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OLA ANNUAL SPRING FLING  

OLA School celebrated the arrival of spring with 

its Annual Spring Fling Fund 

Raiser Event on Saturday, 

April 23, 2016.  The event 

was held at LaCasa Grande 

and was a fun way to spend 

a Saturday night while 

helping to raise funds to 

support our school. 

The doors opened at 5:00 

pm and guests enjoyed a 

cocktail (or two) while browsing and bidding on 

silent auction items. A dinner buffet was served; 

followed by a live auction.  

Sean Murphy, OLA 

Class of 1994, 

stepped forward 

to act as 

auctioneer for the 

live auction, when 

our professional 

auctioneer fails to 

show. He did such 

a great job that 

Tim McKearn, OLA 

Class of 1973, bid 

big $$$ to ensure that he will act as auctioneer 

next year. 

The highlight of the live auction for most of our 

alumni though was the bidding for the old 

Pepsi/Running 

Rebels sign that 

was taken down 

from the OLA 

gymnasium. We 

managed to get 

some of our 

Alumni together 

before the 

bidding for a 

photo. Although 

the bidding for the Rebel sign was fast and 

furious, Dr. John Onderak took home the prize! 

Following the live auction our entertainment got 

underway. The dueling pianos performed and if 

you’ve never seen this type of entertainment 

before you should definitely plan on attending 

the event next year. The show was a fun, 

interactive 

performance with lots 

of audience input and 

participation. We even 

got Fr. Paul to dance for us and he does have 

some good moves! 

The event raised almost $16,000 to support 

Catholic Education in our Beloit Community. 

Taylor (Morello) Newman (97), Mike Trudgeon (82), Dr. 

John Onderak (71), Sean Murphy (94), Paula (Hahn) Jordon 

(85), Morgan (Morello) Anderson (00), Tim McKearn (73) 
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OLA Class of 2016 
By: Heidi Miller , OLA 8th Grade Teacher 

Another group of amazing young men and women have left their mark as they 

have graduated from the halls of OLA. This talented, quirky, adventurous class will be seen again as they 

set out to area high schools. Turner, Beloit Memorial, Boylan, and Hononegah High Schools will all benefit 

from the talents of this bunch. Not only did a large majority of the class participate in OLA sports, most 

of them are active in clubs competing in basketball, swimming, baseball, volleyball, and even fencing. 

These young adults served as wonderful role models and spokesmen for the school through their 

sportsmanship and dedication. We will be watching the sports section of newspaper, but more 

importantly the class surpassed expectations in the classroom and in the community. 

 

In the classroom, almost all of the students earned honor roll and wowed teachers with their creativity 

and critical thinking with particular projects. Gone are the days of posters with bubble letters. These 

technology savvy teens created movies, film trailers, trading cards, and monologues to bring subjects to 

life. They debated with Fr. Paul and have polished their public speaking skills. With technology at their 

fingertips, the class excelled because lessons became more relevant, researching easier, and their flare 

for the dramatic pushed them. The portfolio of outstanding projects is impressive, but the true goal was 

achieved as this class embraced their leadership role in the school and the community. 

New this year was the addition of community service hours outside of OLA. A total of ten hours per 

student were logged, and a majority of the class exceeded these hours. Students volunteered to help 

with the anniversary celebration, participated in food drives, tutored younger students, helped at area 

schools, and donated babysitting hours. It is our hope that we graduated faith guided community 

leaders, and I believe we have. Look for these bright, talented, charismatic, and driven young adults to 

carry on the traditions of giving back to the church and community. It is a privelege and an honor to 

work with these bright minds and to continue to support them as they venture onto new endeavors.  
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All in the 
Family @ OLA 

MCKEARN FAMILY 

For our first OLA Alumni Family Feature, the McKearn Family was chosen because of their long lasting 

family tradition of attending OLA School and supporting the OLA parish.  As charter members of OLA 

parish, there was an element of pride and motivation for Francis Eugene ("Gene") McKearn II, Richard 

McKearn, and Catherine McKearn to have their children raised in the Catholic Faith and to have them 

attend OLA School that many family and parish members worked so hard to develop and maintain.

 For Gene, Richard, and Catherine, there continues to be a strong desire to also have their families 

receive the best possible catholic education, along with a strong faith formation that the school has 

provided for them.  OLA is the only school in Beloit that provides an outstanding Kindergarten-8th G

rade education in the context of catholic teaching.   

Francis 

Eugene "Gene" 
McKearn II 

  

Mary Katherine 

McKearn, the youngest 

grandchild of Gene McKearn  
and daughter of Jean 

Marie and Frank 

McKearn III (1980) 

will be a 4th grader at 

OLA School this fall. 

 

Remarkably, there have been a total of 25 members of the McKearn family who have attended and are 

currently attending OLA School.  The family members are listed below: 

Richard McKearn (1962), Patrick McKearn (1963), Carol Haskins (1965), Kathleen McKearn (1966), Tom 

McKearn (1968), Cindy Bowles (1969), Timothy McKearn (1973), Kathleen McKearn (1974), Colleen Woods 

(1976), Michael McKearn (1977), Frank McKearn III (1980), Allison McKearn (1997), Kathleen McKearn 

(1997), Michael McKearn (2001),  Annie Serotini (2001) , Emily Fuentes, Patrick McKearn (2004), Abby 

McKearn (2007), Collin McKearn (2009), Frank McKearn IV (2012), Daniel McKearn (2014), Gabriel 

McKearn (2015), Joseph McKearn (2017), Mary Francis McKearn (2019) and Mary Katherine McKearn 

(2021).   

Many members of the McKearn Family continue their prominent and active involvement in the school and 

parish offering countless volunteer hours by serving on various boards and committees, and assisting 

wherever and whenever needed.      
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Where Are They Now? 

JULIE (SCHILL) SCHRAMKA - CLASS OF 1993 

After graduating from OLA in 1993, Julie attended 

Beloit Catholic High School for two years and 

graduated from Beloit Memorial High School in 1997.  

She went on to play basketball at St. Norbert College 

in DePere, WI.  She is currently fifth on St. 

Norbert's career scoring list and holds the record 

for most career 3-pointers.  In October, 2015, she 

was inducted into the St. Norbert College 

Intercollegiate Hall of Fame.   

After obtaining a degree in Business Administration and Economics at St. Norbert, Julie 

went on to work for an investment firm and later in the Mutual Fund division at U.S. 

Bancorp in Milwaukee, WI.  Julie and her husband, Dan, a teacher in the South Milwaukee 

School District, have three children, Ben (9), Charlie (7) and Claire (5).  They currently live 

in Oak Creek, WI and are active in the area youth sports programs.  As a family, they 

enjoy traveling to Major League Baseball stadiums, watching sporting events and spending 

time with their family and friends.   

PAUL DARLING – CLASS OF 1982 

Paul currently lives in Waukesha with his wife, 

Angela, and two daughters, Ava-age 10 and Ireland-

age 5.  He is the school counselor and the girls’ 

varsity basketball coach at Waukesha South High 

School where he has worked for the past 18 years.  

Paul graduated from the University of Wisconsin-

Oshkosh in 1991 with a Bachelor’s of Science degree 

in Education.  He earned a Master’s Degree from the 

University of Wisconsin-Whitewater in 1995 in 

Guidance and Counseling and a 2nd Master’s Degree 

from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 2002 

in Educational Leadership.  Paul and his family are 

        members of St. Mary’s Parish in Waukesha. 
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DENNIS EZDON – CLASS OF 1974 

Dennis has lived in Beloit all of his life with the 

exception of a 4-year stint in the Marine Corps 

right out of High School.  He was stationed in 

Hawaii and traveled to many foreign countries. 

Upon returning to Beloit, he married Kelli 

Byrnes. The Ezdon’s have 2 daughters, both of 

the young ladies attended OLA as second 

generation “Rebels”.  Jaymee (class of 2004) is 

a Science Teacher/Administrator and Maggie (class of 2007) is a double major Social 

Work/Criminal Justice Graduate Student. 

Dennis started his career at Regal Beloit as a Staff Accountant.  He worked his way up to 

Corporate Tax Manager before leaving to join Schneider Electric, in Loves Park, where he 

is still employed as the Head of Internal Control for the America’s region. His job has  

allowed Dennis to travel, visiting 6 continents and over 25 different countries. 

In an effort to give something back to the OLA School, Dennis has been actively involved 

in the OLA School Board, School Finance Committee and the Parish Finance Council over 

the past 20 years. 

GREETINGS FROM JIM LABUNDY- CLASS OF 1959 

I graduated from OLA in 1959 and went on to Beloit Catholic High 

School. For the last 30+ years I have lived in Missouri, currently 

in Crystal City. My wife of 41 years passed away in 2011, and I 

have two grown children. My daughter is a Gastroenterologist at 

St. Louis University School of Medicine, in St. Louis, and just gave 

birth to my first grandchild, a boy. My son is in Austin Texas, and 

is an electrical engineer for Cirrus Logic. He is to be wed this summer. 

My career was primarily in healthcare, both in the private and public sector, but I am now 

currently fully enjoying retirement. I retired from the Missouri Department of Mental 

Health in July 2014, and recently stopped all part-time work at Mercy Hospital Jefferson, 

here in Crystal City. I had worked part-time after retiring, in their psychiatric unit, but 

now am primarily involved in my church, with my children, and will soon be starting a book 

about my career in mental health. 
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NIALL GILLEN – CLASS OF 2013, BREANNA DENURE AND FRANK 

MCKEARN IV - CLASS OF 2012 

 
 

The Beloit Memorial High School Jazz Band recently 

participated in the 21st Annual 

Essentially Ellington High School 

Jazz Competition and Festival 

held May 5 - 7 in New York. The 

festival is hosted by famed jazz 

musician Wynton Marsalis.  

Individual awards went to Breanna 

DeNure for Outstanding Soloist 

for Alto Sax. Frank McKearn IV 

for Outstanding Soloist for Trumpet; and Niall Gillen earned an 

Honorable Mention for Tenor Sax. 

 

 

Beloit Memorial High School was 

among 15 national finalists chosen 

to participate in the Essentially 

Ellington Competition held at the 

Lincoln Center in New York. The students participated in 

workshops, rehearsals and performances. The show closed 

with the Jazz Concert at Lincoln Center Orchestra with 

Wynton Marsalis performing. 

 

 

  

Join our Group on Facebook 

    OLA School Alumni 
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School News 
JULIE GEIGER RETIRES AFTER 37 YEARS  

After 37 years of teaching at OLA School 

Julie Geiger is laying down her chalk and 

retiring. Having been a teacher for more 

than half the years the school 

has been in operation, a good 

percentage of Alumni should 

remember her. Mrs. Geiger 

taught at OLA School for the 

1974-1975 school year, took 

some years off to stay at 

home with her children, then 

returned to teach in 1980 and 

retired at the end of this 

school year. During her years 

at OLA she mainly taught grades three to 

five.  

During her years teaching at the school 

she has seen additions to the school and 

the church. She’s worked for five 

principals and six pastors. She’s witnessed 

the changes in Catholic Schools with the 

loss of sisters teaching and the transition 

to a full lay faculty. She’s also seen the 

introduction of techology into the 

classroom. 

Most of us will remember Mrs. 

Geiger as a caring but very strict 

teacher. She wanted students to 

work hard and connect with their 

learning. She encouraged them to 

meet her expectations and if they 

didn’t there were consequences. 

She said her two main goals were 

to teach her students respect and 

responsiblility. 

A small party was held on May 25 

over the lunch hour. It was attended by all 

of the present school and parish staff as 

well as several former colleges. Julie's gift 

from the staff was money to be used 

toward her Alaskan Cruise. A farewell mass 

and reception was also held on May 27. The 

school and all its alumni extend a fond 

farewell to her and wish her all the best in 

her retirement.  

  Pictured left to right: Diane 

Wilson, Michele Twardowski, 

Karen Dittmar, Arlene 

McMorran, Linda Hett, Debbie 

Simonson, Sue Henschler, Julie 

Geiger, Lori Sennett and Jean 

Voss. 
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The OLA Alumni Committee is continuing work on 

our alumni database. Can you help us with any of 

these alumni? Email any information you can provide 

to alumni@olaschool.ws.  

 

Class of 1993 
Patrice Dawson 

Mary Jo 

Giovingo 

Nick Nadowski 

Darren Wilson 

 

Class of 1992 
Andy Beck 

Sigrun Franzen 

Michael Hubka 

Thomas Kaye 

Carrie Lind 

Isaac Moat 

Simone Pinson 

Kathryn Quick 

Christina 

Schumitsch 

Class of 1991 
Daniel 

Blumreich 

Nathan Fogle 

Brandye 

Hereford 

Jaime Johnson 

Rachel Kruse 

Marisa Randall 

Rebecca Scallon 

Amy Stanley 

 

 

 

OLA –History Corner 

OLA Blue Rolls to Title 

The year is 1983 and the game is Cub Scout 

Softball.  

OLA Blue knocked off Robinson Green 9-1 in the 

championship game of the Arrowhead District Cub 

Scout Softball Tournament held at the King of 

Diamonds softball complex.  The championship game 

victory was the seventh straight win for this team 

in the tournament. 

 

 

 

While OLA Blue boasted a potent 

offense, it was the defense which was 

this team’s trademark.  In the 7 

tournament games, the champions 

allowed only 12 total runs while scoring 

67.  

In the title game, OLA Blue jumped 

out to a 6-0 lead in the first inning.  

Winning pitcher John Hemenway led 

the way with a two-run homer.  Jeff 

Schill and Sean Scallon also doubled in 

the inning. In the second inning, 

Robinson Green had two runners on 

base with two outs.  Shortstop Jeff 

Whalen then turned in an excellent 

diving catch on a base hit bid to end 

the inning and Robinson’s scoring 

threats.  OLA Blue added a run in the 

third inning, another run in the fourth 

inning on a Dan Efner RBI single, and 

their final run in the fifth inning on 

consecutive hits by Matthias Onderak 

and Jeff Schill. 

Players on this team were: 

Joel Dittmar, Kelly Whalen, Matthias 

Onderak, Christian Foss, Daniel Efner, 

Aron Bussan, Jeff Whalen, David Carl, 

Jeff Schill, Jason Schuster, Sean 

Scallon, Tate Plankey, John Hemenway, 

and Mike Leahy; Batboy – Mark Leahy; 

Head Coach – Don Whalen, Assistant 

Coaches – Keith Hemenway and Merlin 

Bussan; Scorekeeper – Pat Hemenway.  

OLA Alumni 

Database 
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Alumni Committee 
We hope you have enjoyed this newsletter. The newsletter was produced by a group of 

volunteers. We hope to send out two newsletters each year. Our next publication is scheduled 

for January. 

We are looking for additional alumni to join our committee. 

Whether you still live here in Beloit or have moved to TimBuckTwo, we 

would love to have you join our committee. Do as little or as much as you 

have time for. If you would like to join us and/or can help in any way, 

please contact us at alumni@olaschool.ws 

We are also looking for alumni to share memories, pictures, and/or 

bios for us to use in future newsletters. We’d love to hear from you! 

We are looking to send out future newsletters by snail-mail, so be sure we have your address! 

 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to all of our Alumni who helped find class 

members for our database. 

 

 

Random Yearbook Pictures: 2005 

Can you name 

these former 

OLA Students? 
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