God. We
encounter Him in those we serve.
By putting God first in all we do,
we live to serve others. Things 
of the world come last. We will
find ourselves and come alive
when we make a sincere gift 
of ourselves to our neighbors.

n Small Things. Great Love.
We work on a small scale with a
larger perspective. No task is too
small in the eyes of the Lord when
filled with great love. We will aim
for perfection in our work because
our work belongs to the Lord.

n Missionary Disciples.
We are missionaries who work
with passion, knowing we can
bring God’s love to our brothers
and sisters who hunger. Love, 
in order to survive, must be 
nourished by sacrifices, especially
the sacrifice of self. We refuse 
to settle for comfort and 
complacency, because we know
each person is infinitely loved. 
We are the ones who enjoy life
most, leaving security on the
shore, on a mission to spread the
joy of the Gospel.

Love Begins Here is meant 
to teach the teens how to be 
missionaries in this world. They
learn to be missionaries every day
through small things done with

great love. It’s great to give the
teens this opportunity to move
out of themselves to help others.
The world today is very self-
centered. Having the opportunity

to do something
selfless is great 
for these teens.
They get to 
experience the
joys that come
from serving 
others. 

During the
week, they will 
be doing service
projects for OLA

and in our community. A big part 
of what they do is help individual
community members with 
projects that they could not 
otherwise accomplish due 

to physical or 
financial limitations
such as painting,
yard work, cleaning,
etc. If you or anyone 
you know would be
interested in having
a group of teens and
chaperones help out
this summer please
get in touch with
me. Love Begins
Here missionaries
work in groups of 4
missionaries and 

1 chaperone. Depending on the
size of your project, we could send
out multiple groups for one or
more days. The only thing we ask
is that you would provide or 
borrow from neighbors the tools 
and supplies necessary for the kids
to do the work. If you would be
interested in having some help
during July 12-17 or know 
of anyone in need in our 
community please e-mail Geno
Finn at genof@olabeloit.com or
call 608-362-1231, Ext. 102. 
We will have about 90 kids 
looking to serve our community
for a week so don’t be shy.  n
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parish received the Tribute to
Women award for their local
volunteer work.   n
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Deaths “I have called you each by name”

Margaret (Peggy) A. Walsh (03-24-2015)
Francisco M. Fuerte Ramirez (03-26-2015)
Arlene E. Sciascia (12-23-2014)
Diane I. Kovach (04-12-2015)
Marjorie Ferwerda (04-19-2015)
Betty J. Olson (04-20-2015)
Lucy A. Dolan (04-27-2015)
Janet-Jo (Jan) Hogan (05-12-2015)

Baptisms “You are God’s work of art”

Joseph Patrick Beckman (Patrick & Melissa)
Antonio-Alejandro Maya-Bruns (Austin & JoAnn)
Adilyn Grace Heynen (Jeremy & Kelly)
Ella Violet Kaneiss (Kyle & Jenna)
Logan Gerald Windsor (Josh & Jessica)

Good Books to Read
by Amy Mejia

In honor of Pentecost, the
following books are great
resources to help deepen our

relationship with the Holy Spirit:

True Devotions to the Holy Spirit
by Luis M. Martinez

Among the many ways people
describe the late Archbishop of
Mexico Luis M. Martinez, he is
remembered by those who knew
him as person who lived a very
deeply spiritual life. The linguistic
beauty of Martinez’s book (as well
as other books he authored) has

been well maintained in transla-
tion from its original Spanish. 

In True Devotions to the Holy
Spirit, Martinez discusses the soul’s
necessity for and the grace, gifts,
and inspiration received through
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.
Throughout the book Martinez
also explains that the Holy Spirit
leads us to a deeper relationship
with Jesus and God the Father and
how the Holy Spirit’s gifts can
transform us and help us to bear
fruit within this loving relationship.  

This book, as well as other
books by Luis Martinez, is 
available online.

9 Days to a Deeper Prayer Life
with the Holy Spirit by John-Paul
and Annie Deddens

When John-Paul was invited 
by his wife, Annie, to pray a 
novena, he was reminded of the
difficulty he had in remembering
to pray and keep track of the
prayers of a novena. As he 

struggled in his response 
to Annie’s invitation, he decided
to start a ministry to help
Catholics remember to pray.
Through this ministry he and
Annie send reminders as helpful
guides to assist others in prayer
and deepening their relationship
with God. People can subscribe 
to request that prayer reminders
be sent to them digitally at 
praymorenovenas.com.

9 Days to a Deeper Prayer Life
with the Holy Spirit is a novena
put together with simple prayers
to the Holy Spirit. During days one
through seven of the novena the
focus is on the gifts of the Holy
Spirit – one for each day. The last
two days of the novena are
prayers for an absolute love 
of and surrender to God.  

This particular book is also
available online. n

Sr. Judy Receives Zonta
Lifetime Achievement
Award

Zonta is a service organization
whose mission is:
to empower women through

service and advocacy. Locally,
they provide economic support
to women and girls in need, as
well as college scholarships.
In addition to Sr. Judy’s award,
Arlene McMorran, Phyllis Meyer
and Ann Schroeder from our

A table of OLA supporters at the
Awards Dinner.

 


