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Memory Garden To Bloom In Spring
By Jean Whitcomb

You may have walked across it going to and from
Mass and not given it much thought, but the
OLA Memory Garden has been a part of the

church/school campus since the new church was built.
According to Memory Garden project coordinator,
Patricia Sowl, the concept started coming together
after the church received a memorial from the late
Terry Leahy’s family designating the project. Fr. Gary
approached Sowl in the summer of 2011, asking her
to come up with ideas to make the memory garden a
focal point between the church and the school
entrances. Sowl said Fr. Gary envisioned the area to
provide not only an outdoor gathering space after Mass
but also a place for staff, parishioners, school children
and their parents to meet, pray and meditate.

After accepting Fr. Gary’s request to take on the
memory garden project, Sowl carried out his request 
to involve as many parishioners as possible in the effort.
Working with Steve Mayse, Sowl’s sculpture design
was chosen and Mayse provided the materials and
labor for erecting the stainless steel sculpture and 
its water feature. Tony Meyer chipped in with 
consultation and support on the project while Jerry
Klobucar had a crew install the sculpture as well as its
water spillways and the concrete furniture around it.
Bill Ballou waterproofed the brick walls alongside the
memory garden as his part of the project. Sowl said the
design for the water feature began about a year ago
and should be completed in April. In the meantime
concrete tables and benches have been installed and
electrical work is being finished. Sowl said the official 
dedication ceremony will be held at a future date.

“During this whole experience I counted heavily on
the Holy Spirit’s guidance and support,“ Sowl said. 
“I could not have done it without Him”.

Now as the winter snow begins to recede, Sowl and
– Continued on Page 2
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Go Paperless!
We would like to send Vox Populi electronically 

to as many parishioners as possible to save 
on printing and postage costs. Email Randy at

randyg@olabeloit.com to receive future 
issues electronically.

    

randyg@olabeloit.com


Pastor’s
Message
By the Very Rev.
Paul Ugo Arinze

Come Worship the Lord
for We Are His People!

Come back to me with all
your heart don’t let fear
keep us apart. This is one

of my favorite Lenten songs as it
is for many. It is taken from the
passage of the book of the
prophet Joel 2:12 where the
prophet invites his people
to return to the Lord. As a church
community, nowhere is the Lord’s
presence more vivid than when
we are gathered together as one
family at the Eucharistic table.
That privilege of coming together
and sharing our Christian
experience should never be taken
lightly nor should we allow any
person(s) or circumstances to take
that away from us. 

I think of all my early
experiences as a Catholic and see
how our interaction with our
parish and parishioners helped me 
to form a strong Catholic identity.
Most of my best friends growing
up were people that attended the
same parish and parish school
with me. We sat next to them 
at Mass, we served together as
altar servers, our families worked
together at parish events. 

I remember how so many

times my parents would send my
older brothers to go help an
elderly parishioner with yard work
or to drive with my mother 
to take food to a parishioner
whose spouse may be ill or they
had a new baby and had not been
home enough to prepare a home
cooked meal. Most of all, I saw
how much love my parents had
for our parish priests and how that
in a way drew me closer to the
priests and helped shape and form
my own vocations. Above all, I
learned that the Church is not just
a building but the people of God
that forms its members. Parishes
thrive when all her members are
sharing their time, talent and 
treasure in thanksgiving to God
for His love.

Here is a true story that I 
used at Mass a few Sundays ago 
highlighting the point I am trying
to make.

Many years ago, a church 
was built on one of the highest
mountains in Switzerland. It was
a beautiful church that had been
built with great care by the 
villagers who lived nearby. But
there was one thing that the
church didn’t have. It didn’t have
any lights. The church had been
built too far away from power
supplies and the cost to install
electricity would have been too
much. Every Sunday evening 
the people who lived on the
mountain’s side opposite the tiny
church saw something wonderful
happen. The church bell would
ring and people would gradually
walk up the mountainside
towards the church. They would

enter the church and then all of a
sudden the church would light up
brightly. The villagers had to bring
lights with them as they walked.
When they arrived at church they
hung them around the church on
pegs set in the walls, so the light
would spread around. If only a
few people came to church the
light would be very dim. But when
many came to church there would
be plenty of light. After the service
the villagers would take their
lanterns home. It was then that
those who watched from a 
distance would see a stream 
of light pour out from the church
and over the mountainside. For
many it was a sign that all was
well. God’s light was with them
and inside them. The only time
the little church lit up was when
people were there. That’s when it
truly became a church.

I am hoping that this Lent will
be an opportunity for us to come
together and light up the fire 
of God’s love at Our Lady of the
Assumption Parish. It is a good
way to remind ourselves again
that we are not alone in this 
journey of faith. May our Lord
Jesus Christ who loves us 
unconditionally and welcomes us
with open arms help us to work
together to continue the mission
of our beloved parish. Please 
continue to check our website and
bulletin for all the Lent and Holy
Week ceremonies. n

Have a blessed Lenten Season!
Fr. Paul Ugo Arinze
Pastor
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Memory Garden 
– Continued from Page 1

her volunteers will see to it that
large concrete planters will be
placed in the Memory Garden and
spring and summer plants and

flowers will complement the 
flowering trees that were planted 
by parishioner, Mel Wirkus.

“Fr. Gary wanted something
that would last a long time and
I’m hoping I was able to fulfill his
wishes”, said Sowl.  n



Can You Hear Me Now?
By Randy Gracyalny, 
Director of Liturgy & Music

Shortly after we
moved into the
new church 
we installed 
a “hearing assist”
system which 

transmits sound to a beltpack
receiver from the sound system.
From the receiver there is a wired
ear bud which the individual using
the system puts into their ear. This
works reasonably well for those
who have rather minor hearing
issues but does nothing for those
with more significant hearing
issues who use hearing aids. 

Wanting to provide a more
complete worship experience 
for those individuals, we applied
for a grant of just over $5,900,
through the Apostolate to the

Caritas
by Ann Schroeder

Caritas is celebrating its
fortieth year this year as
an interdenominational,

community-supported outreach
for stateline neighbors in need.
It has come from a small closet
at Sun Valley Presbyterian Church
to an expansive food pantry and
clothing room facility. It is located
at 2840 Prairie Avenue, has a bus
stop shelter on its corner, and an
expanding community garden
on the property. 4,513 persons
from 5,061 households received
food this year, with 609
households new to Caritas!
Families received 222 cans of baby
formula and 9,444 diapers.
Caritas distributed food to 400
families for their Thanksgiving
meal. The pantry also supplies
food for registered cats and dogs
with 2,554 items given out this
year. WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Participating churches and
organizations may have 2 voting
members on the Board of
Representatives which meets
monthly with the Executive Board.
Representatives are the liaison
between Caritas and their 
member group. 

Caritas hours are 9:00-2:30
Mon-Fri (exceptions are new food
pantry hours of 6:00-8:00 pm 
on Wednesdays and 11:00-1:00
on the third Saturday of the
month). These hours have been
added to better meet the needs 
of those who could not come 
in afternoons.

Beloit Life Center food pantry
(22 years of service) integrated
into Caritas in 2013 bringing 
volunteers, board members, 
and donations. Their vision 
of community services working
together has helped Caritas better
meet our neighbors’ needs 
in many ways.

Caritas held its second
Christmas Party, for kids of our
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neighbors, this December and we
had 146 children attend. They
each met Santa, had their picture
taken, of which they got a copy,
had cookies, received a gift and a
handmade hat. 

You can support Caritas: 
n 1) by volunteering 

(call 608-362-4403), 
n 2) by donating food with  

needs listed monthly in the 
bulletin (Caritas box in the 
gathering space), garden 
produce, clothing and soft 
goods (directly to Caritas
please), designated monetary 
donations, 

n 3) by participating in Caritas
fundraisers, and 

n 4) by referring neighbors 
in need to Caritas.

Contact Ann Schroeder
(815-624-0666) or Linda Williams
(815-389-0110), your OLA Caritas
Representatives, with questions. n

Handicapped, to install a Loop
Hearing Assist System. This allows
those who have a T-switch 
on their hearing aids to have 
the church’s sound system fed
directly to their hearing aid. 
The Apostolate Grant Board and
Bishop Morlino approved the
request in early December and on
January 30 Metro Sound, owned
by BCH grad and Keta Gilliland’s
brother, Mike Kujak, completed
installation. Due to the large 
coverage area there are actually
two wire loops buried in channels
in the church floor which act as
antennae sending sound to the 
hearing aid. By having the 
sound feed directly to the aid 
it eliminates much of the 
background noise which made 
it very difficult for those 
with hearing aids to hear and
understand sound coming 
from the speakers. 

One parishioner mentioned 
at his first Mass following 
installation, that it was the first
time in years that he has been
able to hear clearly what was 
happening from beginning 
to end. 

So, if you have been away
because you were not able to hear
or know someone who should
turn their T-switch on, invite them
to participate more fully using our
new system. There is also one
receiver and headset available
with this system for anyone who
does not have hearing aids but
would benefit from having a more
“direct” sound experience. The
four receiver/ear buds remain
available for those who may 
benefit from their use. See Sr. Judy
or Randy for help with either 
of these options.  n



OLA VetsRoll Volunteers
By Pat Casucci

Imagine 200 veterans from
World War II (WWII), the Korean
War era, and “Rosie-the-

Riveters” traveling in 10 luxury
buses to visit “their memorials”
in the Washington DC area. It’s an
impressive project that requires
100 volunteers to assist the
honored guests during this year’s
trip in May.      

VetsRoll provides the four-day
all expenses paid trip.          

Some of our parish veterans
have been honored guests on the
trips. Several parishioners serve
VetsRoll as volunteers.

Barbara Finnegan, OLA 
charter member, smiles with 
happiness about the success 
of VetsRoll. Two of her sons, Mark
Finnegan and John Finnegan,
founded the enterprise. 

In her humble manner, Barbara
Finnegan said, “I’m proud of my
boys.” She was a guest on the first
VetsRoll trip, and supports the
project.  

About five years ago, the
Finnegan brothers wanted 
to honor their parents, Barbara
and Cy Finnegan, as well as war
veterans of their era.    

Cy Finnegan (deceased) was
an OLA charter member and a
Beloit businessman who served 
in the U. S. Navy during WWII.
He had often remarked that there
were no huge welcomes when the

WWII veterans returned. Barbara
Finnegan had worked as an Army
civilian in a Signal Corps office,
and as a “Rosie the Riveter” 
in Beloit.    

Among positive comments
that Mark and John often hear,

either from the 
veterans, or from their
families, is that the
trip was one of the
best four days of their
lives. Barbara noted,
“I think there are 
sentimental tears 
from most everyone
who are on the trips.”   

Mark said that 
this year VetsRoll “is
exploding” with trip
applications received
from people in the Beloit
area and 18 states.
Including the 2014 trip,
925 guests will have
been honored. “We have
a good time. Friendships
are made, stories are
shared, and there’s plenty 
of good-natured kidding.”   

The Finnegan brothers
expressed sincere thanks for all 
the support VetsRoll receives. “It’s
amazing that we have applications
for probably twice as many 
volunteers as are needed. 
We’re blessed that they’re willing
to pay their own way. They’re a

dedicated group, working hard as
a team to make sure the trips are
as memorable as possible.”   

The volunteers from OLA
enthusiastically say they receive
great satisfaction for their work.
For everyone, it’s a life-changing
experience.  

John Schroeder, Dan
Schreiber and Tom Holter are
VetsRoll board members and also
serve as bus leaders.  

Several volunteers shared their
memories:        

Judy Hall works with 
registration before and after the
trips. “It was so heartwarming 
to assist the veterans and “Rosies.”

Ann and John Schroeder
have been involved with VetsRoll
for four years. When they see the
tears of happiness on the guests’
faces, the couple said, “We're
happy to help them after what
they did for us.” 

John described the socializing
and friendships made on each
trip. “At first when we leave, 
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l to r – Mark Finnegan, Barbara Finnegan and John Finnegan

Ann (medical team) and John Schroeder 
(bus leader) at the WWII Memorial

 



most people are quiet. We talk
with them, and mainly listen.
Soon we’re hearing about their
unique individual experiences. It’s
incredible to hear what they’ve
been through. This is living history.”

Ann, a registered nurse, has
been part of the medical group.
She also does mail call. Presently
she’s gathering thank you letters

composed by area students and
residents. Each veteran receives a
pack of these letters.   

Dan and Laurie Schreiber
stressed, “This is a labor of love 
for us. We feel all the volunteers
get as much out of the trip as the
veterans do.”    

Nancy and Tom Holter
describe VetsRoll as “remarkable

for everyone.” They volunteer 
in honor of his father who was a
WWII veteran and for their son
who served in the Gulf War. “It's
great just to be with these men
and women, to hear their stories.” 

Andreina Patilliet, is a 
sophomore at Beloit College,
studying political science, 
biochemistry and pre-med. She
expressed solid enthusiasm 
for VetsRoll. “In 2013, I was so
happy to just push a wheel chair
to help someone who fought 
for my rights. I feel this was one 
of my greatest accomplishments
because I was learning the 
veterans’ history.”        

In her delightful manner,
Andreina added, “I thank God 
for allowing me to have good
opportunities in my life; so I have
to do great things.”

At the departure ceremony,
Randy Gracyalny sings the
National Anthem.   

Homecoming for the
group is elaborate with 
official escorts accompanying
the bus caravan. Fireworks
burst at the Eclipse Center.
Dozens of US flags adorn
Riverside Drive along the 
Rock River.  

As guests depart, VetsRoll
volunteers continue working –
completing all their final duties.

For information about VetsRoll
or to give a donation, please call
Mark at: 608-207-8319.
Information is online at:
www.VetsRoll.org. n
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Korean War veteran opening his mail

Andreina Patilliet with WWII veterans 
at the Officers’ Club in Dayton, Ohio

Flags adorn Riverside Drive along the Rock River

 



School Registration 
Has Begun!
by Michael Flanagan, Principal
mflanagan@olaschool.ws

As we look forward to the
2014-2015 school year,
we have now started the

registration and re-registration
process for all grade levels. We
continue to offer the 3K program
during the mornings, twice
weekly, as well as the 4K program
which meets on the alternate
three dates, also in the morning.
Although each of those programs
are only a half day in duration, we
can accomplish more than many
schools do in a full day, given that
we keep each of those class sizes
small for the benefit of each
student. Additionally, our 5K-8
grade level programs have
openings in each class, and run
from 8:00-3:00 each day.

If you have not visited our
school, you would be surprised 
to see all of the creative and 
innovate ways that students are
able to learn. We’re very blessed
with technology that provides a
SMARTBoard in every room with
instructor iPad connectivity (we
actually can reflect the teacher’s
iPad up to each SMARTBoard so
that we can learn from apps as a
whole class). Additionally, the 
students in grades 6-8 are fully
engaged in a 1:1 iPad initiative,
which truly individualizes the way
that learning is happening. In a
short synthesis, students are asked
to create and explore in the 
learning process, instead of just
simply memorize and repeat.
What we’ve found over this year 
is that students who formerly
struggled with memorization and
simple knowledge now thrive 
in being asked to show and 
create, and students who were
gifted in remembering answers 
for a test are now challenged 
to synthesize and apply that
knowledge. It’s a win-win situation
for learning!

All of our students in 3K-5 also

have access to two mobile
Chromebook labs and an iPad lab.
Students are each assigned a
google-based web account, which
provides them with countless apps
for education, including a cloud-
based document server that allows
them to work from any place, any
time. This is particularly useful
when students are absent or 
on vacation.

Also, we believe in reflective
grading; the grade at the end 
of the period should reflect what 
a student knows, not how hard
they’ve worked (effort). This is a
radical shift from traditional 
grading in that it is useful for 
parents and teachers to see how
well students have mastered
material. This helps for future
courses and schooling, and 
minimizes any personal bias that a
teacher may have in grading (or
you might call it inconsistency).
We try our hardest to re-teach
concepts that are not understood,
and to focus on each student's
achievement for their potential,
instead of just expecting simple
tasks to be done. It truly 
revolutionizes fairness for all, but
above that, it’s just good teaching.
Add to that the fact that we have
a world-class faculty, and one can
quickly see how awesome the
education is at OLA.

Beyond that, OLA is a family
community. We believe that we
are an extension of the family, and
we work with parents to ensure
that there is consistency between
home and school. We offer several
organizations and activities that
parents can be a part of, and we
try very hard to communicate 
on a personal level. From my own
experience, it's like being part 
of a big, awesome family; we’re
stronger because of it, and we
celebrate our Catholic identity 
in part through the connections
that we form.

Under Fr. Paul’s leadership, 
we are strongly incorporating
Catholic doctrine and teachings 

in accordance with the standards
and benchmarks for Religion as set
forth by the Diocese of Madison.
Fr. Paul even teaches in the 
classroom; he is a regular presence
in the school, and the students
simply adore him. I am so grateful
for his love and support of our
school, and admire it greatly!

As you an tell, I love our
school. I am blessed to be a part
of it, and I would love to share
that passion with you. Please call,
email, or stop by to set up an
appointment to see our school
and receive a personal tour. I
would love to get to know you,
your child(ren), and your needs. I
look forward to meeting you soon.

Our New Fundraiser!
On another note, as a fundraiser
for our school, please save the
date of Saturday, April 26, in 
the evening, for a fun off-campus
event at La Casa Grande,
including a catered buffet dinner,
cash bar (we’re looking for donors
to sponsor an hour or two of free
tap beer and house wine...if you
can sponsor, please contact me),
live auction, and dueling pianos. If
you’ve never seen a dueling piano
show, you’re in for a treat!

We’ll soon be looking for
sponsors for this event. If you can
sponsor the event, which includes
tickets to the festivities, please
contact Mr. Flanagan at the school 
(608-365-4014). In the weeks 
to come, we’ll be including a 
bulletin insert with a request 
to sponsor the evening.

Additionally, we are looking 
for auction items for our live raffle.
We will be placing the items into
“themed” baskets to auction off
during the evening. If you have 
an idea of something you could
donate, or know of somebody
who could, please contact me, 
as well.

We have a lot going on for our
school, obviously! Please continue
to pray for us, our success, and
our students in the time ahead. n
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OLA School Alumni
Connections –
Memories of the 60’s
By Arlene McMorran

OLA School days in the 60’s
were pulsating with
classrooms full of vivacious

students. In fact, according to the
records, the total enrollment on
January 21, 1963 was 408 (196
boys and 212 girls). Michael
Lauterbach recalls that there
were 51 students in his 1968
graduation class. He started
reminiscing: “There were lots of
students, but you listened and
behaved! The priests, Monsignor
O’Hara, Fr. Healy and Fr. Fagan
would visit the classrooms and
come out to the playground.
Most of the teachers were Sisters
of Mercy. Sr. Jean Marie followed
by Sr. Marita were the Principals.
Mr. Bob Lewis was our 5th grade
teacher.”

Mike and five of his classmates:
Burry Wolf, Cindy Burns, 
Lanaya Ballou, Jean Voss and
Fred Murray were fondly 
surprised a couple of years ago
when Bob Lewis came from
Florida to visit his former students
and tour OLA School. After the
visit, Mr. Lewis wrote on the
Facebook OLA Alumni site: “My
first teaching experience at OLA
from 1965 to 1970 was such a
positive experience that I stayed 
in the profession for 35 years. The

kids and their supportive parents
made all the difference…” He
ended: “Live well, do good works,
and keep in touch.”

A conversation with Jean Voss
echoed memories of happy days,
good order and great learning.
She couldn’t resist one memory 
in particular: “I remember the day
when my third grade teacher tied
a student to her desk with a 
jump rope because she would 
not stay seated!” 

Gym classes were held in the
church one day a week, according
to Mike. He recalls how the 6th,
7th and 8th grade classes would
have gym exercises in the back 
of the church area after a curtain
was pulled to cover the altar and
the chairs were stacked.

When asked how he felt about
Catholic Education, these are
Mike’s remarks: “I didn’t know
how good I had it at OLA School
until later. After OLA I went to

Beloit Catholic High and
Edgewood College. My real 
appreciation came when Linda
and I decided to send our 
children, Sean, Stephen
and Kristen to OLA School. I 
recognized the good education
and how successful they were.
They excelled when they went 
to Turner High School and
throughout college because they
had such a solid foundation.”

We are deeply grateful to Mike
and his son, Steve, (a 1996 OLA

alum, who
died tragically
in 2007 at the
young age 
of 24 from
incurable 
cancer). In
1995 Mike
and Steve
came to OLA
School for 2
or 3 weeks 
to route

wiring through all 9 rooms, 
the computer lab and offices 
to network the computer system.
What they did for the school will
forever be remembered. It made
OLA School one of the first schools
in the area to be completely 
networked. “In those days we 
didn’t have a budget for technolo-
gy so we had to volunteer our
time and do it all manually. It was
a monumental task!” recalls Mike.

Linda, Mike’s wife, was also

very involved in the school as a
member of the OLA School Board
for at least 6 years. During that
time the handbook was rewritten
and Market Day was introduced.
God bless Mike, Linda and their
family for all the many ways they
have blessed Our Lady of the
Assumption School.

When asked about a life 
lesson, Mike responded: “Catholic
education was important to me
and I see what it has done for my
children.”   n
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Sean, Michael, Linda, Kristen
and Stephen Lauterbach

 



“The Law of the
Gospel” – Another
Jewel from the
Catechism of the
Catholic Church
By Rob Olsen, 
Director of Faith Formation

For this Season of Lent I want
to recommend this particular
section (CCC paragraphs 1965-

1986) for your reflection and as
another of the “jewels” we can
find in the Catechism. In these 40
days, read the entire section if you
can. I went to it because one
of the kids in class wanted
to know how the Ten
Commandments related to the
Gospels. When we have Q & A
sessions in Faith
Formation classes
we try to have the
older kids look
up things in the
CCC. For younger
kids we try to
make sure that we
are explaining
things according
to the CCC but
in language they
can grasp. (By
the way, the kids’
questions and
their hunger
for understanding about God is
genuinely impressive and truly
“good news” about our young
people.)

CCC: 1968 The Law of the Gospel
fulfills the commandments of the
Law. The Lord’s Sermon on the
Mount, far from abolishing or
devaluing the moral prescriptions
of the Old Law, releases their 
hidden potential and has new
demands arise from them: it
reveals their entire divine and
human truth. It does not add new
external precepts, but proceeds 
to reform the heart, the root 
of human acts, where man

chooses between the pure and
the impure, where faith, hope,
and charity are formed and with
them the other virtues. The
Gospel thus brings the Law to its
fullness through the imitation 
of the perfection of the heavenly
Father, through forgiveness 
of enemies and prayer for 
persecutors, in emulation of the
divine generosity.

CCC:1969 The new Law 
practices the acts of religion:
almsgiving, prayer, and fasting,…

I highlighted the above
because Pope Francis’ motto
“Miserando atque eligendo” (by
having mercy and by choosing)
seems to spring from this very
passage. Pope Francis’ book The

Church of Mercy, My
Vision for the Church is
being published in English
in mid-March by Loyola
Press. The Pope’s Lenten
message for this year says
much about alleviating
poverty in our world and
has this to say about the
only real poverty:

There is only one 
real kind of poverty; not
living as children of God
and brothers and sisters 
of Christ...I wish 
to encourage the faithful 

to imitate Christ, who became
poor and enabled us by his 
poverty...Lent is a fitting time 
for self-denial and that we would
do well to ask ourselves what we
can give up in order to enable
others by our own poverty.

– (Lenten message 2014)
As we enter our Lenten 

journey, perhaps we can deepen
our faith through reflecting on the
above section of the CCC and of
course the practice of almsgiving,
prayer, and fasting! n

Faith Formation Happenings
n Remaining Wednesday evening
Faith Formation classes: March 5,
is ASH WEDNESDAY classes will
gather at 6:15 time but then 
proceed to Church for Mass.
Lenten classes are on March 12,
19, we are off for FF SPRING
BREAK on March 26, we are off on
April 2 because of Confirmation,
return for April 9, the next week is
HOLY WEEK and we want all 
to participate in the Triduum 
celebrations so we do not have
regular Wed. classes. We return 
for April 23, and 30.

n The Sacrament of Confirmation
for a fine group of our young 
people will be here at 7:00PM

on Wednesday, April 2nd with 
Bishop Morlino. Please keep 
the confirmands, their sponsors, 
families and teachers in your
prayers.

n Continue your prayers 
for our RCIA candidates and 
their sponsors and families. The 
Season of Lent intensifies their
preparations for the Easter
Sacraments. They will travel 
to Madison for the Rite of Election
with all the other candidates 
in our diocese on Sunday, March
9. Their retreat will be all day 
on April 12, and of course all 
are anticipating the celebration 
at our Easter Vigil.

n One of the joys of every parish
is the celebration of First
Communion for our children. 
The children with their parents 
will gather for a rehearsal on
Wednesday, April 23 from 6:15-
7:30PM. FIRST COMMUNION will
be at the 10:30 Mass on April 27
and at all the Masses on the 
weekend of May 3 and 4.

n Mark your calendars for our
annual VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL,
every morning JUNE 16-20.
Our theme this year is Discovering
God’s Creation. Please watch 
for details and opportunities 
to help out and join in the fun! 8



Good Books to Read
By Moira Sennett, Guest Contributor

As a high school theology
teacher and campus
minister, I spend a good

deal of time guiding other people
on their spiritual journeys. Not
surprisingly, some of the spiritual
books that I find most interesting
are those that deal with journeys.
The two books I discuss below,
both of which were purchased,
not coincidentally, while I was
traveling, are the stories of women
exploring their own spiritual lives
and looking for deeper meaning.

Sundays in America: A
Yearlong Road Trip in Search 
of Christian Faith
by Suzanne Strempek Shea
Shea, who was raised Catholic,
found herself facing a spiritual 
crisis after she was diagnosed with
breast cancer and stopped going
to church. Then, while watching
John Paul II’s funeral on TV, she
decided she missed the communal
aspect of religion. As a writer who
enjoyed research and part of a
generation of Catholics forbidden
from going into other types 
of churches, she set out on what

she refers to as a pilgrimage 
to visit a different Christian church
each Sunday for a year and find
out what distinguished them 
from each other.

Shea encounters a wide variety
of worship experiences. She hears
Billy Graham’s daughter link 
natural disasters and sin at a
Baptist church in Spartanburg,
South Carolina. She experiences
both familiarity and a strange
sense of disconnect at a Greek
Orthodox liturgy in Rhode Island.
She attends a Sunday school class
taught by Jimmy Carter at his
church in Plains, GA and leaves
disillusioned by one of her role
models. (Carter has since left that
church.) She visits two of the most
famous mega-churches in the
country, Saddleback and Mars Hill;
she is inspired at the former and
saddened by the latter.

The parts that I found most
interesting were those that dealt
with churches somewhat familiar
to me, such as All Saints Parish in
Milwaukee, WI, a Celtic Christian
church in Brookline, MA, and
Unity, in Unity Village, MO, which
I know a bit about from my Unity
teacher friend. I also thoroughly
enjoyed reading about some 
of the more unusual like the
Colorado Springs Cowboy Church
and the Saint John Will-I-Am
Coltrane African Orthodox
Church.

Explaining how Shea’s journey
ends would be unfair to anyone
who is going to read the book. I

will say that, when I finished, I felt
both jealous of her ability to make
the pilgrimage and grateful for the
Church home that I have.

Longing for Darkness: Tara
and the Black Madonna
by China Galland
I picked this book up in the 
bookstore at the National
Cathedral in Washington, D.C. 
I was initially drawn to it by the
blurb on the cover by Sue Monk
Kidd, whose The Secret Life of
Bees introduced many people 
to the Black Madonna. What I
found when I read the book was
one woman’s deeply personal
story of rediscovering faith while
traveling the world.

Galland was raised Catholic,
and as an adult, developed a
strong devotion to the Blessed
Mother. She left the Church 
after a traumatic experience 
and eventually began studying
Buddhism. While leading a 
pilgrimage to Kathmandu, Nepal,
to visit the site of an appearance
of the female Buddha Tara, she
encounters the Black Madonna 
for the first time. Intrigued and
touched to the core by this 
collision of the two religions,
Galland began a spiritual quest
that lasted ten years and took her
from a meeting with the Dalai
Lama in Dharamsala, India to
Czestochowa, Poland and
Medjugorje, Bosnia-Herzegovina
two of the most famous sites 
connected to the Virgin Mary.

Even for those who might not
agree with the ultimate blending
of religions at which Galland
arrives, this book is worth reading,
if for no other reason than 
to understand the important role
different images of Mary have
played in the history of much 
of the world.  n
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Fish Fry 5:00-7:00PM

every Friday during Lent
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Baptisms “You are God’s work of art”

Dominic James Dilonardo (Anthony & Courtney)
Jaimen-Jiren Revel White (Arsenio & Vivian)
Yandel-Jireh Ahmad White (Arsenio & Vivian)
Carson Joseph Garcia (Jesse & Jessica)
Cole Ryker Garcia (Jesse & Jessica)
Greyson Cooper Garcia (Jesse & Jessica)
Maya Marcella Knepper (Philip & Carrie)
Reagan Toews Knepper (Philip & Carrie)
Orlando Richard José Sibaja (José & Ariana)
Gavin Michael Laursen (Michael & Rosamaria)

Deaths “I have called you each by name”

Peg L. Nelson (11-21-2013)
Alice E. Heyerdahl (11-29-2013) 
Ruth J. Flanigan (12-07-2013)
Dennis E. Quinn (12-14-2013)
Christopher G. Kinast (12-27-2013)
Charles Imbert (12-30-2013)
Marlis A. Kasel (01-08-2014)
Mary C. Schwengels (01-29-2014)
Joel A. Pipitone (02-13-2014)
Ginny Van Hoose (02-25-2014)

A Helping Hand
By Randy Gracyalny, 
Director of Liturgy & Music

Approximately one and
a half years ago we began
discussing the possibility

of adding hand rails to the
sanctuary to assist those going
up and down the steps who,
for whatever reason, wish not
to use the ramp. This fall Doug
Clark, a parishioner and employee
of Grommes Millwork in Beloit,
designed a pair of railings which
incorporated beautifully the style
and design of the altar and ambo.
Grommes also fabricated the altar,
ambo and other furnishings when
we built the church, from designs
of our Liturgical Consultant as well
as designing and fabricating the
chapel furnishings. The project

Stations of the Cross:
Wednesdays at 6:30PM during Lent. 
School Stations of the Cross 

every Friday at 2:15PM during Lent.

Adoration and Benediction: 
Thursday, March 13 from 6:30-7:30PM

Tuesday, April 1 from 1:30-2:30PM

Wednesday, April 9 from 8:45-9:45AM

Lenten Prayer Opportunities
Private Penance:
Saturdays March 8, 15, 29, April 6 & 13 at 9:00AM

Wednesdays March 19 & 26 at 6:00PM

Wednesday April 16 at 5:00PM

Communal Penance:
Saturday, March 22 – 10:00AM at OLA
Tuesday, March 25 – 6:30PM at St. Jude 
Thursday, April 10 – 6:30PM at St. Stephen

was presented to and approved by
the Finance Council in December
at which time it was also decided
to use a parish memorial to fund
the project. We look forward
to the railings assisting many
people in accessing our sanctuary
for many years to come.  n


