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OLA School Principal: Amy Hutson
By Pat Casucci

On the window sill in Principal Amy Hutson’s
office sit three eight-inch-high cork letters: OLA.
They symbolize her enthusiasm for OLA School.   

Smiling, she said, I feel good about coming to Our
Lady of the Assumption. Picking up the letters and
arranging them on her office table, she added, When 
I saw a display of these letters, I immediately felt
they’d be a special decor for my office,
sort of a school booster.

As the school year begins, Amy is
eagerly sharing her zeal for learning with
OLA students and teachers.  I’m a ‘people
person.’ I’m a life-long learner, and 
I love to share my passion for learning and
for education with others, she stated. 

During a recent interview, Amy 
emphasized her respect for the quality
education offered at our parish school 
by its staff of dedicated teachers.  

Amy also mentioned these attributes:
the technology OLA School offers such as
computers, Smart Boards and IPads; 
the commitment to a family atmosphere; and the 
support from the parish, and Father Paul. She added
that it’s fortunate the Madison Diocese has school 
standards already written. 

Amy is from McFarland and began her career 
in education ten years ago. She taught then in Cottage
Grove. She comes to OLA after teaching eight years 
at Sacred Hearts School in Sun Prairie, which has an
enrollment of more than 465 students. She taught
kindergarten and fourth grade, and also served as the
School Interventionist assisting K-8 students who 
struggled academically and behaviorally. She helped
and designed programs for those students.  

Amy is a convert to the Catholic faith. Pondering a
moment on her own experience, she said I think things
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Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save 
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.

happen for a reason. We’re called where God wants us
to be. She had not been active in a religion. But I did
seek it when the opportunity presented itself, she said.

When she began teaching at Sacred Hearts, she 
was not Catholic. The school community there was so 
supportive. I knew I wanted to become a Catholic. The
values of our Catholic faith certainly aligned with my
beliefs, she stated.  

Bolstered by her teaching experience and 
encouraged when working with the 
principal as an intern at Sacred Hearts, 
Amy said, I wanted to make a difference 
in the area of school leadership.

After being hired by OLA, she said,
When I toured the school, met Fr. Paul as
well as teachers, students and parents last
May, I felt really positive about being here.

Citing the competition among 
educational institutions today, Amy stressed
that it’s important OLA School continues 
to be accountable to students, parents 
and parishioners. We want to build 
relationships; to be like a caring family –
connecting generations to grow our 
school, she said.       

Referring to her zest for education, our principal
intends to continue learning and provide school staff
with resources to work with students. I’m excited about
the many things going on in the world of education.
We’ll offer what’s best for our students.

– Continued on Page 3
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Pastor’s
Message
By the Very Rev.
Paul Ugo Arinze

Ihope you are all settling back
into the normal routine after
the summer months. It’s good

to have the OLA students back
to school. They bring so much life
into our campus that makes their
absence felt whenever school is
on break. We welcome back also
Faith Formation students and we
look forward to a great year
ahead. This year we have two new
staff members that joined us in
the summer. Amy Hutson is our
new principal and Geno Finn
is our new coordinator of Youth/
Young Adult Ministry. We
welcome both of them to OLA
and wish them success in their
individual roles.

After several years of serving as
the editor of Vox Populi, Tom
Sennett retired last spring. We
thank Tom for all the work he did
in getting Vox Populi out to the
parishioners and for assigning and
coordinating all the articles. I am
happy to announce that Kristy
Breiten will become our new 
editor effective with this issue 
of Vox Populi. I thank Kristy for
saying yes to this task and wish
her the very best. Kristy and her
husband John are active members
of the parish and they have one
child who graduated from OLA
this past spring and three more
who are still students at our
school.

A Time to Heal and Come
Together:

In Matthew’s Gospel 12:25,
Our Lord Jesus admonished his

disciples and would-be followers
about the need for unity among
believers. A Kingdom divided
against itself cannot stand says
our Lord. And that was true for his
listeners as it was too for the early
Christians. The same message is
true for us modern day listeners
and parishioners of OLA. As I talk
to people and try to forge a 
positive path forward for the
parish, it is evident that we cannot
fulfill our parish mission by 
allowing ourselves to be divided.
As Pope Francis often mentions,
the devil is always looking for
loopholes to use as an opportunity
to destabilize harmony among the
believers. I want everyone who is
reading this message to know that
OLA values them and I personally
am appealing to you to forgo
whatever past hurts, issues, 
disappointments, etc., that may
be holding you back from 
reengaging fully and joyfully with
the parish and return home. OLA
is home to you. The Mission of the
parish is still what we aspire to,
don’t sit out; come join us on this
journey. I would hate to see any of
the hard work of the past collapse
because of apathy or disunity. Our
work is not yet finished. Faith is
still being nourished, the hungry
are fed, the homeless are housed,
the children are taught and, thanks
to God, we are still a parish family.

All these are possible not
because of any one person, or any
one group, but because, united 
as one, we each contribute
accordingly for the common good
and that allows for the Mission 
of the parish and the church to
flourish. As the Venerable Apostle
Paul admonishes us in Romans
12:9-14: Let love be sincere; hate
what is evil, hold on to what is
good, love one another with
mutual affection; anticipate one
another in showing honor. Do not
grow slack in zeal, be fervent 
in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice 

in hope, endure in affliction, and
persevere in prayer. Contribute 
to the needs of the holy ones, and
exercise hospitality. Our society
has been polarized and divided as
it is; let us not allow our parish 
to suffer the same fate. Nothing
should come between us and the
love of God. 

That love of God is fully alive
in the Eucharist that we celebrate
at Mass and in the love that we
share as sisters and brothers 
in Christ. OLA Parish, OLA School,
Faith Formation and Child Care
are blessed with wonderful and
dedicated staff and teachers. We
are doing good deeds for the
greater community through our
support of Caritas, Hands of Faith,
and Prolife issues. G.O.D.S. Fund
has been a good source of helping
people in unusual and emergency
situations. None of these good
things would have been possible 
if we allowed skepticism, cynicism,
gossip, apathy, and division to rule
the day. 

To all of you who have been
steadfast in your participation 
at OLA, I thank you for all the 
sacrifices you and your family are
making to see that our parish 
continues to fulfill its obligations. 

Please share this message with
your friends and family members
and let them know that we would
love to have everyone fully
engaged in the life of the parish. 

To anyone who may still be 
sitting on the sidelines, I sincerely
encourage you to jump in. This is
your home and we would love to
see you fully engaged again. 

May Mary, Our Lady of the
Assumption, who is a model 
of discipleship, continue to 
intercede for us as we work
towards achieving that more 
perfect union in Christ. n

Kind Regards,
Fr. Paul
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Principal Amy Hutson
– Continued from Page 1

A review of the school 
discipline policy is planned. She’s
eager to participate in the school
commission created by Fr. Paul
that has goals to continue the 
success of OLA, and to be sure the
school remains a permanent entity
in the parish.  

Amy has a long term goal – to
develop a community relations
program to highlight OLA School.
She emphasized, I want to be 
visible as the principal, and I
want OLA School to be well
known. She plans to build 
partnerships with community

OLA Festival
By Pat Casucci 

It’s fun for you, and you can
help raise funds for OLA Parish
needs.

All parishioners and the public
are invited to enjoy the OLA Parish
Festival featuring the all-you-can-
eat Pancake Breakfast,
Silent Auction, and Car
Raffle on Sunday,
September 28, 8AM

until 1:00PM.
The Raffle Grand Prize

is a 2014 Chevy Cruze 
car or $15,000 with the
drawing at 1:00PM. Nine
additional prizes total
$2,350. Casey
Christofferson urges all
parishioners to purchase
raffle tickets. Additional ticket
books can be picked up at the
Administration Center or from
Christofferson Moving and
Storage. Casey urges parishioners
to sell lots of tickets so we can
beat the raffle amount raised 
last year.

Begin your day at the popular
Pancake Breakfast served in
Assumption Hall from 8AM until
noon. Heading the breakfast 

committee are Mimi Rasmussen,
Lisa Jolly and Dave McKee. Mimi
has shared her friendly manner 
for many years.  

Dave said, We’re a good team.
We enjoy it and the opportunity
to help OLA. He added, About 12
years ago when I was asked to
help, I jumped at the chance.
Dave and Kevin Bishop head the

kitchen detail. I take pride in
doing it, said Dave.  

You can bid on rare finds and
interesting items – about 250 total
– at the Silent Auction in the OLA
gym. Linda Gracyalny and Sandy
Rogers said there are many sports
memorabilia items, including a
picture of the three Green Bay
Packer Super Bowl quarterbacks.
Bid on hot air balloon rides, 
getaways, baskets, signed art
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pieces, including an Owen
Gromme, and more. 

Linda said, I always enjoy
working with the Silent Auction.
Sandy added, I’ve felt with every
parish I’ve been a member that it
is my duty to help support the
church. I have the time, it’s a lot
of work, but when it’s over, it
makes us feel good.

Randy Gracyalny
pointed out the festival is
a wonderful opportunity
for OLA parishioners 
to come together and
socialize. He added his
thanks to all the 
volunteers who help
make the event possible.
The festival is an 
important fundraiser 
for OLA, the major one,

he concluded.      
More information can be

found at our parish website:
www.olaparish.com. n

Save the Date
Saturday, November 8

TASTE OF OLA

groups and service organizations.
I hope to reach out to some of
these groups, attend their club
meetings. I want everyone in the
Beloit community to know about
OLA School, she stressed. 

Amy earned a bachelor’s
degree in elementary education
from UW-Whitewater. She also has
a master’s degree in education
with an emphasis on curriculum, 
a Master of Science in school
counseling from Concordia
University, and a Master of Arts 
in educational leadership from
Edgewood College. As you can
see, I love learning, she said 
noting, I like to be efficient with
my time.

She’s proud to be one of the
first generation in her family 
to graduate from college. Calm in
demeanor and outwardly friendly,
she enjoys music, especially 
country, reading, movies, and
being with her family and friends.    

Amy stated, I feel blessed 
to be here, to work with everyone
at OLA. 

In a Catholic school, it’s so
important to me to be able 
to share and talk about our faith
with students, to pray with them.

I sincerely will work to help all
our students become contributing
members of our community, she
promised. n



OLA Welcomes Geno
Finn as Youth Minister
by Geno Finn, Youth Minister

My name is Geno Finn.
I was born and raised
in Stockbridge, Georgia,

which is located just south of
Atlanta. I was born September 11,
1989 in Stockbridge and am an
only child. My parents are Bill and
Lori Finn who still live in
Stockbridge. I grew up in the
same house my whole life and
attended Catholic school from
Pre-K all the way through college.
I went to St. James the Apostle
Catholic Church in McDonough –
where I was an altar server,
starting as soon as I received my
First Holy Communion in second
grade. I was also involved in the
youth group. 

I graduated in 2008 from Our
Lady of Mercy Catholic High
School where I was very involved:
playing soccer all four years, 
active and president my senior
year in the Pro-Life group, and
participating on the peer ministry
team called F.L.A.M.E. We would
put on a weekend retreat for our
fellow students completely run by
students who gave the talks and
led the small groups.

I attended Ave Maria
University, in Ave Maria, Florida. 
There is an Oratory at the center
of the town where we had all our
Masses. It was truly in God’s plan
for me to attend this University. I
met some of my best friends there
and had an excellent education.
While at Ave Maria, I played one
year of soccer on the collegiate
team my freshman year, followed
by running cross-country my 
junior and senior years. I was also
part of Students for Life. I enjoyed
my time there, graduating in May
2012 with a double major in
Philosophy and Theology. 

After graduating I felt a bit 
lost and did not know what to do
with my life. I wanted to do youth
ministry or teach theology at a
high school. I applied all over the

country for these positions 
for two years with no success. 
In September, 2012 I decided 
to search for a place to do mission
work for a short period of time. I
had some experience with the
religious order, Society of Our
Lady of the Most Holy Trinity
(SOLT), where I worked for two
summers at a mission in North
Dakota. In October 2012, I 
e-mailed some people I knew 
from SOLT and by the end of the
month I was on a plane to Belize
to teach religion at a high school.
I only spent two months there but
it was a wonderful experience. I

fell in love with teaching when I
was down there. Teaching the
faith brought great joy to my
heart. This really confirmed that I
knew I was to teach the faith
whether as a high school teacher
or as a youth minister. 

Upon my return from Belize I
felt lost again because I still could
not find the job I wanted. I
worked in construction for most of
the year in 2013 just to make
some money. I really did not enjoy
it and kept praying that I would
get a job that I would enjoy. 

The beginning of 2014 I knew
things would change. I got a job

as a middle school girl’s soccer
coach at Strong Rock Christian
School in Locust Grove, GA,
coaching from January till the end
of March. It was a blast coaching
these girls through the first 
winning season for the middle
school program in school history. 
I fell in love with coaching and
hope to coach soccer again soon.

After the season was over, I 
did five or six job interviews in a
period of three months. Then
came the waiting game. I got a
call from Fr. Paul, and after about
a month of playing phone tag, 
we were able to speak to each
other, and, finally, he offered me
the job. I had no idea where
Beloit, Wisconsin was, but I took
the job knowing it was divine 
providence and trusting that God
knows what He is doing. God truly
has called me up here to Our Lady
of the Assumption, and I know He
will reveal His plan in His time as
He always does.   

A little more about me: 
n I’m pretty active. 
n I really enjoy the outdoors. 
n I like to go camping and hiking.
n I’ve run three full marathons
and numerous half-marathons. 
n I’m an avid CrossFitter. I started
doing CrossFit 2 years ago. I try to
workout everyday. Even though
some of the workouts are painful
and very demanding, I go back
the next day and keep doing it. 
n I hope to one day qualify for
the CrossFit Games. 

This is my life so far. I look 
forward to meeting more people
here at OLA, in Beloit, and all over
the Diocese. I ask that you please
pray for me. Especially pray for all
our youth: it’s a tough time to be
a teen. I hope and pray for these
youth to do God’s will, share in
His love and spread the joy 
of the Gospel.  n
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OLA Child Care
By Rachel Shepherd

What a summer! We had a
summer visit with farm
animals and lessons from

Farmer Rob, we went swimming
at the Beloit Municipal Pool, we
enjoyed a day at the Discovery
Center of Rockford in the Build It
Bigger, Science Exploration and
Tractor Fun exhibits, and attended
Snappers Baseball!   n
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What Do We Mean 
by Catechesis?
By Rob Olsen, 
Director of Faith Formation

Alittle while back someone
approached me and
remarked: “Rob, you use the

terms catechesis, catechism, and
catechist a lot but could you give
me some simple, basic definitions
of what is meant by those terms?”   

“Hmmm….I hope so, I’m not
sure it is so simple,” I said, being
somewhat pedantic. I wanted 
to say there are whole libraries 
of books to read on this. Especially
these official ones: The Catechism
of the Catholic Church itself,
abbreviated(CCC), the General
Directory for Catechesis (GDC),
and The National Directory for
Catechesis (NDC)
all which define,
outline, and
strategize how 
we are to do 
catechesis. They
are truly 
important and
worthwhile 
documents 
for those who
have the time, 
inclination, and
responsibility 
for teaching 
the faith. But 
one of the 
temptations is to
dive into “over-the-top” 
theological definitions or “religion
language” that can sometimes
become more smoke than light.
Here is basically what I did say 
in that spur of the moment: (I did
O.K., these short definitions echo
well what I’ve learned from the
above.)  
n CATECHESIS: Instruction in
God’s plan of salvation for the
world through his Son, Jesus
Christ. It includes Scripture 
and the creeds and doctrine or
teachings handed down by the
Church, worship, prayer,
Sacraments and devotions, moral
life, and the social dimension of
faith in the community and world.

n CATECHISM: An organized 
summary of our belief and 
morality that guides our 
teachings. Catechisms can have 
a variety of methods and formats
such as Q&A, narrative definitions
and explanations, storytelling 
or parables. 
n CATECHIST: Someone who
teaches the message of Jesus. In a
way we are all called to do that
through Baptism through our
words and deeds. But more 
specifically it is a person who has
responded to a call and need 
in their community. They dedicate
time, training, and preparation 
to pass on the faith to new 
generations. 

(Like I said I did O.K. and
probably would get a B+ on a

quiz; but listen to the 
wisdom of some of our
catechists here at OLA as 
I asked them to share
highlights and special
moments from their past
season in catechesis. All 
of these can more simply
describe and define 
catechesis and offer much
more light.) 

“Engaging the kids 
to think about and grow 
in the love of Christ,
responding to questions 
of faith that probably
don’t get addressed 
anywhere else.”     

– Matt, 4th grade catechist
“Being on a path together to

knowing and following Jesus.”
– Melissa, 3rd grade catechist

“Sharing how much God loves
them, and how to be Christ like.”

– Maira, 2nd grade catechist
“Sharing their enthusiasm

when we reviewed or learned 
stories of faith, the saints, 
and Mary.”  

– Christy, 5th grade catechist
“To witness real caring and

compassion with them when 
the world teaches otherwise.”  

– John, 8th grade catechist
“It’s frustrating at times, 

but what’s better than helping
make disciples?” 

– Bill, 7th grade catechist

“At our last class realizing 
how far they had come learning
prayers and answering questions…
they didn’t want Faith Formation
classes to end.”    

– Sue, 1st grade catechist
“Seeing a sparkle or wonder 

in their eye as they began to grasp
some of the beauty and truth 
of our faith…These are moments
you teach for.”  

– Sr. Faustina, 7th grade catechist 
“When a parent told me their

child wanted their very own Bible.”
– John, 8th grade catechist

“Sharing the truly joyful 
anticipation of receiving Christ 
in the Eucharist.”  

– Nikki, 2nd grade catechist
After one of the first class

nights last year, Deb, 1st grade
catechist, shared this highlight:
She had just spent a fair amount
of time explaining what the
prayers and lessons were about
with a little refrain “we do all this
because of the love of God.”
Finally she asked the kids why 
they thought that she taught 
catechism? She hoped they might
answer “We do all this because 
of the love of God!” 

Nope! 
Quick as a blink one of the

boys said with a question in his
voice “Cuz, God couldn’t get 
anybody else?” (How can you
keep from laughing?) 

The truth is God doesn’t 
“just call anybody else.” He does
not necessarily call us because
we’re theologians or know all the
right books to reference. He calls
each of us in a particular way 
to be willing to live and share our
faith with the world around us.
Just like Jesus, we’d like to have a
goal of 1 teacher per 12 disciples.

Be sure to contact the FF office
if you need to enroll your children
in classes. Be sure to contact the
FF office if you feel called to 
participate in the miracle, journey,
joys, frustrations, wonder, beauty,
truth, compassion, knowledge,
prayer, questioning, growth, 
anticipation, giving and receiving
Christ that is CATECHESIS! n
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Good Books to Read
By Amy Mejia, Guest Contributor

Jesus: A Pilgrimage
by James Martin, S.J.

If visiting the Holy Land is
something you have been wanting
to do, James Martin, S.J. will 
take you there; the itinerary has
been set for you, and all of the
arrangements have been made –
all that is left to do is to board
your favorite chair and open
Father Martin’s book called Jesus:
A Pilgrimage.  

In this book, Father Martin
takes the pilgrim (you) to 
numerous traditional holy sites
that mark the events in Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection –
including the Sea of Galilee,
Bethany, Golgotha and so many
more. His style of writing is vivid
and down-to-earth, and he writes
from many different angles.
Father Martin provides overviews
of the historical and societal 
background of the area, offers
reflection and mediation from a
scriptural and spiritual stand-point,
and prays with you as you make

this pilgrimage from your home.
This book is great for learning

more about the Holy Land, but
even more it is true to its title in
that it is a pilgrimage with Jesus.
It is a wonderful book to read 
if, for whatever reason, it is not
possible to actually make a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land – and
if you have and want to further
reflect on your own experiences.
The book fulfills what Father
Martin set out to do when writing
it – helping you to know Jesus
(even more) as he invites you 
to join him on a pilgrimage that
helped him to know Jesus (even
more).

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a
Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah     

While meandering about 
at the bookstore searching 
for summer reading material, a
particular book set on a table with
a sign that said, “Books everyone
should read” spoke to me. On the
cover is a young boy walking on a
path alone with tattered green
flip-flops on his feet – and
weapons placed upon his back
and shoulders. I knew it was
something I needed to read.

In A Long Way Gone: Memoirs
of a Boy Soldier, Beah tells of his
experiences during a civil war in
Sierra Leone on the western coast
of Africa during the 1990s and
early part of this century. In a very
forthright manner, Beah gives his
account of fleeing from village 

to village to stay alive, of losing all
that he knew, trusted, and loved –
his family, his childhood and 
innocence, the place he called
home – and finding himself in a
position of utter fear and just
merely trying to survive. Beah is a
gifted writer and speaks honestly
from his experiences, and while
the details he gives in this book
are difficult to read and very
heartbreaking, he gives a voice 
to something that much of the
world is oblivious to or distant
from – a voice that needs to be
heard.

Although Beah has literally
lived through hell, he is an 
example that healing and 
forgiveness can come from the
most terrible things and that 
moving forward is possible. Beah
currently lives in the United States
and continues to write and speak
at national and international
human rights conferences 
to promote peace in the world.
This book not only raises 
awareness of the violence and 
suffering forced upon and
incurred by humanity, but leaves
readers praying for peace.

Both books mentioned above
can be found in major bookstores
and online. Also, if you are 
interested in learning more 
about Ishmael Beah, visit
www.alongwaygone.com. n
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Delicious Disney 
By Randy Gracyalny

The 2014 Gracyalny Family
Concert (GFC), which
the family performs as a

donation to the Silent Auction,
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 18,
at 7:00 PM in Assumption Hall.
At this year’s concert, Deliciously
Disney, you will feast on a myriad
of homemade desserts while
enjoying musical selections
from the vast array of songs

from the Disney library. The $10
admission will also provide a wide
assortment of liquid refreshment
and an evening filled with
adventure, excitement, princes,
princesses, unusual characters and
true love. Tickets are now available
at the Administration Center and
will also be sold at the Silent
Auction and after weekend Masses
October 4-5 and 11-12. Don’t
wait too long. You will not want
to miss the GFC.   n
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Baptisms “You are God’s work of art”

Zander Thomas Karls (Brent & Laura)
Jace David Gracyalny (Joseph & Krystal)
Mariya Babilius (Monte & Michelle)
Mauricio Babilius (Monte & Michelle)
Liam Phillip Dorr (Phillip & Bernetta)
Adelai Louise Newman (Matthew & Taylor)
Faustino Santana, Jr. (Faustino & Adrianna)
Jacqueline Yulianna Simental (Faustino & Adrianna)
Kassandra Michelle Villagomez (Faustino & Adrianna)
Harper Nicole Johnson (Nicholas & Jessica)
Emma Rose Schultz (Stephan & Katherine)
Janelle Betty Sulouff (Joshua & Jennifer)
Andrew Sugui Cortez (Anderlei & Andrea)
Alaina Leeanne Hanson (Shawn & Jamie)
Ethan Edward Flanagan (Michael & Virginia)
Landon Robert Bertelsen (Ryan & Anna)
Eleni Adilene Fuchs (Adam & Claudia)
Camila Valentina Garcia-Perez (Eduardo & Nancy)
Ezra Javier Robles (Israel & Kathryn)
Mateo Nicolas Alonzo Torres-Perez 

(Alonzo & Guadalupe)
Izaiah M.J. Hall (Timothy & Maricruz)
Abigail Riley Smullen (Mark & Catherine)
Lydia Ariana Mar (Juan & Karina)
Brooklyn Elizabeth Brewer (Joseph & Elizabeth)
Alianna Nayeli Victorino (Hector & Selene)
Theodore Armaos (Alexandros & Jean Marie)
Genevieve Armaos (Alexandros & Jean Marie)
Antoni Diego Rodriguez Mendez 

(Nicolas & Esmeralda)
David Rodriguez Mendez (Nicolas & Esmeralda)
Ivan Ruben Rodriguez Mendez (Nicolas & Esmeralda)
Nayeli Rodriguez Mendez (Nicolas & Esmeralda)
Nicolas Santana Mendez, Jr. (Nicolas & Esmeralda)
Joel Salazar (Juan & Jeannie)
Brock Daniel Fischer (Jeffrey & Beth)
Cassidy Mae Dylak (Andrew & Karen)

Deaths “I have called you each by name”

Bernard T. Corrigan (12-15-2013)
Virginia Van Hoose (02-25-2014)
Linda P. Stoller (03-04-2014)
Mary Leona Petit (03-21-2014)
Angelina J. Sorrentino (04-06-2014)
Louis M. Alf (04-09-2014)
Margaret Foley (04-17-2014)
Joseph L. Polito (05-05-2014)
Nora J. Fitzsimmons (05-21-2014)
Michael M. Duffy (06-20-2014)
Blanche M. Windgassen (06-27-2014)
Gordon Nels Pearson (06-30-2014)
Betty J. Montenero (07-20-2014)

Catholic Social Teaching, Human
Trafficking, and the Plight of
Migrants – October 5
by Kathy Schmidt
Member of Social Justice Commission

On Sunday, October 5, from 6:30-8:00PM,
Dr. Barbara Sella, from the Wisconsin Catholic
Conference, will share information on the

topic of human trafficking, with an emphasis on the
ways that forced labor and sexual exploitation violate
Catholic Social Teaching about the dignity of human
life. This lecture is sponsored by the OLA Social Justice
Commission and will complement the various
Respect Life activities offered throughout the month
of October. All are welcome to come and learn about
this issue; it affects us locally as well as on a global
scale. Dr. Sella’s presentation is appropriate for high
school students as well as for the adults of the parish.

Pope Francis has expressed continual concern 
for immigrants and those being trafficked as he 

stated: Moreover, as Church we should remember
that in tending the wounds of refugees, evacuees 
and the victims of trafficking, we are putting into
practice the commandment of love that Jesus
bequeathed to us when he identified with the 
foreigner, with those who are suffering, with all the
innocent victims of violence and exploitation.

– (Global Fellows CRS. Org 5/24/13).
The Social Justice Commission is planning a series

of events and activities around the linked themes 
of human trafficking and migration throughout the
coming year. The evening’s presentation will be 
followed with additional educational opportunities: 
n study groups, 
n a possible speakers’ panel, 
n bulletin inserts with suggestions for personal
involvement. 

January’s liturgical focus shall reflect the topic of
immigration, as the US Bishops have highlighted that
topic during a January National Migration Week
in recent years. Stay tuned for more announcements
about these issues in the coming months!  n


