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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OLA SCHOOL!  

The 2015-2016 school year will 

mark the 60th anniversary of 

OLA School. 

The school 

opened in mid-

October, 1955, with grades 

6-8 and the spring of 1956 

witnessed the celebration 

of the school’s first 

graduating class of 31 

students.  As part of the 

60th Anniversary Celebration, former OLA 

students and their families, current OLA 

students and their families, and OLA 

parishioners came together the weekend 

September 18-20. 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 

 “We are so proud that OLA parish has 

maintained a school for so many years that 

has proudly served our community by 

providing quality and affordable Catholic 

education.”  

FRIDAY NIGHT 

The festivities began on Friday night with an 

informal social gathering at The Rock Bar and 

Grill. The 80’s were well 

represented and alumni 

hoisted many toasts to 

their grade school days. 

Current and former 

principals and teachers 

also joined the 

festivities on Friday 

night. The picture to the left is of current 

prinicpal Amy Huston and former prinicpal 

Arlene McMorran (1983-2010). Sean Scallon 

(’87) is hovering in the background. 

 

Above: Some former OLA students paused 

for a photo opportunity. Frank McKearn (80), 

Ed Brossard (80) and Billy Tracy (82). 
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Mrs. Twardowski (OLA teacher 1981 – present) stopped 

visiting to pose for a photo with some of her former 

students. 2006 graduates Andrew Hammes, Brody and 

Chloe Mauel.  

SATURDAY NIGHT 

On Saturday, the celebration began with mass at 5:00 co-

celebrated with former OLA pastors Fr. Dave Timmerman, Fr. Pat Healy, and Fr. Ray Mondman. The mass 

was followed by a cocktail reception in the OLA gym. Music was provided by Jack Farina and his band. It 

provided a relaxed and casual atmosphere to socialize and reconnect with former classmates. 

The school was open and alumni strolled through the 

classrooms. Each room was home to photos, memorabilia, and 

yearbooks from the school’s sixty year history, allowing 

alumni to take a walk down memory lane. After everyone had 

a chance to socialize, dinner was served.  

The highlight of the evening though was Jeopardy, hosted by 

former OLA principal, Arlene McMoran. The competition was 

fierce but TEAM ONDERAK prevailed for the victory.  The 

evening ended with dancing. 

 

 

OLA Spring Fling 

For a fun evening, 

join us for the annual 

OLA Spring Fling at 

LaCasa Grande on 

April 23 rd. Reconnect 

with fellow alumni 

while bidding on 

fabulous prizes and  

enjoying a fun and 

interactive 

performance with the 

dueling pianos .  Doors 

open at 5:00 for 

cocktails !  
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60th Anniversary Celebration Photo Recap 

Deb Burns, her Mom and sister Cindy (68), Susan 

Heyerdahl, and Sister Teresa Maltby (58) 

Deb Burns, Class of 1965 

 

“I attended the 60th celebration on 

Saturday evening along with two fellow 

alums, my sister Cindy and our aunt Susan. 

My mother, whose hard work and sacrifice 

made our attending OLA possible, also 

joined us. This made the evening extra 

special as we shared memories from our 

childhood and years at OLA. 
 

Our favorite part of the event was the 

trivia game. The questions and responses 

prompted some interesting memories and 

hearty laughs.” 

 

Michele Twardowski, 

Teacher 1981-present 
 

“I had a wonderful time at OLA’s 

60th Anniversary Celebration 

dinner. It was a joy to see so 

many of my former middle 

schoolers all grown up, many with 

families of their own. It was an 

honor to be part of a celebration 

for an institution that has 

promoted a love of God while also 

giving an excellent education to so 

many students for so many years.” 

Teachers: Julie (Koopman) Brant, Jean Kerl, and Mrs. T with alumni 

Mike Trudgeon (82) and Laurie (Budres) Halfpenny (84) 

 

Onderaks: John (71) and 

Alexis (05) 
Hughes Family: Meghan (80) and Katie 

(92) 

Dave Lyons and Nancy Onderak 

from the Class of ‘73 
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Where Are They Now? 

 

ELIZABETH JORDON - CLASS OF 2008 

After graduating from OLA in 2008, 

Elizabeth went to Hononegah High School 

and earned consecutive 1st Team All-NIC10 

All-Conference Honors in Basketball her 

junior and senior seasons while also 

achieving numerous academic honors all four 

years.  During her senior year at Hononegah, 

she was voted “Best Female Athlete.

 

Elizabeth accepted a full Division 1 

scholarship offer to play basketball for 

Lehigh University in Bethlehem, PA.  

Elizabeth is currently enjoying her senior 

year, not only excelling on the basketball 

court but also inside the classroom as well, 

earning a 3.58 GPA and being named to the 

Patriot League Academic Honor Roll. 

The Mountain Hawks hope to earn a bid to 

the NCAA tournament this year and as one 

of the senior leaders, Elizabeth factors to 

be a major contributor in making this team’s 

goal a reality.  Her hard work has clearly 

paid off.  Only 3 weeks into this season, 

Elizabeth was voted Most Valuable Mountain 

Hawk of the week, leading her team to a 3-1 

record during that time span. 

 

KRISTINE BYRON - CLASS OF 1982 

KRISTI is an Associate Professor of Spanish in the Department of 

Romance and Classical Studies at Michigan State University. 

She teaches interdisciplinary courses in literature, culture, and 

women’s studies. She received her PhD in Comparative Literary 

and Cultural Studies from the University of Connecticut in 2001. 

She is the author of Women, Revolution, and Autobiographical 

Writing in the Twentieth Century: Writing History, Writing the 

Self (2007) and several articles on Cuban history, Latin American 

literature, and Irish literature.  

Join our Group on Facebook 

    OLA School Alumni 
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       CLARE SANTAS - CLASS OF 2014  

Clare has found success at Beloit Memorial High 

School both in the pool and the classroom. Clare 

broke a 39 year old school record in the 500 free with a 

time of 5:31.98. Her relay teams broke school records in 

the 400 and 200 free. They earned a trip to the WIAA 

State Swim Meet in the 200 free relay breaking a school 

record with a time of 1:40.29. The foursome finished 

11th. Clare also is credited for participating the earning 

of the NISCA Gold Award for the girls swim team. This is 

a national award given to teams with outstanding academic 

performance. They collectively had the top GPA in the 

country of 3.974. Clare has been elected team captain for 

next season.  

 

 

 

 PATRICK TRUDGEON - CLASS OF 1981 
  

Pat is the City Manager of Roseville, MN. Prior to being 

selected as City Manager, he worked Community 

Development Director overseeing current and long-range 

development planning, building inspections, code 

enforcement and economic development activities for 

the City of Roseville. Previously he was with the City of 

Ramsey, MN and North Branch, MN in the same capacity.  

Pat also worked in the Wisconsin State Legislature and 

for a Wisconsin-based lobbying firm.  Prior to moving to 

Minnesota, Patrick served on the Beloit, WI City Council 

for six years.  Patrick received a Bachelor of Arts 

degree in International Relations and a Masters of 

Science degree in Urban and Regional Planning from the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
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ARON BUSSAN – CLASS OF 1988 

 Aron currently lives in Janesville with his two daughters, Grace and Emma. He 

is a Vice President, Commercial Banking Officer, at First National Bank and 

Trust Company at their Janesville Branch location.  He joined First National in 

1998 after spending a short time working in Milwaukee. Aron graduated from the 

University of Wisconsin-Platteville with a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Business Administration.  He also attended 

the American Bankers Association Commercial Lending 

School at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, 

TX. Aron is active in the Beloit and Janesville 

communities serving on many boards and volunteering 

for numerous nonprofit organizations and clubs.   

Aron’s daughters attend Marshall Middle School. They 

are in the 7th and 8th grades.  Aron really enjoys the 

outdoors, playing golf, supporting University of Wisconsin athletics (GO Badgers!) and 

watching his daughters participate in their sporting events and school programs. 

DAN KRUSE – CLASS OF 1994 

Dan and his wife Angela live in Madison, and welcomed a new baby girl, Genevieve Lucille, in 

April. Dan earned his degree in Real 

Estate/Business Management in 2002 from 

the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities. Prior 

to graduation, Dan began his career with 

Century 21 Affiliated.  In 2010, he became 

President and owner of CENTURY 21 

Affiliated. The organization oversees 

operations of 82 offices and more than 1,700 

agents throughout Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 

Minnesota and Wisconsin.  

Dan is committed to volunteer organizations in Madison most recently with Easter Seals of 

Wisconsin. He also volunteers with Porchlight, serving meals at the men’s shelter, and in 

2015 he was acting chairman of the Affiliated Foundation, a non-profit wing of Century 21 

Affiliated. He enjoys traveling, running, and spending time with his family.  
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The OLA Alumni Committee is continuing work 

on our alumni database. Can you help us with 

any of these alumni? Email any information you 

can provide to alumni@olaschool.ws.  

 

Class of 1996 
Thomas Beck 

Beth Bishop 

Travis Danielson 

Sara Lind 

Michelle Nadowski 

Andrew Nosek 

Crystal Olson 

Dominick Piccione 

Jordon Senz 

 

Class of 1995 
Katie Buroker 

Edward Carrell 

Karen Cikar 

Tony Duehr 

Danielle Jordan 

Jeremy Stultz  

Jason Lynch 

Mathew Nadowski 

 

Kenneth Stroud 

Dana Vogelson 

Reggie White 

  Kirsten Williamson  

 

Class of 1994 
Julian Smithson 

Matt Stogsdill 

 

OLA –History Corner 
The story of OLA began on Aug. 17, 1953 when Bishop William O'Connor began the 

fundraising efforts to raise $100,000 to build a new Catholic Church and school in Beloit. 

Thanks to the efforts of Monsignor Robert J. O'Hara, along with the hard work from the 

founding members of the parish, the school, all-purpose room, and the rectory were 

completed in 1955, with a groundbreaking for the church and school complex that same 

year. 

Originally the school housed grades 6-8. When the convent was completed in 1960, the 

school was expanded to include grades 1-8. Between 1975 and 1979, the Rev. John Urban, 

initiated a fund drive resulting in the conversion of the old church and school's multi-

purpose room into a permanent new church. 

In 1980, the Rev. Donald Murray initiated a fund drive for an addition to the school and a 

kindergarten room, larger library, gym and basketball court, kitchen and new multi-purpose 

room, which were added to the complex in 1981. 

In 1995, the convent was remodeled and became the OLA Education Center. In August of 

2004, a new parish church was dedicated as well as a remodeling of the existing church, an 

addition to the school office and a parish hall. 

Today, the Education Center houses a childcare center as well as a 3K program. The 

current school houses more than 125 students and 21 staff members and educates 

students in grades 3K through eighth grades. 

OLA Alumni 

Database 
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WWeellccoommee  CCllaassss  ooff  22002266  

     
Cameron 

Power 

Ranger 

Sophie 

Mommy 

Joey 

Worker 

Maddi 

Mommy 

Molly 

Teacher 

     
Alayna 

Teacher 

Gracie 

Doctor 

Gino 

Ninja 

Turtle 

Logan 

Penguin 

Robbie 

Teacher 

     
Lauryn 

Doctor 

Ariana 

Teacher 

Connor 

Cowboy 

Carlota 

Teacher 

Cole 

Vet 

     
Sophia 

Cheerleader 

Jaxson 

Cowboy 

Lucus 

Firefighter 

Bess 

Singer 

Thomas 

Construction 

Worker 

This year, for the first time, 

our 4K class is being offered 

as a full-time, three days a 

week program and those 20 

four-year olds are taking the 

school by storm. It has been 

quite a learning curve for 

everyone. It seems that four 

year-olds take longer to do 

everything, including eating 

lunch. They constantly need to 

be reminded to eat!  

The 4K has been moved from 

the childcare center to the 

main school building and they 

participate in every school 

activity. Their “eighth grade 

buddies” help them with 

weekly mass. The new 4K 

teacher, Mrs. Sorondo, who is 

originally from Venezuela, is 

making the class extra 

interesting by helping the 

students to learn Spanish. We 

would love for you to meet 

them all. They were all very 

excited to be "interviewed" 

and share with everyone what 

they are going to be when 

they grow-up.

  

Join our Group on Facebook 

    OLA School Alumni 
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Alumni Committee 

We hope you have enjoyed our first OLA Alumni 

Newsletter. The newsletter was produced by a 

group of volunteers. We hope to send out two 

newsletters each year. Our next publication is 

scheduled for June. 

We are looking for 

additional alumni to join 

our committee.  

Whether you still live here 

in Beloit or have moved to 

TimBuckTwo, we would love to have you join our 

committee. Do as little or as much as you have 

time for. If you would like to join us and/or can 

help in any way, please contact us at 

alumni@olaschool.ws 

We are also looking for alumni to share 

memories, pictures, and/or bios for us to use in 

future newsletters. We’d love to hear from you! 

For our next newsletter we are looking for 

alumni to share a story about one of your 

favorite teachers. 

We hope to send out the next newsletter by 

snail-mail, so be sure we have your address! 

 

 

A BIG THANK YOU 

to all of our Alumni 

who helped find class 

members for our 

database. 

 

Classroom Wish List 

Our classrooms are always glad to accept 

your donations, either used from home or 

new from the store. Donations may be 

dropped off at the School Office, or we 

will be happy to come and pick it up. 

Please contact Principal Amy Hutson 

(608) 365-4014 to make arrangements. 

 

Play-Doh 

Large American Flag for Gym 

Plastic Forks & Spoons 

Wooden Floor Puzzles 

Alphabet & Counting Games 

Pretend Costumes/Dress-Up Clothes 

Wisconsin Historical Society Gift 

Certificate(s) 

Much Ado About Nothing Classroom Set  

Brain Pop Jr. Online Subscription  

Michael’s, Hobby Lobby, Staples, iTunes 

gift cards* 

Computer Printer 

Mini Refrigerator/Freezer 

Preschool Kidney Table 

Nurse/Sick Bed 

New or Used Pillow Cases 
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